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Samsung Flat Panel TVs. It’s hard to say where one will turn up next. 


Office? Kitchen? Bedroom? There's almost no space that won't welcome an ultra slim and light 
Flat Panel TV. These very versatile, highly connectable TVs also feature the industry's first PC 
Picture-in-Picture. Meaning you can simultaneously view e-mails and TV, work while watching 
the game or get financial news while trading stocks online. 


« High definition-ready for superior image quality. 
« Virtual surround sound. Built-in speakers. 

= Standard and wide screen aspect ratios. 

= 15" and 17” models. 


There's just one question left. Where to put it? See the possibilities at www.samsungusa.com. 
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editor’s letter 


Consider the following: My dad, a 1961 graduate of the Uni- 

versity of Alabama, wanted to name me Bryant; and the first 
piece of artwork — and I use that term loosely — I ever remember 
on my wall as a kid was a framed picture of Bear Bryant, With the 
Bear hovering over me all of those years, I had little choice but to 
adopt college football as my favorite sport. 

One of the first games I remember watching was the 1979 Sugar 
Bowl when Alabama, aided by a legendary goal-line stand, beat Penn 
State to claim a share of the National Championship. My parents 
hosted a New Year's Day party and dressed me up in an Alabama 
cowboy hat, Alabama sweat pants and an Alabama jersey, We had 
recently moved to New Jersey and virtually all of my parents’ friends 
were Penn State fans. Needless to say, it was a very happy day at the 
Light house. 

More than two decades have passed since Jeff Rutledge quarter- 
backed the Tide to that sweet Sugar Bowl win, but my love for col- 
lege football remains as strong as ever. (My allegiance, however, has 
changed. I traded in my Crimson & White for Black & Gold just a 
few weeks after enrolling at Vanderbilt University in the fall of 
1989.) 

My interest in college football took on a new meaning just over a 
year ago when I joined the editorial staff at Athlon Sports. Before, it 
‘was my passion; now, itis my job. Along with my fellow editors, am 
charged each spring with producing eight college football magazines 
previewing the upcoming season: this National Edition, along with 
seven regional editions. Ie is a tremendous task we take on each April 


| was pretty much destined to be a passionate college football fan. 
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and May, butit truly is a labor of love. And some of our favorite times 
occur when we head to the Athlon Sports War Room to make our 
annual predictions. 

Armed with pages and pages of data on each team we hunker 
down and do our best to accurately forecast the upcoming football 
season. We have learned that very few college football fans are happy 
with our predictions. I'd estimate about 70 percent of you think we 
have underrated your team; maybe 10 percent of you are actually 
upset that we have overrated your team and therefore placed too 
much pressure on them. So that leaves about 20 percent of you who 
think we might have done a pretty decent job. 

Our picks are ultimately put to the test each fall when the games 
are actually played on the field — not in the magazine. Sometimes 
we are right (Florida State in 1999); sometimes we are close (Florida 
State in 2000); and sometimes we are wrong (Florida in 2001). But 
we are stuck with these picks for the course of the season; they are in 
print and there for the college football world to see. And this has 
altered the way I watch college football. I now have a rooting inter- 
est in literally every Division I-A game in the country each Saturday 
because every game plays a role in how well — or how pootly — our 
predictions come out. No game is insignificant. No game is without 
ramifications. 

Now this doesn’t mean I am rooting against your school if we have 
your team picked low; I am simply rooting for our picks. This year, 
for instance, we have Oregon ranked No. 25, which might be the 
lowest preseason projection for the Ducks you will find. So, will I be 
happy if Mike Bellotti’ club stumbles out of the gate and loses a 
game or two in September? Yes. Does it mean I have anything against 
Oregon? No. In fact, last yeat, when we picked the Ducks to win the 
Pac-10 title, we cheered every Joey Hartington comeback and cele- 
brated the school’s first league championship since 1994. 

Tes never personal. Its all about the picks. That's why my new 
favorite teams are Florida State, Texas, Miami, Oklahoma, Washing- 
ton, LSU, Colorado, Michigan and Florida. (And yes, I did leave out 
one team in our 2002 Top 10. There are some teams I simply can't 
root for.) 

We hope you enjoy our 2002 previews, both the National Edition 
and our Regional magazines that cover your favorite team on a mote 
comprehensive basis. 

If you live in an area that is outside your primary interest (for 
example, a Big Ten fan living in SEC country), you can now order 
the magazine of your choice at our Web site, www.athlonsports.com. 
In addition, you can order different covers within the same region (a 
fan living in Georgia can order an SEC magazine with an 
Alabama/Auburn cover). 

Finally, you can keep up with our picks at www.athlonsports.com. 
We update our rankings of all 117 teams each week, just in case our 
preseason picks aren't exactly perfect. 

Enjoy the season. 
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*See your Lexus dealer for details on the limited three year/100,000-total-vehicle-mile warranty. \Serviee loaner cars available on warrantable repairs only. ©2001 Lexus, 
4 Division of Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Ine. Lexus reminds you to wear seatbelts, zcure children in reur seat, obey all speed laws and drive responsibly 
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The following is an alphabetical listing and page location for all 117 
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The 2nd Annual 
Athion Awards 


Saturday afternoons the players stand together on a side- 

line, representing a school,.a town, perhaps even a state. 

For so much of the rest of the week — for much of their football 
lives — they are divided into small groups that occupy darkened 
rooms and separate corners of the practice field. The members 
of the groups study tapes. They listen to position coaches 
teaching details and techniques. They challenge and console 


one another, and run isolated drill after drill, honing their skills. 
Among the elite, the level of talent, or experience, or cohesion — 
or all three — can be so great that a single unit can carry an entire 
team to New Year's Day. 

Athlon honors the best of these units in 2002 with the second 
annual Athlon Awards. 


MIAMI MIAMI MARSHALL 
GEORGIA TECH OKLAHOMA TEXAS 
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WASH. STATE NORTH TEXAS 
MARYLAND NO. ILLINOIS 
ALABAMA GEORGIA TECH 
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“Bring whatever you want” 
is not meant to be taken literally. 
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1. WISCONSIN 

Wisconsin returns not one but two 1,000-yard passers from last 
season, Brooks Bollinger is now a senior with a 22-7 record as a 
starter, including 6-3 against nationally ranked opponents, Over his 
first three years, he has completed 54 percent of his passes for 3,869 
yards and 24 touchdowns. He has also run for 1,301 cateer yards and 
has been the Badgers’ second-leading rusher all three years. Junior 
Jim Soc started three games last season with Bollinger nursing 
injuries, In eight appearances, Sorgi threw for 1,096 yards and nine 
touchdowns, Mace Schabert appeared in one game as a freshman in 
2001, against Michigan State when both Bollinger and Sorgi were 
injured, and completed 10-of-18 for 177 yards and two touchdowns, 


2. TEXAS 


Chris Simms is a senior now and fan favorite 
Major Applewhite won't be breathing down his 
neck any more. Simms’ career ledger shows a 
school record 58.3-percent completion rate with 
3,890 passing yards and 32 touchdown to 

-ast season he completed 59 percent for 2,603 ) 
ind 22 touchdowns. Chance Mock, a 
1999 High School All-American, completed his 
only pass attempt last season for a 21-yard Chris Simms 
touchdown, All eyes will be on incoming freshman Vincent Young, 
the 2001 Parade High School Player of the Year who passed and ran 
for 3,819 yards and 59 touchdowns last season at Madison High in 
Houston, 


3. WASHINGTON STATE 


Jason Gesser is back at quarterback for Wash- 
ington State after leading the Pac-10 in both 
passing and total offense in 2001. The senior 
from Honolulu completed 184-of-335 for 
2,729 yards and 25 touchdowns on his way to 
‘onference honors behind Ore- 


ives 


second-team 


Jason Gesser 


after seeing action in every game 
connecting on 20 of his 42 attempts. 


4. GEORGIA 

Quarterback depth at Georgia is almost unwieldy. Sophomore 
David Greene, the 2001 Southeastern Conference Freshman of the 
Year, completed 59 percent of his passes (192-of-324) for 2,789 yards 
and 17 touchdowns. His yardage and touchdown totals were school 
freshman records, and he threw for over 300 yards three times, Senior 
Cory Phillips made four starts two years ago, completing 89-of-158 
for 1,093 yards and eight TDs. Redshirt freshman D.J. Shockley was 
one of the nation's most ballyhooed quarterback rectuits two years 
ago. 


5. TEXAS TECH 

‘Texas Tech’s Kliff Kingsbury led the nation in passing last season 
with an average of 33.1 completions per game, He completed 69 per- 
cent of his throws for 3,502 yards and 25 touchdowns and set a school 
postseason record with 309 passing yards in last season's Alamo Bowl. 
B,J. Symons, a 66-percent passer on 23-of-35 with two scoring tosses 
last season, is back as the Red Raiders’ second-team QB. 
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Brooks Bollinger 


6. FLORIDA STATE 


Florida State quarterback Chris Rix finished eighth nationally in 
passing efficiency last fall, completing 58 percent of his passes (165- 
of-286) for 2,734 yards and 24 touchdowns. He averaged an eye- 
opening 9.6 yards per attempt. Adrian McPherson tossed two 
touchdown strikes and no picks in nine games of action last year as a 
true freshman, And sophomore Fabian Walker, a former Georgia 
High School Player of the Year, is eligible now after sitting out last fall, 


7. FLORIDA 


Florida quarterback Rex Grossman's passing numbers last fall were 
almost obscene. A 300-yard passing game is just another day at the 
office for the returning All-American. In 2001, Grossman averaged 
10 yards per attempt, completing 66 percent for 3,896 yards with 34 
TD tosses. Redshirt freshman Ingle Martin made a posi 
sion in the spring and Gavin Dickey is one of the 
touted quarterback recruits, 


8. LOUISVILLE 

Louisville lefty Dave Ragone is a two-time Conference USA 
Offensive Player of the Year, The 6'4", 250-pound senior led the 
league last fall in passing efficiency, total offense, passing yardage, 
completion percentage and touchdown passes. His 23-to-7 touch- 
down-to-interception ratio far outpaced the rest of C-USA’ passers. 
Ragone’s backup, Stefan LeFors, also returns to action for 2002, 


9. MIAMI 


In 2001, Miami quarterback Ken Dorsey was first-team All-Big 
East, second-team Associated Press All-America, won the Maxwell 
Award and finished third for the Heisman Trophy. In his first three 
years, Dorsey has completed a hair under 60 percent of his passes for 
over 6,000 y and 58 touchdowns, and he is 26-1 as a starter. 
Incoming freshman Marc Guillon went to the same high school 
(Orinda HS, in Miramonte, Calif) as Dorsey. 


10, LOUISIANA TECH 

Louisiana Tech quarterback Luke McCown was a Freshman All- 
American in 2000 and last year was second-team All-WAC behind 
David Carr of Fresno State. McCown quarterbacked the Bulldogs to 
eighth place on the nation’s passing offense charts in 2001 by com- 
pleting 277-of-469 for 3,337 yards and 28 touchdowns. 


Jim Sorgi 


tive impres- 


Honorable Mention 
Marshall, Michigan State, North Carolina State, Oklahoma, 
Washington and Wyoming 
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If you’re one of millions who suffer from seasonal allergies, even a day of golf can leave 
you sniffling and teary-eyed. That’s why once-daily Allegra can play an important part 
in treating your allergies. Only Allegra contains fexofenadine, an exclusive ingredient 

that provides long-lasting seasonal allergy relief without the drowsiness which can be caused 
by many antihistamines. So get back to your game. For people twelve and older. 

Side effects are low and may include headache, cold or back pain. = 


Talk to your doctor today about your allergies and free Allegra samples. 
For more information, call 1-800-allegra or visit allegra.com. 
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ALLEGRA® 
(fexofenadine hydrochloride) 
Capsules and Tablets: 


{INDICATIONS AND USAGE 


ALLEGRA sinicald or the reef of symptoms associated with seasonal lic rints in adults and 
children 6 years of age ard oer. Symploms tested eflectvey ware sneeving,rhinonhes, itchy 
osefpalatthvoat,tehy/vateryted eyes, 


‘Shani spate Uicaria 

ALLEGRA indicate for eatment of uncomplicated skin maniestations of chronic itipatic urticaria in 
adults and children 6 years of age and older. sigicaly reduces pruus and he number of wheal. 
CCONTRAINDICATIONS: 

ALLEGRA I contraindicated inpatients with known hypersenstvyt any of ts ingredients. 
PRECAUTIONS 


‘Drug Interaction wth Erythromycin and Ketoconazole 

Fovoenadne fydrociaide has been shown to exit minimal (c.$%) metabolism. However, co-admin- 
‘tration of eotenaine nyroctlrde with ketoconazole and enyhromycin led to increased plasra ovels 
of exfenadinehyroctlrde Fexolenatne hydrochloride ad no effect on te pharmacokinetics of enh- 
‘omyein and Ketoconazole. In two separate studs, fexofenadine hydrochloride 120 ng tie daly (Wo 
times the recommended twie daly dose) was co-adminsteed with erythromycin 500 rg evry 8 hours 
‘orkeloconaole 400 mp once dally under steady-state conditions to norma, healthy volunteers (24, each 
study). No diferencs in adverse events or QT, itera vere observed wien patents wee administered 
fevoleadin hydrochloride alone or in combination wth entamycin or ketoconazole, The finns of 
these studies are summarized inthe flowing fable 


ets on steady sale fexofenadine hyrochorde pharmacokinetics ater 7 days of c-adminsration 
wit fexofenadine hydrochloride 120 mg every 12 hous (two times the recommended twice daly 
‘dose) in normal volunteers (1=24) 


Comat Snass Ay 
Drug (Peak plasma (Extent of systemic 
concentration) exposure) 
Enythromycin 182% +100% 
(soo mgevey 8s) 
Ketcpnazle 88 ‘168% 
(400 mg once daly) 


‘The changes in plasma levels wee within he rage of plasma lvls achive inadequate and wel 
ctrl crcl, 

‘The mechanism of thes ineracons has bean erste in in vr, in sit and in vo aime motels. 
These. studs indicate tha floconzcle or eryiromyein co-adiinsraton enances ferfenatine 
gastrointestinal sorption. n vio animal tutes asa sues tat in ation to increasing bsp, 
Netoconazle decreases fexofenadine yarn gistonestnal secretion hie ertvonycn may 
also decree lary xeon 


‘rug Interactions wih Antacids 

‘Administration of 120 mig of fexofenadine hydochoride (2 x 60 mg capsule) thin 18 minutes ofan 
aluminum and magnesium containing antacid (Naalo) decreased fexofenadine AUC by 41% ad Ca by 
43%, ALLEGRA should nt be tan closely in time vith aluminum and maonesium containing antacids. 


Sarcnonenesis, Mutagenesis, Impairment of Fry 

‘The carcinogenic potential and reproduce tox of fextenadine hydroctoride were assessed using 
terfeading tues wth adequate fexofenadine hydrochloride exposure (based on plsmaares-nderhe- 
‘concentration sme AU] vals). No evidence of carcinogenicity was observed in an 18 month study 
in mice ac ina 24-month study nasa oral doses upto 150 mgfgofertenaine (wich id to exole- 
‘rane exposures that vere respectively approximately 3 and § tines th exosue from the maximum 
feeommended daly ral dose of eofenadie hydroctoiden adults and chien. 

Inn wt Bacterel Reverse Mutation, CHOMMGPRT Forward Mutation, and Ra ympho Cromosomel 
Aberalion assays) and in vo (Mouse Bone Marow Micronuclus assy) tet, fexofenadine hyrocho- 
tide eve no exdence of mutagenicity. 

Ina fety tudes, dose lated reductions in implants and increases in postinpataion losses were 
‘observed at an rl dose of 150 mgfg ol erleatne (hich led to teolenatne hydrochloride exposures 
that were approximately 3 tes the exposure ofthe maximum recommend daly oa dase of fxolna- 
ine hyo in its}, 


Prearaney 

TealognicEfects: Category C, There vas no evidence of eraogeicy in ats orbits a orl dose of 

teenie up to. 300 ma ich fo excteadne exposures tht were approximate 4 and 31 times, 

respect, the exposure from the maximum recommended daly oral dose of fectenadn nats) 

Thera no adequate and wel coiled studies in pregnant women, Feofenadne should be used during 

pregnancy onli the potential bane justfis he potential risk othe fs 

Nonteratogenie tects. Dose-eated decreases in pup weight gain and survival vere obsered in rats 

exposed to an oral dose of 150 mga of ernie approximately 3 times th maximum recommended 

<a) on dos eine roca ased on cmparson trate yond 
Cs 


Norsing Motners 

There ae no adsquate and wel-conraledstuées in women dung litatlon. Because many drugs are 
ered in human milk, caution shouldbe exercised wine fexofenadine hydrochloride fs administered to @ 
‘utsing woman 

Pediarc Use 


Ts recommended dose n patients 6to 11 years of apes based on comparison ofthe pharma 
‘kinetics of ALLEGRA in aut and peat patnt and on the salt profile cl fexofenadine hydochoide 
in toth aul and padatic patents at doses equal fo or higher han the recommended doses, 

Tesafety of ALLEGRA abet ta dose of 30mg twice day hasbeen demonstrated in 38 pediatric patnts 
6 to 1 yas ofan into paceb-contrled eek seasoal ali hints bis, The safety of ALLEGRA 
forthe treximent of chronic iogathic urtcara patents 6 to 11 years of ape is basa on coss-tudy 
mparison of th pharmacokinetics of ALLEGRA in aul and peat patents and onthe aly proof 
‘evofnadine in botn adult and pediatric patients at doses equa to rhigher han the recommended dose, 
‘The efetveness of ALLEGRA for the treatment of seasonal allergic minis in gatents 6 to 11 years of 398 
‘as demonstrated in ne tal (411) in which ALLEGRA tbls 30 mg wie daly sigicany reduced total 
‘symptom scares compared to placebo, along ith etrapolation of demonstrated eicacy in patents ages 12 
srs and above, and the pharmacokneecompssons in adults andciden. The eleciveness of ALLEGRA 
{or the weatment ol chronic idiopathic uricara in pallens 6 ta 11 years of a's based onan extrapolation 
ofthe demonstrated eficay of ALLEGRA in alts vith this conan and the Raood tha the dense 
course, palhophysilogy al the drug’ afc are substataly sina in chin otha of adult patents, 
‘The salty and etlectveness of ALLEGRA in peda pallens under 6 years ofa have no been established. 


eritic Use 

Ginica studies of ALLEGRA tablets and capsules aid not include suficient numbers o subjects aged 65 
years and oer to determine whether this popution responds diferent from younger patents, ther 
Teported clinical eperienos has not dented diferences in responses blvee the era and younger 
patents. This dugis known to be substan exceed bythe kidney, andthe risk of onc reacons to this 
‘rug may be greater inpatients ith impaied renal uncon, Because elder patents are more Iely to 
Fave decreased reraluncton, care shoud be taken in dos selection, and may be useful to mantr real 
function, (See CLINICAL PHARMACOLOGY). 

‘ADVERSE REACTIONS. 


‘Seasonal Alec Rinlis 

‘Adults. in placebo-conroled seasonal arc hints cnical tras inpatients 12 years af age and alder, 
which included 2461 patents receiving fesofenacine hydrochloride capsules at doses of 20 mg to 240 mq 
twice daily, adverse events were simiar in feolenainehydroehoride and placebo-treated patents All 


adverse events that were reported by greater than 1% of patients who received the recommended daily dose 
of fexofenadine hydrochloride (60 mg capsules twice daity), and that were more common with fexofena- 
din hyrctonde tan placebo, ae se inate 
ina pac cartoled cia syn he United Sis, whch nce 70 patents aged 12 years and 
‘let esing feline hrc abies at oss of 120 or 180 mg once day adverse events 
‘Were similar in fexofenadine hydrochloride and placebo-treated patients. Table 1 also lists adverse experi- 
ences at vere report y gtr than 2 of ates eed wih exci ycochlride ls t 
doses of 180 mg once daily and that were more common with fexofenadine hydrochloride than placebo, 
The ncence of adverse evens, ncding eroies, was not seed and was simi acess 
subgroups fied by ap, ner andra. 
bie 
Adverse experiences in patients ayes 12 years and older reported in placebo-controlied seasonal 
allergic rhinitis clinical trials in the United States: 
‘Twice daily dosing with fexofenadine capsules at rates of greater than 1% 


Adverse experience Fesolenadine 60 mg Placebo 
Tice Daly Twice Daly 
(673) (oe671) 
rl nection co, ty) 25% 15% 
Nausea 18% 15% 
Dyemenorrtea 15% 03% 
Drowsiness 13h 09% 
Dyspepsia 13% 06S 
Faigue 134% 09% 
‘Once daly dosing with fexofenadine hydrochloride tablets at rates of greater than 255 
‘Adverse experince Fevoenadine 180 mg Placebo 
‘nce aly (288) 
(2283) 
Headache 108% 75% 
‘Uppar Respiratory Tract tection 32% Ste 
Back Pain 28% ae 


Th requeney and magnitude of aortory abnormalities were simian fexteatine hydrochloride and 
aceo rested patients, 

Petit, Table 2 lst adverse exprencsin ptt aged 6 011 yeas of age which were epi by 
eater han 2 of patie reste wih fexofenadine hydoehoide tates a dose of 30mg tic dy 
in placebo-contoed seasonal argc rns stuf inthe United Stats and Coad that were more 
common wth fexofenadine hydrochlr than placebo, 

Table? 
‘Adverse experiences reported in plcebo-contoled seasonal allergic rhinlsstules in peditic 


‘patients ages 6 lo 11 in the United States and Canada at rates of greater than 2% 
‘Adverse expenence Fexolenaine $0 mg Placebo 
‘nail (0-229) 

(0-209) 
Headache 12% 65% 
Accident inury 29% 13% 
Coughing 48% 13% 
Fever 2% 09% 
Pain 2a Od 
Otis Mesa aK 0% 
Upper Respiratory Tac ifacton| 43% 1 


‘ron apathetic 

Adverse evens reported by patients 12 years of age and ole in placebocontroled chronic ipatic 
unica tui wee simi o those reported in paebo-contoled seasonal alec hints studs. In 
Hlacebo-conroled croc kop ura cial ral, which inuded 725 patents 12 years of age 
and ede receving fexofenadine hycrochlrid tables doses f 20 o 240 mg vie daly adverse eens 
‘were simiar in feolenadine hydrochloride and placebo-treated patents, abe @ ts adverse expences 
Ingatents aged 1 yeas and ote ich were reported by ores han 2% of pains treated with fexle- 
‘ain hyrocloide 60mg tables vie dally in controll circa ties n te United Stats and Canada 
and that were more cormmon with fexofenadine hydrochloride than placebo. The safely of fxoeradine 
hydrochiorig inthe treatment of cron toga urea in pei palens 6 1g 11 years age ks 
based onthe sly prof ofeofenadine hydroctlrd n adults and adolescent patents at doses equal 
‘oor higher ian he recommended dose (es Peiatic Use) 

Table 
‘Adverse experiences reported in patient 12 years and older in placeboconrled chon iflopathic 
utara studies in he Unite States and Canade at rats of greater tan 2% 


Adverse experience Fevotenadine 60 mg Placebo 
‘hice oy (e178) 
(n=186) 

Back Pin 22% 11% 

Sinusitis 22% 1% 

Diziness 22% 08% 

Drowsiness 22% 00% 


Events that have been reprted during controled inca tas involving seasonal alegic rints and 
‘chronic idiopathic urtcara patients wth incidences lss than 1% and similar to placebo and have been 
‘arly reported during postmartatingsurveanc include: insomnia, nervousness, and sleep disorders or 
Barina nae cases, rash, utara, rus and hypersensty reactions wth manestaions such as 
anpioedma, chest tittness, dyspnea, fushng and systemic anaphylais have been reported. 
‘OVERDOSAGE 

Reports of frotenadine hydrochloride overdose have been infrequent and contin iited information 
However, diziness, drowsiness, and dy mouth have been repared. Single dass of fexofenadine 
Fnyrochorid up to 80 mg (sx normal volutes at this dose lve), and doses up to 690 mg twice dally 
fort month (tres normal volunteers at this dose lvl) or 240 mg anc daly for 1 yar (234 normal volun- 
tees at ths dose level) wae administered without the deelopment of cnicaly signficant adverse events 
as compared to placebo 

In the event of overdose, conser standard measures to remove ary unabsorbed drug, Symptomati and 
Supportive treatment recommended. 

Hemodialysis didnot fective remove fxolenadine hydrochorid from blood (1.7% removed) flowing 
tertenaine administration, 

No dais ocured at oral doses of exlenadine hydrachoide up to S000 mk in mic (10 mes the 
maximum recommended daly ofl dose in adults and 200 times the maximum recommended dally ofl 
‘ose in cikren based on gi’) and upto S000 mg in ats (280 times the maximum recommenced 
aly oral dose in adults and 400 tines the maximum recommended daly orl dose in children based on 
‘gin. Adltionaly no cincal signs o tox or gros pathalogical ndings were observed. In dogs, no 
evince of toy as observed at oa doses upto 2000 mak (200 times the maximum recommended 
SN ro ys a 590 Se i vier aly ol ence ase on 
‘mim 

Prescing Information as of Novernber 2000 
Aventis Prarmaceutals ne 

Kansas Gity, MO 68137 USA 

US Patents 4 254,129; 5,375,683, 5.578.610 
wwaliegra.com 
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The 2nd Annual 


Top RB Units 


1. COLORADO 
Junior Chris Brown was the Buffaloes leading rusher in 2001 wich 
946 yards and 16 touchdowns, In the regular-season finale, Brown tore 
through Nebraska’ defense for 198 yards and a school-record six 
touchdowns, and followed that up with a 18 three-TD outburst 
xas, Junior Bobby 
Purify, the Buff’ second-leading rusher with 916 yards, five touch- 
downs and a 5.8-yard average, topped the 100-yard mark three times 
last year, including a 191-yard effort against Colorado State. Marcus 
Houston was the first player in school history to rush for 100 or more 
in his first two games as a true freshman before hip and groin 
ct in, If Houston is close to 100 percent, he will be special. 


2. VIRGINIA TECH f 

Kevin Jones was Virginia Tech's leading rusher 
in 2001 as a true freshman with 957 yards, 5.5 \é 
per carry and five touchdowns, despite not mov- 
ing into the starting lineup until lat In 
his three starts, he ran for 155 yards ag 
‘emple, 181 against Virginia and 160 against 
Miami. Senior Lee Suggs, the Hokies’ career 
leader in rushing touchdowns, injured a knee in 
the first game (Connecticut) of 2001 after rush- Lee Suggs 
ing for 99 yards on 12 carries (8.2 per carry) and two touchdowns, 
and missed the rest of the season, In 2000, Suggs led the Big East in 
rushing and led the nation in scoring. He carried the ball 222 times 
and did not fumble once. 


3. NEBRASKA 

Senior Dahrran Diedrick returns at L-back for 
the Cornhuskers after pacing the Big 12 in rush- 
ing in 2001 with 1,299 yards. He averaged 5.6 
pet carry and scored 15 touchdowns. Senior 
‘Thunder Collins averaged 6.9 yards per carry 
last fall, running for 647 yards and five sco! 
and gives Nebraska enviable depth at [- 
Third- and fourth-string I-backs DeAncae 
Srixby and Robin Miller also return as juniors, with highly rated 
freshman David Horne of Omaha coming in this fall. 


4, ALABAMA 

Senior Ahmaad Galloway has been Alabama's leading rusher for 
the last two seasons, Last fall he ran for 881 yards and six touch- 
downs, ing 5.1 per carry. Junior Santonio Beard added 633 
yards at a whopping 8.2-yards a pop. Speedster Ray Hudson man- 
aged to squeeze out 37 carries with a 5.5-yard average as a freshman 
last year, Redshirt freshman Marquez Dupree, the son of former 
Oklahoma star Marcus Dupree, and Texas Tech transfer Shaud 
Williams add to the riches. 


5. TEXAS 

Cedric Benson led Texas in rushing last year with 1,053 yards and 
12 touchdowns and was named Big 12 Offensive Freshman of the 
Year, Remember Earl Campbell and Ricky Williams? Benson is the 
only player in Longhorn history to rush for over 1,000 yards as a 
freshman. Junior Ivan Williams, the Horns’ second-leading rusher 
with 519 yards, 5.1 per carry and five touchdowns, also returns. 


0) 
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Chris Brown Bobby Purify 


6. UNLV 
The Rebels boast the Mountain West Conferen 
rusher in 


top returning 
nior Joe Haro, who ran for 1,107 yards and 10 touch- 
downs last season. But Haro may have to share the honors in 2002 
with Deon Burnett, who ran for 1,319 yards in two seasons at Ws 
ington State, including a school freshman-record 974 yards in 1999, 
Dominique Dorsey, the 2001 MWC Freshman of the Year, returns 
after averaging 6.6 yards with four touchdowns on 57 carries during 


his rookie season, 


7. COLORADO STATE 

Henti Childs is back at running back for Colorado State after 
ing the Rams la n with 841 yards, including 237 on 30 carries 
against BYU. pp led the Mountain West in rushing with 841 
yards and 10 touchdowns and was first-team all-conference in 2000 
before missing last season with a heel injury. Rahsaan Sanders, the 
Rams second-leading rusher in 1999 and 2000, also returns to action 
after missing ’01 with a severe hamstring pull. 


8. WAKE FOREST 
‘The Demon Deacons led the ACC in rushing last season with 
ce Williams doing most of the damage, Williams sped for 1,018 
and 10 touchdowns last year despite missing one game with a 
sprained ankle, Fred Staton, the Deacons’ second-leading rusher in 
2001 with 583 yards and seven touchdowns, also returns to action, 


9. MIDDLE TENNESSEE 

Blue Raiders ball carrier Dwone Hicks enters his senior season as 
the reigning Sun Belt Conference Offensive Player of the Year. He led 
che league with 1,143 rushing yards, averaging six yards per attempt, 
and finished second nationally in scoring with 20 rushing touch- 
downs, Hicks’ backup, Reshard Lee, averaged 7.3 yards per carry and 
accumulated 790 yards on the ground, 


10. BOISE STATE 

First-team All-WAC running back Brock Forsey ran for 1,207 
yards and 13 touchdowns for Boise State last season, David Mikell 
added 568 yards and five TDs and averaged 28.4 yards on kickoff 
returns with another score. No. 3 rusher Donny Heck (123 yards) 
also returns, 


£8 
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Honorable Mention 
Akron, Florida State, LSU and Michigan 
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The 2nd Annual 


Top WR/TE Units 


1. MARSHALL 

Marshall wide receiver Darius Watts was first-team All-Mid-Amer- 
ican Conference and honorable mention All-America last year as a 
sophomore. He caught 91 balls for 1,417 yards and was second in the 
nation with 18 touchdown catches, fourth in receptions per game 
(7.6) and sixth in receiving yards per game (118.1). Josh Davis also 
was first-team All-MAC and his 79 catches were the most ever in 
NCAA history for a freshman, Denero Marriott added 56 receptions, 
nine for scores. Counting the GMAC Bowl, Waets, Davis and Mar- 
riott each caught passes for over 1,000 yards. Georgia transfer Jason 
Rader will significantly upgrade the team’s receiving capabilities at 
the tight end position, And they all will have Byron Leftwich throw- 
ing to them. 


2. TEXAS 

Texas’ top 10 receivers all return from last 
year, Roy Williams was first-team All-Big 12 in 
2001 after snagging 67 passes, seven for touch- 
downs, and he posted those numbers while pla 
ing all year with painful bone spurs in his | 
ankle, He underwent surgery in January and will 
be back at 100 percent after playing at about 75 
percent last year, B,J. Johnson and Sloan 
‘Thomas combined for 70 catches and nine scor- | 
ing grabs, and Bo Scaife is one of the top pass- Roy Williams 
catching tight ends in the country with 30 receptions for a 13-yard 
average in ‘01. 


3. ILLINOIS 

All of the Illini wide + 
including last year’s top two pass catchers: Bran- 
don Lloyd (60 catches, 1,006 yards, eight touch- 
downs) and 6'5", 220-pound Walter Young (44 
17.8-yard average, six touchdowns). 
Lloyd is only the fourth receiver in Illinois his- 
tory to post a 1,000-yard season. Young finished 
the season with three straight 100-yard games, 
including a 178-yard efor tafe Sugar Bowl. : 
Aaron Moorehead is also back after averaging 17 Brandon Lloyd 
yards on 17 grabs, and so is Greg Lewi 
ing two yeats ago with 40 catches, six for touchdowns. 


4, OKLAHOMA 

Oklahoma's Trent Smith was second-team All-Big 12 and led the 
nation’ tight ends in receiving last year with a team-high 61 catches 
for a team-high six touchdowns, Also returning are seniors Antwone 
Savage and Curtis Fagan, who combined for 65 catches and six 
touchdown grabs, and Mark Clayton, who posted a school freshman- 
record 45 receptions last season. 


5. FLORIDA STATE 

‘Talman Gardner returns for the Seminoles after averaging 19.7 
yards on 33 receptions with 11 scoring grabs last fall. Also back ai 
the two projected 2001 wide receiver starters who missed the ye 
with injuries: Anquan Boldin, who had 41 catches for 664 yards and 
six TDs in 2000, and Robert Morgan, who added 19 receptions that 
year. Sophomores Craphonso Thorpe (19.1-yard average on 15 
catches) and PK, Sam will also see significant action. 
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Josh Davis Denero Marriott 


6. CLEMSON 

‘The top four wide receive 
Roscoe Crosby and Airese Currie— return for Clemson 
bining for 117 receptions for 1,693 yards and 11 touchdowns last fall 
Four of coach ‘Tommy Bowden’ freshman receivers — Hamil- 
ton, Crosby, Currie and tight end Ben H cored touchdowns in 
the ‘Tigers’ Humanitarian Bowl win over Louisiana ‘Tech. Kevin 
Youngblood, who entered 2001 as the team’s projected go-to receiver 
con with a broken leg, is back in the roration, 


— Derrick Hamilton, J.J. McKelvey, 
er com- 


but missed the 


7, OREGON 

Oregon returns all of its top receivers from 2001 except tight end 
Justin Peele, George Wrighster will replace Peele this season af 
catching 12 balls in 2001. Keenan Howry is a first-team All-Pac-10 
returnee as both a wide receiver and punt returner. Howry led the 
Ducks last fall with 49 receptions for 669 yards and eight touch 
downs, Jason Willis finished second on the team with 37 catches, and 
Samie Parker averaged a team-high 18.3 yards on 32 grabs. 


8. MIAMI 

Andre Johnson, who caught 37 passes for an 18.4-yard average 
10 touchdowns, and was co-MVP of the Rose Bowl, is back at wide 
receiver for the Hurricanes. sands, the erstwhile quarterback, 
and junior Kevin Beard are reliable targets. Jason Geathers was a 1999 
Parade All-American who, based on his spring performance, could 
have his breakout year in 2002, And Kellen Winslow II, a tight end 
with outstanding receiving skills, will take over for Jeremy Shockey, 


9. CINCINNATI 

‘incinnatis three returning wide receivers — LaDaris Vann, ‘Tye 
Keith and Jon Olinger — combined for 142 receptions for 1,949 yards 
and 14 touchdowns in 2001. Vann was first-team All-Conference USA 
et leading the league with 73 catches for 902 yards and is the school’s 
reer receptions leader with 133. Keith added 42 grabs last fall while 
Olinger posted a team-high 17.4-yard average on 27 catches. 


10. WYOMING 

Wyoming returns five wideouts — Ryan McGuffey, Malcolm 
joyd, Brock Ralph, Scottie Vines and Leonard Jones — who 
accounted for 204 catches and 2,896 receiving yards in 2001. 
McGuffey came in eighth nationally with 7.2 receptions per game 
and was first-team All-Mountain West. 


nd 
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Honorable Mention 
Georgia, Ohio State, Purdue, Stanford and Washington 
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IT’S ALL THE DEFENSE YOU'LL NEED. 


With Prestone® antifreeze as your key defensive player, you'll blitz 
everything Old Man Winter dishes out on your engine. That's only the beginning. 
Prestone, the only antifreeze tough enough to partner with the NFL, has also 
introduced the E-Z pour~ jug with its no-splash design. This jug allows 
an easier and cleaner pour without the use of a funnel. With all of this, 
you know the big yellow jug will be your defensive MVP. 


www.prestone.com 


It's} Prestone } Season: 


1. FLORIDA STATE 

All five of Florida State's offensive line starters return as seniors 
along with all five of their backups. Tackle Brett Williams is a 2002 
Athlon Sports preseason All-American. Williams led his Seminole 
linemates last fall in three major categories with a 91-percent season 
blocking grade, 48 pancakes and 30 key blocks. He was the recipient 
of the Jacobs Blocking Trophy as the ACC's top offensive lineman. 
Tackle Todd Williams, guards Milford Brown and Montrae Holland 
and center Antoine Mirambeau also return to their starting duties. 
Brown finished second on the team in pancake blocks with 45. Hol- 
land is a second-team All-ACC returnee. 


2. WISCONSIN 

The offensive line two-deep returns en 
masse for Wisconsin, led by All-America can- 
didates and cousins Al and Ben Johnson at 
center and tackle, respectively. Al is the Bad- 
gers’ most experienced lineman with 23 
career starts and is a two-time Honorable 
Mention All-Big Ten choice. Ben, at 6'7", 
321, enters 2002 with 21 career starts. 
Sophomore Dan Buenning started all 12 
games as a 2001 freshman. Tackle Jason Jow- 
ers missed just nine snaps all last season. 
Jonathan Clinkscale and Kalvin Barrett 
started six games apiece at left guard last year as redshirt freshmen. 


3. GEORGIA 

Four starters return to a Georgia offensive 
line that surrendered just 15 sacks last season. 
The leader is All-SEC and Athlon Sports pre- 
season All-American Jon Stinchcomb. Stinch- 
comb and guard Kevin Breedlove each have 
started 33 games over their careers, more than 
any other current Bulldog player. Gargantuan 
George Foster (6'6", 322) at tackle and Alex 
Jackson (6'4", 345) at guard also return to g 
their posts as seniors. Another senior, Kareem 
Marshall, started five games at tackle last sea- 
son. 


4. IOWA 

Four starters are back along the Iowa offensive line, led by a pair of 
All-Big ‘Ten performers in guard Eric Steinbach and tackle David 
Porter. Robert Gallery returns at the other tackle, and Bruce Nelson 
has started 35 straight games at center. Ben Sobieski, one of the 
Hawkeyes’ most talented players, could figure at tackle if he can 
shake the injury bug. 


5. COLORADO 

Guard Andre Gurode and tackle Victor Rogers, the marquee 
names on Colorado's offensive line last season, will be playing on 
Sundays from now on. The returning starters are tackle Justin Bates, 
who graded out highest of all last year’ starters; guard Marwan Hage, 
who finished second ro Gurode with 94 “domination” blocks; and 
second-team All-Big 12 center Wayne Lucier, Karl Allis, a six-game 
starter as a redshirt freshman in 2000, steps back into the lineup at 
guard. 
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Florida State welcomes back its entire offensive line. 


6. BOSTON COLLEGE 

Boston College led the Big East in rushing in 2001 and finished 
behind only Miami in fewest sacks allowed, and has lose just one 
offensive line starter — All-Big East tackle Mare Colombo — to 
graduation, Center Dan Koppen and guard Mark Parenteau both 
made second-team All-Big East, and guard Chris Snee earned Fresh- 
man All-America mention. Tackles Leo Bell and Augie Hoffman 
started 13 games between them last year. 


7. MIAMI 

Reports of a Miami offensive line demise would be premature. 
Center Brett Romberg is a first-team All-Big East returnee. Guard 
Sherko Haji-Rasouli landed on the all-conference second-team. Also 
back is guard Ed Wilkins, who started the second half of last season 
while Haji-Rasouli was on the shelf wich an injury. Any Miami oppo- 
nent who thinks tackles Vernon Carey and Carlos Joseph were second 
rate because they were second string will find out differently this year: 


8. WASHINGTON STATE 

‘The offensive line that led the Cougars to a second-place Pac-10 fin- 
ish in total offense in 2001 returns all but one player from the two-deep 
for 2002. First-team all-conference performer Derrick Roche is at right 
guard, Tackles Josh Parrish and Calvin Armstrong and center Tyler 
Hunt also return to their starting assignments. Cougar coaches are try- 


, 300-pound Sam Lightbody. 


9. MARYLAND 

Maryland’s Todd Wike, a first-team All-ACC returnee who has 
played guard, center and tight end during his first three years in Col- 
lege Park, spearheads the unit at left guard. C.J. Brooks was a Fresh- 
man All-American last fall and recurns at left tackle with Mate 
Crawford back at right tackle. Junior Lamar Bryant is a two-year 
starter at right guard. 


10. ALABAMA 

‘Three of Alabama’ starting offensive linemen last season — tackles 
Wesley Briet and Evan Mathis and guard Justin Smiley — were redshirt 
freshmen. Britt and Smiley were Freshman All-Americans, Marico Por- 
tis is back at guard after grading 100 percent in six games last season. 
First-team AIl-SEC center Alonzo Ephraim is the group’ leader. Dante 
Ellington, a starter in 1999 and 2000, is also available at tackle. 


Honorable Mention 
East Carolina, Fresno State, Michigan State, North Texas, Notre 
Dame and Stanford 


CoLtLteGe FooTBALL 2002 


The 2nd Annual 


Top DL Units 


1. MIAMI 

Miami's 2002 defensive line looks scary, with the top 10 perform- 
ers from lase year’s front four all returning. End Jerome McDougle 
logged 15 tackles for a loss, six sacks, 48 hurries and an interception, 
and was first-team All-Big East and third-team All-America, Tackle 
William Joseph posted 19 tackles for a loss, 10 sacks and an inter- 
ception, and was second-team All-Big East and third-team All-Amer- 
ica, Tackle Matt Walters led the Hurricane linemen last year with 66 
total tackles and also picked off a pass. End Cornelius Green was 
Miami’s Defensive Rookie of the Year in 2000 but missed most of last 
year with an injury. End Jamaal Green notched six sacks and 22 hur- 
ries, and sophomore tackle Vince Wilfork contributed 11 tackles for 
a loss and two fumble recoveries in a backup role, 


2. OKLAHOMA 

‘Tommie Harris made a huge splash for the 
Sooners last year as a true freshman, racking up 
17 tackles for a loss on his way to Big 12 Defen- 
sive Freshman of the Year, first-team all-confer- 
ence and Freshman All-America honors, End 
Jimmy Wilkerson joined Harris on the All-Big 
12 first team, and he’s back after posting a tes 
high 18 tackles for a loss, five sacks and 10 pass 
breakups, Tackle Kory Klein teamed with Harris A 
ona ferocious inside pass rush as the two tied for Tommie Harris 
the team lead with 14 quarterback hurries apiece. Klein also inter- 
cepted a pass. $ des excellent pas 
speed at right end. 


3, MICHIGAN 

Michigan has all four defensive line starters 
back after leading the Big ‘Ten in rushing 
defense, total defense and scoring defense last 
season. Ends Dan Rumishek and Shantee Orr 
were first- and second-team All-Big Ten respec- 
tively, Shawn Lazarus, a two-year starter, and 
Norman Heuer return at the tackles. Grant 
Bowman and Larry Stevens, who started nine Dan Rumishek 
games between them two yeats ago as freshmen, and former Fresh- 
man All-American Alain Kashama will keep the starters fresh. 


4, ALABAMA 

"Three starters return to the Alabama defensive line for 2002. One 
of them — tackle Jarret Johnson — was first-team All-SEC. The 
other two — ends Kenny King and Kindal Moorehead — were sec- 
ond-team All-SEC. The threesome combined for 142 tackles, 11 
tackles for a loss, 16 sacks and two interceptions. Backup ends 
Antwan Odom and Nautyn McKay-Loescher and tackle Anthony 
Bryant would have been starters just about anywhere else. 


5. WASHINGTON STATE 

Seven of the eight players on last year's Washington State defensive 
line two-deep return, including the regular three-man tackle rotation 
of Rien Long, Tai Tupai and Jeremy Williams. Long was an all-con- 
ference performer in 01. End D.D. Acholonu recorded 9.5 sacks 
despite sharing the position with Isaac Brown, who finished with 8.5 
sacks, and both return in °02, At the other end, senior Fred Shavies 
is back for his third year as a starter, 
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6, FLORIDA STATE 

Seminole tackle Darnell Dockett racked up 22 tackles for a loss last 
season and was first-team All-ACC. Dockett and nose tackle Jeff 
Womble both have been starters for two years, Sophomore ‘Travis 
Johnson joins Docket and Womble in a dominating three-man tackle 
rotation. Ends Alonzo Jackson and Kevin Emanuel return, and the 
move of sophomore Eric Moore and redshirt freshman Willie Jones 
from linebacker will inject pass-rushing speed into the end positions. 


7. TEXAS 


xas led the nation in toral defense and the Big 12 in rushing 
defense last season, and three starters return to the Longhorns’ front 
four in 2002, including All-America end Cory Redding, Redding 
registered 14 tackles for a loss and five sacks in ’01, and returned an 
interception for a touchdown. Redding and Kalen Thornton at the 
other end are entering their third year as starters, ‘Tackle Marcus 
Tubbs was second-team All-Big 12 as a sophomoi 


8. BOSTON COLLEGE 

Antonio Garay returns at end for Boston College after registering 
five sacks and nine tackles for a loss last fall. C 
All-Big East despite missing four games with an injury. Doug Good- 
win is a two-year starter at tackle, where juniors Tom Martin and 
Keith Leavite have started 27 games between them since they were 
freshmen two years ago. 


9. UTAH 

‘Two of Utah's returning defensive line starters were first-team all- 
conference performers in 2001 — rush end Jason Kaufusi and tackle 
Garrett Smith. Noseguard Lauvale Sape ended up on the All-MWC 
second team, and he did all his damage coming off the bench. The 
left end is returning starter Josh Savage. 


10. LOVISVILLE 

Louisville's defensive line returns intact from a year ago, led by All- 
American Dewayne White at end, White finished second in the 
nation and set a Conference USA single-season record with 15 sacks. 
Devon Thomas, who broke into the starting lineup ahead of All-C- 
USA performer Michael Josiah early last season, returns at the other 
end. Bobby Leffew, a 2001 Freshman All-American, and Scott Lopez 
are stationed at the tackles, 


econd-team 


ray Ws 


Honorable Mention 


Ohio State, Oregon, Oregon State, Penn State and Western Michigan 
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ual Athlon Award: 


Top LB Units 


1. MIAMI 

Miami’ middle linebacker is Jonathan Vilma, the team’s leading 
tackler and a first-team All-Big East performer. Vilma made a name 
for himself in the Rose Bowl win over Nebraska, with eight tackles 
including three for a loss and two memorable de-cleaters. D.J. 
Williams played fullback as a freshman two years ago after a National 
High School Defensive Player of the Year senior season. He made the 
transition to defense last year and is back on the strong side. Redshire 
freshmen Leon Williams and Roger McIntosh are athletic specimens 
who will move into the playing group in 2002. 


2. GEORGIA TECH 

‘The Yellow Jackets return all three starting 
linebackers from 2001 plus another from 
2000. Recardo Wimbush is a three-year starter 
who paced the team last season with 96 stops, 
including nine for a loss. Keyaron Fox wasnt 
far behind with 95 tackles, cight behind the 
line. Daryl Smith led the Yellow Jackets in 
tackles two years ago as a true freshman, when 
he also intercepted two passes. Ather Brown, 
who started every game in 2000, also returns 
after missing most of last year with a broken 
foot. 


3. COLORADO STATE 


Colorado State coach Sonny Lubick has a 
problem: four returning starters at three line- 
backer positions. Two of them, Eric Pauly and 
Drew Wood, were second-team All-Mountain 
West last season, Pauly led the conference with 
115 tackles. Wood finished second on the team 
with 96 stops and intercepted three passes. 
Adam Wade tied for the team lead with six 7 
tackles for a loss. David Vickers is a former 
starter who missed much of last season with an ile 
injury after racking up 91 tackles, including 10 

for a loss, in 2000. 


4, AUBURN 

Auburn is blessed with a glut of linebacker talent. Dontarrious 
‘Thomas returns after posting 122 tackles and nine for a loss, both 
team highs, and a game-saving interception against Louisiana Tech in 
2001. Thomas is on the weak side with Karlos Dansby, who led the 
team last season with five interceptions, and redshire freshman 
Lemarcus Rowell, one of the nation’s hottest linebacker recruits last 
year, on the strong side. Mayo Sowell, 2 2001 Freshman All-Ameri- 
can, will back up Mark Brown in the middle. 


5. COLORADO 


All three starting linebackers return for the Buffaloes this year, led 
by Sean Tufts at one of the inside spots. Tufts recorded 57 tackles last 
season, including 11 each against Nebraska and Missouri, while start- 
ing every game as a sophomore. At the other inside position is Drew 
Wahlroos, another 13-gam ar. On the outside is Joey 
Johnson, who stopped a Texas drive with an interception in the 
league championship game and returned a fumble 52 yards for a 
touchdown to seal a 31-21 win against Texas A&M. 


Recardo 
Wimbush 


Eric Pauly 


scarter last) 
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Jonathan Vilma 


6. TEXAS A&M 

Jarrod Penright is a first-team All-Big 12 returnee at OLB who led 
the Aggies last fall in tackles for a loss with 19 and sacks with 10.5 
He also scored a touchdown on a 17-yard fumble return against 
Kansas State. Brian Gamble has started the last 33 straight games and 
notched six or more tackles in eight of last season's contests. Gamble 
is back at one inside spot along with Jared Morris, who started all but 
two regular-season games as a sophomore, at the other. 


7. ARIZONA 

Inside linebacker Lance Briggs is a two-time first-team All-Pac-10 
returnee for Arizona. Rejoining Briggs on the inside is senior Ray 
Wells, who played half of last season at “whip” linebacker in place of 
the injured Joe Siofele. Briggs, Wells and Siofele all return to their 
regular positions to open the 2002 campaign, along with Kirk John- 
son, who rang up 33 tackles in five starts last fall as a true freshman. 


8. ILLINOIS 

Illinois’ linebacker corps returns intact from last season, with Jerry 
Schumacher starting for his third year in the middle. Schumacher 
registered team highs last fall with 115 tackles, 16 tackles for a loss 
and six sacks. Flanking Schumacher are returning starters Ty Myers 
and Joe Bevis. 


9. FLORIDA STATE 

Florida State's outside linebackers are juniors Kendyll Pope and 
Michael Boulware. Pope finished second on the club in tackles with 
113, Boulware fourth with 81, and they combined for five intercep- 
tions. Also back is middle linebacker Jerel Hudson, who started the 
last two games, including the Gator Bowl. And two of the most cov- 
eted linebacker recruits in the country — Buster Davis and A.J. 
Nicholson — are headed for Tallahassee. 


10. WASHINGTON 

Opportunistic senior Ben Mahdavi led the Huskies with 85 tack- 
les and tied a school record with four fumble recoveries last season. 
Senior Jafar Williams, a starter in 1999 and 2000, is back at one out- 
side linebacker spot after missing all last year with an injury. Senior 
Kai Ellis, a.k.a. The Creature, fought through injuries after opening 
the season with a 13-tackle performance against Michigan. 


Honorable Mention 
Arkansas, Hawaii, Maryland and Ole Miss 
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The most important stat on Boomer Esiason's resume isn't 
Just being an AFC champion or his trip to the Super Bowl. It's 
his commitment to the Boomer Esiason Foundation. After 
learning his son, Gunnar, had Cystic Fibrosis, he had one 
goal in mind—to score a cure for Cystic Fibrosis. Through his 
efforts, and yours, we can find a cure. 


To make a donation to the Boomer Esiason Foundation, 
call 212-525-7777. For more information about Samsung's 
Four Seasons of Hope, the Boomer Esiason Foundation and 
how you can help, visit www.fourseasonsofhope.com 
or www.esiason.org, Together we can find a cure! 
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Top DB Units 


1. LOUISVILLE 

Seven of the eight players on Louisville’ defensive back two-deep 
return from last year; including all four starters. Free safety Anthony 
Floyd owns the school and Conference USA record for career inter- 
ceptions with 17. He picked off 10 passes in 2000 alone. Last year, 
Floyd totaled 97 tackles, including four for a loss, and four INTs, 
Strong safety Curry Burns was second-team All-C-USA last fall after 
leading the Cardinals in tackles with 107 and equaling Floyd’ inter- 
ception total with four. Ronnie Gallishaw and Josh Minkins return 
at the corners, Gallishaw led the 2001 Cardinals with five picks, and 
Minkins added another. Also returning is cornerback Chris Johnson, 
who started the Liberty Bowl ahead of Minkins and responded with 


an interception and a pass breakup. 
i ) 


2. ILLINOIS 

The Fighting Illini will field the best pair of 
cornerbacks anywhere in America, Eugene Wil- 
son and Christian Morton finished with the two 
highest pass breakup totals in the nation at 29 
and 26 respectively. Wilson intercepted six 
passes. Morton swiped four with 104 return 
yards and brought back two for touchdowns. 
Wilson was first-team All-Big 10; Morton sec- 
ond-team. Michael Hall logged 16 tackles, inter- Eugene Wilson 
cepted a pass and broke up 11 others as the Illini nickel back. Jamaal 
Clark, who returned a blocked punt for a touchdown against Ohio 
State, and Mare Jackson will move into the safety spots. 


3. OKLAHOMA 

The Sooners’ secondary is easily one of the 
nation’s best, with three lock-down cornerbacks 
in senior Andre Woolfolk, junior Derrick Strait 
and sophomore Antonio Perkins, Strait has been 
all-conference for two years. He and Perkins “7 
each had three interceptions in 2001; Strait a EB 
returned one for a touchdown. Woolfolk, who 7 4 
has seen extensive action on both sides of the } h: 
ball the last two years, picked off one pass in’01 Derrick Strait 
and ran it back 39 yards. Brandon Everage returns at free safety with 
three career picks. 


4. ARKANSAS 

‘Three 2001 starters return in the Arkansas secondary, led by first- 
team All-SEC free safety Ken Hamlin, who logged 118 tackles and 
recovered three fumbles, Hamlin and cornerback Lawrence Richard- 
son picked off three passes apiece. Eddie Jackson, a two-year starter 
at the other corner, will battle Ahmad Carroll, a Freshman All-SEC 
pick last year, for a starting assignment. Whoever loses that battle will 
be one of the top nickel backs in the nation. 


5. TEXAS A&M 

Aggie cornerback Sammy Davis landed on the All-Big 12 first team 
after intercepting five passes and breaking up 10. A8¢M’s leading tack- 
ler was returning strong safety Terrence Kiel with 92 total stops. On 
the comer opposite Davis is Byron Jones, who earned game MVP 
honors after a three-interception performance in the Aggies 28-9 win 
over TCU in the Galleryfurniture.com Bowl, his first start as a fresh- 
man. Regular-season starter Sean Weston is also back. 


Ross Dettman 


26 


‘Dan Lauren 


Curry Burns 


6. UCLA 

‘Two All-America candidates roam the UCLA secondary. Senior 
cornerback Ricky Manning is a two-time first-team All-Pac-10 selec- 
tion who has been a starter since the third game of his freshman year. 
Free safety Mact Ware is the reigning Pac-10 Freshman of the Year. He 
totaled five interceptions and 32 tackles. Ben Emanuel started eight 
games as a redshirt freshman and picked off two passes, returning one 
for a touchdown against Washington State in his first career start. 


7. OREGON STATE 

Dennis Weathersby has been a fixture in the Oregon State sec- 
ondary for the last three years. A former Freshman All-American, 
Weathersby added 14 pass breakups to his career numbers in 2001 
while also intercepting two passes with 76 yards in returns, Senior 
cornerback Terrell Roberts and sophomore safety Mitch Meeuwsen 
notched three interceptions apiece. 


8. NORTH TEXAS 

All four starters return to the secondary for the Mean Green. Don 
McGee is a three-year starter at cornerback who led the Big West in 
interceptions two years ago as a sophomore. Jonas Buckles at free 
safety led the Sun Belt in interceptions with five last year as a fresh- 
man. Strong safety Craig Jones registered 10 or more tackles in four 
games last season and added two interceptions. 


9. NORTHERN ILLINOIS 

Northern Illinois’ “Mad Dawes” secondary returns intact and in 
depth for 2002. First-team All-MAC cornerback Vince Thompson 
led the conference with five interceptions last yeat, and free safety 
Lionel “Boogie” Hickenbottom picked off four and contributed 90 


tackles. Strong safety Akil Grant paced the unie with 114 total stops. 


10. GEORGIA TECH 

Jeremy Muyres is a two-time All-ACC performer who leads the 
Georgia Tech secondary from his free safety spot. Muyres and cor- 
nerback Marvious Hester seemingly have been around forever and 
tied for the team lead with three picks each in 2001. Cory Collins has 
started the last 19 games at strong safety, while cornerbacks Albert 
Poree and Jonathan Cox are also proven in game action. 


Honorable Mention 


Boise State, Ohio State, South Carolina and Virginia 
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Expanding Memory & Mobility 


Data storage technology continues to evolve at an astounding rate, and Maxell continues to lead 

the market, Our comprehensive product line offers high performance and high capacity in a wide range of disc 
and tape formats. It is Maxell’s commitment to superior products and reliability; combined with our dedicated 
efforts to expand memory and mobility, that keeps Maxell at the forefront of data storage technology. 


For more information visit our website at maxell-data.com or call 1-888-2-MAXELL. 
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OFFENSE 


QUARTERBACK © REX ROSS HAN 
Junior * Florida 61" 


y§ Sophomore * Wisconsin 5'8" 183 


Junior * Oregon 5'10" 195 


Junior * Michigan State 6'4" 200 


WIDE RECEIVER ¢ BON JULDIAMS 
Junior * Texas 


TIGHT END ¢ TRENT SMITH 
Senior * Oklahoma 6'5" 230 


OFF. LINEMAN * JON STINCHCOMB 
Senior * Georgia 6'6" 278 


OFF. LINEMAN ¢ KWAME HARRIS 
* Junior » Stanford 6'7" 308 


| OFF. LINEMAN ¢ BERD PROMEERS: 
| Senior * Miami 


OFF. LINEMAN * TONY PASHOS 
Senior ¢ Illinois 6'6" 320 


OFF. LINEMAN ¢ BRETT WILLIAMS 
Senior * Florida State 66" 317 


yi KICKER ¢ SETH MARLER 
= » Senior * Tulane 6'0" 195, 


KICK RETURNER * CHAD OWENS 
Sophomore * Hawaii 5'8" 175 
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RUNNING BACK ¢ ANTHONY DAVIS 


' RUNNING BACK © ONTERRIO SMITH 7 B 


WIDE RECEIVER * CHARLES BOCES 


DEFENSE 


"EN DEF. LINEMAN ¢ TERRELL SUGGS 
{ Junior * Arizona State 6'3" 242 


DEF. LINEMAN ¢ CORY REDDING 
Senior * Texas 6'5" 270 


DEF. LINEMAN ¢ RGKIAM: JOSEPH 
Senior * Miami 


DEF. LINEMAN e BECO NCR eoe 
Senior * Miami 


f] LINEBACKER e BAW RENEE FLUGENCE 
a, Senior ¢ Texas Tech 6'2" 2 


LINEBACKER ¢ £.). HENDERSON 
Senior * Maryland 6'2" 250 


LINEBACKER ¢ JONATHAN VILMA 
| Junior ¢ Miami 6'2" 220 


DEF. BACK ¢ RONYELL WHITAKER 
Senior ¢ Virginia Tech 5'9" 197 


er. 4 


DEF. BACK ¢ TROY POLAMALU 
Senior * USC 5'10" 215 


DEFENSIVE BACK ¢ MIKE DOSS 
Senior * Ohio State 5111" 204 


(ar. Ma PUNTER * BROOKS BARNARD 


Ef Senior * Maryland 6'2" 188 
ZA \ 


PUNT RETURNER * KEENAN HOWRY 


Senior * Oregon 510" 170 
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ALL-AMERICA TEAM 


presented by 


FIRST TEAM 


DEFENSE 

Charles Rogers 6'4" . Michigan State DL Terrell Suggs 6'3" 242 Jr. Arizona State 
WR Roy Williams 6'4" 210 Jr. Texas DL Cory Redding 6'5" 270 Sr. Texas 
TE Trent Smith 6'5" 230 Sr. Oklahoma DL William Joseph 6'5" 282 Sr. Miami 
OL Jon Stinchcomb 6'6" 278 Sr. Georgia DL Jerome McDougle 6'4" 260 Sr. Miami 
OL Kwame Harris 6'7" 308 Jr. Stanford LB Lawrence Flugence 6'2" 244 Sr. Texas Tech 
OL Brett Romberg 6'3" 290 Sr. Miami LB EJ. Henderson 6'2" 250 Sr. Maryland 
OL Tony Pashos 6'6" 320 Sr. Illinois LB Jonathan Vilma  6'2" 220 Jr. Miami 
OL Brett Williams 6'6" 3147 Sr. Florida State DB  Ronyell Whitaker 5'9" 197 Sr. Virginia Tech 
QB Rex Grossman 6'1" 220 Jr. Florida DB Troy Polamalu 5'10" 215 Sr. USC 
RB Anthony Davis 5'8" 183 So. Wisconsin DB Mike Doss 5'11" 204 Sr. Ohio State 
RB Onterrio Smith 5'10" 195 Jr. Oregon DB Nathan Vasher 5'11" 180 Jr. Texas 
SPECIALISTS 
K Seth Marler 6'0" 195 Sr. Tulane EB Brooks Barnard 6'2" 188 Sr. Maryland 
KR Chad Owens 5'8" 175 So. Hawaii PR Keenan Howry 5'10" 170 Sr. Oregon 

SECOND TEAM 

OFFENSE DEFENSE 


WR Shaun McDonald 5'9" 172 Jr. Arizona State DL Jimmy Kennedy 6'5" 330 Sr. Penn State 
WR Kelley Washington 6'4" 225 So. Tennessee DL Darnell Dockett 6'4" 285 Jr. Florida State 


TE Ronnie Ghent 6'3" 237 Sr. Louisville DL Tommie Harris 6'3" 278 So. Oklahoma 

OL Nat Dorsey 6'6" 315 So. Georgia Tech DL Dewayne White 6'3" 277 Jr. Louisville 

OL Derrick Roche 6'5" 295 Sr. Wash, State LB Bradie James 6'3" 238 Sr. LSU 

OL Jeff Faine 6'3" 298 Sr. Notre Dame LB Lance Briggs 6'2" 235 Sr. Arizona 

OL Eric Steinbach 6'7" 284 Sr. lowa LB Jarrod Penright 6'2" 240 Sr. Texas A&M 

OL Todd Wike 6'3" 300 Sr. Maryland DB Sammy Davis 6'1" 183 Sr. Texas A&M 

QB Ken Dorsey 6'5" 200 Sr. Miami DB Terrence Holt 6'2" 203 Sr. NC State 

RB Dahrran Diedrick 6'O" 225 Sr. Nebraska DB Stuart Schweigert 6'3" 208 Jr. Purdue 

RB Clarence Farmer 6'1" 215 Jr. Arizona DB Eugene Wilson 5'11" 185 Sr. Illinois 

SPECIALISTS 

K Todd Sievers 6'3" 244 Sr. Miami P Glenn Pakulak 6'3" 230 Sr. Kentucky 

KR Chris Massey 6'0" 204 Sr. Okla. State PR Luke Powell 5'8" 170 Jr. Stanford 
THIRD TEAM 

OFFENSE DEFENSE 

WR Kevin Curtis 5'11" 183 Sr. Utah State DL Greg Gathers Georgia Tech 

WR _ Darius Watts 6'2" 183 Jr. Marshall DL = Aaron Hunt Texas Tech 

TE Doug Zeigler 6'5" 254 Sr. Ole Miss DL Dan Klecko Temple 

OL Shawn Andrews 6'6" 330 So. Arkansas DL Eric Manning Oregon State 

OL Josh Gardner 6'4" 285 Sr. Cincinnati LB Gerald Hayes Pittsburgh 

OL Ben Claxton 6'3" 288 Sr. Ole Miss LB Sean Doyle . Missouri 

OL Ben Johnson 6'7" 321 Sr. Wisconsin LB Eddie Strong 6'4" 245 Sr. Ole Miss 

OL Nate McPeek 6'5" 321 Jr. Marshall DB Anthony Floyd 5'10" 202 Sr. Louisville 

QB Byron Leftwich 6'6" 240 Sr. Marshall DB Ken Hamlin 6'2" 197 Jr. Arkansas 
RB Chris Brown 6'3" 220 Jr. Colorado DB Ricky Manning 5'9" 180 Sr. UCLA 

RB Bruce Perry 5'9" 188 Jr. Maryland DB Derrick Strait 5'141" 194 Jr. Oklahoma 

SPECIALISTS 

K Damon Duval 6'1" 187 Sr. Auburn P_ Nate Fikse 5'9" 185 Sr. UCLA 

KR Chris Douglas 5'11" 190 Jr. Duke PR Bernard Berrian 6'2" 190 Sr. Fresno State 
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PREDICTING HEISMAN WINNER 


CAN BE “WEB” OF CONFUSION —_ 


by Andrew Maraniss 


GS o the question is, Rex Grossman, can you sing? Sure, you've 
got a great arm, but if you really want to win the Heisman 
‘Trophy this year, you're going to have to hit the high notes. 

As you readers remember, the 2001 Heisman was up for grabs 
until the envelope was opened. Grossman, Joey Harrington, Ken 
Dorsey, and Eric Crouch all headed to New York with realistic shots 
at bringing home the trophy. Several other players had stellar seasons 
and probably deserved more consideration. 

So what earned Crouch the hardware? Why was Harrington over- 
looked? What should Chris Simms’ PR gurus keep in mind when 
launching his campaign this year? 

‘The answers to these questions are plastered all over the Internet. 
Just type in “Heisman Trophy candidate” on any search engine and 
you'll discover that just about every halfway decent player in Amer- 
ica has his own Heisman candidate Web site. We examined these 
sites to see what key nuggets of information made the difference last 
Fear, and to determine what this year's candidates should keep in 
mind as they campaign for the world’s most famous stiff-arming 
statuette. 


THINK “TALENT SHOW” 

Crouch's web site bio mentions that he sang in two fund-raising 
musicals. The way we see it, that’s why he carried the Midwest. So, 
Grossman, learn a few show tunes, Hits from The Music Man always 
bring down the house. And if the mundane talent of singing is good 
enough to win the prize, just think of the landslide that’s possible 
with more obscure skills. David Greene, maybe you could learn to 
swallow fire. Chris Simms, were you aware that many Heisman vor- 
ets just love mimes? True. 


30 
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DON'T BE TOO HONEST 

Some say Harrington didnt win last year's Heisman because he 
played out West and a lot of voters never got to see him on TV, Oth- 
ers say he simply didnt put up the same kind of numbers as his com- 
petition. A glance at his web site revealed the teal reason: he was just 
a little too honest on his questionnaire. When asked “What people 
don’t know about me is:” he replied, “I’m a dork.” I just don’t think 
that’s what the Heisman voters in the Northeast are looking for. So, 
Kevin Curtis, play it safe and leave words like dweeb, nerd, and out- 
cast off the ol’ questionnaire, 

Unfortunately, Harrington didn’t stop with the dork comment. 
When posed with the phrase, “My SportsCenter highlight would 
consist of”, he went with the brutally honest answer of “The awk- 
ward, un-athletic catch against Texas in the Holiday Bowl.” So, Eli 
Manning, you're probably better off skipping the vivid-but-poten- 
tially-Heisman-confiscating memory: “throwing like a rag-armed lit- 
tle girl in a horrifically unproductive first-half performance against 
Vanderbilt.” 


PERFECT ANOTHER POSITION 

Sure, Crouch accepted his Heisman as Nebraska’ quarterback, but 
a peck at his Web site reveals that his non-QB skills may have tipped 
the scales in his favor. His site mentions that his “signature moment” 
came when he caught that 63-yard TD pass against Oklahoma and 
goes on to say that his 95-yard TD run at Missouri “secured his place 
among the nation’s best running backs.” 

Casey Clausen, if you could stop throwing the ball for just a 
minute and work on your long-snapping technique, this could be the 
year, “Clausen’ signature moment came when he rifled a picture-per- 
fect snap during Tennessee's 42-6 rout of Wyoming,” Byron Left- 
wich, ever thought about volunteering as a wedge-breaker on kickoff 
coverage? Chris Rix, dont forget that a good kneel-catch-and-spin 
against Wake Forest could secure your place among the nation’s best 
holders. 
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“ANTWAAN 


WATCH THE IMAGERY 

Anowaan Randle El is a gifted athlete with incredible skills. Any- 
body who has ever seen him play could vouch for that. On his Web 
site, however, the writers got a little carried away with the imagery 
when they described the somehow-not-hyphenated one, “Randle 
EI,” they wrote, “has the unique ability to contort his body into 
almost any imaginable position.” 

Really now, does it do anybody any good — especially your Heis- 
man candidate — to get people wondering if they've stumbled upon 
some sort of carnival freak show homepage when they're reading 
about your guy? Keep that in mind Anthony Davis, “Anthony Davis 
has the world’s longest fingernails and can open a can of soda from 
17 feet away!” Might get you a guest appearance on Springer, but not 
gonna win you the Heisman, 


ASK THE RIGHT QUESTIONS 

‘Another reason Randle El wasnt even invited to New York: Here's 
a quote on his site from former Penn State (and current Green Bay 
Packer) defensive back Bhawoh Jue. “Have you ever chased a rabbit?” 
No, Bhawoh, we have never chased a rabbit. But neither have we ever 
walked slowly behind a pig, skipped alongside a baby chick, or 
crawled in front of a goat. Never done any of that and we can hon- 
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estly say it has had no impact on our Heisman voting. 

So temember that, Bruce Perry. “Have you ever fixed 
a dripping faucet?”; “Have you been cross-country ski- 
ing?”; and “How do you like your egas?” are all interest- 
ing questions, but they really shouldn't be found 
anywhere near your Heisman Web site. 


QUOTE THE AUTHORITIES 

Knute Rockne, The Gipper. Amos Alonzo Stagg, Bear 
Bryant, These are the kind of guys you want saying good 
things about your Heisman candidate, Never mind if 
theyie not actually living, If that’s a criteria at your 
school, see if guys like Joe Paterno, Bobby Bowden, 
Eddie Robinson or Beano Cook have ever said anything 
nice about your man. 

Let's critique Oregon State's Ken Simonton’s Web site. 
“Ken Simonton is a definite Heisman Trophy candi- 
date.” — Eastern Washington Head Coach Paul Wulff. 
OK fellas, Eastern Washingron has a nice program and 
Paul Walff is a heckuva guy, bue that’s not exactly the 
kind of clout our man Kenny needed last year. Keep that 
in mind, Dave Ragone. If you hear your Webmaster say- 
ing things like, “Gee, I wonder what Coach Jerry Gray- 
beal over at Weber State thinks of our Dave,” find a new 
computer geek, quick! 

‘Then there's UNLV’s Web site, which mentioned that 
quarterback Jason Thomas was called “the real deal” by 
FinancialTimes.com. FinancialTimes.com? Yeah, but 
what did Charles Schwab say? 


GO AHEAD AND BRAG JUST A LITTLE 

In some cases, a few of the 2001 candidates could 
have done themselves a favor by being just a little bie 
more boastful about their abilities. This is the Heisman 
Trophy after all, one of the most hyped awards in all of 
sports, so there’s no reason to be shy. Apparently the 
folks who helped put together Toledo running back 
Chester Taylor's Web site opted to go the understated 
route when they quoted Western Michigan coach Gary 
Darnell. “Chester is certainly one of the better backs in 
the Mid-American Conference,” said Darnell. This quote really did 
a lot of good, since as a rule guys who mong the top 
8-10 running backs in the MAC are perennial Heisman hopefuls. In 
fact, how many times have we seen a case where the second-string 
tailback at Bowling Green gets drafted in the first round? Just like 
Nebraska linemen. 

Keep that in mind 2002 Heisman wannabes. “Jeff Smoker is a 
fairly adequate signal caller in the Big Ten,” “Chance Kretschmer 
ranks among the more serviceable running backs in the WAC.” 
“Leroy Handy is better than many other wide receivers in Conference 
USA.” Persuasive comments to be sure, but ain't gonna win you the 
Heisman. 


MAKE YOUR NAME AN ADJECTIVE 

So it didn’t work last year, but we're thinking this is the key to the 
2002 Heisman decision. Last year, BYU quarterback Brandon 
Doman's Web site was littered with references to Brandon’s “Doma- 
nating” performances, Skills on the field are great and all, but mak- 
ing a word out of your name has got to be worth dozens of votes. 
‘That's why this year, our money’ on Utah State quarterback Jose 
Fuentes to win the Heisman. After all, Jose can be downright Fuen- 
tastic! 
CoL_LeGe Footsatt 2002 
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ATHLON SPORTS COMPLETE PRESEASON RANKINGS | 


1. Florida State 26. Boston College . Purdue 76. Toledo 101. Duke 

2. Texa 27. Arkansas . Bowling Green 77. Kansas 102. Urah State 

3. Miami 28. Texas A&M 3. Wake Forest 78. South Florida 103. UTEP 

4, Tennessee 29. Texas Tech . Stanford 79. Air Force 104. Rice 

5. Oklahoma 30. Georgia Tech . Cincinnati 80. Kentucky 105. Akron 

6. Washington 31. BYU . Oklahoma Stare 81, Northwestern 106. Houston 

7. LSU 32. Alabama 57. Fresno State 82, Vanderbilt 107. Ohio 

8. Colorado 33. UCLA . Missouri 83. California 108. Idaho 

9. Michigan 34, Illinois . Memphis 84, Temple 109. Tulsa 

10. Florida 35. Oregon State . North Carolina 85. Indiana 110. Central Michigan 
11, Nebraska 36. Towa . East Carolina 86. SMU 111. Buffalo 

12. USC 37. Colorado State . UCE 87. UAB 112. Connecticut 
13. Ohio State 38, Syracuse . Middle Tennessee 88. San Diego State ‘113. UL-Monroe 
14, Georgia 39. Kansas State . Boise State 89, Ball Stare 114, San Jose State 
15. Washington State 40. Notre Dame 65. Arizona State 90. Rutgers 115. UL-Lafayerte 
16. Louisville 41, Clemson 66. Hawaii 91. Western Michigan 116, Eastern Michigan 
17. Wisconsin 42, Auburn 67. Minnesota 92. Tulane 117. Arkansas State 
18, Virginia Tech 43, Penn State 68, New Mexico 93. Nevada 

19. NC State 44, Ole Miss 69. TCU 94. Kent State 
20. Utah 45, Southern Miss 70. West Virginia 95. North Texas 
21, Michigan State 46, Pietsburgh 71. Arizona i 
22, Maryland 47. Towa State 72. UNLV . Troy 

23. Marshall 48. Vi 73. Miami (Ohio) 98. New Mexico State 
24, South Carolina 49. 74, Northern Illinois 99. Army 
25. Oregon 50. Louisiana Tech 75. Baylor 100. Navy 


( PRESEASON ALL-ACC >» 


en FENSE 
Chris Rix 6'4" 210 So. Florida State 
ne Bruce Perry 5'9" 188 Jr. Maryland 
RB Tarence Williams 510" 178 Sr. Wake Forest 
WR_ Billy McMullen 6'4" 205 Sr. Virginia 
WR Anquan Boldin 62" 205 Jr. Florida State 
TE Jeff Dugan 6'4" 266 Jr = Maryland 
OL Brett Williams 66" 317 Sr. Florida State 
PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH | OL NatDorsey 66" 315 So. Georgia Tech 
OL Montrae Holland 6'3" 325 Sr. Florida State 
‘ ‘raini OL Todd Wike 63" 295 Sr. Maryland 
> ae State ce OL Antoine Mirambeau 6'4" 285 Sr. Florida State 
. tate . Wake orest DEFENSE 
3. Maryland 8. North Carolina Greg Gathers 275 Sr. Georgia Tech 
4. Georgia Tech 9. Duke Be Darnell Dockett 285 Jr. Florida State 
DL Calvin Pace 260 Sr. Wake Forest 
5. Clemson : DL Alonzo Jackson 255 Sr. Florida State 


LB EJ. Henderson 
LB Dantonio Burnette 
LB Kendyll Pope 

DB Mike Waddell 

DB  Shernard Newby 
DB Jeremy Muyres 
DB Terrence Holt 


250 Sr. Maryland 

233 «Sr. N.C, State 
220 Jr. ‘Florida State 
173° Sr. North Carolina 
210 Sr. Virginia 

205 Sr. Georgia Tech 
203 Sr. NC State 


SPECIALISTS 
K Xavier Beitia 5110" 200 So. Florida State 
P Brooks Barnard 62" 188 Sr. Maryland 
KR Chris Douglas S11" 190 Jr Duke 
Ve Kelley Rhino 57" 179 «=Sr. Georgia Tech 
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life is a contact sport 


MET-Rx 


ENGINEERED NUTRITION" 


For more information on the latest scientific advancements in sport nutrition call 1-800-55-METRX or visit us at www.met-rx.com 


BIG PRESEASON ALL-BIG EAST 
ORBENee 
THI Ken Dorsey 6'5" 200 Sr Miami 


es Avon Cobourne 5'9" 190 Sr. West Virginia 
RB Lee Suggs 6'0" 201. Sr. Virginia Tech 
WR_ Andre Johnson 6'3" 212) Jr Miami 

WR_ Sean Dillard 50" 175 Sr. Temple 

TE Ld. Smith 64" 243 Sr. Rutgers 

OL Brett Romberg 6'3" 289 Sr. Miami 


PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH | OL dake Grove 63" 286 Jr. Virginia Tech 


OL  Sherko Haji-Rasouli 6'6" 315 Sr Miami 


Fain A OL Dan Koppen 63" 293 Sr. Boston College 
1. Miami 5. Pittsburgh — OL Mark Parenteau 6'5" 308 Sr. Boston College 
2. Virginia Tech 6. West Virginia 
Peres 
3. Boston College 7. Temple Jerome McDougle 6'4" 260. Sr. Miami 
4. Syracuse 8. Rutgers Be Dan Klecko 61" 276 Sr. Temple 
DL William Joseph 65" 282 Sr. Miami 
DL Josh Thomas 67" 270 Jr. Syracuse 
LB Clifton Smith 6'3" 263 Sr. Syracuse 
LB Gerald Hayes 63" 245 Jr. Pittsburgh 
LB Jonathan Vilma 62" 220 Jr. Miami 
DB Ronyell Whitaker 59" 197 Sr. Virginia Tech 
DB Torrie Cox 540" 185 Jr. Pittsburgh 
DB Willie Pile 63" 205 Sr. Virginia Tech 
DB Will Hunter 511" 182 Sr. Syracuse 
SPECIALISTS 
K Todd Sievers 63" 214 Sr. Miami 
P_ Kevin McMyler 61" 194 Sr. Boston College 
_| KR MakonnenFenton 5110" 200 Jr. Temple 
= | PR Jamel Riddle 57" 173 Jr. Syracuse y 


( PRESEASON ALL-BIG TEN 


Cape NSE 
Jeff Smoker 63" 212 Jr. Michigan State 
Be Anthony Davis 5'8" 183 So. Wisconsin 
RB Marion Barber Ill 511" 195 So. Minnesota 
WR Brandon Lloyd 62" 180 Jr. illinois 
WR Charles Rogers 64" 200 Jr. Michigan State 
TE Ben Utecht 66" 242 Jr. Minnesota 
OL Tony Pashos 66" 320 Sr._ illinois 
PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH | 01 TonyPape 66" 299 Jr. Michigan 
OL Eric Steinbach 67" 284 Sr. lowa 
1. Michigan 7. Penn State OL Enoch DeMar 6's" 315 Sr. Indiana 
2. Ohio State 8. Purdue OL Ben Johnson 6'7' 321 Sr. Wisconsin 
3. Wisconsin 9. Minnesota epee ates 
* an Rumishek 277 =~ Sr.“ Michigan 
4. higan State 10. Northwestern DL Jimmy Kennedy 330 Sr. Penn State 
5. Illinois 11. Indiana DL Tim Anderson 289 Jr. Ohio State 
G@ lows DL Colin Cole 300 Sr. lowa 
ti LB Victor Hobson 244 Sr. Michigan 


LB Jerry Schumacher 
LB Matt Wilhelm 

DB Mike Doss 

DB Stuart Schweigert 
DB Eugene Wilson 
DB Bob Sanders 


SPECIALISTS 
K Peter Christofilakos 
P Preston Gruening 
KR Larry Johnson 

PR Eugene Wilson 


235 Sr. Illinois 

245 Sr. Ohio State 
204 Sr. Ohio State 
208 Jr. Purdue 
185 Sr. __ Illinois 
194 Jr lowa 


170 Jr. Illinois: 
201 Sr. Minnesota 
222 Sr. Penn State 


185 Sr. Illinois yf 
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At least his engine’s clean. 


| There’s a certain satisfaction you get when you change your 
own oil, especially when you know you're using the filter that traps 
more damaging particles during the critical first pass of oil through 
your engine? For more information about America’s #1 brand” 
of filters please visit www.fram.com 


“Pe SAE HSE06 toting at Honeywell Tet Laboratory 
“Per NPD Maes Merchandiser Dat fos the tebe months ended 12/31/00 


Pay a little more now...or pay a lot later. 


PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH 


North 

1. Colorado 

2. Nebraska 

3. Kansas State 
4. lowa State 
5. Missouri 
6. Kansas 


South 

1. Texas 

2. Oklahoma 

3. Texas A&M 

4. Texas Tech 

5. Oklahoma State 
6. Baylor 


PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH 


1. Louisville 

2. Southern Miss 
3. Cincinnati 

4. Memphis 

5. ECU 
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6. TCU 

7. UAB 

8. Tulane 

9. Army 
10. Houston 
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( PRESEASON ALL-BIG 12» 


CrEN SE 

Kliff Kingsbury 64" 210 Sr. Texas Tech 
= Dahrran Diedrick 60" 225 Sr. Nebraska 
RB Chris Brown 63" 220 Jr. Colorado 
WR_ Rashaun Woods 185 Jr. Oklahoma St. 
WR Roy Williams 210 Jr Texas 
TE Trent Smith 230 Sr. Oklahoma 
OL Wayne Lucier 295 Sr. Colorado 
OL Robbie Doane 315 Sr Texas 
OL Rex Richards 331 Sr. Texas Tech 
OL John Garrison 290 Sr. Nebraska 
OL Justin Bates 295 Sr. Colorado 
Peaches 

Tommie Harris 6'3" 280 So. Oklahoma 
Be Ty Warren 6'4" 295 Sr. Texas A&M 
DL Cory Redding 65" 270 + Sr. Texas 
DL Aaron Hunt 6'2" 262 Sr. Texas Tech 
LB Lawrence Flugence 6'2" 244 Sr. Texas Tech 
LB Sean Doyle 6'0" 235 Sr. Missouri 
LB Jarrod Penright 6'2" 240 Sr. Texas A&M 
DB DeJuan Groce 5110" 190 Sr, Nebraska 
DB Sammy Davis 6'0" 183° Sr. Texas A&M 
DB Nathan Vasher sii" 180 Jr. = Texas 
DB Derrick Strait 51" 194 dr. = Oklahoma 
SPECIALISTS 
K Dusty Mangum 170 So, Texas 
P Mark Mariscal 190 Sr. Colorado 
KR Chris Massey 60" 205 Jr. Oklahoma St. 
PR Nathan Vasher si" 180 Jr. Texas y 

( PRESEASON ALL-C-USA 

enne NSE 

Dave Ragone 64" 250 Sr. Louisville 
fe Mewelde Moore 61" 203 Jr. = Tulane 
RB Dante Brown 6'2" 215 Sr. Memphis 
WR = LaDaris Vann Si" 202 «Sr. Cincinnati 
WR_ Roydell Williams 6'2" 171 Sr. Tulane 
TE Ronnie Ghent 6'3" 237 Sr. Louisville 
OL Wade Smith 64" 270 Sr. Memphis 
OL Josh Gardner 64" 285 Sr. Cincinnati 
OL Brian Rimpf 6's" 301. Sr. ECU 
OL AlJames 60" 300 Sr. Houston 
OL Jeremy Bridges 6'4" 300 Jr. Southern Miss 
Pee NSE 

Dewayne White 6'3" 227 «Jr. —_ Louisville 
Bt Terrell Paul 63" 226 Jr. + Southern Miss 
DL  Skylor Magee 61" 270 So. Southern Miss 
DL Antawn Peek 62" 244 «Sr. Cincinnati 
LB LaMarcus McDonald 6'1" 230 Sr. TCU 
LB Jason Frazier s'1" 227) Sr. Army 
LB Rod Davis 6'3" 238 Jr. Southern Miss 
DB Anthony Floyd 510" 210 Sr. Louisville 
DB Curry Burns 61" 215 Sr. Louisville 
DB Greg Brooks 511" 167 Sr. _—_ Southern Miss 
DB Jason Goss 541" 189 ~Sr. TCU 
eae polars 

Seth Marler 6'0" 195 Sr. Tulane 
Jarad Preston 5111" 194 Sr. ECU 
KR Jason Southall 5111" 170s Jr. ~= UAB 
PR Willie Quinnie 6'2" 180 Sr. UAB 
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( PRESEASON ALL-MAC > 


ORRENE 
Byron Leftwich 66" 240 Sr. Marshall 
AB Marcus Merriweather 60" 209 Sr. _ Ball State 
RB ThomasHammock 5'8" 214 Sr, N. Illinois 
WR_ Darius Watts 6'2" 183. Jr. Marshall 
WR_ Josh Davis 61" 195 So. Marshall 
TE Chad Bartoszek 66" 255 Sr. Buffalo 
OL Nick Kaczur 66" 300 So. Toledo 
OL Nathan McPeek 65" 321 Jr. Marshall 
EAST OL Kyle Crosky 63" 310 Sr.  C.Michigan 
OL Tim Vincent 6'6" 289 Sr. N. Illinois 
s oe gs OL Chris Tuminello 63" 282 Sr. Toledo 
3. Miami PeneNee 
b Ryan Terry 62" 353 Sr. Miami 
4. Kent State Be DeMarcus Johnson 6'4" 295 Jr. | UCF 
5. Akron DL Elton Patterson 62" 275 Sr. UCF 
6. Ohio DL Anthony Alisbury  6'2". 253. Sr._ W. Michigan 
s LB Tom Ward 61" 236 Sr. Toledo 
7. Buffalo LB Lorenzo Scott 62" 210 Jr. Ball State 
LB David Gardner 62" 231 Sr. Toledo 
WEST DB Lionel Hickenbottom 5'11" 187 Jr. __N. Illinois 
; DB Matt Robillard 63" 220 Sr. Miami 
1. Bowling Green DB Vince Thompson 510" 178 Sr. N.illinois 
2. Northern Illinois | pg Asante Samuel S11" 190 Sr UCF 
3. Toledo SPECIALISTS 
4. Ball State Steve Azar 58" 192 Jr. Nlllinois 
5. Western Michigan : Curtis Head 51" 179 Sr. Marshall 
6. Central Michigan | KR Doug Gabriel 62" 205 Sr. UCF 
7, Eastern Michigan ve Donta Greene 57" 180 Sr. Toledo 
PRESEASON ALL-MWC 
= CnreNa 
Mo Lin lla] Casey Bramlet 64" 220 Jr. Wyoming 
Fe Joe Haro 510" 195 Sr. UNLV 
RB Cecil Sapp 61" 225 Jr. Colorado St. 
WR_ Reno Mahe S41" 185 Sr. BYU 
2S WR_ Ryan McGuffey 61" 204 Jr. Wyoming 
TE Spencer Nead 64" 265 Sr. BYU 
OL Adam Goldberg 67" 330 Sr. Wyoming 
3 - 7 | PREDICTED OL Ben Archibald 64" 317 Sr. BYU 
OL Jason Lenzmeier 6'5" 305 Jr. New Mexico 
ORDER OF OL Johnathan Ingram 6'2" 300 Sr. San Diego St. 
FINISH OL Jordan Gross 65" 310 Sr. Utah 
BERENSe 
1. Utah Garrett Smith 63" 303 Sr. Utah 
2. BYU DL Jason Kaufusi 63" 250 Jr. Utah 
b DL Peter Hogan 63" 265 Sr. Colorado St. 
3. Colorado State DL Ahmad Briggs 64" 230 «Sr. UNLV 
i LB Sheldon Deckart 62" 240 Sr. Utah 
AosNowi Mexico LB Eric Pauly 64" 220 Jr. Colorado St. 
5. UNLV LB Drew Wood 62" 230 Jr. Colorado St. 
6. Air Force DB Jernaro Gilford 62" 187 Jr. BYU 
DB AntwoineSanders  6'2". 196 Jr. Utah 
7. San Diego State | 58 Wes crawicy 60" 190 Sr. Air Force 
8. Wyoming DB Amold Parker 62" 210 Jr. Utah 
SPECIALISTS 
K Jarvis Wallum 5111" 195 Sr. Wyoming 
P Joey Huber 66" 223 Sr. Colorado St. 
KR Dominique Dorsey 5'6" 165 So. UNLV 
Ve Dexter Wynn 5'9" 75 Sr Colorado St. 
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Come the weekend, 
it’s all about findin 


COOL SCENE. 


Even the best shoul 
in 


( PRESEASON ALL-PAC 10> 
Orr aae 


Jason Gesser 
e Clarence Farmer 
RB Onterrio Smith 
WR Keenan Howry 
WR_= Reggie Williams 
WR_ Shaun McDonald 
OL Mike Saffer 


PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH | ot Derick Roche 


OL Greg Schindler 


200 Sr. Wash. State 
214 Jr. Arizona 

195 Jr. Oregon 

170 Sr. Oregon 

220 So. Washington 
172 «Jr. Arizona State 
304 Sr. UCLA 

295 Sr. Wash. State. 
307 Sr. Stanford 


1. Washington 6. Oregon State or Kwame Harris ee dr. are 
2. USC 7. Stanford aeRee. SRS 
3. Wash. State 8. Arizona State Rodney Leisle Se. FS aL 
4. Oregon 9. Arizona Ee Terrell Suggs 6'3" 242 Jr. Arizona State 
5. UCLA 10. Cal DL Eric Manning 61" 295 Sr. Oregon State 
DL Tully Banta-Cain 64" 260 Sr. Cal 
LB Lance Briggs 62" 232 Sr. Arizona 
. LB Kevin Mitchell 510" 212 Jr. Oregon 
LB Ben Mahdavi 62" 235 Sr. Washington 
“il DB Troy Polamalu 510" 215 Sr. USC 
DB DennisWeathersby 61" 206 Sr. Oregon State 
U DB Ricky Manning 590" 180 Sr. UCLA 
S DB Michael Jolivette 541" 479 Jr. Arizona 
K SPECIALISTS 
1 K David Davis 511" 160 Sr. USC 
! P Nate Fikse 5" 185 Sr. UCLA 
E KR Roc Alexander 60" 185 Jr. Washington 
c PR Luke Powell 58" 170 Jr. Stanford 
5 S y 


(PRESEASON ALL-SEC > 


CEneNGe 
Rex Grossman 61" 220 Jr. Florida 
, Se LaBrandon Toefield 6'0" 225 Jr. LSU 
RB Carell Williams 51!" 193 So. Auburn 
® WR Dan Stricker 63" 203 Sr. Vanderbilt 


WR_ Kelley Washington 64" 225 So. Tennessee 


PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH | TE Doug Ziegler 64" 254 Sr. Ole Miss 


OL Jon Stinchcomb 66" 278 Sr. Georgia 
EAST WEST OL Ben Claxton 63" 288 Sr. Ole Miss 
OL Shane Hall 66" 305 Sr, South Carolina 
A oe 5 eee Z rete neas OL Shawn Andrews 66" 330 So. Arkansas 
: z OL Alonzo Ephraim 64" 312 Sr Alabama 
3. Georgia : 3. Alabama DEFENSE 
4. South Carolina 4. Auburn Jarret Johnson 64" 287 Sr. Alabama 
5. Kentucky 5. Ole Miss ee lan Scott 63" 307 Jr. Florida 
6. Vanderbilt 6 Miss. State DL Kenny King 65" 277 «Sr. Alabama 
LB Bradie James 63" 238 Sr LSU 
LB Mario Hagan 63" 253 Sr. Miss. State 
LB Boss Bailey 64" 218 Sr Georgia 
LB Eddie Strong 64" 245 Sr. Ole Miss. 
DB Todd Johnson 61" 201. «Sr. Florida 
DB Ken Hamlin 62" 197 Jr. Arkansas 
DB Damien James 541" 191 Sr LSU 
DB Rashad Faison 59" 200 Sr. South Carolina 
SPECIALISTS 
K Damon Duval 61" 186 Sr. Auburn 
P_— Glenn Pakulak 63" 230 Sr. _ Kentucky 
KR Jason Armstead 510" 160 Sr. Ole Miss 
PR Domanick Davis 510" 211 Sr LSU y 
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ARRIVE II 
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“sopeig KrepuaGeyJeaie5 2002 © 
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There’s nothing convenient about hunting. You call for a gobbler, wait hours, and if you're 
lucky enough to get a shot, you still have to clean him, bag him and hike back to the truck. 
Thankfully, you wouldn’t have it any other way. Because in a world with supermarkets on every 
corner, it’s good to know there are still forests left where you can get your own take-out food. 
And when the time comes to share a little of your bounty with the loved ones, Gerber makes 


essential tools for processing it, like the Gator°Fixed Blade. It has a non-slip handle, a drop point 


ATASHUNOA HO4 ONI4 


blade and a ballistic nylon sheath that fits great on the belt of the pants you're proud to be wearing. 


PRESEASON ALL-SUN BELT 


OF FENSE 

Jon Van Cleave 6'5" 246 «Jr. UL-Lafayette 
3 Dwone Hicks 51" 225 Sr. Middle Tenn. 
RB Kevin Galbreath 519" 190 Sr. North Texas 
WR_ Nick Dugas 5111" 191 Sr. UL-Lafayette 
WR_ George Marshall 61" 190 Sr. North Texas 
TE Jeff Muenchow 64" 240 Sr. North Texas 


OL Brandon Westbrook 6'6" 288 Jr. Middle Tenn. 
OL Shalimar Jackson 6'3" 324, Sr. NM. State 


OL J.R. Randle 6'4" 295 Sr. North Texas 
PRE D | (eqp> D OL Nick Zuniga 6'3" 319 Jr. North Texas 
OR DER OF OL Garry Johnson 64" 306 Sr. Arkansas St. 
DER ENSE 
Fl N ISH Corey Conde 6'2" 251 Jr. UL-Monroe 
z Joe Olivo 6'2" 252 Jr. NM. State 


DL Brandon Kennedy 
DL Chris Mclver 

LB Ross Brupbacher 
LB Maurice Sonnier 
LB Cody Spencer 

DB Charles Tillman 
DB Siddeeq Shabazz 
DB Jonas Buckles 
DB Michael Woods 


325 Jr North Texas 
255 Sr. North Texas 
231 Sr. UL-Lafayette 
231 Jr. © UL-Monroe 
230 Jr. North Texas 
192 Sr. UL-tLafayette 
202 Sr. N.M. State 
215 So. North Texas 
203 Jr. Middle Tenn. 


1. Middle Tennessee 
2. North Texas 

3. New Mexico State 
4. Idaho 

5. UL-Monroe 

6. UL-Lafayette 

7. Arkansas State 


SPECIALISTS 

K Brian Kelly 6'0" 172 «Jr. = Middle Tenn. 

P Robert Billingsly 60" 200 Jr. Middle Tenn. 

KR James Hickenbotham 5'10" 176 Sr. Arkansas St. 
ye Nick Dugas 51" 191 Sr. eae 


( PRESEASON ALL-wac 


oe FENSE 
Luke McCown 64" 200 «Jr. —_ Louisiana Tech 
FE Chance Kretschmer 62" 200 So. Nevada 
RB Brock Forsey 511" 200 Sr. Boise State 
WR _ Bernard Berrian 6'2" 190 Sr. Fresno State 
WR_ OD. J. Curry 5110" 170 Jr. Louisiana Tech 
TE John Hampton 6'3" 249 Sr. SMU 
OL Vince Manuwai 6'2" 285 Sr. Hawaii 
PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH | OL Damiantavergne 6'6" 330 Sr._—_ Louisiana Tech 
OL Ariel Famaligi 64" 320 Sr. UTEP 
1. Louisiana Tech 6. Nevada OL Joe Schey 6'6" 315 Sr. Fresno State 
2. Fresno State 7. UTEP OL Rodney Michael 6'4' 300 Sr. Fresno State 
3. Boise State 8. Rice BEreNoe i 
a Nick Burley 6'4' 250 Sr. Fresno State 
4. Hawaii 9. Tulsa DL Brandon Green 63" 265 Sr. Rice 
5. SMU 40. San Jose State DL Jason Stewart 61" 270 Sr. Fresno State 
DL Sam Rayburn 6'3" 303 Sr Tulsa 


LB Chris Brown 61" 258 «Sr. Hawaii 

LB Vic Viloria 511" 2385 Sr. ~=SMU 

LB Pisa Tinoisamoa 6'0" 217 Sr. Hawaii 

DB Jonas Rutledge 5110" 180 Jr. SMU 

DB Quintin Mikell 5110" 206 Sr. Boise State 
DB OD. J. Walker 63" 215 Sr UTEP 

DB Bryce McGill 5111" 205 «Jr. ~—“ Fresno State 


SPECIALISTS 

K _ Asen Asparuhov 6'5" 215 Sr. Fresno State 

P Mat McBriar 64" 202 Sr. Hawaii 

KR Chad Owens 5'8" 175 So. Hawaii 

Ra Bernard Berrian 62" 190 Sr. Fresno aay 
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©2002 The Dow Chemical Company 


t the close of spring practice, Florida 
A: te coach Bobby Bowden made it 

quite clear that the expectations for 
the Seminoles in 2002 would include a return 
to National Championship-contending 


prominence. 

“There's no reason we can't get back and be 
acontender,” Bowden says. “We were off-tar- 
get last year, Maybe we couldn't help it with 


Chris Rix 


all the injuries, graduation (losses) and a 
freshman quarterback. I do feel like we're 
back on target.” 


The Seminoles’ five 

returning senior offen- 
sive linemen have a com- 
bined 75 career starts. 


Bowden's reaffirmation of the Seminoles’ 
standard goals is fueled by the return of 27 
players with starting experience, although it 
comes on the heels of an 8-4 finish that 
marked FSU’s worst season in 16 years. 

The anxiety of a year ago has lifted with the 
continued development of quarterback Chris 
Rix. As a redshirt freshman, Rix finished 
cighth nationally in passing efficiency and 
established an ACC freshman record with 
3,123 total yards. The first freshman starter 
on opening day in Bowden's 26 seasons, Rix 
suffered his share of mistakes, Consequently, 


46 


Bowden opened up the quarterback competi- 
tion in the spring, and Rix responded by 
holding off the challenges from classmate 
Adrian McPherson and junior college transfer 
Fabian Walker, 

Providing a 1-2 punch of contrasting 
styles, talbacks Greg Jones and Nick Maddox 
will open the season as tag-team partners in a 
crowded backfield. They earned that right by 
combining for 1,151 of the 
Seminoles’ 1,756 rushing yards 
and nine rushing touchdowns. 
Jones provides the early-down 


gives FSU a complementary pait 

Any chance the Seminoles had 
of flourishing last season disap 
peared in a heap in August when 
veteran receivers Robert Morgan 
and Anquan Boldin were lost to 
jon-ending knee injuries. 
cit healthy return this season 
guarancees Rix qwo targets with a 
combined 94 receptions and 
1,471 yards. Cashing in on their 
absence, Talman Gardner stayed 
healthy for the first time and 
returns for his senior year 
with an 11-touchdown sea- 
son under his belt. 

‘The engine that drives the 
jy offense may actually be the 
gj team’s overall strength with 
five returning senior starters 
along the offensive line, Fourth-year start- 
ing split tackle Brett Williams, a three- | 
time All-ACC selection, is the unit’s rock. 
Guards Montrae Holland and Milford 
Brown provide the Noles with perhaps 
their most athletic interior linemen in | 
school history. Center Antoine Miram- 
beau is the team’s strongest player. Senior 
tight tackle Todd Williams must hold off 
sophomore Ray Willis, who started the 
final two games of the year. 

Restoring a once-feated pass rush is 


paramount if the defense is to improve. Me ne a (ir) a ciated ey) 
§ ns . Kyler Yohance Buchanan (1, 
The cast of characters remains the same, oy 27 Ces Ose(S0) 28 carer (60) 


with Alonzo Jackson — voted the most 
dominating performer of the spring — set 
to lead from his defensive end position. 
FSU’s strength up front, however, 
comes from within, where All-ACC 
tackle Darnell Dockett brings a nasty 
streak and 41 career tackles for a loss to 
the table alongside fellow junior tackle 
Jeff Womble. The return of sophomore 
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Florida State nincies 


ee a aL) 


TG 641 Montrae Holland (Sr) 73 Bobby Meeks (So.) 
TT 77 Ray Willis (So.) 
TE 82 Patrick Hughes (St) 
0B 16 Chris Rix (So.) 
TB. 6 Greg Jones (Jr) 


FL 87 Robert Morgan (Sr) 


DE 90 Kevin Emanuel (Jr) 
DT 45 Darnell Dockett (J) 
NG 94 Jeff Womble (Jn) 

DE 48 Alonzo Jackson (Sr) 
LB 9 Kendyll Pope (J) 
LB 42 Jerel Hudson (Sr) 

‘LB 58 Michael Boulware (Jt) 58. Rey Piquion (So,) 
CB 40 Stanford Samuels (J) 3. Malcolm Tatum (J) 


K 47 Xavier Beta So.) 

P 37 Chance Gwaliney (Sr) 
KR 4 Craphonso Thorpe (So,) 
PR. 31 Dominic Robinson (So,) 


(#) indicates number iasicheners 
BOLD indicate: 


Head Coach: Bobby Bowtlen 
2002 Prodiction: ast ACC 


NATIONAL 


RANKING 


Travis Johnson provides the Noles with a 
solid three-man rotation. 

Jerel Hudson proved capable of smother- 
ing the run when he started the final two 
games at middle linebacker last season in 
place of an injured Bradley Jennings. Weak- 
side linebacker Kendyll Pope's 113 tackles 
were somewhat overshadowed by the emer- 
gence of Michael Boulwa sing star on 
the strong side, 

Junior cornerbacks Stanford Samuels and 
Rufus Brown should be better after their year 
of starting experience under fire, and if they 
arent, junior Malcolm ‘Tatum and sopho- 
mores Leroy Smith and Bryant McFadden 
will have an immediate opportunity to unseat 
the incumbents, Free safety Kyler Hall and 
rovers Claudius Osei and Jerome Carter 
ablished themselvi hard hitters in the 
spring, but their p Is remain a 
work in progress. 

Xavier Be 


freshman. Beitia could challenge for All- 
Ametica honors. Punter Chance Gwaltney 
must improve on his 40, l-yard av 
losing his job to redshirt freshman Cl 


Offense (7) 
81 PK, Sam (So,) 
“70. Nix Barron (S0.) 
64 Matt Meinrod (Fr,) 
iu (Sr.)60. Andrew HenryKennon (Fr) 


79 Todd Wiliams (Sr) 
38 Paul rons (S0,) 

5 Adrian McPherson (So, 
20 Nick Maddox (Sr) 
36 Kent White (Sr) 
24 Talman Gardner (Sr) 
Defense (8) 

55. Eric Moore (S0,) 

97 Tony Benford (Sr) 
99 Tras Johnson (S0,) 
59 Charles Howard (J) 
40 Alen Augustin (1) 
‘87 Robert May (St) 


Special Teams 


indicates returning state 


200% Record (ACC): 8-4 (6-2) 
Doak Campbell Stadium (80,000) 
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a Tex@$, shorns 


aised with a pigskin pedigree, ‘Texas 

|» tee Chris Simms knows the 

danger of putting ultimate goals in 

front of intermediate ones. So, while Simms 

acknowledges UT's dream destination is a 

trip to the Fiesta Bowl — site of this year’s 

national championship game — his focus is 
on winning the Big 12. 

“Anything short of winning a conference 


Cory Redding 


tide would be a major disappointment,” 
Simms says. 

With a roster full of stars and stars-to-be, 
Longhorns coach Mack Brown will be favored 


to claim his first-ever conference crown. But 
until that happens, “Fiesta Texas” is simply the 
name of a theme park in the Lone Star State, 


not the Horns’ sole theme for the season, 


isae pooled 470 points 
averaging a 


in 
ad school-} jean 39.2 per 
game. With virtually every skill 
player returning, UT could be even 
more prolific in 2002. 


In his first full season as a starter, Simms 
was often sensational, passing for 2,603 yards 
and setting a Texas record with 22 TD passes. 
His two toughest days, however, came on the 
biggest stages. In losses to Oklahoma and Col- 
orado, Simms was responsible for a combined 
cight turnovers, and he was benched for 
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Major Applewhite in the Big 12 title-game 
loss to the Buffs. 

But Applewhite is gone, and Brown has 
complete confidence in his strong-armed left- 
hander. Simms is capable of putting up huge 
numbers. Sophomore Chance Mock has the 
skills to be an excellent collegiate quarterback, 
but he has yet to prove it on the field, 

In Texas’ history of standout tailbacks — 
Earl Campbell, Ricky Williams, 
etc. — no freshman has ever 
enjoyed a better season than 
Cedric Benson. Benson, who 
provides an excellent mixture of 
power and speed, rushed for 
1,053 yards and 12 touchdowns. 
When he earned the starting role 
following the loss to OU, Texas 
offense kicked it into another 
t, Ivan Williams is a solid 

backup to Benson, while Matt 

Trissel is a punishing lead blocker 

at fullback. 

Longhorn wideouts Roy 
Williams, B.J. Johnson and Sloan 
Thomas combined for 137 recep- 
tions for 1,810 yards and 16 
scores in 2001, And the 
juniors just seem to be hitting 
their stride, If they continue 
to improve, the UT passing 

» records will continue to fall. 
| Williams: isa physica 
f specimen who can make 
catches or blocks anywhere | | 
on the field, while Johnson and Thomas 
can provide back-breaking big plays. And 
Texas’ tight ends, Bo Scaife and Brock 
Edwards, also are exceptional receivers. 

If there is a potential chink in Texas 
offensive armor, it’s probably up front. The 
Longhorns must replace three players who 
had a combined 91 starts. Seniors Derrick 
Dockery and Robbie Doane are oustand- | 0 
ing returning starters, but newcomers to | 
the starting lineup must hit the ground 
running, Tillman Holloway, who has 13 
career starts, will probably settle in at one 
of the guard positions, 

A primary reason the Longhorns led 
the nation in total defense in 2001 was | 
the exceptional play of the defensive line, 
Leading the way is a pair of outstanding 
ends. Cory Redding and Kalen Thornton 
combined to register 101 tackles, includ- 
ing 25 for a loss and nine sacks last season. 
‘The Longhorns also return rugged run 
stopper Marcus Tubbs at tackle, 


ATHLON® SPorTs™ 


LB 55 Aurmon Salchell(S0) groan 
“LB 11 Derick Jot Breen Johnson (Fe) 


NATIONAL 


RANKING 


Outside linebacker Derrick Johnson fin- 
ished second on the team with 83 tackles and 
capped his freshman season with nine tackles, 
a sack and an interception in the Holiday 
Bowl. Johnson is a powerful presence who is 
capable of shutting down one side of the field. 

Inside, Reed Boyd, Aurmon Satchell and 
Eric Hall are promising and athletic. Senior 
Lee Jackson, who posted 86 tackles as the 
Horns’ starting strong safety in 1999, could 
be the answer at strong-side linebacker. 

Rod Babers, an excellent coverage corner- 
back, was voted Texas’ most consistent defen- 
sive player last season. Nathan Vasher, who 
could play either strong safety or cornerback, is 
also an impressive playmaker, picking off a 
UT-record seven passes last nn, The key for 
the secondary will be how Dakarai Pearson, 
Phillip Geiggar, Monti Collier and as many as 
four redshirt freshmen pan out. 

‘Texas returns one of the nation’s best 
young kickers in Dusty Mangum, who scored 
102 points and connected on 16 field goals in 
2001. Punter Brian Bradford is also back after 
a solid season (36.3-yard average, 24 kicks 
inside the 20), but he will be pushed by 
sophomore Justin Smith. 
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man toy (Je) 78 Wiliam Winston 
79 Alfio Rendall (St) 

84 Brook Edwards (Jr) 
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at fis Sosa (So) 
45, Reed Boyd (Jr) 
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7 Never put anything 
ir that you can’t pronounce without spitting. 
And never use girly hair stuff. 


Get great hold that’s never stiff, never sticky with Consort. 
‘Cuz guys are different. 


J Miami, icanes 


fret becoming the first coach in 53 
A years to win a National Championship 

in his first season, Larry Coker was 
already thinking about the historical implica- 
tions of a second straight title. It won't be easy. 
Miami sustained especially big losses on the 
offensive line and secondary and saw its back- 
field depth depleted with a spring practice 
knee injury to Frank Gore, the team top 


Ken Dorsey 


returning rusher. The schedule includes meet- 
ings with Florida, Tennessee and Florida State. 


Miami has won 22 straight 
games, the longest active 
streak in the nation. 


Quarterback Ken Dorsey owns most of 
Miami’ passing records. But the number he 
holds most precious: 26-1 as a starter. He 
doesn't have the strongest arm or best feet, but 
his leadership and decision-making are superb. 

Gore’ availability is unknown. The only 
other tailbacks on the roster are Willis McGa- 
hee, Jarrett Payton and Quaderine Hill. With 
an impressive combination of size and speed, 
McGahee may be the most physically gifted 
runner ever at Miami, Payton has battled 
injuries and distractions. 

‘Academics nearly did what opposing defen- 
sive backs couldn't do last season — stop 
receiver Andre Johnson. Johnson was initially 
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suspended for 2002 after cheating incidents. 
But an appeal reduced the penalty, and John- 
son will play. His size, strength and speed bring 
comparisons to Michael Irvin. 

Kevin Beard is unspectacular, but steady. 
Beard and Ethenic Sands, the third-down 
receiver, take advantage of the underneath 
spaces. Jason Geathers’ physical gifts are 
matched only by Johnson's among the 
receivers. Roscoe Parrish is little 
but lightning-fast. 

Tight end Kellen Winslow II 
will share the position with David 
Williams. Williams is the better 
blocker, but the staff loves 
Winslow’ athletic ability 

Three starters will have to be 
replaced from college football's 
best offensive line. The returnees 
are center Brett Romberg, a 
tough-nosed three-year starter, 
and left guard Sherko Haji- 
Rasouli, who is bouncing back 
from knee surgery. Ed Wilkins 
replaced Haji-Rasouli after the 
injury and will likely remain in the 
starting lineup at right guard. The 
two tackles will be first-time 
starters. Vernon Carey can be 
dominating, but weight prob- 
lems have held him back. 
Carey seemed to get a handle 
on the weight issue last season. 
Carlos Joseph, the younger 
brother of defensive tackle 
William Joseph, is the line’ bese athlete but 
has virtually no experience. 

If injuries hit, Romberg could move to 
guard and Joel Rodriguez would step in at 
center. Chris Myers, who has impressed 
with his toughness, will get playing time at 
guard. Depth at tackle is a major concern, 

On the defensive front, the entire first- | 
and second-team units return, The interior | 
players are dominating run-stuffers and 
the ends are relentless against the pass. The 
best of the bunch is Joseph, a tackle who is 
unblockable one-on-one. He registered 10 
sacks and 19 tackles for a loss last season. 

Playing next to Joseph at right tackle is 
Mate Walters, undersized but smart and 
tenacious. Vince Wilfork looks like a blob | 
but is cat-quick and a star in the making. 

Miami has enough ends for three teams. 
Jerome McDougle stormed onto the scene 
last year, earning third-team All-America 
honors. Jamaal Green and Andrew 
Williams will share the job on the right. 
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The three linebackers who started the Rose 
Bowl — Jonathan Vilma, DJ. Williams and 
Howard Clark — are back. Williams, the 
wweakside starter, isa superior athlete who spent 
last season adjusting to defense. He didn’t make 
many big plays in 2001, but coaches expect 
that to change with a year’ experience. 

Vilma isnt flashy, but he’s a solid tackler 
and is seldom out of position, Clark has set- 
tled in on the strongside after bouncing 
among the three spots carly in his career. 

No defensive back on the roster has ever 
started; only cornerback Alfonso Marshall has 
played important downs. Sean Taylor, a safety, 
has the speed to play cornerback and the size 
and hitting ability to fit in at linebacker. Taylor 
will bea terror for receivers crossing the middle, 
He’ pare of a three-man mix at safety that also 
includes Maurice Sikes and James Scott. 

Marshall will man one corer spot while 
Antrel Rolle and redshirt freshman Kelly Jen- 
rings compete on the other side. 

Miami may have the best kicker-punter 
tandem in college football. Kicker Todd Siev- 
ets led the nation in field goals made per 
game. Punter Freddie Capshaw has an excep- 
tionally strong leg. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (4) 
3 Jason Geathers (Jr) 


7 Ethenie Sands (St) 
61. Tony Tela (Fr) 


70 Joe! Rodriguez ($0) 

7 “Chris Myers (So,) 

84 Rashad Butler () 

‘82 David Willams (So.) 

18 Derrick Crudup (So.) 

23. Quadtrine Hil (Fr) 

34 Jarrett Payton (Jn) 
Defense (6) 

99 Andrew Williams (Sr.) 


75 Vince Wifork (S0.) 
56. Santonio Thomas (1) 


6 Antrel Role (So,) 
37 Jean Leone (F:) 


Special Teams 
“46 Todd Sievers (Sr) 
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Aisle rom grain 


Te : iness” in 2002. Coach “Ply 
Fulmer’s troops adopted the motto after 
falling one quarter short of beating LSU in 
the 2001 SEC Championship Game when a 
win would have earned a trip to the national 
title game. “Anything less than the National 
Championship this year is unacceptable,” 
quarterback Casey Clausen says. 


Casey Clausen 


Clasusen has matured to become a team 
leader. His maturation on the field allows UT 
to use its entire playbook, Clausen sets up well 
in the pocket and sees the entire field. He has 
a quick release and throws with good velocity. 


Tennessee is one of four 
schools to appear in a bowl 
game each of the past 13 years. 


A power ground game returns to Rocky 
‘Top with Cedric Houston (210 pounds), Troy 
Fleming (226) and Jabari Davis (232) in the 
backfield. Houston is a slasher with the speed 
to break off long runs. Davis and Fleming are 
bruising runners, and both can catch the ball 
out of the backfield. Tailback Derrick Tinsley 
gives UT a versatile threat that can run, catch 
or split out wide as a receiver, Fulmer says it’s 
as deep as his backfield has been since Aaron 
Hayden, James Stewart and Charlie Garner 
lined up behind Heath Shuler in 1993. 
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Receiver Kelley Washington is an imposing 
6'4", 225-pounder with the ability to take 
over a game, as he did when he had 11 
catches for a school-record 256 yards against 
LSU. Leonard Scott enters the fall as the 
starter opposite Washington. Scott has been a 
track star throughout his career, but he has 
yet to show he can catch the ball consistently. 

Tight end Jason Witten is the No. 2 receiv- 
ing option. Witten’s 28 catches 
for 293 yards last season were the 
most by a Vol tight end in the 
Fulmer era. 

UT lost two starters off the 
offensive line to the NFL, but 
seven returning linemen have 
starting experience. Tackle Will 
Ofenheusle is an aggressive run 
blocker, while the speed of guard 
Chavis Smith makes him effec- 
tive on trap blocks, Scott Wells 
has proven reliable at center the 
past two years, Jason Respert has 
bounced back from the ankle 
injury that kepe him out last year 
and brings toughness and athleti- 
cism, Michael Mufioz, a Fresh- 
man All-American in 2000, 
returns after sitting out 2001 
with a knee injury. Muiioz 


2 

5 will compete with Sean 
IF Young at left tackle. 
Some bad news for Ten- 


nessee is that it lost four 
starters from last year’s defen- 
sive line, including first-round draft picks 
John Henderson and Albert Haynesworth, 
The good news is the Vols have four 
seniors projected to start, and four others 
returning with starting experience. UT is 
solid at tackle with run stuffers Rashad 
Moore, Ed Kendrick, Demetrin Veal and 
Aubrayo Franklin. Each, however, must 
work on his pass-rush. Omari Hand and 
Constantin Ritzmann are poised to take 
over at defensive end, Hand has shown 
flashes of big-play ability but has lacked 
consistency, Ritzmann is productive in 
pass-rush situations, but at 250 pounds 
he’s one of the smaller ends in the SEC. 
The last time the Vols’ linebackers were 

this talented, the team won the 1998 | f 
National Championship. Eddie Moore 
quarterbacks the defense from the strong- 
side position. Moore led the Vols with 81 
tackles despite playing with a shoulder 
injury requiring off-season surgery. Kevin 
Burnett can blitz or drop into coverage 
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WR 26 Leonard Scott (Sr) 
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© 64 Scott Wells (Jr) 
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TB 24 Cedi Houston (So,) 
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LB 50 Keyon Whiteside (Sr.) 
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CB 3 Wilie Miles (Sr) 22 Robert Boulware (F.) 
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S$ 14 Julian Battle (Sr 9 Steven Marsh (Sr) 
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from the weak-side, while headhunters Keyon 
Whiteside and Robert Peace ate battling to 
start in the middle. Peace was running first 
team before suffering a fractured scapula in 
spring drills. Outside linebacker Tony Camp- 
bell is exceptional in passing situations, 

In the secondary, two positions are locked 
entering fall drills: sticky cover man Jabari 
Greer at cornerback and third-year starter 
Rashad Baker at free safety. Once the Vols fig- 
ure out how they'll use Julian Battle, the rest 
of the secondary will fall into place. Battle 
started at strong safety last season, but he also 
saw 272 snaps as a corner when Tennessee 
went to its six defensive backs package. 

If Battle starts at strong safety, Willie Miles 
will get the nod at comer. Miles, who set a 
school record with a 4.27 40, is the final 
holdover that played in the 1998 title game 
victory over Florida State. Should Battle be 
moved to corner, it would mean either Steve 

Marsh or juco All-American Gibril Wilson 
would line up at safety. Marsh is.a fierce hitter. 

Reliable kicker Alex Walls enjoyed the best 
spring of his career, routinely connecting from 
within 50 yards. Punter Dustin Colquitt fin- 
ished his freshman year strong. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (5) 


‘86 Montrell Jones (So.) 


66 Sean Young (Jr) 

59. Victor McClure (So, 

7 Chuck Prugh (Jc) 

75 Anthony Herrera (Sr.) 
74 Richie Gandy (Fe) 

80. Sudan Elington (Fr) 

42. C.J. Leak (It) 

34 Jabar Davis (S0.) 

34. Jaber Davis (So.) 


Defense (5) 


46. Kariton Neal (So.) 
25 Tony Campbell.) 
41 Robert Peace (J) 


410 Mark Jones (Jr) 
Special Teams 


49 Alex Walls (Sr) 
47 Dustin Coluitt (So, 
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Q; Oklahoms, ,.,; 


t seems strange, but Oklahoma considered 
last season a disappointment. Maybe that’s 
the natural result when a National Cham- 


pion returns its nucleus, and a reawakened fan 
base expects nothing less than another title. 

Good news for Sooner fans: Oklahoma 
expects to be better this season, The Sooners 
have the ingredients to contend for another 
national title. 


Tommie Harris 


Fifteen starters return. An offense that had 
become sluggish has been tweaked. Despite 
the loss of All-Americans Roy Williams and 
Rocky Calmus, a dominant defense shouldn't 
drop off much. Add a softer schedule and the 
Sooners appear primed for success, 


Oklahoma returns 99.6 
percent of its total 


S ‘son. Of course, it’s not like the 


offense from the 2001 sea 
Sooner offense was a juggernaut. 


‘The Sooners were sparked in midseason by 
Jason White, who grabbed the starting quar- 
terback job before a knee injury cut short his 
season, White didn’t participate in full-contact 
drills during the spring, though coaches were 
impressed by his rapid recovery. They made it 
clear the job is White’ to lose in August. 

Nate Hybl hasn't been written off. He per- 
formed well during the spring and will get a 
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good look in August. After a redshirt season, 
newcomer Brent Rawls showed plenty of tal- 
ent last spring. 

In what has become an annual tradition, the 
Sooners spent the off-season looking for ways 
to improve a struggling ground game. New 
run game coordinator Kevin Wilson brought 
several wrinkles from the spread running game 
he directed at Northwestern. Quentin Griffin 
has a knack for finding and hit- 
ting holes, then squirting away 
from defenders. He's also effecitve 
in the passing game, both in pass 
blocking and catching the ball out 
of the backfield. 

OU hopes sophomore Mark 
Clayton, who emerged last season 
as a sticky-fingered go-to receiver, 
continues to develop, and that 
Antwone Savage and Curtis 
Fagan return to their 2000 form. 
The Sooners’ most consistent 
threat last season was tight end 
Trent Smith, who led the nation’s 
tight ends in receiving, 

The young offensive line 
includes new two new starters 
and three players at new 
positions. Coaches predicted 
stardom for Vince Carter, 
but he was thrust into action 
too early as a true freshman 
at center last season. He held 
his own, though, and has 
gotten bigger and stronger. 
‘Wes Sims moves from right tackle to left. 
Jammal Brown and Jerod Fields split time 
at right tackle last season when Sims was 
injured. Brown figures to start, but Fields 
has made impressive strides. 

The defensive line was dominant by sea- 
son’s end, and the nucleus returns, starting 
with Tommie Harris. A starter last season 
as a freshman, when he recorded 17 tack- 
les for a loss, Harris will be touted for All- 
America honors. But OU will rotate four 
starting-quality tackles. Kory Klein and 
Dusty Dvoracek are solid contributors. 
The addition of Lynn McGruder, who 
transferred from Tennessee, should make 
Harris even more effective. 

Jimmy Wilkerson, a long, lean speed- 
ster, might be the Big 12's best defensive 
end. Dan Cody adds to the star quality. 
Wilkerson and Jonathan Jackson com- 
bined last season for 21 tackles for a loss |! 
and seven sacks. 

Linebacker Teddy Lehman, who played 
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alongside Calmus last season, has moved from 
the middle to the weak side, Lehman's defensive 
back-like speed should add a new dimension. 
Highly routed junior college transfers Lance 
Mitchell and Pasha Jackson will fill the middle 
and strong-side positions, respectively. 

Coaches are counting on free safety Bran- 
don Everage, a hard-hitting ball of intensity, 
for leadership. Derrick Strait and Andre 
Woolfolk (a former receiver who split time on 
offense and defense last season) are clamp- 
down cornerbacks. And Antonio Perkins will 
split time at safety and cornerback; he might 
be the groups most physically talented player. 

Eric Bassey is the leading candidate to fill 
Williams role, a hybrid of strong safety and 
linebacker, Bassey’s 4.36-second speed in the 
40 led all Sooner defensive backs, but he’s not 
as physical as Williams. 

OU’s steady kicking game was a hidden 
factor in its success the last two seasons. But 
kicker Tim Duncan and punter Jeff Ferguson 
are gone, leaving the Sooners searching. 

Josh Roberts, a true freshman, will be given 
kicking duties in August. Ferguson's younger 
brother Blake transferred from North Carolina 
a year ago and will assume punting duties, 
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1 Brandon Jones (So) 
29. Will Peoples (So.) 
44. John Connor (Sr) 

‘1 Jerod Fields (So) 

82 Chris Bush (Fr) 

69. Brod Davis (Sc) 

66 Jarrod Barclay (Jr) 
62 Chike Ozumba (S«) 
89. James Moses (So.) 
8 Nate Hybl (Sr) 

47 Renaldo Works (in) 
Defense (7) 

49. Jonathan Jackson (S0,) 
96 Lynn MoGruder (So.) 
94 Dusty Dvoracek (So.) 
98 David Jones (ic) 

36 Russell Dennison (Fr) 
‘37 Gin Ingram (Ft) 

36. Brandon Pryor (Sr) 
2B Antonio Perkins (So.) 
24. Jowahn Poteat (Fr) 
34 Matt MoCoy (i) 


Special Teams 
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ch: Bob Stoops 
on: 2nd Big 12 South 


200% Record (Big 12): 11-2 (6-2) 
Oklahoma Memorial Stadium (72,765) 
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chind a potent offense, the Huskies 
B xpect to return to the Top 10 this sea- 

son if weaknesses on the defensive front 
and in the secondary are resolved. “We played 
defense last year with a group of guys that was 
not up to the caliber that a top-ranked pro- 
gram, talent-wise, should play with,” coach 
Rick Neuheisel says. “We have to play better 
defense for us to be championship caliber.” 


Reggie Williams 


Cody Pickett has the arm and leadership to 
take the Huskies to a championship, especially 
ifhe cuts down on his interceptions (14). With 
Pickett’ ability to throw deep, he keeps the 
defense spread out. He showed his toughness 
by playing the second half of last season with a 
separated shoulder on his throwing arm while 
still putting up big numbers. Husky coaches 
cannot wait t0 see what Pickett can do if he 
stays healthy for a full season. 


The current winning 

streak at Husky Stadium 

stands at 14. The Huskies play 
seven games there this season. 


If Pickett, who had surgery on his shoulder 
in January, goes down, Taylor Barton has an 
accurate arm and a knowledge of the game that 
should keep the offense potent. 

Tailback Rich Alexis needs to recover from a 
sophomore slump to give the Huskies a 
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stronger running attack. His yards per carry 
average dropped from 6.2 as a freshman to 3.1 
last year. If Alexis, a power runner, fails to 
respond, Braxron Cleman, Chris Singleton or 
freshmen Kenny James or Shelton Sampson 
could develop into the primary threat. 

Zach Tuiasosopo switched to fullback from 
outside linebacker in an effort to bolster a posi- 
tion that rarely contributed last year. 

Led by Reggie Williams, the 
Huskies boast one of the nation’s 
top receiving corps. Williams has 
the speed, hands, fakes and leap- 
ing ability to carch passes against 
any defender, as he proved in the 
Holiday Bowl against Quentin 
Jammer of Texas. 

Paul Arnold is only expected to 
get better in his second year as a 
receiver after a switch from run- 
ning back. He runs as well after 
the catch as anyone. 

The team received a blow with 
the spring suspension of Charles 
Frederick; it appears unlikely that 
helll retum. Wilbur Hooks could 
see a lot more passes. 

The Huskies continually 
produce NFL prospects at 
tight end, and Joe Toledo 
appears to be the next one. 

The offensive line is solid } 
if and deep this year. Khalif 
Barnes, Nick Newton, Elliott 
Zajac and Todd Bachert 
appear to be better at pass blocking than 
run blocking, although the latter might 
improve this season. Andre Reeves or 
Robin Meadow could earn a starting spot. 
Dan Dicks and Bachert are the top candi- 
dates at center to replace Kyle Benn, a 
three-year starter. 

By contrast, there’s plenty of room for | 
improvement on the defensive line, as the 
Huskies were last against the rush in the 
Pac-10 last year. With Larry Tripplett 
gone, someone needs to lead a revival of 
the defensive front. Josh Miller, Jerome 
Stevens, Terry Johnson, Junior Coffin and 
Tui Alailefaleula will need to become bet- 
ter run stoppers and pass rushers. Alaile- 
faleula might have the most potential to | 
become the leader of this group. 

Freshman prospect Donny Mateaki 
could also break into the lineup. 


Inside linebacker Ben Mahdavi led the {2% 


Huskies in tackles, sacks and fumble recov- 
erties last year and should play a similar 
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role, Marquis Cooper could become a big-play 
guy with his ability to get to the ball. Joseph 
Lobendahn might be the hardest hitter on the 
team. Kai Fllis, bothered by knee injuries last 
season, could rack up the sacks at outside line- 
backer with his strength and speed. ‘Tyler 
Krambrink, Jafar Williams and Anthony Kel- 
ley bring speed as wel. “The linebacking corps 
is as good as we've ever had,” Neuheisel says. 

The secondary is definitely an area where 
the Huskies need help, even though they 
return several players. Strong safety Greg 
Carothers hits as hard as anyone. Dertick 
Johnson, who missed las season with an ankle 
injury, and Eric Shyne, ineligible last year, 
could improve the play at comerback. Return- 
ing comerbacks Roc Alexander and Chris 
Massey have plenty of speed but struggle co 
find the ball at times. Jimmy Newell is the top 
candidate at free safety. 

Fourth-year kicker John Anderson has a 
strong leg that puts him among the best in the 
nation. Punter Derek McLaughlin kicks as 
well as anybody in the conference and should 
have another strong year. Alexander shines in 
the return game, thanks to his speed. Fresh- 
man Nate Robinson could be another threat. 


Depth Chart 
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New Rain Garden’ scent. There’s no denying the effect. 
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LSU isu... 


© just where are Nick Saban and the 
Ss LSU Tigers headed? To another SEC 

Championship? To a shot at a 
National Championship? 

“We're headed into the unknown, into 
what I like to call the dark side of the moon,” 
says the LSU coach. “It’s the kind of climate 
that can create insecurity.” 

The man who steered LSU to its first con- 


LaBrandon Toefield 


ference title in 13 years has reason to be 
apprehensive. He lost yards and leadership 
with the graduation of quarterback Rohan 
Davey and with receiver Josh Reed's decision 
to toss his name into the NFL Draft. And 
that’ without mentioning that his leading 
running back (LaBrandon Toefield rushed for 
just under 1,000 yards) will be returning after 
major knee surgery. 


It has been 66 years 
a) since LSU repeated as SEC 
Champions. The Tigers won 

the title in 1935 and '36. 


Don't worry about the Tigers, though. 
There's plenty of talent for another run at the 
West title. 

“When youlte going to war with a new 
quarterback,” says Saban, “you'll always carry 
a question mark, but that only makes the 
challenge greater.” 


60 


The new triggerman figures to be Matt 
Mauck, a 23-year-old sophomore who spent 
three seasons in the Chicago Cubs organiza- 
tion before enrolling at LSU. Mauck 
endeared himself to LSU fans everywhere last 
December when he came off the bench to 
replace an injured Davey and played well 
enough to win MVP honors in the Tigers’ 
31-20 upset of Tennessee in the SEC Cham- 
pionship game. Tossed into the 
fire in that game, Mauck dis- 
played exquisite presence direct- 
ing traffic as well as the quickness 
to run for a couple of crucial 
touchdowns. 

Toefield spent the spring on a 
fast rehab track, and Saban feels 
he'll bounce back. In Domanick 
Davis, the Tigers have a capable 
backup who stepped in against 
the Vols in the conference title 
game to rush for 78 yards, then 
rushed for 122 and a Sugar Bowl- 
record four TDs against Illinois. 

Michael Clayton had one of 
the best freshman seasons of any 
receiver in school history and 
teamed with Reed to form 
the No. 2 receiving tandem 
in the country. More than 
the numbers, it was the one- 
handed, over-the-shoulder 
grabs and the divi 
that made the 6' 
Rouge native speci; 
Four players join Clayton in the rota- 
tion at receiver: steady, quick Jerel Myers; 
eager Reggie Robinson, sidelined by neck 
surgery last season; and new faces Shy- 
rone Carey and Bennie Brazell. At tight 
end, Eric Edwards gets a chance to prove 
he’s the man. 

Center Ben Wilkerson was good 
enough to make the Freshman All-Amer- 
ica second team last year. There are 
returning starters on the left side of the 
offensive line in Stephen Peterman and 
Rodney Reed. On the right side, success 
will hinge on how well Rob Sale, Brad 
Smalling and Kade Comeaux step up. 

The defensive line is an area where 
Saban is banking on help from young 
bodies. Junior tackle Chad Lavalais was 
solid against the run and the pass, and 
Saban is expecting the same from sopho- 
more end Marquise Hill, pegged as “a 
star of the future.” Marcus Spears 
reported last year as a blue-chip tight end 


Courtland Richards 
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but eventually wound up at defensive end, 
Remaining in the mix are seniors Kenderick 
Allen, who started the first six games last 
year, and Byron Dawson, who came on 
strong late last season. 

Linebacker Bradie James decided to return 
for his final year of eligibility and becomes the 
anchor of the LSU defense, having been 
moved from outside linebacker to the middle, 
Jeremy Lawrence returns to his spot at strong- 
side linebacker while sophomore Lionel 
Turner and converted safety Adrian Mayes 
will battle for the weak-side position. 

Another James, Damien, will be the 
anchor of a secondary deeper in talent than 
last season. James, who led the SEC in 2001 
with five interceptions, will be playing free 
safety instead of cornerback, Strong safety 
Norman LeJeune and right corner Demetrius 
Hookfin both return, while sophomores 
Tiavis Daniels and Ronnie Prude will battle 
at left corner. 

Placekicker John Corbello returns after 
kicking field goals of 45, 47 and 45 yards in 
the SEC Championship game. Punter Don- 
nie Jones is back after averaging 43.7 yards 
during the regular season. 


Depth Chart 
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"99 Jason Ledoux 
__7 Advian Mayes Ur) 


2004 Record (SEC): 10-3 (6-3) 
Tiger Stacium (91,600) 
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For intranasal use only. 
Shake Well Before Using 

BRIEF SUMMARY 

CONTRAINDICATIONS 

Hypersensitivity to any of the ingredients of this preparation contraindicates its use, 
WARNINGS 

The replacement of a systemic corticosteroid witha topical corticosteroid can be accompanied 
by signs of adrenal insufficiency and, in addition, some patients may experience symptoms 
of withdrawal; e.g, joint and/or muscular pain, lassitude and depression, Patients previous 
ly treated for prolonged periods with systemic corticosteroids and transferred to topical coti- 
costeroids should be carefully monitored for acute adrenal insufficiency in response to stress. 
{In those patients who have asthma or other clinical conditions requiring long-term systemic 
corticosteroid treatment, too rapid a decrease in systemic corticosteroids may cause a severe 
exacerbation of their symptoms. 

Children who are on immunosuppressant drugs are more susceptible to infections than 
healthy children. Chickenpox and measles, for example, can have a more serious or even 
fatal course in children on immunosuppressant doses of corticosteroids. In such children, 
or in adults who have not had these diseases, particular care should be taken to avoid expo- 
sure. f exposed, therapy with varicella-zoster immune globulin (VZIG) or pooled intravenous 
immunoglobulin (IVIG), as appropriate, may be indicated. If chickenpox develops, treatment 
with antiviral agents may be considered 

PRECAUTIONS 

General: In clinical studies with triamcinolone acetonide nasal spray, the development of 
localized infections of the nose and pharynx with Candida albicans has rarely occurred. 
When such an infection develops it may require treatment with appropriate local or systemic 
therapy and discontinuance of treatment with Nasacort AQ Nasal Spray. 

Nasacort AQ Nasal Spray should be used with caution, if tall, in patients with active or quies- 
Cent tuberculous infection ofthe respiratory tract or in patients with untreated fungal, bacte~ 
rial, or systemic viral infections or ocular herpes simplex. 

Because of the inhibitory effect of corticosteroids, in patients who have experienced recent 
nasal septal ulcers, nasal surgery, or trauma, a corticosteroid should be used with caution 
until healing has occurred. As with other nasally inhaled corticosteroids, nasal septal perfo- 
rations have been reported in rare instances. 

When used at excessive doses, systemic corticosteroid effects such as hypercorticism and adre- 
nal suppression may appear. It such changes occur, Nasacort AQ Nasal Spray should be dis 
continued slowly, consistent with accepted procedures for discontinuing oral steroid therapy. 
Information for Patients: Patients being treated with Nasacort AQ Nasal Spray should 
receive the following information and instructions. Patients who are on immunosuppressant 
doses of corticosteroids should be warned to avoid exposure to chickenpox or measles and, 
if exposed, to obtain medical advice 

Patients should use Nasacort AQ Nasal Spray at regular intervals since its effectiveness 
depends on its regular use. (See DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION.) 

An improvement in some patient symptoms may be seen within the first day of treatment, 
and generally, it takes one week of treatment to reach maximum benefit. Initial assessment 
for response should be made during this time frame and periodically until the patients 
symptoms are stabilize. 

The patient should take the medication as directed and should not exceed the prescribed 
dosage. The patient should contact the physician if symptoms do not improve after three 
weeks, or if the condition worsens. Patients wo experience recurrent episodes of epistaxis 
(nose bleeds) or nasal septum discomfort while taking this medication should contact their 
physician. For the proper use of this unit and to attain maximum improvement, the patient 
should read and follow the accompanying patient instructions carefully. 

It is important to shake the bottle well before each use, Also, the bottle should be dis- 
carded after 120 actuations since the amount of triamcinolone acetonide delivered 
thereafter per actuation may be substantially less than 55 meg of drug. Do not transfer 
any remaining suspension to another bottle 

Carcinogenesis, Mutagenesis, and Impairment of Fertility: n a two-year study in rats tri- 
amcinolone acetonide caused no treatment-related carcinogenicity at oral doses up to 1.0 
‘meg/ka (approximately 1/30 and 1/50 of the maximum recommended daily intranasal dose 
in adults and children on a meg/m’ basis, respectively) In a two-year study in mice, triam= 
cinolone acetonide caused no treatment-related carcinogenicity at oral doses up to 3.0, 
mog/kg (approximately 1/12 and 1/30 of the maximum recommended daily intranasal dose 
in adults and children on a meg/m: basis, respectively). 

No mutagenicity studies with triamcinolone acetonide have been performed. 

In male and female rats, triamcinolone acetonide caused no change in pregnancy rate at oral 
doses up to 15.0 meg/kg (approximately 1/2 of the maximum recommended daily intranasal 
dose in adults on a mog/m’ basis). Triamcinolone acetonide caused increased fetal resorp- 
tions and stilbirths and decreases in pup weight and survival at doses of 5.0 mag/kg and above 
(approximately 1/5 of the maximum recommended daily intranasal dose in adults on a 
meg/m* basis). At 1.0 mog/kg (approximately 1/30 of the maximum recommended daily 
intranasal dose in adults on a mog/m basis), it did not induce the above mentioned effects, 
Pregnancy: Tevatogenic Ertects: Pregnancy Category C. Triamcinolone acetonide was ter- 
atogenic in rats, rabbits, and monkeys. In rats, triamcinolone acetonide was teratogenic at 
inhalation doses of 20 mog/kg and above (approximately 7/10 of the maximum recom- 


mended daily intranasal dose in adults on a meg/m® basis). In rabbits, triamcinolone ace- 
tonide was teratogenic at inhalation doses of 20 meg/kg and above (approximately 2 times 
the maximum recommended daly intranasal dose in adults on a mog/m: basis). In monkeys, 
triamcinolone acetonide was teratogenic at an inhalation dose of 500 mcg/kg (approxi- 
mately 37 times the maximum recommended daily intranasal dose in adults on a mog/m? 
basis). Dose-related teratogenic effects in rats and rabbits included cleft palate and/or internal 
hydrocephaly and axial skeletal defects, whereas the effects observed in the monkey were 
cranial malformations. 

There are no adequate and well-controlled studies in pregnant women. Therefore, triamci- 
nolone acetonide should be used in pregnancy only if the potential benefit justifies the 
Potential risk to the fetus. Since their introduction, experience with oral corticosteroids in 
pharmacologic as opposed to physiologic doses suggests that rodents are more prone to 
teratogenic effects from corticosteroids than humans. In addition, because there is a natu- 
ral increase in glucocorticoid production during pregnancy, most women will require a lower 
exogenous corticosteroid dose and many will not need corticosteroid treatment during 
pregnancy. 

Nonteratogenic Effects: Hypoadrenalism may occur in infants born of mothers recelving 
Corticosteroids during pregnancy. Such infants should be carefully observed. 

Nursing Mothers: It is not known whether triamcinolone acetonide is excreted in human milk. 
Because other corticosteroids are excreted in human milk, caution should be exercised when 
Nasacort AQ Nasal Spray is administered to nursing women. 

Pediatric Use: Safety and effectiveness in pediatric patients below the age of 6 years have 
‘not been established. 

Corticosteroids have been shown to cause growth suppression in children and teenagers, 
Particularly with higher doses over extended periods. If a child or teenager on any corticos- 
teroid appears to have growth suppression, the possibilty that they are particularly sensitive 
to this effect of corticosteroids should be considered, 

ADVERSE REACTIONS 

In placebo-controlled, double-blind, and open-label clinical studies, 1483 adults and chil- 
dren 12 years and older received treatment with triamcinolone acetonide aqueous nasal 
‘Spray. These patients were treated for an average duration of 51 days. In the controlled tri- 
als (2-5 weeks duration) from which the following adverse reaction data are derived, 1394 
patients were treated with Nasacort AQ Nasal Spray for an average of 19 days. In a long- 
term, open-label study, 172 patients received treatment for an average duration of 286 days. 
Adverse events occurring at an incidence of 2% or greater and more common among 
Nasacort AQ-treated patients than placebo-treated patients in controlled adult clinical trials 
were: 


Adverse Events Patients treated with Vehicle 
220 meg triamcinolone Placebo 
acetonide (n=857) % (n=862) % 
Pharyngitis 54 36 
Epistaxis 27 08 
Increase in cough 24 15 


A total of 602 children 6 to 12 years of age were studied in 3 double-blind, placebo-con- 
trolled clinical trials. Of these, 172 received 110 meg/day and 207 received 220 meg/day of 
Nasacort AQ Nasal Spray for two, six, or twelve weeks. The longest average durations of 
treatment for patients receiving 110 mog/day and 220 meg/day were 76 days and 80 days, 
respectively, Only 1% of those patients treated with Nasacort AQ were discontinued due to 
adverse experiences. No patient receiving 110 meg/day discontinued due to a serious adverse 
event and one patient receiving 220 mcg/day discontinued due to a serious event that was 
Considered not drug related. Overall, these studies found the adverse experience profile for 
Nasacort AQ to be similar to placebo. A similar adverse event profile was observed in pedi- 
atric patients 6-12 years of age as compared to older children and adults with the exception 
of epistaxis which occurred in less than 2% of the pediatric patients studied. 

Adverse events occurring at an incidence of 2% or greater and more common among adult 
patients treated with placebo than Nasacort AQ were: headache, and rhinitis. In children aged 
6 to 12 years these events included: asthma, epistaxis, headache, infection, otitis media, 
sinusitis, and vomiting. 

In clinical trials, nasal septum perforation was reported in one adult patient although rela 
tionship to Nasacort AQ Nasal Spray has not been established. 

In the event of accidental overdose, an increased potential for these adverse experiences 
‘may be expected, but acute systemic adverse experiences are unlikely. (See OVERDOSAGE.) 
OVERDOSAGE 

Like any other nasally administered corticosteroid, acute overdasing is unlikely in view of 
the total amount of active ingredient present. In the event that the entire contents of the bot- 
tle were administered all at once, via either oral or nasal application, clinically significant 
systemic adverse events would most likely not result. The patient may experience some gas- 
trointestinal upset, 

Caution: Federal law prohibits dispensing without prescription. 

Please see product circular for full prescribing information. 

‘Manufactured by RhOne-Poulenc Rorer Puerto Rico Inc. 

Manati, Puerto Rico 
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F Colorado coach Gary Barnett makes any 
bold preseason predictions this year, 
count on a drastic reduction in snickers, 


Last preseason, Barnett told the Big 12 media 
that his players expected nothing less than a 
berth in the Big 12 Championship game, and 
the Buffaloes delivered him a championship 
victory over Texas. 

Pethaps even more meaningful, the Buf- 


Chris Brown 


faloes finally beat a Nebraska team that had 
haunted them for a decade, and did so deci- 
sively. Their 62-36 victory was among college 
football's most memorable games last year. 
Asked about a repeat, Barnett sounds less 


like Joe Namath this time, saying, “We cer- 
tainly will be close to having the ability, the 


talent to do that.” 
% ers rush for 100 yards or 
more in the same game 
three times in 2001. 


Colorado had two play- 


Heralded quarterback Craig Ochs spent 
much of the second half of last season holding 
a clipboard, first because of injuries and then 
because replacement Bobby Pesavento played 
so well. Fans in Boulder still remember Ochs 
as the guy who dazzled with his arm and feet 


Ochs did have a slight problem with inter- 
ceptions, but with a beefed-up receiving 
corps, that could be less of an issue now, 

Ics hard to find a better group of running 
backs than Chris Brown, Bobby Purify and 
Marcus Houston, who, along with the 
departed Cortlen Johnson, helped the Buf- 
faloes rush for 228.5 yards per game la 
The Buffaloes still have three players capable 
of breaking the century mark — 
by halftime. 

Brown has a linebacker’s build, 
but with one fumble all of last 
yeat, a clock-maker's hands. 
Purify and Houston are also big 
backs with breakaway speed. 


them again will be fullback Bran- 
don Drumm, 

Wide receiver D.J. Hackett 
arrives from the defunct Cal St 
Northridge program _ having 
caught a touchdown in each of his 
last 13 games. He should com- 
bine with returnee Derek 
McCoy to make the Buffaloes 
receiving corps much taller, 

Of much greater concern 
for CU is tight end, where 
Quinn Sypniewski must 
replace Mackey Award win- 
ner Daniel Graham. 

All the talk about ter 
rific triumvirate of tailbacks 
becomes moot if the line fails 
to lace em up. Tackle Justin Bates, center 
Wayne Lucier and guard Marwan Hage 
started every game of 2001, with Bates 
grading out the highest of all five starters 
and Hage trailing only Andre Gurode in 
“domination” blocks, Former Oklahoma 
signee Clint Werth arrives after a stop in 
junior college, but he spent the spring 
recovering from knee surgery. 

Defensive end Gabe Nyenhui 
regarded transfer from Garden City 
(Kan) Community College who prac- 
ticed this spring. Dylan Bird was sup- 
posed to play for the Buffs last year, but sat 
out after administrative confusion over his 
grades. DeAndre Fluellen (three starts) 
and Brandon Dabdoub (seven starts) 
shared time at defensive tackle last fall, 
and both showed signs that they can clog 
the middle. Tyler Brayton, a starting end 
in 2001, has been moved inside to tackle. 


well- 


‘Throwing his body in front of 


WR 80 Derek McCoy (Jr.) 
WR 88 D.J, Hackett (1) 
‘ST 77 Justin Bates (St.) 


‘8G 62 Marwan Hage (Jr) 72 Drew Shader (Fr) 
© 78 Wayne Lucier (St.) 74. Ryan Gray (Sr) 
TG. 76 Josh Foster (Sr) 69. Kar Ais (Jr) 


TT 70 Raw King (Sc) 

TE 45 Quinn Sypnicws (Jr) 
QB 4 Craig Ochs (Jr) 
TB 22 Chris Brown (Jn) 
FB 33 Brandon Drumm (Sr) 36. 4,P. dizerega (So.) 


DE 92 Dylan Byrd (Sr) 
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when he notched a team-high 11 tackles in 
CU%s victory over Nebraska. Now he’s in his 
second year as a starter and ready to become 
a national name. Joey Johnson was crucial 
inside after Jashon Sykes went down last year, 
and now he tries his luck outside. Drew 
Wahlroos, last year’s third-leading tackler 
with 72, swaps spots with Johnson. 

‘The secondary was the Bufl’ biggest con- 
cern in 2001, and they enter this season minus 
NEL-bound strong safety Michael Lewis, the 
defenses emotional center. Roderick Sneed, 
who made nwo starts at comer, will try to fil 
the void, while Medford Moorer mans the free 
safety spot. 

Cornerback Donald Strickland is CU's 
returning leader in tackles, bue he sat out the 
spring recovering from shoulder surgery. Phil 
Jackson showed grit in playing though injuries 
at the other corner but could be exposed on 
deep patterns, Freshman Sammy Joseph is 
among the highly regarded newcomers. 

Punter Mark Mariscal’s 44,5-yard average 
would have led the Big 12 and ranked sixth in 
the nation if held had enough attempts. The 
Buffaloes feel fine with Pat Brougham han- 
dling field goals, kickoffs and extra points, 


Depth Chart 


Offense (7) 

85. John Donahoe (Jr) 
‘81 Jason Burianek (Sr.) 
73. Clint O'Neal (Fr.) 


7A Clint Werth Ur) 

44 Beau Wiliams (Sr) 
7 Robert Hodge (St) 
21 Marcus Houston (So,) 


Defense (7) 
99 Tyler Brayton (Sr.) 


DT 98 Brandon Dabdoub (So.) 94 DeAndre Fluellen Ur.) 

DT 99 Tyler Brayton (St) 37. Vince Mitchell (Jr) 

DE 97 Gabe Nyenhuis (In) 82. James Garee (Fr) 

LB 54 Sean Tufts (Jr) 56. Aaron lion (Sr) 

LB 46 Drew Wahltoos (Sr) 9 Andrew Ward (Fr.) 

LB 43 Joey Johnson (Sr.) 12. Kory Mossoni (St) 

"(8 4 Donald Stickland (St) 21 Lowel Houston (Se) 

CB 6 Phil Jackson (it) 28. Joe Swit (St) 

SS 26 Roderick Sneed (Sr) 35 Omar Stewart (Sx) 

FS 47 Medford Moorer (Ir) 38. Barry Kunkel (Ir) 
Special Teams 

K 25 Pat Brougham (Sr) 

P 8 Mark Mariscal (Sr) 

KR 26 Roderick Sneed (Sr) 

PR 26 Roderick Sneed (Sr) 


(#) indicates number of returing starters 
‘BOLD indicates returning starters 


Hint Comm Giky Pavel 
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two years ago and who guided the Buffaloes 
Ramars Pease (84/042) 


to a 5-1 start in 2001 before getting hurt. 


Last year, linebacker Sean Tufts came 
up biggest in his team’s biggest game, 
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was an off-season of change for the Michi- 
gan Wolverines, who saw very little good in 
an 8-4 season lase year that included losses 
to Michigan State, Ohio State and an embar- 
rassing 45-17 loss to Tennessee in the Citrus 
Bowl. Michigan had one of the poorest 
offenses in the Big Ten last season, so now 
there's a new offensive coordinator in Terry 
Malone, promoted from his position as offen- 


Victor Hobson 


sive line coach, And the players went back to 
the weight room to beef up and find speed. 
The likely starter at quarterback is John 
Navarre, the starter all last season. Criticized 
for being slow, Navarre dropped some weight 
in the off-season and increased his foot speed. 


The Wolverines lost to 

rivals Michigan State and 

Ohio State and lost its bowl 

game (to Tennessee in the Citrus) 
for the first time since 1984. 


But what needed work was his confidence. 
Navarre played well the first half of the season 
and had only two interceptions, but in the 
final six games, he threw 11 interceptions. 

His primary competition is Spencer Brinton, 
a transfer from San Diego State. The lefthander 
has a strong arm but has been relatively 
untested. 

Re-establishing Michigan as a potent rush- 


64 


Michigan) .....< 


wea 


ing threat was a main focus during the off-sea- 
son. Depth will not be an issue, but the run- 
ning game did take a hit when tailback Kelly 
Baraka was dismissed from the team. 

BJ. Askew, the leading rusher a year ago, 
has been moved back to fullback because of 
his versatility as a rusher, receiver and blocker. 
Chris Perry will be the starter at tailback, but 
watch out for sophomore David Underwood, 
a strong back who runs low and 
is tough to bring down. 

Marquise Walker is long gone, 
taking with him his 1,143 recei 
ing yards from last season. No one 
else on the team was even close. 
Calvin Bell, who made a name for 
himself last’ season running 
reverses, could be a breakout 

is expected from 
ne of the fastest 
players on the team. Tyrece Butler 
also should be a factor, but Bray- 
lon Edwards and Tim Massaquoi 
will push for playing time. 

The youth movement appar- 
ently is on as far as the offensive 
line goes, and coach Lloyd Carr 
likes what he sees, Courtney 
Morgan and Adam Stenavich 
will compete for the left tackle 
job. Tony Pape, the starter at 
lefé tackle last season, will start | SE 
at right tackle, David Baas is | 
expected to start at left guard, | 1g 
and Matt Lentz. could be the | 
starter at right guard. Dave Pearson, who | Fe 
moved from the defensive line during bowl 


Ross Detiman 


TE 
practices, will compete with Andy | 9B 
Christopfel for the starting job at center. | FB 

The veteran front four of Dan 

Rumishek and Shantee Orr at the ends 
and Norman Heuer and Shawn Lazarus | PE 
“7, . oT 
at the tackles all return. “We're excited | pr 
about the kind of defense we're going to | DE 
have,” Carr says. “In chat front, you've got | 18 
a lot of guys who are tough, who can | tg 
move and who can hurt you.” Rumishek | ep 
led the team with seven sacks last season, | 8 
Orr had six, and Heuer had five. ea 
re Py A FS 

Victor Hobson is the only returning 
starter at linebacker now that Larry Foote | 


For the first time in years, Michigan has 
depth in the secondary. Marlin Jackson, who 
missed spring practice due to ligament damage 
in his wrist, and Markus Curry should be the 
starting cornerbacks. Julius Curry, a starter at 
strong safety who missed much of last season 
with nerve damage in his shoulder and then 
missed spring practice because of shoulder 
surgery, will be a starter if healthy. But Charles 
Drake, who made nine starts at free safety in 
01, had a superb spring and could start. Cato 
June began the 2001 season at free safety but 
switched to strong safety after Curry’ injury. 

The player to watch will be redshirt fres 
man Ernest Shazor, who at 6'4", 215 pounds 
is one of the biggest safeties Michigan has had 
in recent years. Shazor will see time at receiver 
in the two-minute offense. 

Adam Finley was expected to be the punter, 
but Andy Mignery will compete for the job. 
Philip Brabbs likely will handle the placekick- 
ing, but he faces competition from Luke Perl 
and ‘Troy Nienberg, On kickoff returns, Car 
plans to try several players, including Jackson, 
Bell and Brandon Williams. Julius Curry is 
expected to resume punt return duties in the 
fall, along with his brother, Markus. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (7) 


19 Ronald Bellamy (Sr) 9 Tyrece Butler (i) 
27 Calin Bel (i) 80 Braylon Edwards (So.) 
62 Courtney Morgan Uc) 79 Adam Stenavich (Fr) 
75 David Baas (So, 73. Joe Denay (Sc) 

35 Andy Chistopfel So.) 57. Dave Pearson (ir) 


67 Matt Lentz (Fr.) 76 Dave Petruziello (Sr.) 

77 Tony Pape (Jr.) 74 Demetrius Solomon (Jr.) 

83 Bennie Joppru (Sr.) 45 Phil Brackins (Jr.) 

16 John Navarre (Jr.) 7 Spencer Brinton (Jr.) 

35 B.J. Askew (Sr.) 32 Kevin Dudley (So.) 

23 Chris Perry (Jr.) 5 David Underwood (So.) 
Defense (8) 


92 Dan Rumishek (Sr) 13 Larry Stevens (Ir) 
97 Shawn Lazarus (St.) 60 Grant Bowman (Jr) 
90 Norman Heuer (Jr) 60. Grant Bowman (J) 
53 Shantee Orr (Jr) 95. Alain Kashama (Jc) 

6 Victor Hobson (St) 42 John Spytek (ir) 

36 Scott McClintock (Fr) 37. Zach Kaufman (Jc) 
56 Lawrence Reid (Fr) 43. Carl Diggs (i) 

3 Marlin Jackson (So,) 21. Jeremy LeSueur Uh) 
30 Markus Curry (S0.) 12 Brandon Willams (St) 
26 Julius Curry (St) 24 Charles Drake (Sr.) 

2 Cato June (St) 25 Emest Shazor (Ft) 


Special Teams 
34 Philip Brabbs (Jr) 


and Eric Brackins are gone, but the 
Wolverines have developed considerable 
depth at the position. Scott McClintock 
and Lawrence Reid had superb springs and 
could very well be the inside linebackers. 
Zach Kaufman and Carl Diggs are the 
other challengers. 
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P39 Adam Finley (So.) 
KR 3 Matin Jackson (So,) 
PR 26 Juius Cury (Sr) 


(2) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates retuming starters 


Head Coach: Lloyd Carr 2003 Record (Big Ten): 8-4 (6-2) 


Michigan Stadium (107,50) 


2002 Prediction: 1st Big Ten 
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BUTTERBALL’ FRESH CHICKEN 
THE OTHER HOMETOWN FAVORITE. 


With Butterball, you're guaranteed fresh, Extra Tender & Juicy chicken that cooks up 
perfectly every time. The whole family will love it - almost as much as they love football. 


* The FreshTrace™ symbol tracks every package of Butterball Fresh 
Chicken from the farm to the store. It's your guarantee of freshness. 


Every Butterball Fresh Chicken is Grade A and specially 
trimmed of excess fat and skin to exceed USDA standards. 


¢ All Butterball boneless skinless items are 99% fat free. 


* You can find Butterball Fresh Chicken at your neighborhood supermarket. 


The best of all is Butterball.™ 
PRODUCT og 
Butterball@ is a registered trademark of ConAgra Foods, Inc, © 2002, ConAgra Foods, Inc. ConAgra Foods® 


Ft Florida... 


fier being given the keys to the Florida 
Ae kingdom, Ron Zook’s first 

order of business was to toss out the 
throne. Not that he ever planned to use it. 
Since being formally introduced as Steve 
Spurrier’ replacement on Jan. 9, Zook hasn't 
sat still, Zook soon could discover his fans 
wont take losses sitting down, either. A bevy of 
returning skill players, including Heisman 


Rex Grossman 


favorite Rex Grossman, must quickly digest a 
new system. UF faces arguably its most daunt- 
ing schedule ever. 

“The 2001 Heisman runner-up, Grossman 
said he was “95 percent sure” he was bolting 
after Spurrier’ sudden resignation. But Zooks 
enthusiasm and coordinator Ed Zaunbrecher’s 


wide-open offense won him over. 
tossed an NCAA Division | 


g record 55 TD passes in his 


first two seasons. 


Rex Grossman has 


Grossman enters the season as UF’ only 
scholarship quarterback who has taken a snap 
in a game. Though redshirt freshman Ingle 
Martin made huge strides in the spring, ques- 
tions remain whether he can do it in the fall. 
Incoming freshman Gavin Dickey may emerge 
as UF next great one — but not in 2002. 

The Gators will adopt a more diversified 
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running game under Zaunbrecher. “You know 
were fired up about it,” says senior Earnest 
Graham, “The linemen are definitely happy. 
They've been crying to run the ball like that 
for a while.” 

The same day Grossman announced he 
would return to school, senior receiver Taylor 
Jacobs did the same, establishing what could 
be the SEC’ top passing tandem of 2002. 

Behind Jacobs are at least five 
third-year receivers with break- 
through potential. At spring's 
end, in fact, the No. 2, 3 and 4 
spots on the depth chart 
remained unclear. 

Tight ends Aaron Walker and 
Ben Troupe, who teamed for 25 
catches last season, also return. 

The Gators must replace three 
starters on the offensive line. 
Junior Max Starks, last year’s 
right tackle, replaces Mike Pear- 
son at left tackle and lines up 
alongside classmate Shannon 
Snell, who started all 12 games at 
left guard last season. 

The coaching staff spent most 
of the spring shuffling players 
in search of the best guard 
tackle tandem opposite Starks 
3 and Snell. Senior center David 

Jorgensen, who has made 19 
career starts, sprained his right 
ankle early in spring drills and } 
= ultimately lost his job to 
promising redshire freshman Mike Degory. 
Jonathan Colon gives Florida 300- 
pounders across the entire line. 

A misconception about UF's defense is 
that its thin up front. The fact is, the 
coaches had enough confidence in their 
depth to move promising tackle Ronald 
Dowdy to offense. Look for UF to startin 
243 alignment, but shift frequently to a 
three-man front to get more speed on the 
field. Ian Scott, who has evolved into one 
of the SEC’: bese run-stoppers, joins Tron 
LaFavor to form one of the league's best 
interior tandems. 

On the edge, defensive end Bobby 
McCray enjoyed a breakthrough spring. 


The other starter could be former Fresh- | 5 


man AILSEC choice Clint Mitchell, who | 
was suspended twice in 2001 and can 
afford no more infractions. 

When UF’ top two middle linebackers 
went down with injuries in 2000, a trio of 
undersized freshmen stepped in — only to 


Depth Char 


NATIONAL 


10 


RANKING 


get stepped on. This spring, that same trio — 
‘Travis Harris, Matt Farrior and Reid Fleming 
— waged a fierce battle for the starting job. Far- 
rior, now over 230 pounds, won the job late in 
the spring, allowing coaches to move Harris 
outside to shore up depth. Seniors Mike Nattiel 
and Bam Hardmon remain the outside starters. 
Of all the Gators’ early departures for the 
NEL, cornerback Lito Sheppard's stings the 
least. Having stockpiled secondary talent in 
recent seasons, the defensive backfield 
remains solid. Depth abounds at every spot. 
Fifth-year senior Robert Cromartie, who 
sat out all of 2001 after tearing a pectoral 
muscle, should replace Sheppard. Junior Kei- 
wan Ratliff, who had two interceptions last 
season, likely will be the other first-teamer. 
Todd Johnson, arguably the SEC's best free 
safety, returns with strong safety Guss Scott, 
whose 75 tackles led the defensive backs in “01. 
No one will fill Jeff Chandler's kicking shoe, 
but Matt Leach and two walk-ons are vying for 
the chance to try: Leach, the incumbent at 
punter, appeared to have the inside track on 
the starting job at spring’ end. Leach averaged 
40.2 yards per punt in’01 but will most likely 
tain over the duties to junior Sean Morton, 


) 
28 Marquis Westbrook (Sr) 
~-16 Vernal Brown (Fr) 
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f you pay attention to Internet message 
boards, the Nebraska football program is 
ata crossroads and will be hard-pressed to 


continue its 33-year streak of winning at least 
nine games. The Huskers are fresh off their 
first two-game losing streak since 1990 and 
enter the 2002 campaign without Heisman 
‘Trophy winner Eric Crouch. This situation 
disturbs some in the Husker Nation. 


- = 
Dahrran Diedrick 

“T've got to shake my head when I hear 
people say that about this program,” says 
strong-side linebacker Scott Shanle, who 
grew up in the state and began his career as a 
walk-on. “For people to doubt us, you take 


that to heart.” 
points in its final two 


op games, against Colorado and 


Miami. 


Nebraska allowed 99 


Some concern is justified, with an untested 
quarterback, a rebuile offensive line and a 
defense looking to regain confidence after the 
disastrous finish, But the nine-win streak 
should continue. 

Quarterback Jammal Lord has taken only a 
handful of snaps over the past two seasons. 
Comparisons with Crouch are as unfair as 
they are unavoidable. Lord, who is bigger, 
lacks Crouch’s explosive speed but has shown 


68 


that he is capable of making plays and creat- 
ing something out of nothing. He has had to 
develop patience in the passing game, how- 
ever, an area of concern, 

Crouch’s Heisman run overshadowed 
Dahrran Diedrick’s accomplishments in his 
first season as the starting I-back, Diedrick 
led the Big 12 in rushing with 1,299 yards 
and 15 touchdowns. Thunder Collins is the 
most versatile of the I-backs, a 
threat receiving and running, 
Even though he and Diedrick 
will play the majority of downs, 
Cory Ross and Marques Sim- 
mons, the fastest I-back, should 
work their way onto the field at 
some point, 

Judd Davies is a do-it-all full- 
back but has been hampered by 
injuries throughout his career. 

Split end Wilson Thomas 
nabbed 37 receptions for a posi- 
tion-record 616 yards and three 
touchdowns last fall, Thomas, 
who also plays basketball, has the 
size and athleticism to catch the 
ball in a crowd. Wingback Troy 
Hassebrock is an aggressive 
downfield blocker. 

Aaron Golliday, Jon Bowl- 
ing and Kyle Ringenberg 


/ provide a three-man rotation 


} 

& 

J 5 at tight end. Golliday can be | 
Ml. Sominating blocker 


i 
F because‘othis size but he hag 
caught only five passes in three seasons, 

The offensive line will be built around 
center John Garrison, who exceeded 
expectations in his first season as a scarcer 
Dan Vili Waldrop, the only other reurn- 
ing startes, has trimmed down to hold 
onto his job. Wes Cody is the strongest of 
the linemen, Richie Incognito, who ican 
Bley: aaytoh chelliierpoutions willl beck 
*rawlen” says line coach Mile Tenopit. 

‘The defense will be. etrongest, in’ the 
Hine; with che return of three starters: rush 
ends Chiris'Keluy and Demoine Adams [ 
and nosetackle Jon(Clanton, who stepped 
in after Jason Lohr suffered a season-end- 
ing’ knee injury in the third game. The 
conference has granted Lohr a medical 
hardship, but there is still uncertainty 
ieparding’hldphpateal seus. 

Kelsay has @ mean streak when he puts 
om the pads, Clanton is among the most 
aisdalincmen aga has thesteetl tai th 
Govt ballriers 


ur 


TE 


K 
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| se 9 Wilson Thomas (Sr) 81 Ben Comalsen (Sr) 


jie 78 Mike Erickson (S0.) 


_RT 68 Dan Vili Waldrop (Jr) 


| QB 10 Jammal Lo 
FB 4 Judd vi 
a 30 Dahran Dedick (Sr) 1. Thu Coins (St) 


| RE 57 Chris Kelsay (Sr.) 
| of veh Patrick Kabongo (Jt) 


)i a3 jcott Shanle (Sr.) 

| LB 38 Barett Ruud (So.) 

| 1 7 Demorio Wiliams (Ur) 
CB 5 Deluan Groce (Sr.) 

) CB 4 Loinell McPherson (So,) 


Rov 21 Philip Bland (So.) 


RANKING 


Linebacking is a concern because of inex- 
perience, with Shanle the only returning 
starter and the top returning tackler with 56. 
Barrett Ruud, a solid back-up as a true fresh- 
man, is penciled in at middle linebacker. TJ. 
Hollowell also plays fast at weak-side line- 
backer, where junior college transfer Demor- 
tio Williams is expected to have an 
immediate impact. 

DeJuan Groce, an All-America candidate, 
is set at one cornerback, but the loss of Willie 
Amos to a knee injury during a spring scrim- 
mage creates uncertainty at the other. Lornell 
McPherson and Pat Ricketts have both started 
in nickel and dime alignments and will work 
in a rotation, 

Philip Bland will play both free safety and 
rover, positions where the Cornhuskers 
expect to be two-deep, with Aaron Terpening, 
Jerrell Pippens and Lannie Hopkins. 

Kyle Larson, the latest of Nebraska's tal- 
ented walk-on punters, averaged 42.5. yards 
and pinned opponents inside the 20-yard line 
21 times in 56 punts. Josh Brown struggled 
with consistency but settled down to earn the 
No. 1 placekicking job in competition with 
Sandro DeAngelis. 


"Bil Richie Incognito (Ft) 73 Scott Koethe (Sr) 
72 Tim Green (Jr) 

79 Josh Sewell (i) 

155 Junior Tagoa' (Jr) 
67. Nate Kotterman (Sr) 
‘84 Jon Bowling (Sr. 


52 John Garrison (St.) 
59 Wes Cody (Sr) 


99 Aaron Gol “i 
J 45: Steve Krowald (So) 


Hassebroek (St) 12 Dewayne Long (So.) 
Defense (5) 

92 Justin Smith (Sr) 

59. Ryon Bingham (Jt) 

97. Seppo Eyweraye (Fr) 

88. Trevor Johnson Je) 

AT (ra Cooper (So.) 

90 Tony Tata (Sr) 

17 TJ. Hollowell () 

6 Rodney Burgess (Jr) 

28 Pat Ricketts (it) 

21. Philip Bland (So.) 

2. Aaron Terpening (St) 


Special Teams 
26 Josh Brown (St.) 


Jon Clanton (St) 


"31 JertllPippens (ir) 


| P 49 Kyle Larson (Jn) 
KR 25 Josh Davis (Jr) 
PR 5 Deluan Groce (Sr) 


el dates nunbt of tira stertoe 
LD indicates return 
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The New Eureka WhirlWind® 
LiteSpeed™ not only makes your 
housework lighter and easier, it helps 
a good cause, too. 

Breast cancer research. 

Its lightweight 12-amp design makes 
it easy to maneuver with the most 
power you can buy. Its True HEPA 
sealed system gives it the best filtration 
of any upright.* 

And since the LiteSpeed has the best 
capacity of any bagless—3 times more 
than our original WhirlWind—it lets 
you vacuum up to three times longer 
before emptying the dust cup. 

Add to that no-tip design, large 
diameter clog-resistant hose and a 
great cause you'll feel good about get- 
ting behind, LiteSpeed by Eureka. 

Call 1-800-932-1778 for more facts. 


Clean For 


Choose from three 
LiteSpeed models 
in 13- to 15-inch 
cleaning widths. 
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© Gean For The Cure™is a trademark of the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer 
) Foundation. Eureka wil donate one dollar from the sale of each WhirlWind 
 TiteSpeed to the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation, up to $250,000, 

Ses 


We be we my eae >? 


Yow 


e USE ions 


he Rose Bowl seems to have become a 
faint memory for the Trojans. The 
school that used ro dominate the Pac-10 
conference hasn't played in the granddaddy of 
the bowls since 1995. And it’s been longer than 
that, all the way back to 1988, since USC was 
regarded as a serious national contender. 
Pete Carroll made positive strides in his ini- 
tial season on the job. And his first full recruit- 


A 


Carson Palmer 


ing class was a good one. But this team will 
have to improve dramatically to be considered 
a serious threat to challenge for the Pac-10 title. 


xy USC was outrushed 


2220-1 by Utah in 
the Las Vegas Bowl. Talk 
about an embarrassing way 
to spend Christmas Day. 


Carson Palmer, a senior with the prototype 
NEL size and arm, has yet to become the dom- 
inant college quarterback everyone at USC 
envisioned. In his career with the Trojans, he 
has 39 TDs and 39 picks. 

“Carson has made progress,” says offensive 
coordinator Norm Chow. “I think fm the 
fourth coach (offensively) he’ had in four years. 
Twant him to throw quicker, to make quicker 
decisions. He has had trouble with that.” 

Mate Leinart and Billy Hare, a couple of 
redshirt freshmen, ate likely to battle for the 
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back-up spot with sophomore Matt Cassel, 
who might also play some tight end. 

The hottest duel on the team is between 
Sultan McCullough and Justin Fargas for the 
tailback job. McCullough, the fastest player in 
school history, was sidelined most of last season 
with badly strained abdominal muscles. He has 
the speed, but not the instincts. Fargas, a highly 
touted prep star in the area, dazzled the coaches 
while running for the scout team 
last year. Fargas solidified his edge 
with a big spring. Malaefou 
MacKenzie, the best pass catcher 
among the backs, figures in the 
mix, and sophomore Darryl Pos- 
ton opened some eyes as well 

Receiver Kareem Kelly is like 
Palmer — breathtaking potential, 
but he has yet to enjoy a break- 
through season. The coaches 
would like to see a stronger work 
ethic and more precise routes. 
Kelly will stare along with junior 
Keary Colbert, who caught 32 
balls for a 12.6 average last season. 
Grant Mattos, Devin Pitts and D. 
Hale are the likely backups, with 
redshirt freshman William 


RANKING 


The linebacking unit appears in much bet- 
ter shape now. Two starters return in Mike Pol- 
lard and Matt Grootegoed, a converted 
defensive back who distinguished himself 
before a broken leg ended his season. 

The two incumbents will be joined by 
junior Chris Prosser, who started three games 
last season. Senior Aaron Graham will provide 
depth, but the player to watch is Melvin Sim- 
mons, a transfer from Washington State. 

Strong safety Tioy Polamalu is as gifted as 
any football player in the country at his posi- 
tion. A first-team All-American a year ago, 
Polamalu topped off his spectacular season with 
20 tackles in the Las Vegas Bowl. “He's one of 
the best players I've ever coached,” says Carroll. 

Polamalu will be joined by free safety 
DeShaun Hill and cornerbacks Kevin Arbet, 
who is solid, and Darrell Rideaux, who needs to 
improve. Highly regarded freshman safety Dar- 
nell Bing could be a huge factor, but as of early 
summer, he had yet to qualify academically. 

David Davis has established himself as a 
top-flight placekicker, converting 15-of-17 
field goals. He was the most accurate kicker in 
the Pac-10. The punting is not as sound. Tom 
Malone figures to be the top candidate. 


Buchanon a good bet to earn Depth Cha 
playing time. s bed 
Every offensive lineman Offense (8) 
Js but one returns from last sea- = pieces et gee © 
ef z logers (Jr. ip t) 
son, bur thar’ not necessarily | 4 78 Lenny Vandermade (Jr) 63 Travis Watkins (So) 
Ea good thing. Senior guard | ¢ 62 Nom Katnik Ui) 53. AJ, Single (So.) 
Zach Wilson has started for | RG 69 Zach Wilson (St) 70. SET erS (So) 
oe se ao . RT 66 Eric Torres (Jr.) 76 Joe McGuire (So.) 
we ae oi aaee Junior Lenny | eee 
andermade, after making some steady | gg 3 Carson Palmer (Sr.) 10 Matt Cassel (So.) 
progress at center, has been moved to | FB 39 Sunny Byrd (St) ‘34. Chad Pierson (Sr) 
guard. Junior Norm Katnik has started at A 25 Justin Fargas (Sc) 4 Sultan McCullough (Sr.) 
three different positions and likely will slide | ede td H 5) 
oe ense (5) 
A sani DE 56 Omar Nazel (Jc) 54 Anthony Daye (St.) 
The incumbent tackles are juniors Jacob | PE $= Ome) 54 ‘un Dae 
Rogers and Eric Torres, but they could be | pr ga Shauncoay(S0)  Reaifati Fn 


pushed by sophomore Joe McGuire, and 
by highly regarded freshmen Winston Jus- 
tice and Kyle Williams, who have been 
described as “the bookends of the future.” 
Unless USCS vers block better than they 
did a year ago, that future may be now. 
The leaders of the defensive line are 
Shaun Cody and Kenechi Udeze, both of 
whom earned Freshman All-America 
recognition. Cody could develop into the 
best USC pass rusher since Junior Seau. 
Junior Omar Nazel is the likely starter at 
end with Udeze, while Mike Patterson 
should open at tackle with Cody. Both 
Nazel and Patterson played well in spots. 
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DE 94 Kenechi Udeze (So.) 58 Austin Jackson (Fr) 
LB 45 Mike Pollard (Sr) 36. Aaron Graham (Si) 
LB 46 Matt Grootegoed (So.) 35. Lee Webb (So,) 

LB 59 Chis Prosser (ir) ‘51. Mein Simmons (Jt) 


©B 30 Kevin Art (Sr) 40, Miguel Fletcher (Sr) 

| CB 22 Darrel Rideau (Sr) 8 Marcell Almond (Jc) 

‘S$ 43 Troy Polamalu (Sr) 27 jason Leach (So, 

FS 5 DeShaun Hil (St) 418. John Walker (Ft) 
Special Teams 

K 48 David Davis (St) 

P 44 Tom Malone (F) 

KR 22 Darrell Rideaux (Sr) 

PR 30 Kevin Aret (Sc) 

(2) Indicates number of returning starters 

BOLD indicates returning starters 
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Winners will be notified by e-mail. Prizes to be fulfilled by Samsung Inc, and Athlon Sports 
Communications, Inc. Only one winner per contest. A list of winners may be obtained by 
writing to Athlon Sports Communications, Inc. Attn: Barbara Ladd / Athlon EC2002 Winner / 
Samsung TV, 220 25th Avenue North, Ste, 200, Nashville, TN. 37203. No phone calls please. 
Prize to be awarded on or before February 1, 2003. This is a game of skill. Odds of winning are 
dependent on the number of correct picks and tie breakers chosen. For additional information, 
you may write to Athlon at the above stated address. Athlon reserves all rights. Rules are avail 
able at www.athlonsports.com. 
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a Samsung 17” TFT Flat Screen LCD TV 


Register @ 
www.athlonsports.com 


Join in the fun and play Athlon's College Football 
Experts Club on line. Sign on now to pre-register 
for play that begins in late August. Playing is easy 
and it's FREE! No gimmicks! 


= Register now to play & win. 

= E-mail will remind you to submit your game picks. 

= 13 weeks of play allow you to increase your 
ranking status. 

= The more you play, the better your chances of 
winning. 

« Live Odds, updated game scores, message boards 
and more allow you to stay in touch with up-to- 
the-minute information to help you make your 
winning selections. 


Take a moment to sign on, check out our site 
and register to play. Once you play, you can revel in 
the glory of being the highest-ranking player. Once 
you win, bragging rights and the Samsung 17” TFT 
Flatscreen LCD TV are all yours. 

What's even better is that it is FREE! Good luck! Register 
@ www.athlonsports.com. Just look for this icon. 
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im Tressel continues to show he's a cool 
customer, In his debut season as Ohio 
State coach, Tressel posted a 7-5 record, 
which, of course, is never something to crow 
about in Columbus. Yet he continues to keep 
it all in perspective and gain support in his 
quest to build a championship program. 
Healso happens to go into the 2002 season 
with a little extra rope that was earned in a 


Mike Doss 


win at Michigan in his rookie season. 
The starter at quarterback may be Craig 
Krenzel by default. Krenzel endeared himself 


to Buckeye fans by piloting a win over Michi- 
gan in Ann Arbor last season in his first-ever 
start as a Buckeye, but he was underwhelming 


in the Outback Bow! loss to South Carolina 


and the ensuing spring season. 
c°,) games inside its state bor- 
ders this season, including a 
season-opening hosting of Texas 
Tech in the Pigskin Classic and a trip to 
Cincinnati. 


Ohio State will play nine 


Similarly buile and a more impressive 
thrower, Scott McMullen doesn’t possess the 
leadership skills or intangibles that Krenzel has. 

Many fans believe true freshman Justin 
Zwick will seize the job at some point, but 
Tressel insists there is no master plan for 
Zwick just yet. 
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Until things solidify at quarterback, look 
for the Buckeyes to spread the wealth on the 
ground. Lydell Ross is the most experienced 
returning tailback after gaining 406 yards as a 
17-year-old freshman, but by no means is he 
a lock to hog the pigskin. 

Freshman Maurice Clarett showed he is the 
real deal in spring drills and there’ no reason to 
hold him back, especially if you ask him. “I 
want to be the man every play, 
basically,” he says. 

OSU can also call on burner 
Maurice Hall, who broke the 4.3 
mark in off-season workouts, 

The receiving corps is a wealth 
of riches that figures only to be 
negated if the quarterbacks fail 
miserably. Wideout Michael Jenk- 
ins averaged more than 20 yards 
per catch thanks to the long ball 
last year. Chris Vance is a bona 
fide outside weapon who lines up 
with Jenkins, while Chris Gam- 
ble is nearly that class. Bam Chil- 
dress, despite his 5'9" frame, also 
is ready to break out and show 
what he can do in the open field. 

‘There was a glaring lack of 
depth on the offensive line 
last year and the situation is 
not remedied with LeCharles 
Bentley and ‘Tyson Walter 
becoming NFL Draft picks. 
To make matters worse, | ¢ 
starters Shane Olivea and 


ien Cl » wi fis ine RT 53 Wan Douglas (Jr.) 62. John McLaughlin (So,) 

Adrien Clarke, who figure ro line up on | RY S3henpoiges) 6° sh ielain 
the left side, lose valuable preparation | QB 16 cohen! (i) 15 Set Melen U) 
time in the spring while nursing injuries. | TB 30 Lydel Ross (So.) 28. Maurice Hall (So.) 

Also a bit troubling is the fact that pro- | FB 38 Brenden Joe(So) 43. Brandon Sohne (F) 
_ «| FL_ 4 Chris Vance (Sr) 3. Bam Childress (So,) 
jected right tackle Ivan Douglas is trying Defense (7) 
to return from a serious medical condition - 

K ark Feld for | DE 56 Darrion Scott (Jr) 75 Simon Fraser (So.) 
that kept him away from the field for | OF Spann Go) et 
mere than ayeab P DT 54 Tim Anderson (Jt) 97 Kenny Peterson (St.) 

Irs a different story in the trenches on | DE 93 Will Smith (Jr) 65. Steve Graef (So.) 


defense, where the Buckeyes can rotate in 
plenty of able bodies. Defensive tackle 


i cS: oe LB 6 Cie Grant (Sr) 36 Pat O'Neil Jc) 

Tim Anderson came into his own SS 2 Mike Doss (Sr.) 44 Thomas Matthews (So.) 

and should be set for a monster season, | €B 37 Dustin Fox So.) 413 Harlen Jacobs (So.) 
CB 11 Richard McNutt (Jr) 1 Bobby Britton (Jn) 


Former end Kenny Peterson, who needs 
to turn on the lights for his senior year, 
will be the other tackle. Darrion Scott and 
Will Smith will be the ends; Smith is a star 
in waiting, and the wait may be over. 

Ac linebacker, the Buckeyes are with- 
out captain Joe Cooper and Courtland 
Bullard, a draft pick of the St. Louis 
Rams. However, no one is too worr 
Mate Wilhelm is back to man the midd 
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SE 12 Michael Jenkins (Jt) 83 Chris Gamble (So,) 


LT 74 Shane Olivea (Jr) 79. Ryan Cook (F) 
LG 63 Adrien Clarke (Jr) 70. Soott Kuhnhein (Sr) 
76 AlexStepanovich (Ir) 64 Adam Olds (Fc) 


RG 78 Bryce Bishop (Jr) 50 


LB 44 Robert Reynolds (Jc) 36. Pat O'Neill J.) 
LB 35 Matt Wilhelm (Sr) 46 


FS 25 Donnie Nickey (Sr.) 25 


KR 28 Maurice Hall (So.) 
PR_ 83 Chris Gamble (S0,) 


(#) Indicates number of retuming starters 
BOLD indicates retuming starters 
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and Cie Grant, who in desperation was 
shifted to corner last year, is back at outside 
linebacker, On the strong side, Robert 
Reynolds is ready after paying his dues 
behind Bullard. 

OSU may have the best safety tandem in the 
nation with Thorpe Award candidate Mike 
Doss at strong and the experienced Donnie 
Nickey at free. Doss is bucking to become just 
the seventh player in OSU history to be a three- 
time All-American. The glue to the defense, 
Nickey has 33 career starts to his credit, 
he situation at corner is not nearly as 
good. With Grane shifted forward and Derek 
Ross in the NFL, OSU must look to natural 
safety Dustin Fox and the undersized (5'11", 
178) Richard McNutt as starters, Harlen 
Jacobs is next in the pecking order and could 
unseat McNutt or allow Fox to play the 
nickel spot. 

Punter Andy Groom was quite possibly the 
teams MVP last season, He averaged 45.0 
yards per pop and also was adept at producing 
miserable field position for opponents. Mike 
Nugent has won the placekicking duties, but 
he needs to become reliable after a debut sea- 
son in which he was admittedly nervous. 


Depth Char 
Offense (5) 


‘Michael Stafford (Sx) 


Fred Pagac J. (J) 


Will Allen (Jr.) 
Special Teams 


‘85 Mike Nugent (So.) 
18 Andy Groom (St) 


2004 Record (Big Ten): 7-5 (5-3) 
Ohio Stadium (103,568) 
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We compleme n 
our air attack... ~~ 


as 


2 i 4 ey " ene 
...with a pretty mean ground game. 
If the “last mile” has been your “longest yard” when it comes to on-time deliveries, add Emery 
Forwarding to your playbook. Nobody succeeds with a one-dimensional game. While many people may 


know Emery for its excellent air service, we didn’t get to be No. 1 on that playbook alone. We've 
done it with a balanced next-day AM, Second Day, and Economy (3-4 day) time-definite program. 


° No size, shape or weight limits 


¢ Guaranteed and non-guaranteed 
options available 


¢ On-line web tools including real-time tracking 
¢ Value-added services 


¢ Largest North American network 
of heavyweight cargo aircraft 


e International air services to over 500 locations 


In addition to our North American air and ground 
services, our playbook also includes ocean services, 
customs brokerage, project management, and 
logistics services. Let us carry the ball for you! 


Call our number when 
your goal is performance. 


A 


EMERY 


Forwarding 


1-800-HI-EMERY (1-800-443-6379) 
www.emeryworld.com 
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ith nemesis Steve Spurrier off to the 
W NEL is this the season Georgia ends 
its 19-year tile drought? It could be. 
‘The Bulldogs return nearly al of their offensive 
weapons from last season, including quarter- 
back David Greene, SEC Freshman of the Year. 
Greene showed tremendous poise despite his 
youth and makes good decisions. 
But coach Mark Riche has spent as much 


David Greene 


time trumpeting freshman D,J. Shockley, a 
prep All-American who redshirted last season. 
Shockley is much more mobile than Greene 
and has an equally strong arm. “David is our 
starting quarterback, but I chink Shockley did 
well enough in the spring that we need to get 
him some playing time this fall,” Riche says. 


Mark Richt'’s 8-4 record 
in his first season was 
the best by a first-year Bull- 
d 


logs coach since 1920. 


‘The running game’s hopes rest on the 
health of Musa Smith, who's struggled with a 
groin injury. When healthy, Smith is an 
explosive runner who makes tacklers miss. 
Georgia doesn’t have a lot of depth behind 
him, Redshire freshman Tony Milton missed 
all of last season with an injured hamstring, 
and then had shoulder surgery before spring 
practice. Help might come from freshman 
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Michael Cooper. Fullback J.T. Wall is a bruis- 
ing blocker and capable short-yardage runner. 

Georgia returns its top three pass catchers, 
but there isn’t much depth. Fred Gibson might 
have been the nation’ top freshman receiver 
last season and is a big target with enough 
speed to beat defenses deep. Terrence Edwards 
is accomplished, but he was held out of the 
starting lineup for three games last season for 
dropping passes. Damien Gary is 
another deep threat and the team’s 
best runner after the catch. 

Michael Johnson is a big pos- 
session receiver with good hands, 
and Reggie Brown is coming back 
from knee surgery. The Bulldogs 
are counting on an immediate 
contribution from freshman 
Mario Raley. Duke transfer Ben 
Watson is the team strongest 
player and should play a bigger 
role after tight end Randy 
McMichael entered the draft. 

The Bulldogs may start five 
seniors on the offensive line for 
the first time in more than four 
decades. Tackle Jon Stinchcomb 
is an All-America candidate 
and has quick feet. George 
Foster started eight games at 
tackle last season and could | _ 
blossom into an NFL player. 
Guard Kevin Breedlove 
ounced back from a disap- 
pointing sophomore cam- 
paign, and Alex Jackson is a good run 
blocker if he controls his weight. Ian 
Knight battled Russ Tanner for the center 
job in the spring; both should play. 

The defensive line has been ravaged by 
injuries and graduation, and noseguard | 
David Jacobs was forced to give up football 
after suffering a stroke. Tackle Johnathan |_ 
Sullivan has the potential to be one of the 
school’s best. Ken Veal, Gerald Anderson 
and tue freshman Darrius Swain will 
compete for time in the interior line. 
Freshmen Kedric Golston and Ray Gant 
could give the Bulldogs more options. 

David Pollack compensates for his lack 
of size with quickness and strength and is | 
a top candidate to start at end. Robert 
Geathers is battling Nic Clemons and | 
Will Thompson at the other end position. | 

Middle linebacker Tony Gilbert is a 
very physical tackler and is the defensive 
unit’s emotional leader. Strong-side line- 
backer Boss Bailey played well after com- 
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ing back from knee surgery and has good 
speed and cover skills. Junior Chris Clemons 
is the leading candidate on the weak side, but 
signee Marquis “Mudcat” Elmore could start. 

Three secondary starters are gone, but 
Georgia will have more depth. Bruce Thorn- 
ton should be better in his second season at 
cornerback. Decory Bryant has emerged as 
Georgia's best cover man and is aggressive in 
run support. 

Four promising players fought for starting 
safety jobs in the spring, Strong safety Sean 
Jones is a converted quarterback, and Kentrell 
Curry left spring drills as the starting free 
safety. Thomas Davis and Greg Blue are hard 
hitters who will play a lot. 

Senior Jonathan Kilgo isa leading Ray Guy 
Award candidate who averaged 43.8 yards per 
punt last season. Only 17 of his 42 punts 
were returned and he had eight punts of 50 
yards or more. Billy Bennett struggled after a 
brilliant freshman campaign. He made only 
17-of-25 field goals and had three blocked. 

Gary averaged 12.5 yards per punt return 
and had a 72-yard return for a touchdown 
against Tennessee. Gibson was dangerous on 
kickoff returns, averaging 26.8 yards. 


Depth coat 


2004 Record (SEC): 8-4 (5-3) 
‘Sanford Stadium (86,520) 


CoLtLeGeE FootsBaLtt 2002 


Question. What Do ESPN, NFL Sunday Ticket, & Fox Sports Net Have That We Don't? 
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Answer: 


COMMERCIALS! © ljhs 


peach your life with the ATS Soren 
© Scores for football, basketball, baseball, © Works Nationwide, © The Exclusive ATS SuperChannel 
hockey, etc. as it happens, © Horse Racing, which includes: 
© Official Las Vegas lines updated all day long, © Headline News and Much More, - Stats, - Free Selections, - Sharp Money Moves. 
© Weather & Injury Reports, © Only pennies a day, 
© Great Situational Scoring, For more information or a FREE 


The Nation's Largest SportsPager provider... SportsPager Brochure Call 


1-800-772-1287 


Ask for Operator #1015 


Every ATS SportsPager comes with a 
10-Day Money-Back Guarantee* 


Fax (410) 602-0132 
1498 M. Reisterstown Rd. 
Suite 77 

Baltimore, MD 21208 


Bes 


For all your sports betting needs visit us online at 


WWW. atswins ie com Order today and have your Pager tomorrow via FedEx” 


Selections, scores, lines, handicapping information and much more! Resellers and conversions welcome! 


*Certain restrictions apply 


ashington State spent much of the 
W 2001 season complaining that it 

was being overlooked in the Top 
25 and BCS rankings. Now, before the 2002 
season even begins, some of the Cougars are 
already prepared to log complaints about the 
rankings. Only this time, it’s not the ranking 
slights, but the preseason hype that has them 
up in arms. 


Marcus Trufant 


“That's too high,” quarterback Jason 
Gesser says of projections that place the 
Cougars as high as 15th. “To tell the truth, I 
want everybody to not rank us again. Let 
everybody doubt us and what we can do. 
‘That's the way this team likes it.” 


The Cougars have never 

had consecutive 10-win 

seasons. They were 10-2 in 

‘01 after being picked 10th in the 
preseason Pac-10 poll. 


Like it or not, the 2002 Cougars will have to 
deal with being labeled a contender in the Pac- 
10. Thae’s what putting up a 10-2 record, win- 
ning the Sun Bowl and having a Heisman 
‘Trophy-contending quarterback will get you. 
Gesser has become the prototype college 
quarterback. At 6'1", 200 pounds, the 
Hawaii native is quick enough to get around 
and through pursuing pass-rushers, But he 


76 


re Washington Stat? 31; 


also possesses a strong enough arm to hit the 
deep routes. 

“Jason Gesser is a playmaker, and he finds 
ways to move the chains and finds ways to get 
the ball down the field,” says Washington 
coach Rick Neuheisel. “He will make you 
hold your breath all afternoon.” 

The Cougars, who lost Dave Minnich to 
graduation, signed three of the top junior col- 
lege running backs available in 
Jermaine Green, Jonathan Smith 
and Lionel Arnold. During the 
spring, John Tippins and Green 
separated themselves from the 
rest of the running back corps. 
Tippins gets the tough inside 
yards. Green has 4.35 speed, a 
solid frame and turned the 
coaches’ heads with his explosive 
running style this spring. 

At wide receiver, the 6'6" 
Mike Bush has become adept at 
adjusting to the ball in the air. 
His size, jumping ability and 
quickness make him a difficult 
matchup. Double-teaming Bush 
won't be an option because of 
Jerome Riley, who was often 
an afterthought last season 
but could be the Cougar 
wide receiver with the most | 
pro potential. Florida State | S€ 
ig transfer Devard Darling adds | tt 
fe outstanding speed to the | ¢ 
receiving corps, and senior | RG 
Collin Henderson provides a reliable pos- by 
session receiver. $B 

The Cougars have one of the deepest | 98 
and most experienced offensive lines in | R8 
the Pac-10. Right guard Derrick Roche, | ™ 
an All-Pac-10 first-team selection last sea- 
son, is the leader of a group that averages | Oe 
6'6", 303 pounds. (The backups average | pr 
6'5", 294). This line is more accustomed | DE 
to pass-blocking because of the schemes | 8 
WSU runs, and each lineman flourishes | tg 
in that role. Most of the sacks given up | eB 
are coverage sacks. cB 

Rien Long, an All-America candidate, | §& 
joins juniors Tai Tupai and Jeremey 
Williams to comprise what is considered 
to be the best defensive tackle combina- | 
tion in the Pac-10. Senior Fred Shavies, | 
along with juniors Isaac Brown and D.D. | PR 
Acholonu, who led the Pac-10 in sacks 
last season, provide quickness on the 


The most pressing need on defense is 
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KR 27 Enk Coleman (Jr.) 
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to find replacements for the four leading tack- 
lers on last year’s team — linebackers Raonall 
Smith and James Price and safeties Billy New- 
man and Lamont Thompson. Junior Al 
Genatone is the only experienced linebacker 
returning. He hasn’t proven he has the ability 
to lead a defense, although he has locked 
down the weak-side assignment. 

Junior college transfer Kevin Sperry and 
sophomore Pat Bennett will go into fall fight- 
ing over the middle linebacker spot. At the 
strong-side linebacker position, converted 
safety Ira Davis and freshman Will Derting 
will battle it out for a starting spot in the fall. 

Cornerbacks Jason David and Marcus Tru- 
fant will be called upon to make more tackles. 
‘Trufant, a senior who has started 25 games in 
his career, is being touted as an All-America 
candidate. At the two safety positions, WSU 
will go with junior Erik Coleman, a proven 
commodity, and senior Virgil Williams, a 
huge question mark. 

Junior placekicker Drew Dunning —18- 
of-22 on field goals, including 4-of-4 in the 
Sun Bowl — was a Lou Groza semifinalist 
last year. Freshman Kyle Basler will take over 
as the punter. 


Depth iar 


5 Mike Bush (Sr) 
50 Josh Parrish (Jr) 
71 Billy Knotts (Jr) 


1. Devard Darling (So,) 
75. Sam Lightbody (So) 
69. Phil Locker (Sr.) 
52 Tyler Hunt (Sr.)_ 63. Mike Shelford (Jr) 
77 Derrick Roche (Sr.) 76 Norvell Holmes (Fr.) 
67 Calvin Armstrong (So.) 78 Riley Fitt Chappell (Fr) 
‘40 Troy Bienemiann (Fr) 44 Mark Ahlberg (So.) 
88 Trandon Harvey (So.) 20 Marty Martin (Fr) 
17 Jason Gesser (Sr.) 4 Matt Kegel (Jr) 
25 John Tippins (Sr.) 90 Jermaine Green (Jr) 
‘84 Jerome Riley (St) 83 Collin Henderson (Sr.) 
Defense (5) 

17 D.D. Acholonu (Jr.) 9 sac Brown (en) 
97 Tai Tupal (Jr.) 95. Jeremey Willams (Jn) 
88 Rien Long (Jr) 99. Steve Cook (S0,) 

6 Fred Shavies (St) 98 Bryan Boyer Ft.) 
48 Al Genatone (Jr.) 39. Wes Patterson-Aumva (Fr.) 
‘46 Pat Bennett (So.) 59. Kevin Sperry (In) 
12 tra Davis (in) 58 Will Derting (Fr) 
45 Marcus Trufant (St.) 36 Alex Teems (Ft.) 
(29 Jason David (Jr.) 15 Karl Paymah (So.) 
24 Virgil Wiliams (Sr) 41. Aaron Joseph (Fr.) 
27 Erik Coleman (Jr) 26 Jeremy Bohannon (So.) 

Special Teams 

47 Drew Dunning (Jr.) 
35 Kyle Basler (Fr.) 


83 Colin Henderson (St) 


0): 10-2 (6-2) 
‘Stadium (37,600) 
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ay Louisvillg, ginais 


Smith ran with che bulls. This fall, hed 
love to see his team run with the big dogs. 

A year after Smith used a short summer 
break to run with the bulls in the streets of 
Pamplona, Spain, he is gunning for more than 
a third consecutive Conference USA title. 
Booked for early games against Colorado State 


| n 2001, Louisville football coach John L. 


and Florida State, Smith would enjoy watch- 


Dave Ragone 


ing his Liberty Bowl champions get on an 
carly roll and power their way into the Top 10. 
‘There is even talk about the Cards playing in 
a Bow! Championship Series game. 


No team in the country 

has intercepted more 

than the 44 passes Louisville 

has swiped the last two seasons. 

This figure should swell with 10 
defensive starters returning. 


Make no mistake, this is Dave Ragone’s 
football team — and football conference. All 
Ragone has done in the two seasons since he 
replaced Chris Redman as the U of L quarter- 
back is win a pair of C-USA Offensive Player 
of the Year awards as well as a pair of league 
titles, Not bad for a lefthander who grew up in 
Cleveland and was essentially ignored by Big 
Ten schools, 

Tough, relentless and determined, Ragone 


beats you with his arm, his legs, his mind and 
his grit. Although his touchdown to intercep- 
tion ratio of 50-to-18 the last two seasons is 
solid, Ragone would like to improve it. And 
he did much of his scrambling on a bad ankle 
or sore thigh. 

“If you've got a guy like Dave Ragone at 
quarterback, you've got a chance to win any 


game you play,” Smith says, “That's what 


Dave does for us. He always gives 
us a chance to win. I wouldn't 
trade him for any quarterback in 
the country.” 

Smith has already proven that 
U of L can win without having a 
ball-control runner because of 
Ragone’s ability to make plays. 

Still, the coach expects either 
TJ. Patterson, who had seven 
touchdowns and 576 yards last 
season, or Lionel Gates to 
develop into the kind of runner 
winning teams need near the goal 
line, Patterson is a better receiver, 
but Gates figures to break more 
Jong runs. 

Deion Branch and Zek Parker, 
who caught 127 balls for 12 
touchdowns between them 
last season, must be replaced 
at receiver. Smith plans to 
align the Cards in more two 
tight end-sets to utilize the 
pass-catching skills of Ronnie 
Ghent and Richard Owens, 
who combined to score seven touchdowns 
last season. J.R. Russell, Damien Dorsey 
and Tiger Jones give Smith a solid blend 
of possession and deep receiving threats. 

Smith expects solid offensive line play. 
He just isnt certain which eight players 
will be part of his rotation. That is why he 
was rotating guys over from the defensive 
line during spring drills as well as trying 
untested players at _multiple positions. 
Look for center Dan Koons and guard 
Jason Weathers to anchor this untested 
unit. 

When Smith arrived at Louisville, he 
expected to win games 52-31. This year 
he believes the Cards will be winning n 
games 17-6. That's how much faith the | p 
coach has in his defense, especially the 
line. End Dewayne White, the C-USA 
Defensive Player of the Year, was nearly 
unblockable, rampaging for 23 tackles for 
a loss and 15 quarterback sacks. Improv- 
ing Bobby Leffew could move from tackle 


Joe Robbins 


WR 82 JR, Russell (So) 
WR. 6 Damien Dorsey (Sr) 
WR 2 Tiger Jones (So) 
WT 69 Jason Hlird (Jr) 
WG 74 Jason Weathers (Jc) 
© 68 Dan Koons (Jr.) 
SG _59 Jason Spitz (Fr) 

ST 96 Travis Leffew (Ft) 
TE 86 Ronnie Ghent (Sr) 
QB 45 Dave Ragone (Sr) 
RB 23 Lionel Gates (So,) 


DE 99 Dewayne White (Jr) 
DT 48 Bobby Leffew (So.) 
DT 90 Scott Lopez (Jr) 

DE 95 Devon Thomas (Sr.) 
LB 98 Chad Lee (Sr.) 

LB 40 Rod Day (ir) 

BAN35 Michael Brown (Sr) 
CB 42 Ronnie Gallishaw (So.) 3117. Haskins (i) 
B_33 Chris Johnson (Sr) 
SS 12 Curry Burns (St) 
FS 24 Anthony Floyd (Sr) 
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to the other end position and share time with 
Devon Thomas. 

The Cards are so stacked across the front 
that returning starter Scott Lopez could lose 
his job to either Keeshan Lowe or Tyrone 
Saterfield. 

The linebackers are the only defensive 
group to lose a starter from last season. But 
seniors Michael Brown and Chad Lee can run 
and knock you into last week. Brown has 
started since his freshman season, while Lee is 
a converted defensive lineman who excels at 
stopping the run. Look for Rod Day to 
expand his dazzling play on special teams to 
his spot at middle linebacker, 

Safety Curry Burns has finished first and 
second on the team in tackles, respectively, the 
last two seasons. The other safety, Anthony 
Floyd, has 17 career interceptions, even 
though opposing teams stopped throwing to 
his area last season. 

Cornerback Ronnie Gallishaw is one of 
the top cover guys in the league. He led the 
Cards with five picks last season, and 
defended 17 other passes. Josh Minkins and 
Chris Johnson return to split time at the 
other corner, 


Depth Chart 
Offense (5) 


81. James Taylor (i) 


87 Greg Tinch F) 
88_Victor Glenn (I) 

TA Chris Thigpen (Sr) 
66 Jery Spencer (i) 
70 Wil Rabatin(So.) 
64 Antoine Sims (Sr) 
TT Brian Devine (Jr) 

89 Richard Owens (it) 
17 Stefan LeFors (So.) 
28 T.J. Patterson (Jt) 


Defense (10) 


47 Jeremy Seguin (Fr) 
94. Keeshan Lowe (Sc) 
93 Tyrone Saterfield(So.) 
56 Marcus Jones (So.) 
54 Robert MeCune (S0.) 
49. James Greene (Jr) 
30 Brent Johnson (Fr) 


5 Josh Minkins (Jr.) 
22. Jon Gannon (Fr.) 
19 Kerry Rhodes (So.) 
Special Teams 


14 Nathan Smith (Je) 
36 Wade Tyalacka (i) 


KR 24 Anthony Floyd (J) 
PR 24 Anthony Floyd (Ir) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates retuming starters 


d (C-USA): 41-2 (6-1) 


tion: Ist C-USA Papa John's Cardinal Stadium (42,000) 
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qi Wiscongin,, gers 


t times last fall, it appeared as if Don 
sity of Wisconsin sideline. 

The defense, not long ago among the 
stingiest in the nation, was stout in a handful 
of games but ultimately proved to be 
absolutely helpless against quality quarter- 
backs. The bottom line: Wisconsin surren- 
dered 28.8 points per game, the highest 


Anthony Davis 


average since 1989, Morton's final season as 
head coach at Wisconsin, The special teams, 
a critical element on the 1998 and 1999 Rose 
Bowl championship reams, proved to be vul- 
nerable and volatile from Week 1 to Week 12 
and cost the Badgers in several games. 


Wisconsin won the time of pos- 
6 session battle in just six 
games last season. 

Yet after suffering through his first losing 
season since 1995 at 5-7, Barry Alvarez 
believes his 13th season in Madison will usher 
in a return to the high standards of play to 
which Big Ten foes have grown accustomed. 
With the Big Ten race expected to be wide 
open again, anything seems possible. 

The Badgers arguably possess more talent 
and experience at quarterback than any team 
in the conference. Brooks Bollinger is 22-7 as 
a starter, and despite missing all of three 
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games and parts of two others because of 
injury in 2001, he passed for 1,257 yards. His 
instincts as a runner, his ability to curn a bro- 
ken play into a big gain, and his improved 
passing should make him the most dangerous 
quarterback in the conference. If Bollinger 
goes down, the Badgers can turn to Jim Sorgi, 
a pocket passer who excels throwing the deep 
ball. When Bollinger was sidelined last sea- 
son, Sorgi passed for 1,096 yards 
and nine touchdowns. 

Tailback Anthony Davis seems 
poised to improve upon his 
remarkable freshman season of 
1,466 yards. His 133.2 per-game 
average was the No. 4 mark in the 
nation. Davis, the Big Ten Fresh- 
man of the Year, is strong, fast 
and durable. 

Lee Evans set a Big Ten record 
with 1,545 receiving yards last 
year, put the NFL on hold to 
return for his senior season — 
and tore up his knee in the spring 
game. Sophomore Darrin 
Charles will have to pick up the 
slack. The 6'6" Charles should 
provide matchup problems 
because of his height and 
leaping ability. Remember 
this name: Bob Ree 
The sophomore tight end | 
could be special, 

All five O-line starters 
return, led by center Al John- 
son and left tackle Ben Johnson, all-con- 
ference candidates and cousins. 
Sophomore left guard Dan Buenning gar- 
nered some Freshman All-America hon- 
ors last season. Right tackle Jason Jowers 
sat out a grand total of nine snaps all sea- 
son. At right guard, Jonathan Clinkscale 
and Kalvin Barrett started six games 
apiece as redshirt freshmen. 

Anttaj Hawthorne, a 6'3", 305-pound 


A Kooistra 


All-Big ‘Ten defensive tackle Wendell 
Bryant. Hawthorne started three of the 
Badgers’ final four games last season as a 
true freshman. The key to the line's 
development will be whether ends Darius 
. K 
Jones and Jake Sprague can remain | f 
healthy. Both players received medical 
redshirts in 2001. Erasmus James and 
Jonathan Welsh could be dangerous com- 
ing off the edge. 
Jeff Mack is the lone returning line- 
backer starter, and he should be more 


| © 72 Al Johnson (Sr.) 
"RG 50 Jonathan Clinkscale (So.)58. Kalvin Barrett (So.) 


RT 56 Jason Jowers (Sr.) 
TE 48 Bob Docherty (S0) 
QB 5 Brooks Bollinger (Sr) 19 Jim Sorg (J) 
_ RB 28 Anthony Davis (So.) 
FB 37 Russ Kuins (Sc) 


DE 99 Jake Sprague (Sr.) 
| DT 94 Anttaj Hawthorne (So.) 
DT 74 Jason Jefferson (So.) 
| DE 98 Darius Jones (S0.) 
OLB 34 Kareem Timbers (So.) 


sophomore, will take over for graduated | tg 4g jmeleniha 


30 Kyle MoCorison (Jc) 
CB 2 Scott Starks (So.) 26 Johnny Sylvain Ft.) 
CB 23 BY. Tucker (Sr) 13 Brett Bell (S0.) 
FS 5 Robert Brooks (So) 21. -Ryan Alello (ir) 


SS_ 8 Michael Broussard (Jr)14. Dontez Sanders (Fr.) 


“KR 20 Jerone Pettus (S0.) 
“PR 20 Jerone Pettus (So,) 


(#) Indicates number of retuming starters 
| BOLD indicates retuming starters 
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effective now that he has been shifted back 
inside. Kareem Timbers, who saw limited 
action on the inside last season, has been 
moved to the outside, the ideal position for 
the former high school defensive back. 

Scott Starks is virtually a lock to start at 
field cornerback. He was thrust into the start- 
ing lineup for the final 10 games as a fresh- 
man last season and displayed remarkable 
tenacity and resilience after getting beaten 
deep. Physically gifted B.J. Tucker is fighting 
to start at boundary corner. Robert Brooks, 
who showed promise asa nickel back last sea- 
son, has been moved to free safety and seems 
like a natural. Dontez Sanders switched from 
wide receiver to strong safety and has shown 
toughness that returning starter Michael 
Broussard lacked last season. 

Scott Campbell, a junior college All-Amer- 
ican, is expected to handle both kickoffs and 
field goals. His leg strength should lead to 
more touchbacks, which will help the 
defense. And if he can handle the pressure of 
making a game-tying or game-winning field 
goal, the coaches will be ecstatic. Burly RJ. 
Morse, who played on the line in high school, 
should again handle the punting duties. 


Depth Chart 
‘Offense (7) 

4. Byron Brown (Je) 
‘11. Travenn Hayes (So.) 
75 Morgan Davis (So.) 
66 Andy Ulrich (So.) 
53. Donovan Raiola (Fr.) 


61. Mike Lorenz (So.) 
85 Tony Pacitt ($0) 


20 Jerone Pettus ($0) 
39. Erik Bickerstaff (Sr.) 
Defense (3) 

90 Erasmus James (Jr) 
89 Jesse Mayfield Ur) 
97 Nick Cochart Ur.) 

92 Jonathan Welsh ($o.) 
44 Jerron Smith (So.) 

47 Howard Boye-Doe (So.) 


Special Teams 


‘Scott Campbell (Jr.) 
19 RU. Morse (S0,) 


Barry Alvarez 2004 Record (Big Ten): 5-7 (3-5) 


Camp Randall Stadium (76,634) 


ATHLON® Sports™ COLLEGE FooTBALL 2002 


Why am | going so far out 
on a limb? Because every 
September, my regular players go out and bet 
with both fists and make barrelfuls of money! 


his kind of winning is NOT new. Since '95 

our September Money Machine has racked 
up 190 wins vs 54 losses for 77.8% Winners 
~ ALL DOCUMENTED by our customers — 
who are reading this ad! 


How do you explain this kind of success? 
SIMPLE. 


|egas goes by last year's numbers. But our | 


scouts go out and dig up this year's info. 
So the minute a game goes up on the boards, 
even if it's Week 1, we've got the Right 
Number on it. We just zero in on their off lines 
and get the money. 


All 1 want for my 
RECORD-BUSTING MONTH is $100. 


$1 _USC(-15) SanJose St__21-10_L 
$8 Okla St (-10) LA Tech 30-23 L 
$9 Vikings (-10) Panthers 13-24 _L 
$22__Louisville (+31/2) Winois 10-34 L 
$23 _ Vikings (-31/2) Bears 1077 e 


Game of the Year - 20 stars of profit! 


| SYSTEMS." 


PLL GIVE YOU MY SEPTEMBER 
HOTLINE: 2-3 college and 2-3 NFL 
best bets every weekend, PLUS 
KEY MONDAYS. 


1 ABSOLUTELY GUARANTEE 
you'll win at least 80% (20 of 25) 


If | fall even one win short, 1 will 
give you October, November and 
December absolutely FREE! 


If 1 DO hit 80%, then you agree to 9 
come in for the rest of the season for 
just $150. By then you'll be so flush 
with HOUSE MONEY, my modest fee 
will seem like chump change! 


Get in on 5 more weeks of best bets no A 25 Car (+20) Oklahoma 27-41 
added cost. We know which starters are pen- 
ciled in for how many minutes, which coaches ¥ 
are scrimmaging and which ones are going all 
out to win. Plus CASH my 14-3 Pre-Season 


BYU/Tulane (over 60) 70-35 
Virginia (4101/2) Wise 17-26 


A26 Fresno/Colo (under55) 24-22 
{ A30 Temple (-181/2) Navy 45-26 
$1 Tenn (-16) Syracuse 33-9 


‘arly Bucks are the Best. By the time the 
‘HVegas man starts to catch up, you already 
have more of his money than he can ever win 
back from you. What a great spot to be in! 


FREE NEWS! R — Full season, 20 
issues. Power ratings, angles, winning 
analysis, best bets, more. Kicks off with 
College and NFL Preview issues. A $100 
Plus "5-80% NFL WINNING: 
Iso FREE SCHEDULES. 


lowa (-271/2)) Kent St 51-00 
$2 Fresno $ (+31/2) Oreg $ 44-24 
$8 Auburn (-51/2) Miss 27-21 


Jowa (-17) Miami-O 44-19 


Grn Bay (-51/2) Detroit 28-6 
N Orleans (-24/2) Buff 24-6 


. “ 
Dir FURL é 


80% nox! 


VT Virginia Tech, ,.... 


firginia ‘Tech replaces 13. starters, in 
Ve= cases with players who were way, 
way, way down the depth chart in 01, 
It’s the most change in the two-deep in yeats. 
“Ie not like your backups are just moving 
up to become starters,” Tech coach Frank 
Beamer says. “We're going down to the next 
level. We have some serious questions.” 
Grant Noel’s biggest problem last season 


Kevin Jones 


was that he had to follow Michael Vick. His 
bigs problem this year will be coming back 
from a torn anterior cruciate ligament, an 
injury suffered on the final day of spring prac- 
tice, He wants to rehabilitate without surgery. 
Noel was awful against Miami (five 
turnovers), solid the rest of the season, 


Virginia Tech has been to nine 

straight bowl games dating 

back to the 1993 Independence 
Bowl. 


Backup Bryan Randall vows to be ready if 

Noel is unable to return, and he looked much 
_ improved in the Hokies’ spring game. 

‘The backfield is loaded. Lee Suggs rushed 
for 1,207 yards and 27 touchdowns in 2000. 
He’ back after suffering a season-ending knee 
injury in the 2001 opener. In his absence, 
Kevin Jones rushed for 957 yards and became 
the Big East’s Rookie of the Year. 


80 


Tech has tinkered with ways to get two 
tailbacks on the field. There will be plenty of 
carries for both, and the Hokies may have a 
pair of 1,000-yard rushers this season. 

Doug Easlick takes over for four-year 
starter Jarrett Ferguson at fullback. 

Gone is André Davis, Techs marquee 
receiver for the last three seasons, and the left- 
overs are all unproven. The Hokies are count- 
ing on Etnest Wilford to finally 
have a breakout season, He’ big, 
he’s fast, he works hard, He’s also 
had problems catching the ball 

Shawn Witten has good hands 
but lacks speed to be a deep 
threat. Richard Johnson proba- 
bly has the most potential at the 
position. Terrell Parham had his 
moments (14 catches). He needs 
to have more, Fred Lee has 
finally qualified and could play 
immediately. 

Tech rotates i 


tight ends and 
uses them ly for blocking, 
Keith Willis and Jared Mazzetta 
figure to step in for Browning 
Wynn and Bob Slowikowski. 
Center Jake Grove looks 
tiny in the middle of the line, 
He's not, but he'll be the only. 
starter under 300 pounds. 
, Guard Luke Owens and 
tackle Anthony Davis are 
rs experienced; guard James 
Miller and tackle Jon Dunn 
are new starters, Tech’ line play was incon- 
sistent last season. Having Suggs back will 
help. He doesn't need long to find a hole 
and get through it, 
Rotating defensive ends Jim Davis, 


Cols Colas, Lamar Cobb and Nathaniel ( Fy m 
ibi are i essi i | LE 83 Nathaniel Adibi (Jr) 99 Cols Colas (Jr.) | 
Adibi_ are impressive. Colas and Davis | iT 70 Kevin Lens (60) Jonathan Leis) | 
combined for 18 stops behind the line | jr oink Gosen Ut) ‘tay via U5) | 
last season, 28 Lamar Cobb (Sr) 95. Jim Davis Jr) | 
Tech was cleaned out at tackle, losing its | LB 31 Mike Daniels (So.) 48 Brandon Nennng(So) | 
LB 45 Mikal Baagee (50) 39. Alex Markogiannakis (Sr) | 


top five. Kevin Lewis figures to take one 
spot. His brother Jonathan could take the 
other, Junior college recruit Jimmy 
Williams will be part of the tackle package. 


‘Vegis Robingon is by far the most expe- year Geiteane 
rienced linebacker at Tech, and he was in Re 
forall of78 plays last season. He distanced | § $3 ae moe Go) 
himself from the field with an excellent KR 12 Richard Johnson (S0.) 
showing in the spring. Mikal Baagee fig- | PR 2 RonyellWniteker (Sr) 
ures to be his parmer inside, but under- | 4 ndeates nmr of returngstrtes 


sized Alex Markogiannakis will be a factor. 
Blake Warren put himself in the picture 
with a solid spring, 


ATHLON® SPortTs™ 


HS Doug Ea 
“TB 22 Lee Suggs (St) 


LB 6 Vegas Robinson (I) 
FC 2 Ronyell Whitaker (St) 1 Eric Green (ir) 
BC 4 DeAngelo Hall (So.) 
FS 35 Willie Pile (Sr.) 


| BOLD indicates returning starters 


Head Coach: Frank Beamer 


2002 Prediction: 2nd Big East 


RANKING 


Outside linebacker Mike Daniels played 
well after his late-season move from the sec- 
ondary. He's small for the position, but he’ a 
strong pass defender and hard hitter outside. 

Free safety Willie Pile is outstanding asa hit- 
ter as well as a leader, He was second in tackles 
last season and tops in interceptions (four). His 
field awareness is exceptional, which makes 
him ideal for his position. He's rarely fooled. 
‘The rover spot (strong safety) will probably go 
to senior Billy Hardee. 

DeAngelo Hall and Ronyell Whitaker will 
man the corners. Hall was one of the Big East's 
top freshmen last season and had a trio of 
interceptions. Whitaker was an All-Big East 
choice who loves to talk as well as hit. He was 
burned badly several times in the Gator Bowl; 
‘Tech often leaves its corners in single coverage. 

Punter Vinnie Burns came in with a lot of 
promise and delivered only a 37.8-yard aver- 
age. He did pin 20 inside the 20, but he was 
often slow to get the ball away, 

Kicker Carter Warley was inconsistent after 
a strong freshman season. He missed 10 of his 
21 field goal tries and did not make a kick out- 
side 40 yards. Tech used Jon Mollerup to kick 
off and take pressure off Warley’s bad back. 


Depth Chart 


SE 19 Einest ord 


9 Tere Paha (St) 
42. Richard Johnson (S0) 
1 Regge Butler (1) 
89 Curtis Bradley (Fr) 
“68 Robert Ramsey (So, 
£66 Will Montgomery (Ft) 
60 Jacob Gibson (Jt) 
85 Jared Mazztta(S0.) 


7 Kevin Jones (S0,) 


Defense (4) 


40. Blake Waren (Fr) 


47 Gammell Wids (Jr) 
8 Vincent Fuller (S0,) 


2001 Record (Big East): 8-4 (4-3) 
Lane Stadium (64,000) 


CoL_LeEGE FooTBaLL 2002 


Wolfpack should have no trouble scor- 

ing points. Chuck Amato's team features 

one of the nation’s top returning quarterbacks 

in Philip Rivers. “Philip’ still a puppy, believe 

it or not,” says Amato. “We do know what he 
can do, but he can get so much better.” 

Complementing Rivers will be a hose of tal- 

ented wide receivers and raw, gifted running 


T his much is certain: the 2002 NC State 


Philip Rivers 


backs. State should have little trouble eclipsing 
last year's average of 27.3 points per game. 
The question is, though, can the Pack stop 


anybody? 
6 already set the NC State 
record with six 300-yard 
passing games. 


Junior Philip Rivers has 


Heading into his third season, Rivers is on 
pace to shatter most NC State passing records. 
Rivers’ decision-making has made up for his 
lack of speed so fat, and that will have to con- 
tinue with redshire freshman Jay Davis push- 
ing him for playing time. Amato says that 
Davis — the former high school All-American 
who turned heads with his play with the scout 
team — will get an opportunity. 

‘Amato is anxious to see what freshman run- 
ning back TA. McLendon can do on the col- 
legiate level. But Cotra Jackson is the only 


North Carolina Sats. 


returning rusher with any real experience, and 
even thar was limited as he carried the ball just 
26 times last season for 105 yards. Amato has 
Jackson penciled in as the starter at tailback, at 
least until McLendon — who set a national 
high school record with 178 career touch- 
downs — gets settled in Raleigh. “Tailback 
could become a battle,” Amato says. 

Chance Moyer, a converted defensive line- 
man, is likely to stare at fullback. 

NC State features a dangerous 
corps of pass catchers. Leading the 
way is senior Bryan Peterson, who 
has been a sure-handed contribu- 
tor throughout his Wolfpack 
career. The Pack entered last year 
with no “big-play” receiver, but 
Jerricho Cotchery became that 
guy. That role will probably be his 
again in 2002, though a bevy of 
talented young receivers — Ster- 
ling Hicks, Jeremy Mebane and 
Dovonte Edwards — will see sig- 
nificant time. 

Rivers won't have his safety 
valve from the past two seasons — 
the reliable Willie Wright, an All- 
ACC tight end. Sean Berton 
will compete with Joe Gray 
for the starting nod. 

The Pack’s offensive line 
returns just two starters. The 
right side will be anchored by 
returning starting tackle Chris 
Colmer, while the left tackle 
spot will go to local product Scott Koois- 
tra, who was limited in spring due to a 
pulled hamstring. In order to fill in the 
gaps, Amato moved defensive tackle Sean 
Locklear over to right guard and defensive 
end Shane Riggs over ro left guard. Jed 
Paulsen replaces Derek Green at center. 

Senior George Anderson, who recorded 
10 tackles for a loss last season, will anchor 
the Pack’s defensive line at one end. He 
will be severely tested by Terrance Chap- 
man, who led NC State in sacks in 2001 
with seven. Drew Wimsatt is the likely 
starter at the other defensive end spot, but 
he will be pushed by Shawn Price. 

The tackle spots will go to Terrance 


Tim Ciark/Athion Sports 
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FS 


Martin, who started every game for the | § 35 acinhener e) 
Pack last season, and Jerrick Hall. KR 28 Lamont Red ($0) 


NC State faces the task of replacing line- 
backers Levar Fisher and Brian Jamison, 
two anchors on the defense the past three 
years. They combined for 223 tackles in 
2001. 


RT 70 Chris Colmer (Jr) 


QB 47 Philip Rivers (Jc) 


‘SE 2 Bryan Peterson (St) 85 Sterling Hicks (So.) 


DT 90 Terrance Martin (St.) 42 Brian Cross (F) 

DE 34 George Anderson (St.) 11 Terrance Chapman (St) 
LB 45 Dantonio Bumette (Sr) 46 Corrie Dawson (So.) 
Rov32 Julius Patterson (Sr) 36 Andre Maddox (So.) 


CB 1 Marcus Hudson (So,) 
CB 22 Greg Golden (So.) 


PR 2 Bryan Peterson (Sr) 


(2) Indicates number of retuming starters 
‘BOLD indicates retuming starters 


Head Coach: Chuck Amato 
2002 Prediction: 2nd ACC 


ATHLONSPoRTS.ComM 


NATIONAL 


19 


RANKING 


The focal point of the linebacking corps will 
be middle linebacker Dantonio Burnette, a 
passionate, undersized player who has recorded 
over 100 tackles in each of his three seasons. 

Avery Gibson and Roger Pollard are in a 
battle for the start at strong-side linebacker, 
while Freddie Aughtry-Lindsay is the top can- 
didate to take over on the weak side. 

The secondary lost just one player, the 
steady Brian Williams, to graduation, All-ACC 
performer Terrence Holt will lead the way 
from his free safety position. Last season, Holt 
finished third on the team with 104 tackles, 

Senior rover Julius Patterson became a 
starter just last season, but has played at least 
six games each season. 

At left corner, Lamont Reid and Marcus 
Hudson will battle it out. The right side will 
feature a duel between Greg Golden and J.J. 
Washington. Promising receiver Troy Graham 
was moved into the secondary in the spring, 

Austin Herbert began last season handling 
both the punting and kicking duties, but a 
sprained ankle opened the door for Adam 
Kiker, who made 13-of-14 field goals. They 
will compete for kicking duties this fall; Her- 
bert is expected to be the punter again. 


Depth Chart 


Offense (5) 
82 Jerricho Cotchery (Jr.) 14 Dovonte Edwards (So,) 
75 Scott Kooistra (Sr) 77 John McKeon (Fr) 


‘50 Shane Riggs (Sr.) 80 Ashley Wingate (Jr) 
‘53 Jed Paulsen (So) 61. Brandon Sanders (Jn) 
‘94 Sean Locklear (Ir) 79) Brook Payne (Jt) 


58. Brian Archis (Fr) 
3. Sean Berton (Sr) 
10 Jay Davis (Fr) 
15: Jotn Ritcher (Fr) 
TA. MeLendon (Fr) 


‘89 Joe Gray (Sr) 
49 Chance Moyer (So) 
2% Cotra Jackson (Sr) 


Defense (6) 


99 Drew Wimsatt (Sr) 56 Shawn Price (Sr.) 


‘93 Jerick Hall (St) 76 Ricky Fower (ir) 


37 Avery Gibson (So.) 39 Roger Pollard (Jt.) 


31 Freddie AughtryLindsay (So,) 47 Pat Thomas (So.) 


‘9 Terrence Holt (Sr) 8 Victor Stephens Ir) 
28. Lamont Reid (So.) 
41 J.J. Washington (Jr) 


Special Teams 


2001 Record (ACC): 7-5 (4-4) 
CarterFinley Stadium (54,500) 


81 


Utah... 


on McBride's favorite word is “adver- 
sity.” The Utah coach loves chal- 
lenges, negative opinions and gloomy 
forecasts. Everything worked in his favor last 
season when the Utes were picked to finish 
sixth in the Mountain West Conference. 
“The more adversity, the more | like it,” 
says McBride, entering his 13th season. 
But McBride won't have a gloomy forecast 


Jason Kaufusi 


to rely on this year, How the Utes will react to 


higher expectations is among the key issues 
for 2002, They return eight starters from a 
dominant defense and have the makings of 
another powerful offensive line. 


Utah’s three conference 

losses in 2001 were by a total 

of six points, with the Utes wast- 

ing fourth-quarter scoring chances 
in each case. 


McBride endorsed adding Michigan to the 
Ute schedule, giving himself more of a chal- 
lenge in September: Indiana, Arizona and 
Michigan in consecutive weeks. 

“If we come out of the front part of the 
chedule in good shape, it sets us up for the 
rest of the year,” McBride says. 

Lance Rice has started Utah’ last 14 games 
at quarterback, which meant only that he was 
sked to earn the job again in spring practice. 


82 


He will face more challenges from Ryan 
Breska and Brett Elliott in August as he enters 
his junior season. 

Rice is efficient, except for an annoying 
tendency to fall short in key situations. He 
reversed that trend with a clutch completion 
that helped the Utes run out the clock against 
USC in the 10-6 Las Vegas Bowl win. 

Rice has experience and leadership skills, 

but Breska or Elliott may over- 
take him in the middle of his 


car 

Junior college transfer Bran- 
don Warfield will arrive in 
August, looking to take over at 
tailback for Adam Tate and 
Dameon Hunter, who combined 
for more than 2,200 yards last 
season. Marty Johnson will also 
have a chance at tailback. He 
gained 95 yards (67 on one play) 
in the opening game against 
Utah State, then was lost to a rib 
injury. 

At fullback, Brandon Bliss is 
back from a knee injury, and 
walk-on Sione Havili will be 
available in August. 

Splice end Josh Lyman, a 
former walk-on, caught 36 
passes for 582 yards and five 


flanker now that Cliff Russell | ¢ 
is gone, Junior college transfer Larry | ®@ 
Miles is expected to play right away. 

The Utes are well-stocked at tight end, 
with Matt Hansen, J.D, Jorgensen and 
JC transfer Ben Allison. 

Opposing coaches said the Utes 
the most physical offensive line they 
all season; Utah rushed for 218 yards per 
game and allowed only five sacks — tying 
Miami for the fewest in the country. The 


E 


a) 
FB 


NG 


1B 


Rauichdowne, last son, | WR27 Josh Lyman (Sr) 15. Larry Miles (Jt) 
ae ‘ill have to | WR._7 Bevin Houston (Sr) 412. Justin Walterscheld (So, 
Jf Devin Houston will have to | IF" gg joan arve (ex) 10 Maidan on) 

3 make more of an impact at | 1¢ 68 chris Kemoeatu (So) 79 Jesse Boone (Ft) 


RT 62 Sean Souza (Jt) 


QB 46 Lance Rice (Jr.) 


DE 44 Josh Savage (Jr) 


DT 63 Garrett Smith (Sr) 
DE 86 Jason Kaufusi (Jr) 


NATIONAL 


RANKING 


Jason Kaufusi, with 12 tackles for loss in 
2001, should be much more effective after 
playing last season with a shoulder that 
required surgery 

At rover, Sheldon Deckart needed surgery 
on an ankle and a shoulder in the off-season, 
not that opponents noticed anything wrong 
with him, Deckart made 13 tackles for a loss 
and had five sacks, Brooks Bahr is solid at the 
other outside linebacker spot. ‘ 
middle linebacker Zach ‘Tune 
described as a rising star for two years, 

Safeties Antwoine Sanders and Arnold 
er call themselves “ASAP” — they get 
things done in a hurry. ‘They ranked second 
and third on the team in tackles, and Sanders 
picked off four passes. Bo Nagahi or redshirt 
freshman Antonio Young will have to develop 
quickly at one corner, across from converted 
running back D’Shaun Crockett. 

Utah's special reams were nothing special in 
2001. Brian Lewis was a dependable punter, 
averaging 40.2 yards. Having gone several 
years without a decent kicker, the Utes are 
bringing in junior college transfer Ford Hall, 
who kicked three field goals of 50 yards ot 
longer last season. 


Depth Ch 
Offense (5) 


53 Dustin McQuivey (Jr) 
72 Tevita Vakalahi (St) 


57. Max Petersen (S0,) 

66 Kasey Jackson (Sr) 

76 ‘Thomas Herrin (i) 
10 Ben Alison (ir) 

49 Ryan Breska (Ir) 

4 Marty Johnson (Sr) 5 Brandon Warfield (i) 
29 Brandon Biss (I) 44. Sione Havil (S0,) 


Defense (8) 


65. AlJohnson (Sr) 
94. Steve Fit (Ft) 

90 Sione Pouna (S0,) 
52 Marcus Jones (Sr) 
6 Ray Holderaft (Jr.) 


89 Matt Hansen (Jr) 


97 Lawale Sape (Sr) 


43 Zech Tune (So.) 


Utes will station Jordan Gross and Sean 
Souza at the tackles, after Souza played 
guard last year. The center is dependable 


junior Dustin McQuivey, leaving the 
only questions at guard. Utah has prof- 
ited by moving linemen from defense to 
offense in recent years, and guard candi- 
dates 


Chris Kemoeatu and Tevita 
i both fit that description. 

Defensive tackle Garrett Smith and 
noseguard Lauvale Sape combined for 24 
's behind the line last year. At end, 


Josh Savage became a playmaker, and 


ATHLON® SPorTs™ 


Rov 54 Sheldon Deckart (Sr) 43. Jeremy Lyman (Sr) 

LB 51 Brooks Bahr (Sr.) 93 Corey Dodds (So.) 

CB 32 D'Shaun Crockett (Sr.) 28 Steven Smith (So.) 

CB 22 Bo Nagahi (So.) 2 Antonio Young (Fr.) 

FS 4 Antwoine Sanders (Jr.) 35 Dave Revill (Jr) 

SS 17 Amold Parker (Jr) 10 Anthony White (J,) 
Special Teams 

K 23 Ford Hall (Jn) 

P 14 Brian Lewis (Sr.) 

PR 25 Morgan Scalley (So.) 

KR 31 Desmond Davis (St.) 

(#) Indicates number of retuming starters 


BOLD inclcates retuming starters 


Head Coach: Ron McBride 


2004 Record (MWC): 8-4 (4-3) 


2002 Prediction: ast MWC Rice-Eccles Stadium (45,634) 


CoL_LEGE FooTBaLtt 2002 


a Michigan State... 


f Michigan State ever had a turning-point 
Fa this is it. Spartan fans have waited a 
long time to see a pass-catch combination 
like Jeff Smoker and Charles Rogers. With a 
soft schedule and improved depth, it will be 
disappointing if the Spartans are not in title 
contention. But they must overcome question 
marks at tailback and in the pass rush to do it. 
Smoker enjoyed a sizzling finish last season, 


Charles Rogers 


passing for more than 300 yards in each of his 
last three games. His arm strength and under- 
standing of the offense have improved. “Jeff is 
y ahead of where he was a year ago,” says 
long-time Michigan State offensive coordina- 
tor Morris Watts. Backup Damon Dowdell 
replaced the injured Smoker and threw for 
304 yards in a turnover-plagued loss at Pur- 
due. Dowdell has quick feet and a strong arm. 


Michigan State averaged 45 
points (and 589 total yards) in 
its final three games last season. 


"TJ. Duckett’ early departure created a void 
at running back. Fullback Dawan Moss shed 
more than 20 pounds and earned the tailback 
job. Mike McConnell and Shawn Foster are 
speedy backups. 

Rogers has the look of a high first-round 
draft pick. He is one of the tallest receivers in 
the Big Ten and probably the fastest. Rogers’ 


job will be tougher if the Spartans can’t sup- 
port him with a solid running game and 
other receiving threats. The Spartans’ other 
threats were behind schedule in spring prac- 
tice. Ziehl Kavanaght had some productive 
scrimmages, but lacked consistency, while 
B,J. Lovett is still learning, Youngsters Robert 
Strickland and Ben Steckler ooze potential. 
Eric Knott heads a deep cast of young, tal- 
ented tight ends, They will see 
the ball. 

‘The Spartans reurn seven play- 
ers with starting experience on the 
offensive line, although each has 
struggled to achieve consisten 
Center Brian Ottney is an All-Big 
Ten candidate. The right side of 
the line is athletic with William 
Whitticker and Steve Stewart. 
Whitticker needs to improve his 
strength, Stewart is solid. Left 
tackle Ulish Booker had equal 
numbers of good and mediocre 
performances. He missed the 
spring after undergoing minor 
knee surgery, and is being pushed 
by Stefon Wheeler, an impressive 
he competition 

Tate and Paul 
Harker, who have 18 starts 
between them, will yield a 
quality left guard. The line is 
probably a year away from its 
best football. 

Michigan State has no | ¢ 
seniors on the defensive line and will start 
at least two sophomores. However, it will 
not take a miracle for the line to become a 
force. Defensive tackle Kyle Rasmussen is a 

et for league honors. His partner, 

on, was pressed into duty last 

hman and showed some 

potential. Matthias Askew, the top young 

defensive lineman in the program, started 

as a true freshman before being lost to an 
injury. He is capable inside or outside. 

At defensive end, Greg Taplin has eight 
career starts but only one sack. The 
coaches like Clifford Dukes’ speed, and 
Darrell Hamilton is the fastest defensive 
end, but lacks size and strength. | 
Dominick Brown isa force and appears to | 
have a positive attitude for the first time. 

Strong-side linebacker Mike Labinjo is 
powerful and excitable. He had five sacks 
and 16 tackles for a loss as a novice. He 
worked to improve his pass rush skills in 
the spring, On the weak-side, Ronald 


youngster, 
between Joe 


ur 


SE 1 Charles Rogers (Jr.) 
FL 6 BJ. Lovett (Sr) 


LG 68 Joe Tate (Jr) 


RG 76 William Whitticker (So.) 61 Joe Patrick Jr) 
RT 77 Steve Stewart (Jr.) 
TE 4 Eric Knott (So,) 
QB. 9 Jeff Smoker (Jr) 
FB 35 Mark Goebel (1) 

TB 49 Davan Moss (St) 


DE 59 Clifford Dukes (So.) 
DT 97 Kyle Rasmussen (Jr) 96 


DT 91 Kevin Vickerson So.) 95. Matthias Askew (So, 
DE 94 Greg Tapin Ur) 93 Darrell Hamilton (So.) 
LB 42 Mike Labinjo (Jr) 58 James Cooper (So.) 
LB 48 Seth Mitchel (Ft) 40. Michael Bazemore (Ft) 
LB 44 Ronald Stanley (So.) 45 Monquiz Wedlow (Jr) 
CB 37 Cedric Henry (St) 17 Roderick Maples (So.) 


©B 21 Broderick Nelson (Sr.) 19 
SS 43 Thomas Wright (St) 
FS 33 Robert Flagg (So.) 


KR 37 Cedric Henry (St) 
PR 4 Charles Rogers (i) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 


RANKING 


Seanley searted all 12 games as a true freshman 
and made some mistakes, He can run and hit, 
and should be a future standout. Small buc 
energetic Monquiz. Wedlow can be effective. 

In the middle, Seth Mitchell, a punishing 
prospect, will replace the graduated Josh 
Thornhill, After the top four, Michigan State 
is dangerously thin at linebacker. 

The Spartans have excellent man-to-man 
ability at cornerback with Cedric Henry and 
Broderick Nelson. Henry is back after miss- 
ing a year due to academics. A second-team 
All-Big Ten performer in 2000, he is a hungry 
difference-maker. Nelson had five picks and 
backup Roderick Maples clinched the Silicon 
Valley Classic by intercepting Fresno State's 
David Physical DeM: uggs is 
expected to get a sixth year of eligibility and 
bring seven career starts to the nickel defense. 

Strong safety Thomas Wright was honorable 
mention All-Big ‘Ten. Robert Flagg started at 
free safety as a true freshman but is pushed by 
former starting corner 

The punting game is a huge question 
mark, Dave Rayner, who has a live foot, was 
just 7-of-13 in field goal attempts, Rogers and 
Henry are excellent return men, 


Depth Chart 
Offense (9) 

‘80 Ben Steckler (So,) 

84 Robert Strickland (Fr) 

72 Stefon Wheeler (Fr.) 


57 Paul Harker (Sr.) 
51 Chis Mortis (Fr) 


65 Ulish Booker (Sr.) 
73 Brian Ottney (Jr) 


79. Sean Poole (S0,) 

81 Jason Randall (So.) 
7. Damon Dowdell (S0.) 

4AT Jason Bradley (So.) 

32. Mike MeConnel (i) 


Defense (6) 


54, Dominick Brown (Ue) 
Greg Yeaste (So, 


DeMario Suggs (St) 
36 Eric Smith (Fr.) 

25. Jason Harmon (S0,) 
Special Teams 


46 Dave Rayner (So.) 
18 Michael Servis (Jt.) 


d Coach: Bobby Will 


jon: 4th Big Ten 
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aryland coach Ralph Friedgen 
angered his players when he inter- 
viewed for the Tampa Bay Bucca- 


neers head coaching position. “They (the 
players) issued me an ultimatum: Are you in 
or out?” Friedgen says. Friedgen is in, and the 
Terrapins are glad the National Coach of the 
Year is staying in College Park. 

The Terps return eight starters on offense, 


Bruce Perry 


including ACC Offensive Player of the Year 
Bruce Perry, who rushed for 1,242 yards. 
Perry and one of the league's best lines will 


play a big role in an explosive offense. 
Maryland’s Orange Bowl 


a) appearance following last sea- 


son marked its first major bowl 
berth in 25 years. 


‘The defense improved to 30th nationally 
from 107th in 2000. The unit, led by All- 
America middle linebacker E,J. Henderson, 
will be solid. Henderson believes Maryland 
will be playing in a major bowl again. “We 
finished ranked 10th. We have that confi- 
dence, we have the swagger. Most of the teams 
we play this year we beat last year,” he says. 

Maryland's most pressing off-season issue 
— who would replace efficient quarterback 
Shaun Hill — became an even greater con- 
cern after Chris Kelley tore the ACL in his 


84 


Maryland, pins 


right knee in the spring game. Kelley will 
likely miss the entire season. 

West Virginia transfer Scott McBrien is 
now the top candidate. McBrien appeared in 
10 games with the Mountaineers in 2000 and 
threw for more than 250 yards against Pitts- 
burgh and Notre Dame. Juco transfer 
Orlando Evans, who began his career at Ore- 
gon, is also in the mix. 

Perry led the nation in rushing 
throughout the early part of the 
2001 season, gaining 100-plus 
yards in five straight games. He's 
an excellent receiver and can grind 
it out inside or get outside. He sat 
out spring practice with an 
abdominal injury, but he is 
expected to be ready for preseason 
camp. Jason Crawford, a 220- 
pounder with excellent speed, will 
backup Perry. Fullback James 
Lynch is a punishing blocker, but 
Friedgen hopes to use him more 
as a runner. 

Jafar Williams should easily 
replace the departed Guilian Gary 
as the Terps’ leading receiver. With 
excellent size and speed, 
Williams almost gave up foot- 
ball because of a rare medical 


condition that causes him to Offense (8) 
cramp easily. Speedy Scooter | WR49 Jafar Willams (Jr) 10 lke Roberts (,) 
A ‘ll ;_, | WR 25 Scooter Monroe (Si) 4 ‘Larez Hatison (In) 
f Monroe will start opposite | iy 74.¢,, Brooks (S0.) 75 Ete Dunes) 
8 Williams. The most intriguing | L¢ 66 Todd Wike (St) 61 Ed Tyler (in) 
= receiver is former quarterback | © 72 Ke Schmitt (S0) 60 Jason Holman (Ft) 
Latrez Harrison, a tremendous athlete. HOE ETOE)  Tae 
* ag RT 78 Matt Crawford (Sr) 79 Lou Lombardo (So.) 
The offensive line should be a real | Te g2 Jet Dugon Jk). 67 Ryn Fnn(S) 
strength with four returning starters. It | QB 7 ScottMcBrien(So) 11. Orlando Evans (J) 
will be rough to replace center Melvin | FB SJemestaneh it) 44 Beier) 
é 5 ; re , 
Fowler, but versatile Kyle Schmitt, who saat ee i) = 
made his first career start in the Orange 
F DE 74 Durrand Roundtree (Sr) 54 Scott Smith (Jc) 
ona SUE cases ip Brooks and NT 96 C.J. Feldheim (Jr) 95 William Shime (St) 
Matt Crawford are solid pass and run } pr 57 Randy Stars ($0) 91 Aki Patterson (Fr) 
blockers. Maryland is in good shape at | LEO 49 Jamahi Cochran (So.) 47 Jon Condo (So.) 
guard with Todd Wike and Lamar Bryant. | $28 24 Ley Ambush(Js) 58 Ricard Dickerson (F) 
LB 42 E.J. Henderson (Sr.) 51 Andrew Henley (Jr.) 


Defensive tackle Randy Starks will be 
asked to replace honorable mention All- 


ACC performer Charles Hill. Starks played | ¢8 
in every game as a true freshman and con- | Fe 


tributed 35 tackles and 3.5 sacks. C.J. Feld- 
heim, a solid pass rusher and run stopper, 


% 6 K 46 Nick Novak (So.) 
madea smooth transition from end to nose | p36 pools Banad\St) 
tackle. Durrand Roundtree, the team’s | KR 22 Rich Parson (So.) 
strongest player, became a reliable end, | PR 22 Rich Pason(S0) 
recording 4.5 sacks. Jamahl Cochran will | (#) indicates number of retuming starters 
BOLD indicates returing starters 


be used as standup pass rusher/linebacker. 
Henderson, a player with tremendous 
vision and tackling ability, became the 


Head 
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LB 32 Leon Joe (Jr.) 
CB 30 Curome Cox (Jr.) 
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first Terp to be named an Associated Press first- 
team All-American since NFL Hall of Famer 
Randy White in 1974. 

Henderson would love to top his 2001 sea- 
son when he recorded 150 tackles and was 
named the ACC Player of the Year, but he 
missed spring practice after undergoing surgery 
to remove bone spurs in his back. Henderson 
may miss the opener, but Friedgen expects his 
star to play the majority of the season. 

Weak-side linebacker Leon Joe has tremen- 
dous speed and will be in line for All-ACC 
honors, He's a standout in pass coverage, but 
will be counted on to rush the passer more. 

The secondary could be a problem if three 
new starters dont meet expectations. Holdover 
Curome Cox developed into a quality corner 
and had three interceptions. Dennard Wilson, 
an excellent pass defender, moves to his more 
natural position of strong safety. Free safety 
Madieu Williams is a big hitter with 4.5 speed. 

Friedgen doesn’t have any worries about his 
kicking game. Brooks Barnard is one of the 
top punters in the country, Nick Novak 
emerged as a clutch kicker by making 12 of 
his last 14 attempts, including an overtime 
winner at Georgia Tech. 


Depth Chart 


15 Curtis Williams (So.) 
37 Jamal Chance (Sr.) 

6 Domanique Foxworth (So.) 38 Gerrick McPhearson (F.) 
13 Dennard Wilson (Jr) 29. ‘Ty Stewart (Sr.) 

40 Madieu Wiliams (Jc) 25 Raymond Custis (S0.) 


Special Teams 


Coach: Ralph 


2001 Record (ACC): 4 
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ay Marshal dering herd 


arshall will field potentially its 
finest football team ever this season. 
Before you relate that to being the 


best ballerina in Beloit, consider that’ the 
Thundering Herd has won at least 10 games 
in five of the last six seasons, has won confer- 
ence titles in five of the last six years, has gone 
to five consecutive bowls, and has produced 
two Heisman Trophy finalists — Randy 


Byron Leftwich 


Moss and Chad Pennington — since 1997. 

Quarterback Byron Leftwich is looking to 
be Marshall’s third Heisman finalist. Throw- 
ing to three receivers who caught more than 
3,178 yards worth of passes a year ago, Left- 
wich figures to post numbers worthy of foot- 
ball’s highest individual award. 


The Thundering Herd 

has compiled an 88-5 
record at home since Mar- 
shall Stadium opened in 1991. 


“He's the best quarterback I've ever been 
around,” says Marshall coach Bob Pruett, 
who coached Danny Wuerffel at Florida and 
Pennington and former Cincinnati Bengal 
Eric Kresser at Marshall. 

The big question this fall will be on 
defense: Can the Herd shore up a defensive 
front which finished last in the MAC against 
the run in 2001? 


86 


Leftwich threw a ball 70 yards in the air 
during last year’s GMAC Bowl practice and 
hit the rim of a garbage can coaches had 
placed there to show off his accuracy. His 38- 
to-7 touchdown-to-interception ratio and 67 
percent completion rate further emphasize 
Leftwich’s pinpoint control. He is fairly 
mobile and at 6'6", 240 pounds is difficult to 
bring down, 

“Byron’s in a league of his 
own,” Akron coach Lee Owens 
says. “He’s fun to watch.” 

Franklin Wallace is the top 
back in Marshall’s single-back 
set. He earned second-team All- 
MAC honors after rushing for 
796 yards and nine touchdowns. 
Brandon Carey is the top reserve 
after gaining 289 yards on 73 
carries last fall. 

Senior Chanston Rodgers, 
who has torn the ACL in both 
knees during his Marshall career, 
is attempting to return to action 
in 2002. 

Junior receiver Darius Watts 
(91 catches, 1,417 yards, 18 
TDs) runs a 4.3 40-yard 
dash. Double-cover him and 
Josh Davis, who set an 
NCAA freshman record with 
79 catches for 961 receiving | 
yards a year ago, is lef in sin- 
gle coverage, as is senior 
Denero Marriott (56 catches, | 
800 yards, nine TDs). : 


ick & Maryn Haye 


Tight end Jason Rader, a West Virginia | pr: 


native who transferred from Georgia, will 
be eligible this fall and provides an 
upgrade at a deep position. He will fight 
for the No. 1 spot with senior Eddie | 
Smolder, 

Four starters return on the offensive | 
line, making this a cohesive unit particu- | oF 
larly adepe at pass blocking, Center Jeff 
Edwards missed most of spring practice 
with injuries but is expected back in the 
fall. Joey Stepp (three starts in "01) is a 
quality backup. 

Right guard Steve Perretta and left | 
tackle Steve Sciullo are pro. prospects. 
Nate McPeek has started 26 consecutive 
games at right tackle, Left guard Luke 
Salmons is the only newcomer. 

Tackle is the problem area on The 
Herd’s defensive line. Senior Orlando 
Washington is athletic but light. Sopho- 
more Josh Cordell has potential but is 


it 75 ane (Sr) 


| DE ot Maurice | xEnney (Un) 


-K 36 Curtis Head (Se) 
| P36 Curtis Head (Se) 
KR 2 Roberto Terrell (So.) 

PR 82 Josh Davis (S0,) 
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young. The backups are inexperienced, “We 
have some pups,” defensive coordinator Bill 
Wilt says, “We have some talent, but they 
need playing time.” 

Ends Maurice McKinney and Jamus Mar- 
tin are quick, but will be full-time starters for 
the first time. 

‘The linebacking group is athletic but inex- 
petienced. Charles Tynes, who runs very well, 
is the only returning starter. Middle line- 
backer Duran Smith is strong against the run. 
Dionté Wilson is hard-hitting and athletic. 
Terence Tarpley was converted from corner- 
back to Whip, but at 185 pounds might not 
be able to handle the beating of a full season 
there. 

Yancey Satterwhite (team-high three inter- 
ceptions) and Roberto Terrell are speedy 
cover corners. Safety Chris Crocker, the 
Herd’s top returning tackler (88 stops), is 
among the faster players in the Mid-Ameri- 
can Conference and is adapting well to his 
leadership role. 

Curtis Head, who averaged 44.4 yards per 
punt is the MAC’s top returning punter. He 
will also handle the placekicking duties 
again. 


msde Chart 


3 Brad ates (S0.) 
87 Chris Martin (J) 
‘80 Curtis Jones (Sr.) 
5 Paul Hardy (Sr 

72. Ryan Baynes (Fr) 
70 Joey Stepp (Ir) 
62. Ricardo Philips (So.) 
60 Nate Griffin (S0,) 
96. Eddie Smolder (Sr) 


is (So. ) 
lott (St.) 


50 Jonathan Godard (re) 
fo Washington (Sr) 98 Reggie Hayes (So.) 
) SL. Maran Hicks (Jt). 
46 Kingsley Clark (Jr) 
AT Henry Moore (Sr) 
43 Kevin Akins (So.) 
1 Gladstone Coke (Jr) 
30 JT. Rembert(S0,) 
ab ‘27 Wile Smith (S0.) 
‘Yancey Satterwhite (St) 42. Renaldo Wiliams (S0,) 
) Chris Crocker (Sr.) 3. Moriah Anderson (So,) 


Special Teams 


2004 Record (MAC): 14-2 (8-0) 
sity Stadium (40,000) 


ATHLON® SportsS™ COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2002 


fé South Carolipa,,.cocks 


n the surface, it appears that Lou 
Holtz has engineered another amaz- 
ing turnaround. South Carolina, the 
dregs of the SEC not so long ago, is coming 
off the most successful back-to-back seasons 
in school history. But the 2002 edition of the 
Gamecocks poses more question marks than 
at any time since Lou Holtz’s first season. The 
Gamecocks must recover from the loss of the 


PY 
SAROLIN? 


Rashad Faison 


majority of their starters if they expect to again 
nip at the heels of Tennessee and Florida, 
Quarterback Corey Jenkins insists that he 
can pass the ball effectively. Buc when a guy 
runs like Jenkins, why throw it? Jenkins, a 25- 
year-old senior who was a 1995 first-round 
draft pick of the Boston Red Sox has turned to 
football after baseball didn’t work out. He 
intends to make up for lost time this season. 


The Gamecocks’ No. 13 

finish represented South 
Carolina's highest ranking at 
the end of a season since 1984. 


At 220 pounds, Jenkins brings a running- 
back mentality to the Gamecocks’ shorgun 
alignment. In limited snaps last season, he 
rushed for 5.2 yards per carry. Backup Dondr- 
ial Pinkins is a 240-pound Daunte Culpepper- 
type who gives USC more of a passing threat, 

Running back Andrew Pinnock, a 250- 


pound freak who runs a 4.5 40 and squats 
700: pounds; has played) three: seasons, arid 
USC has managed to get him the ball more 
than 20 times in a game just once. His talents 
are so respected that when teams were drafted 
for the spring game, defensive coordinator 
Charlie Strong took Pinnock with the first 
pick. “I know how much the defensive guys 
hate tackling him,” Strong said. 

Ryan Brewer. wil get his share 
of carries as he does double duty 
at running back and receiver 

Offensive coordinator Skip 
Holtz calls the receivers his 
“biggest concern on offense.” The 
team’s most talented receiver, 6'5" 
James Adkisson, missed last season 
with avback injury, The 
cocks need his size and speed for 


the passing game to be a threat. 
USC’ offensive line has 
improved more in Lou Holes 


four years than any other position. 
Te paved the way for the running 
game to rank second in the SEC 
last season, and the run will 
be emphasized, even in USC's 
spread offense. Guards Cedric 
Williams and Shane Hal 
the heart of the line, Williams 
is entering his fourth season as 
a startet, while Hall played 
every position except center 
son. Junior left tackle 
‘Travelle Wharton has started | ¢ 
since his freshman season, and his bookend 
at right tackle could be Watts Sanderson ot 
Jonathan Alston. Center has been a con- 
cetn, and tackle Nashan Goddard prac- 
ticed there some in the spring with CJ. 
Frye and John Strickland. Goddard will be 
on the field somewhere, iFit’s tackle or cen- 
tet. “This line has a chance to be the 
strength of the offense,” Skip Holtz sa 
“The line is where it all starts, It doesntt 
matter how good your quarterback is if he’s 
on his back.” 

USC's defensive line doesn’t make big 
plays. Strong's 3-3-5 philosophy calls for 
the linemen to keep blockers off the line: 
backers and safeties, which the Game- 
cocks do well. Nosetackle Langston | f 
Moore is a load in the middle, and Den- 
nis Quinn will be a starter at end for the 
third straight year. At the other end, USC 
will alternate emerging star George Gause, 
who also plays linebacker at 255 pounds, 
with the beef of 310-pounder Shaun 


WR 19 Andrea Gause (S0.) 

WR 88 Jemes Adkisson (St) 

LT 68 Travelle Wharton (Jr) 
LG 76 Cedric Williams (Sr.) 


RG 74 Shane Hall (St) 

RT 77 Watts Sanderson (Sr) 
TE 49 Hart Tumer Un) 

QB 9 Corey Jenkins (St) 

FB 4 Andrew Pinnock (Sr) 
TB 21 Ryan Brower (Sr) 


DE 93 Dennis Quinn (Sr) 
NT 57 Langston Moore (St) 
DE 99 George Gause (So.) 

LB 36 Jormaine Lemon (Sr.) 
LB 33 Jeremiah Garrison (Js) 
LB 60 Lance Laur (F) 
‘Spur. Rashad Faison (Sr.) 
‘Spur 30 Jonathan Martin (Sr.) 
©B 32 Dunta Robinson Ur) 
CB 41 Isaac Stackhouse (Sr) 
FS 28 Deancié Elland (I) 


K 97 Daniel Weaver (J) 

47 Tyeler Dean (St) 

KR_ 83 Chavez Donnings (Sr) 

PR 24 Ryan Brewer (Sr) 

(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
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Smith. Gause, because of his size and speed, is 
the best pass rusher of the group. 

South Carolina has talented linebackers. 
Second-leading tackler Jermaine Lemon can 
play either side, Former walk-on Lance Laury, 
the team’s quickest linebacker, impressed 
enough in the spring to run with the first team. 
Those two flank Jeremiah Garrison. 

With All-America cornerback Sheldon 
Brown and All-SEC corner Andre Goodman 
both gone, Dunta Robinson has moved from 
fety and will man one corner spot. The 
other remains hotly contested among Isaac 
Stackhouse, former receiver Ted Crawford, 
Rachiem Monroe and Brian Elam. “We know 
there's a lot of talk going around that we're 
going to be the weak spot, but we're working 
hard to get things right,” Stackhouse says. 

Deandré Eiland is a field general at free 
safety, while leading tackler Rashad Faison, a 
spur safety, is considered the team’s toughest 
player, pound for pound, 

Punter Tyeler Dean was sixth in the SEC at 
41.6 yards per kick. Dan Weaver gives the 
Gamecocks a consistent field-goal kicker for 
the first time since 1997. He was 12-for-16 
last season, 


Depth Chart 
Offense (5) 


15 Matthew Thomas (So.) 
83 Chavez Donnings (Sr) 
70 Nashan Goddard (Fr) 
52. Jeff Barnes (Jr) 

74 John Strickland (So.) 
79 Josh Maloy (Ft) 

72. Jonathan Alston (80, 
85. Fran Person (Fr) 

5 Donchil Pinkins So.) 
20. Daccus Tuan (Ft) 
42 Thee Robinson (F) 


Defense (4) 


90 Jason Capers (So,) 
94 Preston Thome (So.) 
96. Shaun Smith (St) 

34. Rod Thomas (Sr) 

51 Orus Lambert (Fc) 
46. Lenny Wiliams (Sr) 
16. Jamacia Jackson (So.) 
42. Rodriques Wilson (So, 
48 Rachiem Monroe UJ) 
2% Brian Elam (Sr) 

‘1 Jermaine Harts Jc) 


Special Teams 


58 C.J Frye (Sr) 


| {# Oregon... 


side from three key positions, the 
A Ducks seem to have the talent base to 

contend for another Pac-10 title. 
How they replace both starting corners and 
quarterback Joey Harrington will be key. 
“Joey was certainly one of the better quarter- 
backs to ever play here, and was one of the 
catalysts for our success,” Oregon coach Mike 
Bellotti says. “Although as a coach I don't 


Keenan Howry 


want to put too much into it, because obvi- 
ously there's life after Joey.” For the Ducks, 
that remains to be seen. 

Junior Jason Fife steps in at quarterback 
after having thrown only nine passes last sea- 
son. Fife faced a stiff challenge in the spring 
from Kellen Clemens, a battle that could con- 


tinue up until the opener. 
& games in Autzen Stadium, 
where the Ducks are 25-1 in 
their last 26 games. 


Oregon plays eight 


In 2001, Onterrio Smith and Maurice 
Morris became the first tailback tandem in 
Oregon history ro run for 1,000 yards apiece 
in the same season. With Mortis gone, Smith 
hopes to reach 2,000 yards by himself. Still, 
Bellotti professes the desire to again feature 
two backs. For that to happen, the Ducks will 
need someone to step up from a group of 


88 


backups who last season were seldom used 
(Allan Amundson), redshirted (Ryan Shaw) 
or injured (Kenny Washington). Matt 
Floberg will get first crack at the fullback job 
despite being injured most of his career. 

Regarded as the deepest position on the 
team in recent years, the receiving corps is 
again well-stocked. Keenan Howry is the star, 
and he'll start opposite either Jason Willis or 
Samie Parker. The backups are 
talented as well. George Wrigh- 
ster takes over at tight end, and 
he’s athletic enough that Bellotti 
is talking about experimenting 
with an H-back, which would 
help ease the burden on the 
young fullbacks. 

‘The past two years Oregon has 
had one constant on the offen- 
sive line — Joey Forster at right 
guard. Now a junior, Forster is 
again penciled in at the position. 

Boras? ves joined ar'seson 
by right tackle Corey Chambers 
and center Dan Weaver. Both are 
back, though Chambers could 
move to left guard by the time 
the Ducks open the season. 

That will depend on 
which of the younger line- 


ck 


and guard Nick Steitz will 
get the opportunity to take 
over the left side. But the best 
combination might have Chambers at 
guard, and either Mike Delagrange or 


i 


Phil Finzer taking over at right tackle. QB 12 Jason Fife (.) 11. Kellen Clemens (F.) 
ky wil RB 2 Onterrio Smith Ur.) 4 Allan Amundson (Sr) 
imped dave fone. The oc | os ee 


starter will likely come from a group that 


‘ z ior Sjavii_| DE 40 Darell Wright (Sz) 30 Quinn Dorsey (Sr) 
includes Robby Valenaucla, Junior Siavi | DE 49 Dar Wem (S:) 2 Guna Dorey ( 
or possibly true freshman Haloti Ngata. | pr 99 Robby Valenzuela (So.) 95 Kal Smalley (St) 
The ends will be capably manned by | DE 43 Seth McEwen (Sr) 55 Ed angler (Sc) 
returning starters Seth McEwen, Darel] | 18 42 Gartet Graham (St) 21s Deve Marin {fe 
Wright and Quinn Dorsey, the latter two | 12 6 pov monster) 32 Barel Gam &) 
Tig} ye LB 39 Kevin Mitchell (Jr.) 35. Ramone Reed (So.) 
being dangerous pass rushers. Backup Ed | eB 4 Steven Moore (Jc) ‘1 Charles Favoth (So.) 
‘Wangler has starting experience and will | €B 38 stn Piss fe) 23 Gnutey Mle) 
be joined by reserves Devan Long and | 822s Weitere) 28 Nelo Te) 
Roderkus Wright, whom Bellotti calls “one aah 
0 es Special Teams 
of the most explosive and physically dom- 
: j ie Geese K 25 Jared Siege! (S0.) 
inant players we've ever recruited. P38 lose Ayo (5) 
Inside "backers Kevin Mitchell and | KR 34 Allan Amundson (Sr) 
David Moretti are keys to the run | PR 35 Keenan Howry ($0) 
defense. Coordinator Nick Aliotti’s sys- | (# incicates number of retuming starters 


tem requires the linemen to clog things 
up and allow the linebackers to roam free. 
Replacing Wesly Mallard on the out- 


men can step in most effec- Offense (6) 
tively. Tackle Adam Snyder | WR45 Keenan Howry (St) 86 Keith Allen (So.) 
: . WR 4 Samie Parker (Jr) 8 Jason Willis (St) 


RT 75 Corey Chambers (St) 77 Michael Delagrange (So.) 


RG 60 Joey Forster (Jt) 59 lan Reynoso (Ft) 

© 63DanWeaver (Jr) 59 fan Reynoso (Ft) 
LG 74 Nick Stet (60) ‘75 Corey Chambers (Sr) 
UT 72 Adam Snyder So.) 73. Phil Fnze (Sr) 

TE 81 George Wrighster (Jc) 87 Wilie Walden (So.) 
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side was a key focus in spring ball; Moretti, 
Garret Graham and Ramone Reed were all 
given reps. But the real hope is that David 
Martin, a junior college transfer who red- 
shirted due to hamstring problems, gets com- 
fortable enough ro compete for time. 

How comerbacks Rashad Bauman and Steve 
Smith are replaced will determine how good 
this defense can be. Leading the group of possi- 
ble starters is Steven Moore, the nickel back last 
season. He could be joined on the first team by 
Justin Phinisee, Courtney Miller or Charles 
Favroth. Favroth has the speed, Miller the size 
and Phinisee the athleticism; one of them needs 
to develop into the total package by fall. 

Rover Rasuli Webster and free safety Keith 
Lewis will comprise one of the better tandems 
in the conference. Lewis is a budding superstar. 
Webster is entering his third season as a starter. 

Both specialists, kicker Jared Siegel and 
punter Jose Arroyo, are back. Bellotti would 
like to see more consistency from both, and he 
takes a hands-on approach with his kickers. 

The returners are particularly strong, 
Howry returned two punts for touchdowns 
last season, and Amundson and Onterrio 
Smith are back again to handle kickoffs. 


Depth Chart 


Head Coach: Mike Bellotti 


2002 Prediction: 4th Pa 
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Boston College... 


hree bowls in a row — and counting, It 
Te have once seemed like an unat- 
tainable goal for a program that was in 
turmoil when Tom O’Brien took over prior to 
1997. But the Eagles have indeed been to three 
straight bowls — and they've won the last two. 
BC loses star running back William Green, 
but there is more than enough talent returning 
to ensure another good season at The Heights. 


Brian St. Pierre 


Ask people to name the best quarterback in 
the Big East and Miamis Ken Dorsey is the 
name you'll likely hear. No. 2? Try Brian Se. 
Pierre, the gritty local kid who threw for 25 
TDs and over 2,000 yards last season. 


Boston College’s win over 


> then-No. 16 Georgia at the 
Music City Bowl snapped the 

school's 21-game losing streak 
against ranked teams. 


St. Pierre is a savvy senior leader and has the 
confidence of his teammates. He tough, 
throws just about any kind of pass and runs 
well. His one flaw? He tends to force things 
and try to do too much. 

With apologies to Doug Flutie, Green 
might have been the greatest skill player ever to 
play at BC, Derrick Knight, Brandon Brokaw 
and transfer Horace Dodd are in a three-way 
battle to replace him. Knight rushed for 337 
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yards last year to lead all the returnees. Brokaw, 
a big, bruising sophomore, is the most talented 
of the three; Dodd sat out last year after trans- 
ferring from Penn State. 

Fullbacks J.P. Comella and Greg Toal will 
block and catch pas: 

Talented but inconsistent Jamal Burke leads 
the group of new receivers, Burke needs to step 
up and have a strong senior season, Freshman 

Tony Gonzalez enrolled at BC in 

January and practiced with the 

team during the spring, He could 

step in and play immediately, 

Keith Hemmings and the still- 

unproven Grant Adams and Joel 

Hazard will also be in the rota- 

tion, 

Tight ends Sean Ryan (17 
catches, three TDs) and Frank 
Misurelli played well near the end 
of the n. Look for St. Pierre 
to go to these guys even more, 

Boston College likes to call 
itself “O-Line U.” And the tradi- 
tion will continue this fall, Center 
Dan Koppen and guard Mark 
Parenteau were both second-team 
All-Big East picks last year. 
But the best of the deep and 
talented group may be Chris 
Snee, who started six games as 
a redshirt freshman last fall. 

§ Leo Bell and Augie Hoff: 
man also were regular starters 
* for most of last season, and 
Frank Wilpert was the starting right tackle 
for the regular-season finale at Syracuse. 
Incoming freshman Jeremy Simpson is 
another player to keep an eye on. 

The Eagles went through spring camp 
without three key defensive linemen — 
Antonio Garay (neck surgery), Tom Mar- 
tin (suspension) and Keith Leavitt (sus- 
pension). All ate expected back for the fall. 

Garay, if healthy, should be the leader 
up front. He started the first eight games 
of 2001, logging nine tackles for a loss, 
five sacks and an interception. Tackle 
Doug Goodwin has shown flashes, but 
there really wasn’t much of a pass rush in 
2001. That could change this fall with the 
arrival of end Jim Unis. Derric Rossy did 
a solid job filling in for Garay down the 
stretch, 

Martin is a ewo-year returning starter at 
tackle; Leavitt started all of 2000 and 
backed up Goodwin last year. 

Linebacker has become an area of 


WR 84 Jamal Burke (Sr.) 
WR 12 Keith Hemmings (Sr) 


LT 69 Frank Wipert i.) 60 Jeremy Simpson (Ft) 
LG 76 Chris Snee (So,) 78 Augie Hoffmann (Jr) 
66 Pat Ross (Fr) 
78. Augie Hoffmann (1) 
60 Jeremy Simpson (Ft) 


TB 20 Derrick Knight (Jr) 
Defense (8) 


DE 85 Antonio Garay (St) 


DT 90 Tom Martin (Jr.) 96 Tim Bulman (So,) 
DT 98 Doug Goodwin (Jn) 64 Keith Leavitt (Jr) 
DE 58 Derric Rossy (Sr.) Jim Unis (Fr) 


LB 45 Josh Ott (Jn) 
LB 40 Vinny Clurciu (Sr) 
LB 23 TJ, Stancil So.) 


CB 19 Peter Shean (So, 6 Lamy Lester (Fr) 

CB 21 Trevor White (Sr) 7 Nathanael Hasselbeck (Ft) 
FS 24 Ralph Parent (Sr) 27. Paul Cook Jr) 

SS 48 Doug Bessette (Sr) 36 Brian Flores (Jr) 


K 33 Sandro Sciortino (Jn) 
P47 Kevin MeMyer (Sr) 
KR 84 Jamal Burke (Sc) 
PR 5 Grant Adams (So,) 


(# Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 


Coach: Tom O'Brien 2001 Record (Big East): 8-4 (4-3) 
Prediction: 3rd Big East ‘Alumni Stadium (45,000) 


NATIONAL 


RANKING 


uncertainty. Fireplug Vinny Ciurciu is the 
man in the middle. The senior led the team 
with 87 tackles in his first season at BC. Josh 
Ote missed three games but still recorded 75 
tackles and had a strong performance in the 
Music City Bowl. O’Brien moved defensive 
back TJ. Stancil and backup quarterback Ray 
Henderson to linebacker to create depth, Red- 
shirt freshman Patrick McShane is undersized 
(6'10", 192) but might play his way into the 
rotation. 

Free safety Ralph Patent initially said would 
not return for his fifth year, but he changed his 
mind and should be back in the starting lineup. 
Strong safety Doug Bessette Finished second on 
the club with 85 tackles. Senior Trevor White 
returns at one cornet; The competition for the 
other corner position will be between Peter 
Shean and redshirt freshmen Nathanael Hassel- 
beck (yes, from that Hasselbeck family), 
Jazamen Williams and Lary Lester. 

Canadian import Sandro Sciortino will be 
the Eagles’ placekicker — if he overcomes 
injury woes. Kevin McMyler is one of the best 
punters in the Big East, Burke will recurn kick- 
offs again after averaging 21.0 yards last season. 
A new punt returner must emerge. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (9) 


26. Tony Gonzalez (Fr) 
5. Grant Adams (So,) 


87. Frank Misurell (St) 
45 Quinton Porter (S0,) 
16 Greg Toal (Jn) 

30 Brandon Brokaw (So) 


93. Philip Metting (So, | 


51 Jerome Ledbetter (St) 
42 Jon Misiewic (Ft) 
+34 Patrick McShane (Fr.) 


Special Teams 
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hen it comes to quarterbacks, coach 
Houston Nutt probably feels like 
someone who's been ordering his 


clothes from the Army, There’s a limited selec- 
tion and one color — green, Things may be 
looking up, though. “I really feel like we've in 
the best shape at quarterback we've been in 
since we've been here,” says Nutt. 

The offense should be improved, the core 


Lawrence Richardson 


ofa proven defense returns and the SEC West 
title is within reach for the Hogs. 
Quarterback Mate Jones is the boy wonder, 
but he only played haif the season. He can run 
the midline option in his sleep and improvise 
effectively, but he must improve his passing, 


wow 


Arkansas returns 102.2 
percent of its rushing pro- 
duction. How? The total was 
,950 yards. Eight players who 
contributed return and two players, 
who combined for minus-43 yards, are 
fone. Remove their negative yardage 
and the total is 1,993 or 102.2 percent. 


Ryan Sorahan has switched schools three 
times in two years and might be ready to drop 
down a division to play right away. Nobody 
can match the arm strength of Tarvatis Jack- 
son. He just needs to get more comfortable. 
Three veteran backs return in Fred Talley, 
Brandon Holmes and Cedric Cobbs, each of 
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Arkansas, orpacks 


whom should keep an eye out for freshman 
De’Arrius Howard, a power back with a speed 
burst. Talley and Holmes run hard between 
the tackles and seem indestructible. Not long 
ago, everybody wondered when Cobbs would 
jump to the NFL. Now everybody wonders 
whether he can recapture the electrifying style 
he showed in 1999. Mark Pierce is a converted 
tailback who provides running and receiving 
skills at fullback. 

A consistent deep threat must 
emerge to take pressure off 
receivers George Wilson and 
Richard Smith, Sparky Hamilton 
has the size and speed to fill the 
big-play role. Inconsistent hands 
have kept him from getting 
there. Coaches hope that by mov- 
ing Decori Birmingham from tail- 
back they've struck gold like LSU 
did with Josh Reed. 

Shawn Andrews is the most tal- 
ented Hog lineman in more than 
a decade, combining a wide body 
and strength with rate quickness 
and flexibility that allow him to 
dominate in run blocking and 
pass protection. Andrews and 
Mark Bokermann form a 
strong 1-2 punch on the right 
side. Center Josh Melton was 
a two-year starter who lost his 
job last season and now has it 
back. Bo Lacy takes over at left 
. Several candidates will 
contend at lef guard, 

Arkansas has signed a slew of defensive | | 
tackles and ends who have been talked up 
but have contributed little. They're needed 
now to team with Jermaine Brooks and 
Raymond House. Brooks, quick and agile 
even at 295 pounds, and House are leaders. 
Jayson Johnson has shown signs of being 
the wide-bodied inside run stuffer that the 
line has lacked, and Arrion Dixon has 
shown he can get off blocks. Throw in 
James Johnson and Justin Scott, and depth 
could solve a lot of the line's problems. 

Elliott Harris takes over at rush end 
with the chance to bolster the pass rush. 

Coaches believe Jeb Huckeba could be 
as good at middle linebacker as his All- 
SEC predecessors. Huckeba has bulked 
up and runs sideline-to-sideline fast 
enough to hunt down tailbacks. 

Overall, the ’b: 
group. All are built around speed and get 
off blocks well, Caleb Miller and Gavin 


Alen Kee 


ackers are an undersized | 
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Walls are interchangeable on the strong side. 
Tony Bua closes fast, sometimes to the point of 
overrunning plays, but coaches wouldn't trade 
his hitting and mean streak, Walls will be used 
as an end in certain passing situations. 

‘The secondary is the strength of the defense. 
Free safety Ken Hamlin draws comparisons to 
former Razorbacks Steve Atwater and Kenoy 
Kennedy. Cornerbacks Lawrence Richardson 
and Ahmad Carroll can cover one-on-one 
effectively. Eddie Jackson, a two-year starter, 
speedster Marvin Jackson and reliable Bo 
Mosley rotate with them. 

Jimmy Beasley and Jimart Gallon could 
end up splicting time at strong safety. 

The abundance of quality defensive backs 
allows Arkansas to play five and sometimes 
six at a time to put more speed on the field. 

A speed injection has given the return units 
a boost, with Marvin Jackson on punt returns 
and Richardson on kickoff returns. 

Richie Butler has become much steadier 
heading into his fourth season as punter. 
Kicker Brennan O’Donohoe missed five of his 
last 11 field goal attempts during the regular 
season and will be pushed by David Carlton, 
who has shown a strong leg but fickle aim. 


Benen Chart 


28 Sparky Hamilton (Sr.) 
50 Jerry Reith (Jr) 
e Nathan Ball (Sr) 
65 Dan Doughty (Jr) 
74 Jim Peters (J) 


| RT 73 Shawn Androws (So.) 76 Jared Hicks (Fr) 
"TE. 86 Jason Peters (So) 
QB 9 Matt Jones (So) 


95 Marcellus Poycras (Sr) 
40 Ryan Sorahan (So) 
ley (Sr) 4. Cede Cobbs Ur) 

5 33 Nok Pare | (60, 7 Brandon Holmes (Ur) 


Defense (7) 


56 Raymond House (Sr) 
House (Sr) 92 Arion Dixon (S0.) 
Brooks (Sr) 93 Jayson Johnson (J) 
'52 Wesley O'Neal (Sr) 
43 Caleb Miller (Jr) 
415 Jeb Huckeba (So) AT Clarke Moore (Ft) 
3 2: Tony Bua a (dr) 21 Lerinezo Robinson (F¥.) 
Lawrence Richardson (J) 3. Marvin Jackson (St) 
‘30 Eddie Jackson (Jr) 
39, Jima Gallon J) 
16 Shelton Parker (Ut) 


"Special feams” 
-K 49 David Carton ($0,) 


PR 3 Marvin Jackson (Sr) 
KR 1 Lawrence Richardson (Jp) 


| Indats ube of ring starters 


aes returing starters 


sad Coach: Houston Nutt 
2002 Prediction: 2nd SEC West 


200% Record (SEC): 7-5 (4-4) 
Razorback Stadium (72,000) 
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ABF Freight System, Inc® 


ABF is one of North America's largest 


and most experienced motor carriers, 


offering direct service to all 50 states, 


nine Canadian provinces and Puerto 


Rico, along with broad service to Mexico. 


Our Internet tools, at abfcom, are the 


best in the industry, allowing you to 


get a price quote, track your Freight. 


retrieve shipping documents and 


much more. And. nobody has a better 


safety record. We were recently 


recognized as the top motor carrier 


both in claims prevention and in 


security by the American Trucking 


Associations — a first in our industry. 


So give us a call at 1-877-ABF-0000 or 


visit abfcom. And find out why we are 


far from your average trucking company. 


Alm Texas A&M 0s 


exas A&M averaged 82,711 fans at 
T home last year, So much for the notion 
that it’s offense that sells tickets. 

A&M's defense played at a championship 
level, but the Aggies’ offense was often as dis- 
mal as the defense was dominating. “We 
absolutely must be better and more consistent 
offensively,” says quarterback Mark Farris, 

Tf the Aggies can climb in total offense, the 


= 
Sammy Davis 


A&M defense should be quite capable of 
placing this program back in the Top 25. 

Fartis enters his senior season near the top 
of A&M's career passing lists. But after strug- 
gling toward the end of last season, he may 
also be on a shorter leash. 


The Aggies scored 220 

points in 2001. It was the 

lowest point production by 
A&M since 1983. 


Farris has a quick release, but hasn't shown a 
propensity to make things happen on the run. 
‘That seems to be the direction the offense is 
heading under coordinator Dino Babers, who 
played a major role in recruiting highly touted 
true freshman Reggie McNeal. 

A year ago, running back was an area of 
concern, But that was before Derek Farmer 
burst onto the scene. Displaying tremendous 
power and outstanding speed, Farmer 
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brought back memories of former A&M star 
Rodney Thomas with his bullish style, 

There's no shortage of talent behind 
Farmer, Oschlor Flemming and the speedy 
Dwain Goynes provide quality depth at tail 
back, while senior Joe Weber, a former tail- 
back, has bulked into a solid fullback. Keith 
Joseph will also receive a chance at fullback 
after playing tailback last season. 

Perhaps the most pleasant sur- 
prise last season was the emer- 
gence of wideouts Jamar Taylor 
and Terrence Murphy, Taylor is a 
physical receiver who can go 
across the middle or take defend- 
ets down with crushing blocks. 
The same could be said of Mur- 
phy, a game-breaker who led the 
team with 14.4 yards per catch, 

The receiving corps will be bol- 
stered by the return of Bethel 
Johnson, who had surgery to 
remove his spleen following an 
injury in the Aggies’ second game. 

‘The potential glaring weakness 
on offense is at tight end. Former 
defensive lineman Thomas Car- 
riget did an admirable job 
blocking last year. But even if 
Carriger pans out, depth is 
still a concern, 

I's questionable whether 
there are enough difference- 
makers up front to make sig- 
nificant strides offensively, 
All-America center Seth McKinney is 
gone, leaving only sophomore tackle Jami 
Hightower as a dominant blocker. André 
Brooks, Taylor Whitley and Billy Yates are 
all solid linemen, and Geoff Hangartner is 
promising prospect to replace McKinney. 
But this is not an overpowering unit. 

Senior Ty Warten can play either nose 
guard or defensive end, He can also dom- 
inate opponents at either position, War- 
ren combines an imposing mixture of 
power and quickness, Marcus Jasmin and 
Linnis Smith are certainly capable of 
destruction as well. Warren, Jasmin and 
Smith could form one of the most formi- 
dable three-man fronts in college football. 
‘The problem for the Aggies is depth. 

Jarrod Penright is quickly emerging as 
the next great outside linebacker in the 
Wrecking Crew lineage. Ferociously 
physical, Penright led the Aggies with 
10.5 sacks and 19 tackles for a loss. 

On the other side, the Aggies hope one 


rns Covatia 


WR 5 Terrence Murphy (So.) 9 Bethel Johnson (Sr) 
WR 2 Jamaat Taylor (Jt) 
RT 65 André Brooks (Jr) 

RG 51 Taylor Whitley (St) 
© 66 Geoff Hangartner So.) 
LG 72 Billy Yates (Sr) 
“LT 75 Jami Hightower (S0,) 
‘TE 98 Thomas Carriger (So,) 


QB 40 Mark Farris (Sr.) 18 Dustin Long (So.) 

FB 28 Joe Weber (St) 34. Keith Joseph (So,) 

RB 1 Derek Farmer (So,) 32. Oschlor Flemming (Jn) 
Defense (7) 


DE 94 Ty Warren (Sr) 

NG 91 Marcus Jasmin (So.) 
DE 88 Linnis Smith (Jr) 

LB 27 Jesse Hunnicut (Sr) 
LB 45 Jared Mortis (Jn) 
‘LB 47 Brian Gamble (St.) 
‘LB 43 Jarrod Penright (Sr) 


CB 31 Sean Weston (J) 11 Byron Jones (So.) 
CB 22 Sammy Davis (Sr) 23 Ronald Jones (Fr) 
FS. 14 Dawon Gentry (ir) 36. Jaxson Appel (Fc) 


SS_ 8 Terrence Kiel (Sr) 
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of their top prospects — Randall Webb, Bran- 
don Johnson or Jesse Hunnicutt — will enjoy 
a breakout season as Penright did last year. 

On the inside, Brian Gamble, one of the 
team’s emotional leaders, and Jared Morris are 
solid run-stoppers. But here again, depth is a 
major concern. 

The strength of this team is probably the sec- 
ondary, Senior comerback Sammy Davis is a 
lockdown coverage specialist who is rarely 
tested. On the other side, Sean Weston is a solid 
cover man, but he will be pushed by Byron 
Jones, hero of the galleryfurniture.com Bowl. 
Hard-hiting safety Terrence Kiel led the Aggies 
with 92 tackles, including a game-saving 
fourth-down stop against Kansas State. Junior 
Dawon Gentry appears to have the inside track 
in replacing Jay Brooks at free safety 

Cody Scates is an extremely dependable — 
and at times exceptional — punter, averaging 
over 40 yards per kick his first two seasons. 
Scates may be even better this year if the bur- 
den of placekicking is lifted. The Aggies are 
counting on — perhaps praying for —imme- 
diate help from true freshman Todd Pegram, 
who converted 18-of-23 attempts in two sea- 
sons at Plano West (Texas) High School. 


epth Chart 
Offense (5) 


3 Terrence Thomas (S0,) 
73. Alan Reuber (1) 

71 Quentin Holman (Ft) 
54, James Mikavch (r) 
50_ John Kirk (ir) 

74 Dominique Steamer (Fr) 
81. Joey Perot (S0.) 


99. David Ross (Fr) 

60. Johnny Jolly (Fc) 

92 Nick Losada (i) 

86 Brandon Johnson (So.) 
55. Randal Webb (So,) 
5 Randall Webb (So,) 
42 Everett Smith (Jr) 


39. Eric Crutchfield (So.) 
Special Teams 

Todd Pegram (Fr) 

P20 Cody Scates (I) 

KR 22 Sammy Davis (Sr) 

PR 14 Dawon Gentry (J) 


(#) Indicates number of retuming starters 
BOLD indicates retuning starters 
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T Texas Tagg raiders 


ikke Leach has compiled a 7-0 non- 
Morven pee eS 

perennial patsies. If he can keep that 
spotless record intact this year, however, the 
Red Raiders deserve their own parade. 

Tech is facing seven bowl participants as 
part of a 13-game regular season. “It’s the 
toughest schedule in the country,” Leach says. 
“We have our work cut out for ourselves.” 


Kliff Kingsbury 


Tech officials are running a “Kliff Kings- 
bury for the Heisman Trophy” campaign. 
Considering his numbers, it’s worth a shot. 


Only three Division |-A 

quarterbacks had more 

passing yards than Kliff 
Kingsbury’s 3,502 in 2001. 


Kingsbury, an accurate passer and hard- 
nosed competitor, has passed for 6,920 yards 
and 46 scores the past two seasons. He has a 
tremendous understanding of the offense, and 
he is making better decisions with every game. 
He also has a firm grip on the leadership reins. 
“There's not another quarterback in the coun- 
try I would want to have leading this team,” 
says receiver Wes Welker. “We all admire how 
much he puts into the football team.” 

The Raiders finished last in the Big 12 in 
rushing offense, but Tech did show some 
slight improvements. Now, the challenge is to 
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continue that upward trend without Ricky 
Williams, who finished as the third-leading 
rusher in school history and led the Big 12 
with 92 receptions last season. Among the 
candidates to assume tailback duties are Tau- 
rean Henderson, who was ineligible his fresh- 
man season, junior college transfer Johnnie 
Mack, and Loliki Bonga-Wanga, who is 
returning from a ruptured Achilles tendon. 
Foy Munlin isa powerful blocker. 
Mack is probably the most like 
Williams in his build, running 
style and ability to catch. 

The receiving corps appears to 
be particularly’ strong. Mickey 
Peters emerged as a tremendous 
possession receiver last season, 
catching 51 passes. The diminu- 
tive duo of Carlos Francis and 
Welker — both of whom are 5'9” 
— displayed some big-play abili- 
ties, Francis led Tech with 703 
receiving yards, while Welker, an 
outstanding punt recurner, led the 
Raiders with five touchdowns. 
Nehemiah Glover displayed a 
knack for making things happen, 
and pethaps the receiver with 
the most promise is Anton 
Paige, a big target with big- 
time potential. The passing 


game should get a boost from we Z oe i) a erect 

re; ‘ ) ite (So, 

lightning-quick: Ivory | wr “1 Anton Paige (Sr.) 6 Nehemiah Glover (S0.) 

McCann, 12th in the nation | wrg2 Carlos Francis (Jr) 7 Trey Haverty (So.) 

in kickoff returns in '01. {7 60 Daniel Loper (So.) 67 Bryan Kegans (Ft) 

Tech allowed 26 sacks last season. Buc | £8 aa ae - sie 
considering the fact that the Raiders | je 72 Rex Richards (Su) 64 Cody anpbel ($0) 
attempted 570 passes, that’s not out- | RT 65 Casey Keck (Je) 69 Jon Rodriguez (So.) 
QB 46 Kiiff Kingsbury (St) 4 BJ. Symons (i) 


landish, The leader of the line is right 
guard Rex Richards, an All-Big 12 candi- 
date who enters this season with 29 career 


FB 19 Taurean Henderson (Ft) 


DE 95 Rodney McKinney (Sr.) 91 Adell Duckett (So.) 
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ney McKinney is a nice complement outside. 

Linebacker Lawrence Flugence is a one-man 
tackling machine in the middle. Quick, aggres- 
sive and intense, Flugence has led the Big 12 in 
tackles the past two seasons. On the outside, 
Mike Smith was a part of the defensive revival 
mid-season, He started eight games and fin- 
ished with 85 tackles, On the other side, Jason 
Wesley is expected to replace veteran Jonathan 
Hawkins. Wesley has plenty of speed. 

The Tech secondary should be solid. Cor- 
netback Ricky Sailor and strong safety Ryan 
Aycock played big roles in the Raiders’ wins 
over Kansas State and Texas A&M. Perhaps 
the most formidable defender in the secondary 
is cornerback Joselio Hanson. The junior col- 
lege transfer broke up a team-high 20 passes 
last year and displayed a knack for the big play. 
BJ. Johnson is the leading candidate to fill the 
void at free safety. 

Punter Clinton Greathouse returns after a 
career-best season in 2001. One of the pleas- 
ant surprises of last season was the perfor- 
mance of walk-on kicker Robert Treece, who 
connected on 12-of-15 field goal attempts. 
McCann and Welker form one of the best 
kick/pune return tandems in the Big 12. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (7) 


24. Johnnie Mack (Jr) 
Defense (9) 


starts. Toby Cecil at left guard and Casey 
Keck at right tackle are solid, while center 
Dylan Gandy and mammoth left tackle 
Daniel Loper are expected to take on full- 
time starting roles. 

Aside from Kingsbury’s passing, the 
defensive front could be the strength of the 
team. Tech recorded 35 sacks last season, 
and much of the credit goes to a front that 
returns all four starters and most of the 
backups. The dominant force up front is 
Aaron Hunt at defensive end. Hunt needs 
just one sack this year to surpass Montae 
Reagor as the school’ all-time leader. Tack- 
les Lamont Anderson, Josh Page and Clay- 
ton Harmon, who has remarkable 
strength, are solid in the middle. And Rod- 


ATHLON® SPorRTs™ 


DT 74 Lamont Anderson (Sr) 95 Rodney Mckinney (Sr) 
DT 74 Clayton Harmon (So.) 97 Josh Page (Sr.) 

DE 9 Aaron Hunt (Sr) 91. Adell Duckett (So.) 

LB 46 Mike Smith (So.) 29 Toby Shain (St) 

LB 51 Lawrence Flugence (St) 35 Geremy Woods (So.) 
LB 30 Jason Wesley (Ir) 94 Lennard Christensen (Sr) 


CB 21 Ricky Sailor (Sr) 25 Tory Mitchel So.) 
CB 12 Joselio Hanson (Sr.) 14 Damian Chandler (S0.) 
‘SS 28 Ryan Aycock (Jr.) 8 Josh Rangel (Jr.) 

FS 20 BJ. Johnson Uc) 11. Marcus Boyd (1) 


Special Teams 


K 32 Robert Treece (Sx) 

P 18 Clinton Greathouse (Sr) 

KR. 36 Wwory McCann (So,) 

PR 27 Wes Walker (Ir) 

(#) indicates number of returning starters 

BOLD indicates returning starters 
Head Coach: Mike Leach 2004 Record (Big 12): 7-5 (4-8) 

Jones SBC Stadium (50,000) 


2002 Prediction: 4th Big 12 South 
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Exide Batteries, quality and dependability for more than 100 years. 
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" Georgia Te§gtiow jackets 


eorgia Tech fans are optimistic enough 

to think their team can contend for an 

ACC title in 2002. Yes, Tech's last four 

head coaches fared poorly in their first two sea- 

sons, but Chan Gailey has the experience — 
and the résumé — to reverse the trend. 

Gailey insists ‘Tech might open with a two- 

quarterback system. A.J. Suggs and Damarius 

Bilbo became co-No, Is in the spring, and 


Greg Gathers 


though Gailey’ recent history as an NFL coor- 
dinator suggests otherwise, he likes the idea of 
opponents doing twice as much preparation, 
He promises to name a starter, though, before 


the Jackets host Vanderbilt Aug, 31. 
in ACC play last season — 


A its worst league mark since 
1996 — but three of the losses 
came by a combined seven points. 


Georgia Tech went 4-4 


Suggs, a junior transfer, has the upper hand 
with his prototypical size, arm strength and 
experience as a four-game starter at Tennessee. 
Though his footwork reminds no one of Joe 
Hamilton, Suggs is no George Godsey, either. 
Bilbo has all the tools; he only lacks experience. 

‘Tony Hollings’ emergence at tailback speaks 
volumes about Tech’ lack of depth at the posi- 
tion, Jermaine Hatch, who earned consider- 
able playing time in the second half of 2000, is 
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still recovering from a torn ACL. He was held 
out of spring contact drills. Sidney Ford has 
605 career yards and will get plenty of snaps 
this fall, but the senior missed the last week of 
spring with injured ribs, An ankle injury side- 
lined Jimmy Dixon the last two weeks, but his 
tendency to fumble is a bigger hindrance. 
Fifth-year senior Gordon Clinkscale brings 
value in his familiarity with the offense, 

Even Kelly Campbell’ depar- 
ture hasn't affected the level of 
quality at wideout. Jonathan 
Smith and Will Glover, both of 
whom have starting experience, 
will share time with Kerry 
Watkins, Nate Curry and Levon 
homas. As a group, Smith, 
Glover and Watkins had 136 
catches for 1,810 yards and 12 
touchdowns last year. John Paul 
Foschi and Will Heller lead a 
group of four tight ends fighting 
to replace Russell Matvay, who 
caught 22 passes in 01. 

Nobody expected. freshman 
Nat Dorsey to start the last 10 
games at offensive tackle and be 
named first-team All-ACC, 
With Leon Robinson recurn- 
ing as the starting left guard, 
the Jackets enter the s 
feeling secure about one s 
© Hugh Reilly, a starter at 
right guard, has moved to 
© center, and Kyle Wallace beat 
out John Bennett for the right tackle job in 
spring. Raymond Roberts-Blake is the 


wR 
wR 


RG 
RT 


F TE 
right guard. QB 
ACC sacks leader Greg Gathers pro- | 


vides a nice anchor at defensive end, Gath- 
ers’ 10-sack season gave him a 
school-career record 30, and he had 18 
tackles for a loss to improve his school 


career mark to 56. The Lombardi Award | DE 44 Tony Hargrove (So.) 50. Hobie Holiday (i) 
candidate is one of nine returning starters | 48 54 Keyaron Fox (Jr) 43 Ather Brown (ir) 
LB 54 Daryl Smith (Jr) 57 Tabugbo Anyans (So,) 


on defense, 

Tech will choose from among Fred 
Wright, Hobie Holiday and ‘Tony Har- 
grove for the starting left end, Wright and 
Holiday both also can play the interior, 
which returns Gary Johnson and Alfied 
Malone as sarters. 

The Jackets have a strong linebacking 
threesome in Daryl Smith, Recardo Wim- 
bush and Keyaron Fox. Wimbush has led 
the team in tackles two of the last three 
years. Smith, a vicious hitter in the middle, 
missed three games and part of another 


cB 


ss 


BOLD 
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LT 70 Nat Dorsey (So.) 
LG 74 Leon Robinson (So.) 
C67 Hugh Rellly (Jn) 


DE 55 Greg Gathers (Sr.) 
DT 96 Gary Johnson (Sr) 
DT 92 Alfred Malone (So.) 


LB 42 Recardo Wimbush (Sr) 59. Matthew Etheridge (Sr) 
CB 29 Marvious Hester (Sr.) 26 Reuben Houston (Ft) 


FS 27 Jeremy Muyres (Sr) 


K 87 Luke Manget (Sr) 
P30 Dan Dyke (Sr) 

KR 44 Kelley Rhino (Sr) 
PR 44 Kelley Rhino (St) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 


Head Coach: Chan Galley 


NATIONAL 


30 


RANKING 


with a dislocated tight elbow. When he 
returned, he was still effective. Fox, the 
defenses most improved player in 2001, will 
share the left side with Ather Brown, whose 
season ended after five games with a broken 
foot. 

‘The Jackets were hoping to have three 
starters returning in the secondary with free 
safety Jeremy Muyres, left cornerback Mar 
ous Hester and strong safety Cory Collins, But 
Collins’ status temains unclear after an on- 
campus incident. If Collins goofs again, ‘Tech 
might take a look at redshirt freshman Reuben 
Houston, a major recruit in 2001. 

Muyres, a starter in 33 consecutive games, 

has 197 career tackles, second only to Wim- 
bush. Muyres and Hester have combined for 
13 interceptions in the last three years, 
Kicker Luke Manget, a two-time All-ACC 
selection, is within 31 extra points of breaking 
the NCAA record of 161 consecutive conver: 
sions, Punter Dan Dyke has yer to distance 
himself from fellow senior Chris Morehouse. 

Kelley Rhino set a conference mark last year 
with 515 pune return yards, ‘True freshman 1- 
Perfection Haris will get an opportunity to 
replace Campbell as kickoff returner 


Depth Char 
Offense (4) 


9 Kerry Watkins (St) 5 Nate Curry (S0,) 

3 Wil Giver (St) 21 Jonathan Smith (Jr) 
78. Garren Findlay (Sr) 

72. Brad Honeycutt x.) 
65. Andy TidveltNeal (So, 
{66 Raymond Roberts Blake (Sr) 62 Clay Hartley Jr) 

77 Kyle Wallace (So.) 76 Salih Besievio (Fr) 
‘89 John Paul Fosch (Jr) 84 Will Heller (St) 

17 A, Suags (i) & Damarius Bilbo (Fr) 
46 Brian Johnson (Ft) 32. Johnathan Jackson (So) 
24 Tony Holings (i) 28 Gordon Clnkscale (Sr) 


Defense (9) 
58 Fred Wright (Sr.) 


95 Reggie Koon (Jr) 
‘94 Travis Parker (Fr) 


23 Jonathan Cox Ir) 1 AbvertPoree Ut) 


4 Cory Collins (Sr.) 22 James Butler (S0,) 


38 Nathan Burton (Jr) 
Special Teams 


indicates retuming starters 


2004 Record (ACO): 8-5 (4-9) 


ace Bobby Dodd Stadium (55,000) 
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s Gary Crowton enters his second sea- 
A: at BYU, one thing is missing 

from his thick playbook: the element 
of surprise. 

Taking over for the legendary LaVell 
Edwards, Crowton revived the Cougar pro- 
gram and shocked Mountain West Confer- 
ence defenses with his variety of offensive 
schemes, formations and plays, BYU led the 


Paul Walkenhorst 


country in scoring and total offense and went 
unbeaten in the conference, even if that feat 
required no fewer than four wild finishes. 

This season will tell whether BYU’s 12-2 
record was mostly the work of departed quar- 
terback Brandon Doman and running back 
Luke Staley, or if Crowton’s approach has 
staying power. 


Quarterback Bret Engemann 

passed for 447 yards in a 

come-from-behind victory at 
Virginia back in 2000. 


Quarterback Bret Engemann returns to the 
starting lineup after spending the last year- 
and-a-half on the sideline watching Doman 
work his magic. Engemann began the 2000 
season as the Cougars’ starter, but he hurt his 
shoulder in the sixth game and has not played 
since, Engemann is big and strong, and the 
coaches were impressed with his ability to 


BYU cars 


read coverages in spring drills. What's more, 
he showed some ability to run the option, 
which was a big part of Doman's game. 

Staley’s decision to turn pro after rushing 
for 1,582 yards and winning the Doak 
Walker Award as a junior was a major blow to 
BYU’ offensive ambitions. The Cougars now 
turn to the talented, but oft-troubled Marcus 
Whalen, who averaged 5.5 yards on his 38 

carries as a freshman in 2000. 

Whalen missed the entire 2001 
campaign because of off-field 
troubles and missed most of the 
spring with injuries. Bur when 
healthy, he has the speed to be 
highly effective in this offense. 

Reno Mahe caught 91 passes 
for 1,211 yards and nine touch- 
downs last season while growing 
into the wide receiver position. A 
running back at BYU in 1999, 
he moved to receiver at a junior 
college in 2000. Andrew Ord, 
Rod Wilkerson and Toby Chris- 
tensen were complementary 
players last season and will have 
plenty of chances in a scheme 
that employs four and five 
receivers at times. 

BYU will rely heavily on 


offensive line, because the 
= interior players are mostly 
new. Quinn Christensen and | ¢ 
Ryan Keele were junior college transfers 
who arrived at BYU in 2001 and are now 
ready to become starters. Keele can play 
center or guard; if he’s at center, Chris- 
tensen and Isaac Herring will join Score 
Jackson in the competition for guard spots. 

The BYU defense took a beating in “01, 
allowing 30 points and 448 yards per 
game. Coordinator Ken Schmidt absorbed 
plenty of criticism, but he’s optimistic 
about improvement with a more varied, 
aggressive scheme that relies on speed. 

The Cougars struggled last season, 
even with two outstanding linemen, 
Ryan Denney and Brett Keisel. And now 
they're gone. The consolation is that Den- 
ney’s brother John is a talented end, and 
CJ. Ah You is back from a knee injury. 
Inside, Jeff Cowart, Ryan Gunderson and 
Ifo Pili should keep improving. JC trans- 
fer Scott Young will also help if he can 
clear up eligibility questions. 

Things could get interesting at line- 


tackles Ben Archibald and Offense (5) 
Dustin Rykert to stabilize the | WR40 Andrew Ord (St) 25 Rod Viterson (So) 
WR 20 Reno Mahe (Sr.) 80 Toby Christensen (Jr.) 


1 79 Dustin Rykert (Sr) 
LG 74 Quinn Christensen (Sr) 


RG 73 Issac Herring (St) 
RT 65 Ben Archibald (Sr) 
TE 89 Spencer Nead (Sr) 
QB 43 Bret Engemann (Ir) 


RB 32 Marcus Whalen (So.) 9 Logan Deans (So.) 
RB 9 Logan Deans (So.) 30 Jared Hamer (So.) 
Defense (6) 


DE 92 John Denney (So) 


NATIONAL 


RANKING 


backer. Schmidt moved Paul Walkenhorst 
from the outside to middle linebacker and 
Levi Madarieta from safety to outside line- 
backer — all in the interest of increasing the 
speed of the defense. Walkenhorst was a 
pleasant surprise as a freshman in 2000 and 
was third on the team in tackles last year. 

Bill Wright and Colby Bockwoldt will 
compete for outside positions. 

Opponents ran and passed with almost 
equal effectiveness against BYU last season, 
but the pass defense was noticeably weak 
when injuries mounted. Schmidt acknowl- 
edges that the Cougars were just not athletic 
enough in the secondary. 

The secondary’s talent level will rise in 
‘August with the arrival of junior college cor- 
nerbacks Walt Williams and James Allen. 
Jecnaro Gilford is solid at one.comer: Aaron 
Francisco, Michael Madsen and Brandon 
Heaney, a starting cornerback last year, give 
Schmidt some choices at the safety positions. 

Matt Payne returns t0 handle the place- 
kicking after making 12-of-17 field goal 
attempts. He also worked on punting in the 
spring, and will compete with junior college 
transfer Tyson Dunham. 


Depth Cha 


78 James Eastman (So.) 
76 Vince Xanthos (i) 
55. Jeff Rhea (Fr) 

64 Scott Jackson (J) 
51 Hanale Vincent (So) 
42 Gabyiel Reid (St) 

14 Todd Mortensen (So.) 


59 Ryan Keele (Sr) 


87 Brandon Stephens (So.) 
‘98. Nathan Kolbaba (So.) 
56 Ryan Gunderson (Jr) 


DT 95 Ifo Pili (Jr.) 

DT 94 Jeff Cowart (Sr) 

DE 91 CJ. Ah You (So) 49. Brady Poppinga (S0,) 

LB 53 Bil Wight (i) 7 Levi Madarieta (Jr) 

LB 47 Paul Walkenhorst (Jr) 44. Mike Tanner (Jc) 

LB 46 Colby Bockwoidt (J:) 39. Bryant Atkinson (Fr) 

CB 4 Jemaro Gilford (Jr) 22 Micah Alba (So) 

CB 23 O'Neil Howell (Fr) 25 Mike Sumo (Sr) 

$$ 43 Micheel Madsen (Jc) 34 Brandon Heaney (Jt) 

FS 33 Aaron Frncisco So.) 3_ Joshua Brandon (Sr) 
Special Teams 

K 38 Matt Payne (So.) 

P. 24 Tyson Dunham (i) 

KR 20 Reno Mahe (St) 

PR 80 Toby Christensen (Jc) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
‘BOLD indicates returning starters 
Head Coach: Gary Crowton 2004 Record (MWC): 12-2 (7-0) 


LaVell Edwards Stadium (85,000) 


2002 Prediction: 2nd MWC 
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Tuscaloosa. The Alabama program was hit 
with severe sanctions by the NCAA for vio- 
lations under former head coach Mike 
DuBose, For the program to have crumbled 
under the penalties would not have been a sur- 
prise. But expectations will be high when Den- 


I wasnt the best of off-seasons in 


nis Franchione’s team lines up to play Middle 
‘Tennessee on Aug. 31 at Legion Field. 


Tyler Watts 


“We're going to make the most out of every 


game,” quarter 
direct our frus 
and no one else. 


» 


Watts returns for his final season, but Bama 
fans, not known for their patience, are clamor- 
ing for phenom Brodie Croyle, who poss 
the best arm on the team and has all the tools 
to bea great one. Watts has the edge in experi- 
ence and understands what Franchione wants. 
So, at least for now, Watts is in charge. 

Senior Ahmaad Galloway and junior Santo- 
nio Beard have such a firm hold on the tailback 
position that Franchione and his staff created 
an A-back position to help speedy Ray Hud- 
son and shifty Shaud Williams find a place to 
play. Galloway and Beard, who combined for 


k Tyler Watts says. “We'll 
tions toward the other team 


Alabama played just one true 
freshman in 2001, defensive 
end Todd Bates. 
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Alabama,con tide 


1,514 yards and 10 touchdowns last season, 
will get the bulk of the carries. Beard has 
always been a big-play threat, but he’s become 
a more complete back. One of the keys to the 
offense will be how well Williams and Hudson 
fit into the Crimson Tide scheme. 

Fullback Donnie Lowe was a devastating 
lead blocker last year, but his role could expand 
with the creation of the W position, a combi- 
nation of fullback and tight end. 

No offensive area concerns the 
Tide coaching staff more than the 
wide receiver position. Antonio 
Carter and Sam Collins have 
proven to be solid contributors, 
But Carter will need academic 
work during the summer to 
remain eligible. Collins was held 
out of contact during spring prac- 
tice because of shoulder surgery. 

Tight ends 
Clint Johnston also will be heavily 
involved in the passing game. 
Sanders could be especially effec- 
tive with his speed. 

Tackles Wesley Britt and Evan 
Mathis and guard Justin Smiley 
are no longer inexperienced 
starters. That alone makes the 
offensive front better than a 
year ago. With center Alonzo 
Ephraim and guard Marico 
Portis also returning, the Tide 
welcomes back its starting | 
unit intac 
No team in the SEC has a better defen- 
sive line than Alabama. Tackle Jarret John- | 
son and end Kindal Moorehead are 
two-time All-SEC choices, nosetackle 
Kenny King is a three-year starter and 
Nautyn McKay-Loescher is a bundle of 


Courtiana Richards 


energy atthe other end. Br 86 lanes Jonron Sr) 
NT 58 Ki (Si 


Antwan Odom, Anthony Bryant and 
Gerard Clark can provide quality depth. 
Odom, who bulked up from 247 to 279 
pounds, is a future star at end. 

Middle linebacker Saleem Rasheed left a | 
year early in search of an NFL job. That 
wont be a problem if redshirt freshman 
Freddie Roach lives up to expectations. | 

Roach has prototype size and sideline- 
to-sideline speed. But he hasn't played a ie 
down of college football. His learning 
curve will be made easier with the presence 
of returning starters at strong-side line- 
backer (Cornelius Wortham) and rover 
(Brooks Daniels). The Tide also has depth 
thanks to successful spring experiments by 


fo Justin Smiley (So.) 


tees ) 29, Aman Calo Ce ‘Santonio Beard (I) 
/FB*49, Donnie t Lowe (J Nic 


FS. 20 Chas Jones Ur 
‘88 24 Waine Bacon (Sr. 
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Marvin Brown (fullback to middle linebacker) 
and Mark Anderson (defensive end to strong- 
side linebacker) and the arrival of junior col- 
lege All-American Dertick Pope. 

The Tide was eighth in the conference in 
pass defense last season, Things will be better 
this year, Gerald Dixon and Hirchel Bolden 
are returning starters at comerback, bue they 
might not be able to hold off Anthony Madi- 
son and Charlie Peprah. Madison may be the 
team’s best cover comer and Peprah is probably 
the most physical player at that position. 
David Scott could also figure in the mix. 

Waine Bacon returns as the starter at strong 
safety, and Charles Jones emerged from spring 
practice as the starter at free safety. But redshire 
freshman Roman Harper is making a push at 
the free safety position. 

Lane Bearden will punt for the third con- 
secutive season and handle the kickoff duties. 
Mike McLaughlin, Brian Bostick and Michael 
Ziifle are competing to replace steady Neal 
Thomasat placekicker, McLaughlin is the lone 
scholarship placekicker on the team. 

Diminutive Brandon Brooks (5'4", 162) 
could prove to be an exciting returner along, 
with Carter, Hudson and Williams. 


Depth Chart 


9 
"84 THandos Luke (Ur) 
37 Joe! Bobb (S¢) 
39. Lance Taylor (Jt) 
75. Atlas Herron (St) 
‘79 Danny Martz (So,) 
74 J.B. Closner (Fr) 


aim (St 
ti no 


88 int onnsion fF) 
12 Brode Cove (Fr) 


Signaigo (So.) 


(Jn) 45 Juke King (Fr.) 
4 ison av (0) 
Madison (Ft) 


-o5pecial Teams 


a) 


ter (Sr. 
PR 2 ie Carter te 


pbanese ees rari ant 
}OLD indicates retuming starters 


sitions represent Aabama's mutple famations. 
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Increased Male Potency 
Guaranteed! 


EnerX - an all-natural herbal supplement to enhance sexual energy and performance. 


A GIANT BOOST OF MALE VIRILITY...AT ANY AGE! 


odern technology and ancient herbal science has come up with a product that battles and wins the fight for 
ity. Now, millions of active American men have a safer, natural, more affordable alternative to pre- 

scription drugs when they want to enhance strength, stamina, performance and an extra burst of energy. 

EnerX, an all-natural herbal supplement, contains ingredients to enhance sexual energy and performance when 

taken on a regular basis. 

HERE’S WHAT MEN & WOMEN ARE SAYING: 

People across the nation have been raving about their unbelievable results, using phrases like:“...new found energy”, 

and”...feel like youre back in high school when girls were the only thing on your mind", and“EnerX can give you the Strength 

and Stamina you've never had before.” 

A BURST OF ENERGY AT CRITICAL MOMENTS 

EnerX stimulates sexual energy by expanding blood vessels causing increased blood flow to specific areas of the body. 

Men are amazed that with EnerX they can actually feel the increase of energy and confidence. 

‘WE GUARANTEE IT! 

EnerX will enhance your male virility. Guaranteed results or send back for a full product refund. 30 day, 

money back guarantee ! 


Call now and ask how you can get is From Our Many Safed Cut 


a 30 day supply of EnerX Free! [- ‘ar whoe im df Teas mor eng. Thee | 
—< ‘more lovemaking. EnerX is great = Georgiann T, 


Fast Service Call Toll Free... Afier being married for over 25 years, love making wasn't 
the same... The desire was gone...but after taking EnerX, [felt 
[EOS SL0 Ob A298 ee ne 
= "I can't believe the new man 1 am. At $8, I have the drive 


24 hours a day ~ 7 days a week when 1 was 18 and 28, 1 found what was missing the last 10 
we accept checks by phone! years. We both lave it! -Bobbie S. 


ow she can increase her breast size with cup Also, breast enlargment occured 
N* #1 selling breast formula in without weight gain in other parts of the body! 
America! Bloussant Breast Enhancing — {magine how great it will be to get increased 
Tablets increases her breast size, firmness and eleavage and to gain back the firmness she had 
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were to just live with small breasts, use arti Peer ha her Gonkidence iereinill coal 
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ie 
a : 
about Bloussant™, an all-natural herbal 6.1) oroduct refimnd. 60 day money back guarantee! 
breast enhancement tablet that increases 


ct stline in just ‘ks, dt ~ 
Ga Fp eR Call now and ask how you 
ACLINEAE STUDY SUOWS 1 can get a 30 day supply of 


An independent double blind clinical study 3 n 
“clearly showed significant breast augmen- Bloussant™ absolutely free! 


tation... compared to the placebo. Breast For Fast Service Call Toll Free... 
volume, bustline, breast width, breast cir- 

cumference and breast length were all sig- 1-888-295-7119 
nificantly increased.” s 24 hours a day - 7 days a week / we accept checks by phone! 
showed an average increase of 2 cuy Fr 


| Actual Testimonials From Many Of Our Satisfied Customers: | 


| “1 increased my bust sce from a B to a C with the clear 
cage... just incredible what this product can do for you 1 


feel more beautiful and sexier than ever." _—Kim Crunpl 


“Lave more self esteem, more confidence when I'm wear- | 
inga swimming suit. Fwould recommend Bloussant to any 


‘one because its done very positive things for me 
| one because its done very positive things fo ~ tomy | 


‘Trust sax, your ad did what you promised. Tam very 
Inappy, and so is my husband Twill let all my friends know 
all abou this product Sharon J 
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bes UCLA ins 


ne year after the ultimate collapse, a 
new generation of UCLA Bruins is 
charged with putting this team back 


together. Decorated seniors are being 


replaced by acclaimed underclassmen. Pro 
prospects are being replaced by hardscrabble 
team players. And talented skill players are 
being overshadowed by linemen. 

“We might not have as many stars,” UCLA 


Ricky Manning, Jr. 


coach Bob Toledo says, “but we've learned 
that sometimes, you can have too many good 
players and not be a good team.” 

Toledo was so disappointed with the on- and 
off-field conduct of his starting quarterback last 
season that he decided to open competition for 
the job. Even though Cory Paus threw for 
2,154 yards as a sophomore, he’ regressed ever 
since. Last year, Paus suffered from a bruised 
thumb, didn't make enough mid-range passes 
and made too many headlines with a pair of 


alcohol-related traffic arrests. 
UCLA has won just two games 
in the month of November over 
the past three years. 


Tn order to regain his starting position, 
Paus will have to beat out redshirt freshman 
John Sciarra and true freshmen Matt Moore 
and Drew Olson. Although Paus is ahead of 
the field in terms of experience, Moore is 
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probably the most athletic of the lor. 

The Bruins will try to replace former Heis- 
man Trophy candidate DeShaun Foster with 
an entire committee. 

While sophomore Manuel White is bulky 
enough to pound defenses in short-yardage 
situations, redshirt freshman Tyler Ebell is 
quick enough to make big plays, especially 
on third down. Akil Harris will carry most 
of Foster's load. Harris, nick- 
named “Cadillac,” is both 
smooth and durable, running 
between the tackles and also get- 
ting around the end. He proba- 
bly won't dazzle quite like his 
predecessor, but Harris will 
enjoy plenty of help. 

After a successful but injury- 

plagued 2001 season, receiver 
Tab Perry is ready to break out as 
one of the Pac-10’s primary play- 
makers with his surprising size 
and speed. Perry's best friend, 
Craig Bragg, is a perfect comple- 
ment on the other side. Bragg is 
even faster than Perry, and 
UCLA invents all sorts of cre- 
ative ways to get him the 
ball. The Bruins can also call 
on possession receiver Ryan 
Smith. The wideouts will 
have to fight for balls with 
tight end Mike Seidman, one 
of the most reliable pass 
catchers on the team. 
UCLA will probably enjoy its best 
blocking in the past four years. With 
tackle Mike Saffer anchoring a group 
that includes guard Eyoseph Efseaff and 
tackle Bryce Bohlander, the Bruins are 
talented and experienced enough to pro- 
tect their quarterback and boost their 
tailbacks. This unit lost only center Troy 
Danoff, and UCLA will fill that spot 
with either John Ream or freshman Mike 
McCloskey. 

When UCLA was torn apart by injuries 
two years ago, the Bruins were forced to 
find a handful of backup defensive line- 
men to step in. Many of those reserves, 
underclassmen at the time, will be | 
counted on this season. Junior Rodney 
Leisle has become one of the best tackles 
in the Pac-10. The other tackle position | 
will be occupied by three qualified candi- 
dares — Sean Phillips, Steve Morgan and 
junior college standout Ryan. Boschett 
‘The Bruins are so deep up front that they 
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have a set of twins, Mat and Dave Ball, play- 
ing different defensive end positions. 

Marcus Reese has waited three years for his 
turn to start at middle linebacker. Reese has 
tremendous speed, but he must get more 
physical and become the dominant tackler on 
defense. Strong-side "backer Brandon Chillar 
solidified his spot at the end of last season, 
when he showed that he can cover running 
backs and also apply pressure in the backfield. 
Audie Attar is the front-runner for the third 
linebacker spot. 

The UCLA secondary is composed of two 
exclamation points and two question marks. 
Cornerbacks Matt Ware and Ricky Man- 
ning, Jr. are arguably the two best players on 
the team and among the best in the confer- 
ence. Ware had the most interceptions of any 
freshman in UCLA history last year and 
Manning is a two-time All-Pac-10 selection. 
Ware got a look at free safety during spring 
practice and will stay there for the 2002 sea- 
son if another cornerback emerges. Sopho- 
more Ben Emanuel will start at strong safety. 

Nate Fikse and Chris Griffith, paired 
together for the third year in a row, comprise 
the best kicking tandem in the Pac-10. 


Depth Chart 


Offense (6) 
($0) 2 Ryan Smith (ie) 
)Bohlander St.) 70. Matt Moseber (Ft) 


“35. Asi Foo Ut) 

75 Ryan Boschetti (Ir) 
‘98 Sean Philips (Sr) 
‘94 Rusty Wiliams (Sc) 


2001 Record (Pac0}; 7-4 (4-8) 
Rose Bow (91,500) 
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The Gourman Report 


Authoritative and Accurate 
A standard reference work for students, business executives, personnel departments 


THE GOURMAN REPORT 
A Rating of Graduate and Professional 
Programs in American & International Universities 
Ninth Edition * Dr. Jack Gourman 


The Gourman Report uses 30 criteria to evaluate advanced 
educational programs, including curricula, administration and 
facilities. Law, MBA, Medicine and International Universities are 
rated. 

The data is organized so that educators, administrators, corpo- 
rations, students and licensing authorities can locate informa- 
tion quickly and efficiently. 


Appr. 300 pages ISBN: 0-918192-19-6 $21.95 


Today’s schools are in a constant state of flux from the forces of 
budget constraints and technological advances. What would have 
been a student's first choice just a few years ago may not be applica- 
ble today. A top rating in one curriculum does not guarantee a top 
rating in another. 

Continually re-evaluated, The Gourman Report is the most up-to- 
date guide of its kind. Education and its cost are too important not 
to know what schools are currently providing. 

If you need to know the best schools, here is the best way to find 
them. 


The Gourman Report evaluated and ranked all NCAA 
Intercollegiate Football 2002 Division I, I-A and I-AA schools. For 
this report, two hundred thirty six schools with scores in the 
1.00 - 4,95 range were ranked in order. The report is based on multi- 
dimensional criteria. 


Rating Categories Numerical Range 
Goodin eta cine ari acc tela icons ne ae 4,70-4.95 
Acceptable Plus. 4.40-4.69 
Acceptable 3.60-3.85 
Marginal . wa eee ede ene 4 -2i00-2.98 
Gis Ube niin) ace conn soaan io anoen sor 1.00-1.99 


The overemphasis and the abuse of intercollegiate athletics have 
plagued higher education for many decades. In spite of fulminations 
of faculty members and administrators, in spite of “sanity codes” and 
other attempted reforms, the evil persists. 

The Gourman Report adopted a comprehensive agenda and set 
priorities for the study of collegiate athletics, An institutional file for 
all colleges and universities participating in athletics was created. In 
addition, The Gourman Report has collected massive amounts of 
information and has a consistent database that permits unit cost 
comparison (100% respondent rate). 


and educators across the country 


Forthcoming Books 


THE GOURMAN REPORT 
A Rating of Undergraduate Programs 
in American & International Universities 
Eleventh Edition + Dr. Jack Gourman 


This is the only guide to American and international institu- 
tions of higher education that evaluates the strengths and weak- 
nesses of each school and program, assigning each a precise 
numerical score. It is indispensable to college-age students, their 
parents and counselors, offering up-to-date statistical tables that 
identify the top undergraduate programs in more than 150 sepa- 
rate fields including academic-athletic balance. 

Appr. 400 pages ISBN: 0-918192-18-8 $21.95 


Dr. Jack Gourman, former Professor of Political Science and CEO, 
has been preparing assessments of education for over 30 years and 
has authored numerous books on the subject. He is the leading inter- 
national authority on the assessment of higher education and inter- 
collegiate athletics. He is consultant to several major corporations, 
institutions and governmental agencies on educational problems. 

National Education Standards’ prime function is the evaluation of 
the effectiveness of higher education in the United States and 
throughout the world, 


Gourman Rating - Top 20 
Academic ~ Athletic Balance 


1. Yale .. 11. Northwestern. 

2, Cornell . 12 Notre Dame . 

3, Harvard . 13, Michigan . 

4. Princeton .. 14 =UCLA. 

5, Pennsylvania . 15. Rice 

6. Dartmouth 16, US Military Academy . 

7. Columbia . 17. Vanderbilt ..... 

8. Brown 18. US Naval Academy . 

9, Stanford 19, Virginia (Charlottesville) 4.60 
IOS Duker - 55 25+45<- 20 Colgate’ 7-24 ener se 455 


National Education Standards 
600 Wilshire Boulevard + Suite 1200 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 + (213) 426-6569 
Our E-Mail Address -www.thegourmanreport.com 
Director of Research Dr, Jack Gourman 
Assistant Editor Paul G. Gourman 
Administrative Staff -Deborah A. Gourman 


Note: Due to lack of space, itis not possible to name several reporters, 
foreign and national correspondents. 
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ILLINOIS ilinof es hting illini 


llinois coach Ron Turner has a lot on his 
mind, but one thought stands out above 
all others: Who will be his quarterback in 


2002? Not since 1999 has Turner had this 
problem. Kurt Kittner guided the team to 
two bowl games in three years, but he’s gone, 
leaving Turner with a couple of young and 
inexperienced options. 

The two players looking to replace Kittner 


. 
Antoineo Harris 


are last year’s No. 2 Dustin Ward and Towa 
transfer Jon Beurjer. Ward has served as Kit- 
tner’s relief the last two seasons and will ben- 


efit from his increased understanding of 


‘Turner's sophisticated pro-style offense. Ward 
completed 20-of-37 passes for 246 yards in 
his only career start, a 61-23 loss to North- 


western in 2000. 
»Y Wisconsin and Penn State — 
for the first time since 1994. 
The Illini won both games en route 
to a 6-0 home record. 


Illinois sold out two games — 


Beutjer enters the equation with more 
game experience, but not in the Illinois sys- 
tem. The junior was a four-game starter at 
Towa in 2000, completing 61.6 percent of his 
passes during that time. 

For the last three seasons, Illinois has split 
the running back position between the nim- 


108 


ble Rocky Harvey and the burly Antoineo 
Haris. This season, with Harvey gone, Har- 
ris will try his hand as the primary back. The 
powerful 221-pound runner led the team in 
rushing last year with 626 yards despite miss- 
ing two games with a broken hand. He con- 
tributed six touchdowns, including three in 
the season opener against California. 

A very talented, experienced group of 
rs returns for the Illini, 
including starters Brandon Lloyd 
and Walter Young and top 
reserves Greg Lewis and Aaron 
Moorehead. 

In 2001, Lloyd led the group 
with 1,006 yards receiving, mak- 
ing him only the third Illinois 
receiver to top the 1,000-yard 
mark in a single season. 

Actight end the Illini will have 
to replace four-year letterwinner 
and two-year starter Brian 
Hodges. Looking to jump into 
that role will be sophomore 
Anthony McClellan and junior 
Kenny Boyle, 

Tony Pashos, the returning 
tight tackle, was a first-team 
all-conference pick last sea- 
son and will anchor the 
offensive line. He has started 
35 consecutive games and 
could become the all-time 

art leader with 11 this sea- 
son. The other two returning 
starters are left tackle Sean Bubin and 
sophomore right guard Patrick Babcock. 

Looking to fill the spaces left by the 
departure of All-Big Ten performers Luke 
Butkus and Jay Kulaga will be sophomore 
Duke Preston and senior James Brown at 
center, and senior Dave Diehl at left 
guard. 

Senior tackle Brett Kautter and sunior 1 D 
end Mike O'Brien are the two starters 
returning along the defensive line. The 
two starters being replaced, Brandon 
Moore and Terrell Ws ashington, com- 
bined for 91 tackles, nine cals and 18 | ¢ 
quarterback hurries. Derrick Strong and 
Jemari Perry will be competing for the | 
open end position, while Jeff Ruffin and 
Jamie Hanton are battling to start at 
tackle. 

The linebacking crew remains intact 
with starters Jerry Schumacher, Ty Myers 
and Joe Bevis returning. Schumacher, a 
starter the past two years, is the seasoned 
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veteran of the group. He moved from the 
outside to middle linebacker last season and 
led the team in tackles with 115 and earned 
second-team All-Big Ten honors. Myers 
secured the Illini’s win at Ohio State with two 
interceptions in the final five minutes. Bevis, 
the final returning starter, recorded 69 tackles 
in 2001. 

Illinois heads into 2002 with one of the 
strongest cornerback units in the country. 
During the 2001 season, All-American 
Eugene Wilson led the nation with 30 passes 
broken up and fellow starter Christian Mor- 
ton had the nation’s second-highest total 
with 26, 

Ac safety, the outlook is not as promising 
due to the loss of seniors Bobby Jackson and 
Muhammad Abdullah. Juniors Jamaal Clark 
and Marc Jackson — Bobby's younger 
brother — and sophomores Kevin Anderson 
and Taman Jordan will be in the mix during 
preseason camp for the two safety spots. 

Junior Peter Christofilakos, one of three 
placekickers used by Illinois last year, is the 
favorite to land the job this year. He hit 12- 
of-13 field goals from inside ‘40 yards and all 
25 extra point attempts. 


Depth Chart 


se (7) 
‘86 Aaron Moorehead (Sr) 
‘72. Kyle Schnettgoecke (Ft.) 
‘71 Bryan Koch (So.) 
68 James Brown (Sr) 

ck (S0.) 60 fan Hes) 
76 Clark Colins (S0,) 


(sr 
(Un) 


94 Jemar Perry) 
91 Charles Gilstrap (i) 
92 Jamie Hanton (Sr) 

65. Brian Schaefering (So.) 


27 Ty Myers (dn) 

414 Nana Agjeman (i) 
9 Jamaal Clark (J) 1. Mare Jackson Un.) 
46 Kevin Anderson (So.) 


Special Teams 


2001 Record (Big Ten}: 10-2 (7-1) 
Memorial Stadium (70,800) 
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Ss Oregon State..ycrs 


ennis Erickson’ goal is quite clear as he 

D embarks on his fourth year at Oregon 

State, He must erase the vestiges of a 

5-6 season when a team that some predicted 

for greatness never recovered after a 1-3 start 

that doomed Erickson to only his second los- 
ing season as a college head coach. 

“Our expectations every year are to compete 

for the conference championship and to go to a 


vr 


Dennis Weathersby 


bowl game, and that will never change,” he 
says. With eight defensive starters returning, a 
hose of promising offensive threats and a not- 
too-taxing schedule that includes seven home 
games, Erickson should find himself returning 
to familiar territory this December. 


Tailback Steven Jackson 

averaged 5.3 yards per 

carry as a true freshman 
backup and had his best games 
against UCLA, USC and Washington. 


Whoever starts at quarterback will be big- 
ger and more athletic than predecessor 
Jonathan Smith. The key will be how quickly 
either Derek Anderson or Shayne House 
learns the system, which was Smith's forte. 

Anderson has a great arm, and his stature 
(6'6", 234) gives him a good view of the field, 
but as expected he sometimes seemed. over- 

matched in brief appearances as a true fresh 


man. House is also tall (6'5", 227) with excel- 
lent speed and athleticism and has been in the 
system for three years, but he’s been slowed by 
an injured shoulder the past wo falls and has 
yet to prove he can stay healthy. 

The Beavers believe Steven Jackson can be 
one of the greatest backs in school history. He 
must show he can carry the load in Erickson’s 
one-back attack, because his backups are green. 
Jackson has size (6'1", 226) and 
breakaway speed. He also returns 
kickoffs and had five runs or 
returns of 28 yards or more. 

Five players with 16 or more 

receptions are back, led by phys- 
ical, speedy slotback James New- 
son. He went from troubled 
freshman to star sophomore with 
a breakout season (57 catches, 
968 yards) that established him 
as one of the Pac-10's premier 
receivers. Slotback Cole Clasen 
was solid after cracking the lineup 
midway though the year; he 
caught almost everything thrown 
his way. Split ends Shawn Kint- 
ner, George Gillett and Josh 
Hawkins have been inconsis- 
tent; Hawkins is the fastest. 
Erickson likes his two-tight 
end set, so improvement is 
paramount from Tim Euhus, 
a better receiver than blocker, 
and Jermaine Jackson, a better 
blocker than receiver. 
After struggling early in their first year 
as starters, left tackle Lee Davis, left guard 
Mike Kuykendall and right guard Kanan 
Sanchez were solid by November and the 
offense showed a corresponding increase 
in productivity. They should be better the 
second time around. Major question 
marks include how center Matt Brock and 
whoever plays right tackle step in and 
replace Chris Gibson and Vincent San- 
doval, the Beavers’ best linemen in 2001. 

The defensive line could be the 
Beavers’ strongest area, anchored inside 
by Eric Manning and Dwan Edwards. 
Both can stop the run and are also fast 
enough to chase the quarterback. Ends 
Noah Happe (6'5", 237) and Dan Roth- 
well (6'7", 259) are quick bur not espe- 
cially big and sometimes get outmuscled. 

Defensive line coach Michael Gray sub- 
stitutes liberally so backups Bill Swancutt 

(left end), Alvin Steen (left end), James 
Lee (right tackle) and Jayson Jean-Baptiste 


Peter Brouilet 
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(right end) figure prominently as well. 

Linebackers Richard Seigler and Nick Bar- 
nett earned postseason Pac-10 honors. They 
are big hitcers who can quickly fill a gap with 
authority and drop into coverage. Either Erik 
Tuma, Seth Lacey or Jason Lowe must fill the 
void created by the departure of three-year 
starter James Allen. 

Dennis Weathersby might be the Pac-10's 
best cornerback. Counterpart Terrell Roberts 
had a good first year as a starter after recover- 
ing from an early hand injury. They can cover 
‘one-on-one, freeing up the safeties for run 
support. Free safety Mitch Meeuwsen had 
seven takeaways, and junior college transfers 
Brandon Catenese and Lawrence Turner are 
expected to make immediate contributions. 

A late-season stump by 2001 all-league 
placekicker Ryan Cesca opened the door for 
backup Kirk Yliniemi, giving the Beavers two 
experienced kickers. Punter Carl Tobey was 
adequate as a first-year starter but needs to 
develop more hang time to offset his unspec- 
tacular 39.2-yard average. 

Jackson returned some kickoffs and had an 
89-yard TD against Northern Arizona. An 
upgrade is necessary on punt returns. 


Depth Chart 


‘Shay Kinet (Sr) 
_2 Kenny Farley (it) 
+62 Brian Kilkenny Ur.) 
an all (St) 66 ‘Matt Davis Ur.) 
c Lose: 


“87 Jermaine Jackson (Sr) 
(S0.) 16 Shayne House (Jr) } 


49 Seth Trimmer (St) 
Defense (8) 
AT Jayson Jean-Baptiste (Jr) 

64 James Lee (Sr.) 
95 Henry Anderson (Fr.) 
90 Bill Swancutt (So.) 
22 Jason Jacobs (J) 

40 Jonathan Pollard (So.) 
50 Seth Lacey (So.) 

8 Atic Wiliams (So.) 


K 41 Ryan Cesca (Sr) 
P48 Carl Tobey (Ir) 
KR 33 Steven Jackson (So.) 


Stadium (35,362) 
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‘OWflawkeyes 


wo decades after helping Hayden Fry 

rebuild the Iowa football program, Kirk 

Ferentz. is leading his own Hawkeye 
resurgence. 

Towa has been on a slow but steady rise back 
to respectability since Ferentz replaced Fry, 
who retired following a 3-8 season in 1998, 
After winning just one game in 1999 and three 
in 2000, the Hawkeyes climbed to 7-5 last 


Bob Sanders 


season, which culminated with a 19-16 vic- 
tory over Texas Tech in the Alamo Bowl. 

Brad Banks beat out Nathan Chandler in the 
spring in a battle of former junior college 
for the starting assignment at quarterback. 
Banks served as Kyle McCann's backup during 
the 2001 season and showed a knack for mak- 
ing big plays. He threw for 582 yards and four 
touchdowns and rushed for 160 yards. 


9? 


This season will mark the first time since 
carly in the 1998 campaign that somebody 
besides Ladell Betts will be Towas featured 
running back, Aaron Greving is expected to 
assume that role after serving as Betts’ under- 
study last season, Greving gave Hawkeye fans 
a reason to be excited with a 115-yard perfor- 
mance in the Alamo Bowl. 


lowa has started the game 
on offense 29 straight times 
over the past three seasons. 
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Greving will be pushed for playing time by 
Fred Russell and Jermelle Lewis, who missed 
last season because of academic problems. 

And while replacing Betts is the primary 
concern, somebody also has to fill the void 
left by Jeremy Allen at fullback. Edgar Cer- 
vantes and Aaron Mickens are the top two 
candidates. 

Kahlil Hill helped make up for the loss of 
former All-Big’Ten receiver Kevin 
Kasper last season by leading the 
team in virtually every receiving 
category. Now the question is, 
who will replace Hill as the go-to 
receiver this season? The Towa 
staff is hoping senior C.J. Jones, 
who finished third on the team 
last season with 34 catches for 
434 yards, can fill chat role, 

Somebody also has to replace 
Chris Oliver, who caught 18 
passes for 152 yards and one 
touchdown last season, The most 
likely candidates are junior Mau- 
rice Brown and redshirt freshmen 
Ed Hinkel and Darius Butler. 

The good news is that nobody 
has to replace Dallas Clark (34 
catches, 509 yards in "O1) at 
tight end. 

Last season, Ferentz was 
faced with the challenge of 
building an offensive line to 
complement @ group of tal- 
ented and experienced skill 
players. What a difference one year makes, 

Towa has eight offensi 
returning with starting experience, 
including. center Bruce Nelson, who has 
ted 35 consecutive games. Guard Eri 
Steinbach made first-team All-Big JE 
last season, despite missing three g 
with an elbow injury. lowa received a | 
major boost from the NCAA when | 0} 
tackle David Porter was granted another | 
season of eligibility under the medical | 4 
hardship rule G 

Colin Cole as the only returning starter ¢ 
from a defensive line which helped Towa & 
finish second in the Big ‘Ten in rushing 
defense. Cole has switched back to tackle 
after playing defensive end last season. 
kle Jared Clauss gained valuable expe- 
rience last season as a reserve and part- 
time starter. Clauss finished with 27 
tackles, including six for a loss. 

Texas natives Howard Hodges and 
Jonathan Babineaux 


si 


Lu 


Steve Woman, 


linemen 


K 
Pp 
Kt 


re expected to start 
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© 72 Bruce Nelson (St) 
RG 70 Andy Lightfoot (Sr) 
RT 73 David Porter (St) 
TE 44 Dallas Clark (Jt.) 
QB 7 Brad Banks (Sx) 
WR 8 C.J Jones (Sr) 

RB_ 34 Aaron Greving Jr) 
FB 40 Edger Cervantes (Jr) 


DT 94 Colin Cole (Sr.) 


LB 53 Kevin Worthy (J) 


FS 25 Derek Pagel (Sr.) 


PR 2 Fred Russel Ur.) 
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at both end positions. 

There is plenty of depth at linebacker to 
compensate for the loss of Mike Dolezal and 
Roger Meyer, who combined for 156 tackles 
as seniors last season. Fred Barr finished sec- 
ond on the team last season as a junior with 
109 tackles, including 69 solo stops. He will 
be joined in the starting lineup by juniors 
Grant Steen and Kevin Worthy. Steen, a for- 
mer walk-on, had 59 tackles last season, 

Strong safety Bob Sanders is back to 
inflict pain on opponents for another sea- 
son, Sanders is considered one of the hardest 
hitters in the Big ‘Ten, despite his small 
stature (5'8", 194), Cornerback Benny Sapp 
returns after leading Iowa with 12 pass break- 
ups last season, Rounding out the secondary 
will be safety Derek Pagel and cornerback 
DJ. Johnson, 

‘The kicking game is solid with junior Nate 
Kaeding showing star potential. Kaeding made 
8-of-11 field goal attempts in the regular sea- 
son then hit 4-of-5 in the bowl game, includ- 
ing the game-winner in the final minute. 

"The problem is at punter, where David 
Bradley averaged just 36.8 yards on 36 
attempts last season. 


Depth Chart 


Offense (5) 


E14 Ed Hinkel (Fr) 85. Darius Butler (Fr) 
78 Robert Gallery (Jr) 65 Ben Sobieski (St) 
G 56 Eric Steinbach (Sr) 75. Kory Borchers (Ir) 
64. Pete Traynor (St) 
TT Sam Aiello (Je) 

69 Pete McMahon (So,) 
35 Erk Jensen Ur) 

40 Nathan Chander (i) 
43. Remon Ochoa (i) 
2 Fred Russell (Jr) 
43 Aaron Mickens (So.) 


Defense (7) 


E45 Jonathan Babineaux Jr) 38 Matt Neubauer (Ft) 
97 Fabian Doda (Fr) 
58. Scott Webb (Sr) 
98 Derreck Robinson (So, 
34. Mat Roth (So) 

+52 Abdul Hodge (Fr) 
48 Chad Greenway (Fr) 
36 Chigore Basi (So,) 
26 Antwan Allen (F.) 
20 Chris Smith (Ir) 

37. Sean Considine So.) 


Special Teams 
95 Nate Kaeding (Jr) 
(28 David Bradley (So.) 
R 2 Fred Russell (Jr.) 


T 90 Jared Clauss (Ir) 
E48 Howard Hodges (1) 
B 42 Grant Steen (Jr) 
B 51 Fred Barr (Sr) 


BB 5 D.J. Johnson (Sr) 
9B 19 Benny Sapp (Jr.) 
333 Bob Sanders (Jr.) 
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& Colorado State... 


ooking back, Colorado State coach 
L Sonny Lubick isn't sure how his Rams 
pulled off a winning season in 2001. 

‘The Rams were decimated by injuries, had 
major problems at quarterback and played 
the most porous defense since Lubick arrived 
in Fore Collins in 1993. Still, they still man- 
aged to finish second in the Mountain West 
Conference and beat North Texas in the inau- 
gural New Orleans Bowl. 


Bradlee Van Pelt 


‘As he looks ahead to 2002, a sly smile 
stretches across Lubick’s face. The Rams 
should be vastly improved — particularly on 
offense. “Last year, it seemed like every game 
was 17-14,” he says. “I know one thing about 
this team: The difference on offense this sea- 
son will be like night and day.” 


Bradlee Van Pelt became 

the first CSU quarterback to 

y rush for 100 yards in a game 
since 1989 and just the third Ram 

QB to accomplish the feat since 


1978. He topped the 100-yard mark 
twice in 2001. 


The Rams’ problems in 2001 can be 
directly traced to uncertainty at quarterback. 
DJ. Busch and Bradlee Van Pelt opened the 
season sharing time, and that experiment 
yielded a rather ugly 2~2 start, After Van Pele, 
agifted runner with shaky passing skills (48.5 
completion percentage, 10 interceptions), 


became the full-time starter, the Rams went 
5-3. Busch transferred, leaving the job to Van 
Pelt, who made significant strides in the 
spring. CSU has even altered its offense to 
suit Van Pelt’s running skills, adding the 
option and shotgun to an attack that used to 
be pure pro-style, drop-back passing. 

Should Van Pelt falter, redshirt freshman 
Justin Holland, a former Parade All-American, 
is waiting to show off his considerable skills. 

CSU’ season fell apart last fall 
when bruising running back 
Cecil Sapp was lost for the season 
after a benign tumor had to be 
surgically removed from his heel. 
Sapp is back, however, and ready 
to pick up where he left off in 
2000 when he was All-MWC 
and the Liberty Bowl MVP. 
Backing up Sapp in the Rams 
one-back set is Henri Childs, 
who gained 841 yards last yeat. 

The wideouts will be young 
but talented. Steady senior Joey 
Cuppari is the leader, with 
juniors Chris Pittman and Eric 
Hill providing speed on the out- 
side. The Rams will get some 
help from Childs, who will 
see time in the backfield and 
at receiver. 

CSU has an emerging star 
in tight end/H-back Joel 
Dreessen, who tied for sec- 
ond on the team with 22 | ¢ 
catches last fall. 

You would think that after losing three 
starters, offensive line coach John Benton 
would be worried. Think again. “For the 
first time, we have quality depth and com- 
petition at every position,” Benton says. 

The holdovers are guard Morgan Pears 
and center Mark Dreyer, but Erik Pears 
(Morgan's brother) and Aaron Green 
started cight games between them. Red- 
shirt freshmen Albert Bimper and Mike 
Brisiel are rising stars. 

The defensive line could be CSU's 
make-or-break position in 2002. Injuries 
and inexperience led to a dramatic drop- 
off in production up front last season as | 
opposing offenses rambled for 427.5 yards | 
per game, the most in the Lubick era. 

Patrick Goodpaster returns at tackle 
from a horrific accident that nearly sev- 
ered his arm in November. Bryan Save 
and Jonathan Simon both show promise. 
The ends should be solid, with two-year 


‘To J3eKs00 


WR 87 Joey Cuppar (St) 
WR. 6 Chris Pittman (I) 
WT 64 Aaron Green (Sc) 
WG 69 Morgan Pears (Sr) 


‘SG 77 Abert Bimper (Fr) 

ST 74 Esk Pears (So.) 

TE 89 James Sondrup (Jn) 

QB 41 Bradlee Van Pelt (Jt) 
HB 81 Joel Dreessen (So.) 
RB 32 Cecil Sapp (Jt) 


DE 46 Peter Hogan (Sr) 
NT 95 Bryan Save (I) 

DT 99 Patrick Goodpaster (So.) 91. Jonathan Simon (S0.) 
DE 84 Wallace Thomas (Sr) 
LB 96 Andre Sommersell (Jr) 
LB 50 Drew Wood (Jr.) 
LB 33 Eric Pauly (Jt) 

CB 20 Rhett Nelson (Sr) 
CB 5 Dexter Wynn (Jr) 
SS. 37 David Vickers (St) 
FS 3 Rahsaan Sanders (J) 


KR 5 Dexter Wynn Ur) 
PR 5 Dexter Wynn (it) 


(2) Indicates number of returing starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
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starter Pete Hogan and the relentless Wallace 
‘Thomas starting. 

If Lubick is losing sleep at night, its not 
over his linebackers. This is the strongest area 
on the team, with all three junior starters and 
several key backups returning. All-MWC 
outside linebacker Eric Pauly returns after 
leading the league with 115 tackles, while 
Drew Wood had 96 in the middle. Adam 
Wade, a two-year starter, is backing up Pauly 
to make room for Andre Sommersell, a for- 
mer defensive end. 

The secondary is a big area of concern — 
and also where the most changes have been 
made, The Rams lost their top three safeties 
and return no one with significant experience, 
so fullback Rahsaan Sanders and middle line- 
backer David Vickers have switched positions. 

While there are plenty of concerns at safety, 
there are none at cornerback. Dexter Wynn, 
pethaps the team’s best athlete, returns as a 
starter; senior Rhett Nelson was a part-time 
starter in 2001. 

The Rams feature one of the nation’s top 
punters in senior Joey Huber, CSU needs a new 
kicker but has a pair of talented youngsters in 
Jeff Babcock and Kevin Mark vying for the job. 


Depth Chart 
; _ Offense (4) 


85 Eric Hl (i) 
83 Russell Sprague (Ic) 
7A. Jason Speciner(S0.) 
63 Mike Brisiel (Fc) 

{62 Jon Van Lant (S0.) 

76 Terrell Gardner (ic) 

75 Zeke Hacker (Jc) 

‘86 Matt Baldisohiler(So.) 
8 Justin Holland (Fr) 

88 Brandon Alconcel (Fr) 
28 Henvi Childs (Sr) 


Defense (6) 


86 Terrance Carter (Fr) 
57 Lavell Mann (i) 


70 Mark Dreyer (Jr) 


36 Mike Vomhof (So.) 
44 Doug Heald (Sr.) 
45. Jeff Flora (So.) 

9 Adam Wade (Jr.) 
35 Jesse Rivers (Fr.) 
19 Jason Sanchez (So.) 
10 Landon Jones (So.) 

7. Travis Campbell (J.) 
Special Teams 


44 Jeff Babcock (S0,) 
34 Joey Huber (Sc) 
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t seems the Syracuse University football 
team performs best when little is expected. 
Well, the Orangemen might be at their best 


again, Few think this team is capable of dupli- 
cating last year’s improbable 10-win season. 
Gone are nwo dozen seniors, including All- 
America defensive end Dwight Freeney. But at 
least there's no quarterback battle. The 
Orangemen actually have a starter, something 


David Tyree 


they've struggled to find since Donovan 
McNabb took his last snap in 1998. Junior R.J. 
Anderson has won the job and solidified one of 
the team’s most troubled positions. He is 11-2 
overall as a starter and was 8-1 last season once 
he took the job away from Troy Nunes. 
straight games in a sea- 


@ son three times in the past 
six years. 


Syracuse has won eight 


‘Anderson threw just two interceptions last 
season and is not fumble-prone. He must 
improve his passing accuracy and consistency; 
he rallied to reach 50 percent by season’s end. 

Walter Reyes, Diamond Ferri and Barry 
Baker form a roration at tailback. Divvying up 
the carries is the tricky part. The Orangemen 
improve significantly in the speed department 
with Reyes and Ferri, Reyes is the faster of the 
two (4.3 40-yard dash), but his big-play 
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Syracusé,ongemen 


promise has yet to materialize. Ferri has strug- 
gled with ankle injuries but clearly established 
himself as the No. 2 back. Ferri was suspended 
for spring practice for breaking team rules, so 
his status for the opener is murky. 

Syracuse has three experienced fullbacks in 
Chris Davis, Thump Belton and George Scott. 

Johnnie Morant is an enigma. One of the 
great recruits landed by SU in recent years, he 
is everything coaches could physi- 
cally wane in a receiver. But that 
has not translated to production. 
Morant did establish his presence 
last season as a deep threat, but he 
needs to make more than 18 
catches. David Tyree and Jamel 
Riddle are solid players, though 
both need to be more consistent. 

Actight end, Lenny Cusumano 
can be a force when he’s healthy. 
Joe Donnelly is on the small side 
but is an excellent receiver. The 
Orangemen are hoping David 
Hohensee, the group's most phys- 
ical tight end, can win a pending 
eligibility appeal. 

The success of Syracuse's 
offense this season rests on the 
line. Junior center Nick 
Romeo, an undersized but 


tenacious competitor, is the Offense (2) 
Jone returning starter. tc ASE) poe eceoes toa) 
Kevin Sampson played in a | 7 a ae 
rotation at one of the tackle | ¢ 77 Tim Carignan (Fc) 
= spots and is developing into | € 61.Nick Romeo (Ir) 68 Chris Bud UJ) 
<8 : 5 |e 95 Charles Simpson (4) 
one of the unit’ best players. Erik Kaloy- | § aaa ice ea 
anides will start at guard and should pro- A taaGemavl 
vide leadership. The other two starters will | QB 5 R.J. Anderson (Jz) 11. Troy Nunes (Sr) 
likely be Matt Tarullo at guard and Adam | TB 38 Walter Reyes (So) 22 Diamond Feri (Jr) 
Terry at tackle. Both are raw, homegrown | *® por = ey 
linemen with lots of potential ense (6) 

The strength of the football team may | DF 32 Gruen renee ie) 49 Siitnn eT 
be on the defensive line. Two starters | jr 49 Lois Gactln (i) 96. Bian Hooper (So) 
return in end Josh Thomas and tackle | DE 56 Julian Pollard (So.) 94 Ryan LaCasse (Fr.) 
Christian Ferrara. Thomas blossomed qui- ‘i. a Ret yen ais iS sed cis ) 

: Cciton lames Dumeril ($0 
edly opposite Freeney last pro He has LB 50 Jameel Dumas (Jr) 52 Jose Harris (i) 
the size and motor to be a force. Ferrara is | €B 3 Latroy Oliver(St) 17 B. J. Damell (St) 
one of the league's most underrated play- SiS MNES | Sect 

. Tackle Louis Gachelin, kup i bo Water (Se  Seemere 
Seo Se cate «slop in |e Shomer) 2 Osea 

As for Freeney old spor’ SU has a cup | 6 4 Specialileams 
board full of young players. Julian Pollard, | § 33 yne'sese)” 

Ryan LaCasse, James Wyche and Tommy | KR 3 Latroy Olver (St) 
Harris represent the next wave. PR 14 Jamel Riddle Un) 

Clifton Smith is entering his fourth year | (#) indicates numberof retuing starters 

as the starter at middle linebacker, He | SOU? aestes tuning starters 


earned first-team all-conference honors 
despite playing the entire 2001 season with 


ATHLON® SPorTS 


Head Coach: Poul Pasqualoni 
2002 Prediction: 4th Big East 


RANKING 


a torn pectoral muscle. Smith expects to be 
100 percent by the opener. He is a rock and 
the reason SU’s defense should be among the 
league's best. 

Jameel Dumas is being moved from the 
strong side to the weak side and is one of the 
unit’ best athletes. Rich Scanlon is the strong- 
side starter. Syracuse lacks depth here. 

The Orange secondary loses a major star in 
free safety Quentin Harris. They also lose a 
solid comer in Willie Ford. Yet the secondary 
should be solid again. Will Hunter and Latroy 
Oliver have starting experience at cornerback. 
Keeon Walker recurns ar strong safety, though 
he must improve his tackling, The newcomer 
to the unit is senior Maurice McClain, a hard- 
hitting free safety who takes over for Harris, If 
he falters, O’Neil Scott should step in. 

Mike Shafer, a second-team All-Big East 
pick, was an unsung hero last year because of 
his deft punting skills, Collin Barber emerged 
as Syracuse’ kicker after Shafer and freshman 
Justin Sujansky stumbled. Barber made 5-of-6 
field goals and has settled a troubled spot. Rid- 
dle was among the nation’s best punt recurners 
last season, Morant and Steve Gregory look 
like the top candidates at kick returner. 


Depth Chart 


2001 Record (Big East}; 40-3 (6-1) 
Crier Dome (49,550) 
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= Kansas State icsis 


here was a time when a 6-6 season was 
cause for celebration at Kansas State. 
But after four consecutive 1 1-win years, 


T 


the Wildcat Nation is wondering what caused 
them to fall out of the rankings for the first 
time in more than six years and what they 
have to do to get back there, 

‘There’ a crystal plaque that sits on Snyder's 
desk with the word “persistence” etched on it. 


Ell Roberson 


“hard 
there because that’s the 
approach the blue-collar Wildcats take as they 
embark on a schedule with a school-record 
eight home games. 


Tt might as well have “attitude” or 
work” etched 


K-State has won 34 consec- 
utive games at home 


af against non-conference oppo- 


nents. That streak will be put to 
the test when USC comes calling on 
Sept. 21. 


‘The big question that persisted last season 
could continue heading into the fall. Ell 
Roberson and Mare Dunn contributed to 
the progtam’s lowest passing yardage total 
(1,497) in 15 seasons, and Snyder might not 
decide on his starter again until just before 
the season-opener. 

Roberson, who spent the spring recovering 
from surgery to his right big toe, is expected 
to bring the same elusive moves that made 


him so effective — at times — a year ago. 

Dunn, who started two games but played 
substantial roles in others, hurts opponents 
mostly with his arm and has an equally good 
shot as emerging as the starter. 

The Wildcats must rely on a talented stable 
of backs who lack only experience. “We're 
loaded,” says running backs coach Michael 
Smith, whose group ranked fifth in the 
nation with 257.7 rushing yards 
per game last season. 

Junior college transfer Daniel 
Davis arrived in the spring and 
brings a combination of threats. 
Sophomore Darren Sproles is 
5'7" but averaged 7.5 yards on 
28 carries last year and possesses 
blazing speed that made him a 
backfield sensation. Danny Mor- 
ris is a rangy runner who can run 
between the tackles, but he's 
likely to end up playing receiver. 

The Wildcat receivers were 
non-factors last year. That will 
have to change, and the Wildcats 
might look for a quick fix from 
three junior college receivers 
measuring 6'3" or better. 
James Terty is the tallest at 
6'5", while John Cooper and 
‘Tony Madison are each 63", 
+] Allcould fight for a starting 
spot. 

The Wildcats don’t use 


on Lebie 


game, but that’s something they might 
have to consider if Dunn wins the QB job 
and they go to more quick timing routes 
to give additional options for quick 
passes. 

Last year’s weakness could turn into a 
strength as K-State welcomes in seven new 
linemen to thicken thin offensive line. 

Peni Holakeituai and Jesse Keaulana- 
Kamakea of Hawaii and Ryan Lilja were 
solid blockers in the junior college ranks. 
Steve Washington should get the start at 
center, while senior Thomas Barnett will | 
line up at left tackle after being awarded a 
medical redshirt. Nick Leckey and Billy 
Miller ate the top two candidates at right 
guard. 

The defensive attack will stare with 
experienced defensive ends. Henry 
Bryant started every game last season and 
his three sacks leads returning defensive | 
players. Bryant, Andrew Shull, Thomas 
Houchin and Melvin Williams are com- 


Wes 85 John Cooper: i 


tight ends in the passing | 
RG 53 Nick Leckey (Jt) 
RT 75 | 
TE 80 Travon Magee (Jr) 

QB 3 Ell Roberson (Jr) 
RB 43 Darren Sproies (So.) 
FB 44 Travis Wilson (Jt) 


DT 30 Tank Reexe (Sr) 
NT 92 Justin Montgomery (Jt) 62 Corey White (Sr.) 


Henry 
1B 7 Josh Buhl (Jr) 
LB 56 Terry Pierce (Jt.) 
LB 48 Bryan hickman (J) 
CB 33 James Dunnigan ( 
| CB 4 Terence Newman (Sr) 38 Louis Lavender Ur) 
| FS oa ker (St) 
SS 2 Rashad Washington lI) 31 Marcus Patton (So, 


PR 4 Terence Newman 
i#) Indicates number of returning starters | 
“The 12 offensive positions represent KSU's multiple formations. 
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peting for two starting positions, but all four 
figure to see significant playing time in the 
fall. 

The interior line is expected to feature 
tackle Tank Reese, the 2001 Big 12 Defensive 
Newcomer of the Year, Justin Montgomery 
and Corey White. 

Middle linebacker Terry Pierce is a rising 
star with All-America potential. His 11 tackles 
for a loss are the most of any returning player. 

Weak-side linebacker Josh Buhl recorded 
68 tackles as a sophomore last fall. Andy 
Klocke and Bryan Hickman are expected to 
battle for the strong side spot. 

Terence Newman is one of the top corner 
backs in the nation and should be on the All- 
America lists. He has sprinter’s speed, led the 
team with 14 passes defended and finished 
second with three interceptions. 

David Rose and James Dunnigan could 
battle for the other starting spot, while trans- 
fers Louis Lavender and Randy Jordan could 
make an impact. The safety spots are wide 
open as Rashad Washington and Bobby 
Walker could fill starting roles, but athletic 
Jesse Tetuan and Travis Horchem could find 
some playing time, 


___Depth Chart 


Offense (6) 
9 Derrick Evans Jr) 
34 Mortis (J.) 


Kamakea (J) 0. Mike Johnson (S 
78 ‘Steve Washington (Sr.) 53 Nick Leckey (Jr.) 
55 Billy Miller (Sr) 
73. Ben Rettele (Ir) 
84 Brian Lamone (Sc) 
5 Mare Dunn (Sr) 
6 Daniel Davis (J) 
36. Ayo Saba (Fr) 


Defense (7) 


IE 98 Andrew Shull Ur) 94 Thomas Houchin (Ir) 
91 Jermaine Bery (Ir) 


alin Burks (St.) 


nt (Sr)—-«-97 Melvin Williams (St. 
57. Maurice Thurmond (So.) 
59 Matt Butler (Fr) 
51. Andy Klocke (St) 
28 David Rose (So.) 


23. Jesse Tetuan (Ft) 


ILD indicates retuming starters 


Big 12 North 


KSU Stadium (50,000) 
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Isp Notre Dame. .i.35 irish 


he believers filled a hotel ballroom, a 
T record crowd of 1,500 for the annual 
dinner of the Notre Dame Club of 
Chicago. And when Tyrone Willingham, the 
new head football coach of the Fighting Irish, 
was introduced, they stood and cheered, He 
spoke of toughness and intelligence, and then 
he said the words the crowd wanted to heat: 
“And the option is no longer in the sys- 


Julius Jones 


tem,” Willingham said. He then had to pause 
because of all the noise. 

Quarterbacks Matt LoVecchio and Carlyle 
Holiday have competed for opportunities 
from the start of their college careers, and that 
has not changed. What has changed is the 
structure of the offense, from an option 
approach to the West Coast offense that Will- 


ingham brought from Stanford. 
c°,) bowl games after the 2001 
season appear on the 2002 
Notre Dame schedule. 


Nine teams that played in 


LoVecchio's remarkable freshman season in 
2000 — he won his first seven starts — cul- 
minated with a Fiesta Bow! bid, and his style 
would seem to be better suited to the new 
scheme. Holiday, whose game-breaking 
potential as a runner made him a starter last 
season, has accepted the challenge of adapting 
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to the new approach. Holiday's cotal of 666 
rushing yards last season was the third-most 
productive of any Irish quarterback, but his 
improvement in the passing game will deter- 
mine his future. 

This season will define the college career of 
tailback Julius Jones. He possesses the speed 
the Trish desperately need to reach an elite 
level, and he made an impact from the begin- 

ning, But he has also dealt with 

injuries. If Jones can duplicate 

his 2001 rushing total of 718 

yards this season, he would 

become the fifth-leading rusher 
in school history. Ryan Grant, 
who emerged at the end of last 
season, could receive significant 

playing time. Tom Lopienski, a 

bruising blocker and capable 

receiver, is the leader at fullback. 

The transition to a passing 
offense will provide a quick 
answer to a vexing question; Are 
the Irish receivers talented young 
players who have been underuti- 
lized, or has there been a reason 
for the lack of opportunities? 

Junior Omar Jenkins, with 

seven catches for 111 yards 

last season, leads the return- 

ing receivers, Fifth-year 
¢ senior Amaz Battle, a con- 
verted quarterback, has five 
receptions in his college | ¢ 
career, A door could open for 
true freshman Maurice Stovall. 

Senior tight end Gary Godsey, another 
former starting quarterback, should ben- 
efit from an expanded passing game. 

Senior center Jeff Faine, with 23 con- 
secutive starts, has been an emotional 
leader on the offensive line. Tackles Jor- 
dan Black and Brennan Curtin and 
guards Sean Mahan and Sean Milligan 
are returning starters with a proven abilit 
to produce a successful running game. 
‘The development of Mark LeVoir, a 6'7", 
309-pound sophomore tackle, could 
strengthen the group. 

The defensive interior should be a 
strength as long as senior tackle Darrell 
Campbell and senior noseguard Cedric | f 
Hilliard can remain healthy and continue 
to improve. Junior Greg Pauly, whose 
career was delayed by a knee injury, and 
up-and-coming sophomore Jeff Thomp- 
son can add much-needed depth at tackle 
and nose guard. Ryan Roberts has devel- 


David 


T 
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SE_ 80 Omar Jenkins (1) 
IT 63 Brennan Curtin (Sr) 
LG 79 Sean Mahan (Sr.) 


RG 65 Sean Milligan (Sr) 
RT 78 Jordan Black (St.) 
TE 14 Gary Godsey (Sr) 

FL 3 Amaz Battle (Sr) 

QB. 7 Carlyle Holiday (Jr) 
FB 36 Tom Lopienski (Sr.) 
TB 22 Jullus Jones (Sr) 


LE 92 Kyle Budinscak (Jr) 


NG 50 Cedtic Hilliard (St) 
RE 95 Ryan Roberts (St) 
LB 49 Derek Curry Ur) 

LB 2 Carlos PierreAntoine (Sr) 41. Mike Goolsby (t.) 
LB 33 Courtney Watson (Sr.) 56 Pat Ryan (Sr) 
LC 42 Shane Walton (Sr.) 
RC 34 Vontez Duff (It) 

SS 20 Gerome Sapp (Sr.) 
FS_48 Glenn Ear (Sr) 


KR 22 Julius Jones (Sr.) 
PR_ 34 Vontez Duff Ur.) 


(#) Indicates number of retuming starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
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oped into Notre Dame's most reliable player 
at end. 

Senior Courtney Watson, the second-lead- 
ing tackler for the Irish last season, is the only 
returning linebacker with any significane 
playing time. Fifth-year senior Carlos Pierre- 
Antoine and junior Mike Goolsby have dis- 
appeared since entering Notre Dame as High 
School All-Americans. Juniors Derek Curry 
and Jerome Collins have limited experience 
on the outside. 

Shane Walton came to Notre Dame as a 
soccer player and has developed into the 
team’s best cover corner. Vontez Duff, who 
led the 2001 Irish with three interceptions, 
and senior Jason Beckstrom, who ran back 
one pick for a score, add speed at the corner 
positions. Safeties Glenn Earl and Gerome 
Sapp excel in run support. 

Placekicker Nicholas Serta has been a dif- 
ference-maker. He made 15-of-17 kicks last 
season, including 8-of-8 from 40 yards and 
longer. Punter Joey Hildbold has been a final- 
ist for the Ray Guy Award for the lase two sea- 
sons. Jones needs just 179 yards to surpass 
1987 Heisman Trophy winner Tim Brown, 
the leading kick returner in school history. 


‘fense (8) 


18 Ronnie Rodamer (Jt) 
70 Jim Molinaro (St) 
67 Ryan Gils (Sr) 

55. Zachary Gls (So.) 
72 Ryan Scatola (Sr) 
73. Mak LeVbir(S0.) 
85 Billy Palmer (Ic) 

6 Carlos Campbell (So) 
10. Matt LoVecchio (Jr.) 
47 Mike MoNair (Sr) 

4 Ryan Grant (So.) 


Defense (7) 


99. Jason Sapp (ir) 
60 Darrell Campbell (St) 77. Greg Pauly (ir) 

91. Jeff Thompson (So.) 
90 Brian Beidatsch (So.) 
80 Jerome Colins (ir) 


52 Jeff Faine (Sr.) 


9 Jason Beckstrom (Sr) 
37 Dwight Elick (So) 

43. Rashon PowersNeal (So.) 
27 one! Bolen (S0.) 


Special Teams 


13 Nicholas Setta (St) 
17 Joey Hildbold (Sr) 


id Coach: Tyrone Wil 
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Last year September was so(:3:17'} you had fo BE there 
to believe it. This year I’m making*}!)i; you come along? 


| GUARANTEE YOU 
$3) 900 IN'PROEFIT 


ere EPTEMBF .. OROPLAYAHE 
EST OF THE SERGONT T1434: 


eas *29 V'mreadytoleap If 1 DO come through, you agree to take 
tall buildings in a single bond. Last my service for the rest of the season for only 
year | exploded for 12-2 our first $150. But with $3,000 of their money in your 
two weeks — then went 7-3 the next bees pockel, you won't mind one bit! 
two weeks for 22-5 - 81.4%! We 
went 40-9 in units and cleared 31 net units. And we 
win that big — or nearly that big — every September. 


The Guarantee Period Runs 
from Thursday September 5th 
Monday September 30th - 
4 Sauda ays plus Mondays/Thursdays as available. 
Guarantee based on $100 betting units and my unit recommendations 


That's why my guaranteeing you $3,000 this 
September is NOT the act of a madman — but a 
strong man making a muscle! 


AND I’M BACKED BY THE 
STRONGEST TEAM IN THE 
BUSINESS. tts my national task force 
of scouts, contest winning handicappers, stat 
men and analysts working every corner of football, 
providing deeper analysis and sharper numbers on 
every team. That's why we get the jump on Vegas with their last 
year's numbers. Subscriber J. Dudley of Cleveland wrote 
us, "12-2 — wow! Thank you for the winners — thank 
you for the confidence!" Steve T of Bellville NY wrote: 


"Your season opener was brilliant. Your 6-0 sweepin Week 
Four was beyond words!” (Copies of testimonials avilable on request) BONUS #2: Five 80% NFL Systems. AND - FREE SCHEDULES in 


the official Don Best International Rotation mailed every 4 weeks. 
Enough talk. Let’s deal. Take the opening four weeks of my 3 Ras, 
Hotline for only $100 - which I guarantee you will recoup Non-Subscribers invited fo call for FREE BONUSES 


THIRTY times over! If | come up one penny shy, you get the Visit me online for scores, lines, line changes, handicagingpreviews, 
remaining 12 weeks of the season absolutely FREE. guest columns & a compete selection menu at www.jimburley.com 


eg eae x] 800-323-445 3. ori sas 


gee Team Handicapping For More Winners And More Money. © zal 


___ DO WHAT MY CUSTOMERS DO BUILD BANKROLL 
Py (NM AUGUST! And have more money to play on my 80% 
September. We cover the pros like blanket. We know who's 
starting, how many snaps they'te going to take — whos out fo 
win and who only scrimmaging. It’s money in the bank! 
BONUS #1: Free Newsletter: 20 issues through Superbowl filled 


with power ratings, angles, analysis of all board games — Kicks off with College 
Preview & NFLPre-view issues. A $60 value. 


we. 
@ Clemsqp.,. 


Cc lemson has what it takes to improve 
on a 7-5 season that ended with a 
Humanitarian Bowl victory over 
Louisiana Tech. Of the 44 players on that 
game's wo-deep roster, 34 are back. 

For Clemson to reach the realistic goal of 
finishing second in the ACC behind Florida 
State, the Tigers must get production from a 
post-Woodrow Dantzler quarterback, either 


Derrick Hamilton 


Willie Simmons or Charlie Whitehurst, and 
consistency from a defense led by new coordi- 
nator John Lovett. 


Four freshmen scored touch- 
downs in Clemson's 49-24 
Humanitarian Bowl win over 
Louisiana Tech: wideouts Roscoe 
Crosby, Airese Currie and Derrick Hamil- 
ton and tight end Ben Hall. 


Dantzler became the first Division I quar- 
terback to pass for 2,000 yards and rush for 
1,000 yards in the same season, Simmons has 
been groomed as the heir apparent. He does- 
nit run as well as Dantzler but actually fits bet- 
ter into the quick-trigger, spread offense 
Bowden brought fiom Tulane. “Willie has 
had three years in our system,” Bowden says. 
“IF you had to draw up a scenario for replac- 
ing your starting quarterback, this is it.” 
Whitehurst, a redshirt freshman, really 
came on in spring practice and should see 
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playing time. He’ a resourceful drop-back 
type with a strong arm and nice touch. 

Bowden wants a workhorse to emerge in 
the backfield. Bernard Rambert is the leading 
candidate following his superb effort in the 
Humanitarian Bowl (101 yards rushing, 77 
yards receiving). He has improved his pass- 
catching skills to go with inside toughness 
and an outside burst but hasn't proven him- 
self over a long stretch. With the 
departed Travis Zachery getting 
most of the carries in 2001, Keith 
Kelly was redshirted. He averaged 
5.0 yards per carry (243 total 
yards) as a freshman in 2000, 

Few teams have as much pass- 
catching talent or as many big- 
play threats. The core is a 
sophomore class featuring Derrick 
Hamilton, Roscoe Crosby and 
Airese Currie. Kevin Youngblood 
was projected as the go-to guy a 
year ago but broke his leg in 
‘August and missed the season. At 
6'5", he’ an inviting goal-line and 
possession target. J.J. McKelvey is 
a physical, 6'4" deep threat, Jackie 
Robinson has made 16 starts 
over the last nwo seasons but 
has had trouble staying 
healthy. 

Clemson loses four starters 
on the offensive line but there 
are plenty of talented — but 
untested — youngsters ready | | 
to take on pivotal roles. 

Left tackle Gary Byrd, a prototype 
blind side pass protector, is the returning | 
starter, Right tackle Derrick Brantley got 
five starts, and his physical, run-blocking 
skills earned him more playing time down 
the stretch. Center Cedric Johnson is a 
load who was switched from guard before 
spring practice. The guards are particu- 
larly inexperienced. 

Foes had more sacks than Clemson in 
six games in 2001, a thorn for a program 
that prides itself on pocket pressure. 
Lovert’s four-man front has two-deep 
rotation depth, and there were encourag- 
ing signs late last season and in spring. 
Right end Bryant McNeal (eight sacks) 
has a quick burst and is a formidable out- 
side rusher. Right tackle Nick Eason is 
solid but will be pushed by Todd McClin- 
ton, new to defense after struggling as a 
top tight end prospect. Left tackle Don- 
nell Washington, pethaps the top NEL 
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WR 17 Kevin Youngblood (Jr) 
WR. 9 Airese Cure (S0,) 
WR21 Derrick Hamilton (So.) 9 Aiese Currie (S0,) 


“DE 56 
oT 96 
DT 98 
DE 91 
LB 45 
LB 41 | 
1B 38 Ec 
cB 2 
cB 27 
ss 42 
Fs 31 
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prospect on the line, is a wide-body run- 
stuffer who really came on as pass rusher as a 
redshirt freshman. Khaleed Vaughn and 
Maurice Fountain will share the left end spot. 

Outside linebacker John Leake personifies 
the new Clemson linebacker profile: a little 
smaller, a lot quicker, Middle linebacker Rod- 
ney Thomas gets co the ballcarrier in a hurry 
and is a ferocious tackler. Outside linebacker 
Eric Sampson is strong enough to take on 
blockers while making plays and as a freshman 
reminded yeteran Clemson fans of former 
Tiger Levon Kirkland. 

The secondary was picked apart at times 
last year, both individually and as a group. 
Three starters return: cornerbacks Brian 
Mance and Kevin Johnson and free safety 
Eric Meekins, who moves from strong safety. 
The coaches hope former linebacker Altroy 
Bodrick, who sat out last season with a torn 
ACL, can provide a lift at strong safety. 

Aaron Hunt made 10-of-12 field goals and 
44-of-45 extra points. Bowden will accept the 
consistency over the lack of range. Punter 
Wynn Kopp, a transfer from Georgia, hopes to 
bounce back from a disappointing first season 
at Clemson. 


Depth Chart 


se (4) 
125. Roscoe Crosby (S0,) 
85 Ronnie Thomas (So,) 


in Kelvey (St) 
i Nate Gilespie 6) 


94 Mark Jetton (Fa) 
70 Wilam Henry (Je) 
Hall 81. Bobby Wiliamson (Fr) 
Smo 3) 6 Charlie Whitehurst (Fr) 
Bernard Rambert (St) 5 Keith Kelly (So,) 


Defense (8) 
Vaughn (Jr.) 99. Maurice Fountain 
Washinton (S0.) 6 Eeciann 


ity 


Rodney 7 Tones (sr) 


rie Sampson 
Brian Mance (Sr.) 
26 Toure Francis (1) 
33 Ronny Delusme (So) 
29 Travis Pugh (80) 


fed Indicates ee ere ‘starters 
indicates ret 
Fine 12 ene poses eres. Clemson's multile formations 
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FY Auburn... 


iter rival Alabama comes to Auburn 
B and thumps the Tigers. Auburn trav- 
els to LSU and loses a chance at a 
berth in the Southeastern Conference Cham- 
pionship Game with a loss to the Bengal 
Tigers. Then Auburn heads to the postseason 
for a lackluster loss to North Carolina in the 
Peach Bowl, 
End a season like that and the pain tends to 


Carnell Williams 


linger. 
start winter conditioning,” says Auburn head 


“Everybody was a litle bit down to 


coach Tommy Tuberville, “But we had meet- 
ings early and talked about this new year. We 
havea new football team and this is where you 
start puting it back together.” 


9 


Tuberville began the process of puting 
things back together by bringing in a new 
offensive coordinator (Bobby Petrino) and 
defensive coordinator (Gene Chizik). 

‘The goal was finding a quarterback by the 
time spring practice concluded. Let’s go to 
incoming offensive coordinator, Bobby 
Petrino to find out the winner. “Someone will 
have to take that first snap when we get here 
in August,” Petrino says, “and I'm not sure 
who that will be right now.” 


The Auburn offense was an 
anemic ninth in the SEC in 
passing a year ago. 


He does know that the top two candidates 
are sixth-year senior Daniel Cobb and sopho- 
more Jason Campbell. Cobb was the spring 
game Offensive MVP, but neither had made 
the necessary strides to take a commanding 
lead during the previous 14 spring sessions. 

Campbell is more athletic and has a 
stronger arm, but Cobb plays with more 
maturity. It’s also possible that true freshmen 
Wesley Hill and Brandon Cox 
could figure in the mix. 

The Tigers’ offense will be 
fueled by tailback Carnell “Cadil- 
lac” Williams, who is completely 
healed from the broken clavicle 
suffered early in the Iron Bowl 
loss to Alabama. Tuberville 
believes Williams can be one of 
the nation’s elite tailbacks. 

Fullback Brandon Johnson is a 
devastating lead blocker and 
capable runner. He is being 
pushed by Michael Owens. 

The Tigers are stocked at tight 
end with Robert Johnson, 
Lorenzo Diamond and Cooper 
Wallace. Johnson has NFL size 
(6'6", 270 pounds) and 
plenty of speed, and Dia- 
mond has excellent hands, 

Auburn isn’t as fortunate 
at wide receiver. In fact, 
Tuberville has publicly stated } 
that his team will need 
immediate help from a 
bumper crop of freshmen that includes 
Ben Obomanu and Devin Aromashodu. 
But even if those guys step in quickly, the 
Tigers also need production from Marcel 
Willis, Silas Daniels and Joe Walkins. 

With an offense that will rely on the 
running game, an inexperienced line is a 
concern. Ben Nowland, a 6'3", 298- 
pound center, started 22 games in his first | 
three seasons, At the most, his starting 
mates on the offensive line will have a 
combined 12 collegiate starts. Monreko 
Crittenden, who started 10 games last 
season at tackle, was moved to guard dur- 
ing spring practice, but now it looks like 
he will share the strong-side tackle spot 
with Ryan Broome. 

End Reggie Torbor and tackle 
DeMarco McNeil will have to provide 
the experience for what appears to be a 
talented defensive line. Torbor provides 
speed and strength on the outside, while 
MeNéeil is a force inside. Wayne Dickens, 


Auburn SID 
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a redshirt freshman, stepped forward in the 
spring, and Spencer Johnson will also help at 
defensive tackle. Sophomore Jay Ratliff is 
another speedy defensive end. 

How good are the Tigers at linebacker? So 
good that Chizik might wane to devise a 
defense that allows as many as five linebackers 
on the field, The starters — Mark Brown in 
the middle and Karlos Dansby and Dontar- 
tious Thomas on the outside — are very good 
and very fast. The trio combined for 236 
tackles, and Dansby added five interceptions. 
The coaches will also make sure Lemarcus 
Rowell gets plenty of time. 

Rashaud Walker is a physical playmaker at 
strong safety. Free safety should be manned 
by Travaris Robinson, Stanford Simmons and 
Donnay Young. All three are experienced 
players. The cornerbacks will be Roderick 
Hood and Carlos Rogers. Hood had three 
interceptions last season. 

Damon Duval was a finalist for the Lou 
Groza Award last year and is a preseason All- 
‘America selection this year, He averaged 44.0 
yards per punt and had a magical three-game 
stretch of game-winning field goals against 
Vanderbilt, Mississippi State and Florida, 


58 Dann 


i “91 ae : 
on ( Ir.) 94. Dexter Murphy (Ut) 
cae 


ny Gr) 


(St) 4 Junior Rosegreen (So) 
(S0.) 6 Horace Willis (Sr 


Head Coach: Tommy Tub 
2002 Prediction: 4th 
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oe Paterno admits “there is a little more 
J sense of urgency” these days for a Penn 

State program fresh off consecutive los- 
ing seasons for the first time since the prohi- 
bition era. Luckily for Paterno, the Nittany 
Lions received a stiff shot of adrenaline late 
last fall in the form of rookie quarterback 
Zack Mills. Yet while Happy Valley may be 


buzzing over the lefthander who obliterated 


Zack Mills 


every PSU freshman passing record, Paterno 
remains typically cautious when assessing 
Mills. 

“[ hope everybody doesn't expect him to 
come out on a white horse like Joan of Arc,” 
Paterno says. “He is not Joan of Arc.” 

old (he’s now 75) the last 


© time Penn State began a 
season following back-to-back 
losing campaigns. 


Joe Paterno was 6 years 


OK, so Mills isn't Joan of Arc, But he is the 
central figure as Penn State attempts to climb 
back into the ‘Top 25. In the past two decades, 
PSU used the same cookie cutter to stamp 
out one quarterback after another. They were 
big, strong-armed and usually as mobile as 
the Nittany Lion Shrine, 

Mills is different, posing unique chal- 
lenges to opponents. He’ relatively small 
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(6°2" 215) and lacks the gun of a Todd 
Blackledge or Kerry Collins. But he throws 
better on the run than any Penn State quat- 
terback — ever — and is quick enough to 
rating body bl 
are improving his 
inst nickel and dime 


the corner to deliver dev: 
via the option. The k 
decision-making aga 
packages, refining his footwork and keeping a 
level head amid the hype. 

Paterno admits he blew it by 
not making Larry Johnson the 
tailback last fall and 
ding him 
per game, 
plosive open-field 
speed atid teiite hand GEE 
must do a better job of finding 
the hole. Thar may be easier to 
do now that he can settle into a 
rhythm. 

Sean McHugh should emerge 
as the fullback. The converted 
tight end is big enough (6'5", 
264) to guard Mills’ blind side 
against blitzing linebackers. 

Bryant Johnson i is the best of 
He's tall and 
fast and has the ability to sep- 
arate quickly from defensive 
backs. Tony Johnson (Larry's 
little brother) is more of a 
n receiver. 

Offensive tackle Chris 
McKelvy is big and quick, 
but he has often drawn 
Paterno’s ire for packing on weight 


lows 


the wide rec 


Steve Wo! 


Torio is back after mastering the shotgun | 
snap in the first season the Lions used it 
extensively. Tackle Gus Felder was scram- 
bling to finish his degree in the spring. As 
a partial qualifier when he arrived at PSU, 

he must graduate to gain a fifth year of | 


DE 84 Michael Haynes (Sr) 17 Lavon Chisly (Fr) 

The Lions seem to be loaded on the | 48 5 eke) een) 
defensive line with three returning | ig orp aaa 
starters. All-Big Ten tackle Jimmy | eB 25 Rich +34 Gio Vendemia (Fr) 
Kennedy managed 1.5 sacks and jus ce 32 Bye sot (5) 21. Alan Zemaits (Fr) 


eight tackles for a loss in ’01. He came to 


Ricceetaes a fericon templet | $$ 29 Paul Cronin (Fr) 10 Calvin Lowry (Fr.) 

enses after contemplating going pro | 

and will be back for his inl season. |. Special meas 
Fellow tackle Anthony Adams out |p 14 paidAner(sa 


played Kennedy in 2001. He’ short 
(6'0") but surprisingly fast for a 293- 
pounder. End Michael Haynes has 
bulked up to 280 pounds, Whether he 
maintains his speed with the extra beef 
remains to be seen, 
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beyond his ideal 315 pounds. Center Joe Ea Bae 
| QB 7 Zack Mills (So.) 

| FB 42 Sean McHugh Jc) 
| TB 5 Lary Johnson (Sr) 


| DE 87 John Bronson (So,) 
| DT 98 Anthony Adams 
| DT 73 Jimmy Kennedy (' 


| FS 23 Shawn Mayer (St.) 


| KR 5 Larry Johnson (Se) 
| PR 5 Lamy Johnson (St) 


(#) Indicates number of retuming starters 
BOLD indica 
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The linebacker corps will be bolstered by 
the return of Derek Wake, who at 6'3", 240 
brings a combination of size and athletic abil- 
nt of LaVar Atrington. Wake 
in the ’01 opener and 
Toles, who is limited to 35 
snaps per game due to an enzyme disorder, is 
State's best pure backer. Throw in Gino 
Capone and Jimi Mitchell, and the staff will 
have real flexibility at the outside spots. 

Inside are Tim Johnson and converted 
defensive end Sam Ruhe. While the 6'5" 
264-pound Ruhe moves well for his size, he’s 
never played from a stand-up stance. 

Bryan Scott and Shawn Mayer are back at 
left corner and free safety, respectively. And 
there is a good mix of players at strong safety, 
even with returning starcer Yaacov Yisrael 
expected to miss the first five games due to a 
suspension. Penciled in at right corner is 
junior Rich Gardner, but redshirt freshman 
Alan Zemaitis will also get a long look. 

Robbie Gould, who hit 6-of-10 field goals 
and all 29 extra point attempts returns. 
Punter David Royer averaged a career-best 
40.6 yards per kick and downed 19 punts 
inside the 20-yard line. 


yo 

70 Nick Maro ($0) 
74 Tyler Reed (Fe) 
76 Damone Jones (ir) 
98 Casey Wiliams (r) 
12 Michael Robinson (F) 
39 Paul Jefferson (ir) 
22 Pete Gilmore (So.) 
Defense (6) 

86 Jeremiah Davis (S0,) 
98 Tim Falls (Sr) 

60 Tyler Valock (Se) 


cu 
70 Nick Marmo (So.) 


18 Andrew Gumin (So.) 


indicates retuming starters 


2001 Record (Big Ten): 


yer Stadium (107, 
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lis coming, Its a fearful though for 
e everyone who has to face the Rebels and 

their record-setting QB with the royal 
pedigree. Fli Manning can change a game with 
a flick of his right wrist. 

The schedule is tougher but so, too, are the 
Rebels. They return 13 starters and are two- 
deep everywhere except the defensive line. 

“Wee not thinking aboue anything but 


Eli Manning 


playing each game towards making it to 
Aclanta (for the SEC Championship game),” 
ays wide receiver Jason Armstead. 


sa 


Eli Manning broke or 

tied 17 school passing 

records during his breakout 
sophomore season. 


Manning set or tied 17 school-records en 
route to a breakout first season as the starter. 
His accuracy — he completed 63.5 percent of 
his passes and threw 31 TDs to just nine inter- 
ceptions — has pro scouts drooling. He was 
durable a season ago, when he had a veteran 
offensive line protecting him. That crew has 
lost just one starter, so big things are expected. 

At running back, the field is wide open for 
someone to step forward and take over for Joe 
Gunn, who surprised many by earning sec- 
ond-team All-SEC honors. Robert Williams 
has first crack. A shifty runner with good 


| Ole Miss...) 


speed, Williams has never been able to stay 
healthy. Hot on his heels will be Ronald 
McClendon, ranked by many as the No. 1 
junior college prospect in the nation. He has 
that extra gear, but he lacks experience. The 
wild card could be Tremaine Turner, who 
missed last season with injuries, Toward San- 
ford will assume the fullback dutie 

As good as Manning is, his receivers make 
him look that much better, Arm- 


rocket with moves and speed that 
cant be charted, Collins is the 
long-striding, prototype who has 
a penchant for making the spec- 
tacular grab, Bill Flowers steadies 
the group as the ultimate posses- 
sion receiver, while Trey Fryfogle, 
who began the 2001 season as a 
starter, should rebound from a 
rough finish, 

As good as the receivers are, 
none of them rates as high as 
senior tight end Doug Zeigler. 
Aside from having ideal size, 
gler has super-soft hands and 
the ability to stretch a defense, 

The one loss on the offen- 
sive line just happens to be 
All-America left tackle Ter- 
rence Metcalf. But in All-SEC 
center Ben Claxton, the 
Rebels have someone to take 
over that leadership role. 

‘The most gifted of the bunch is massive 
guard Marcus Johnson, whose brother Bel- 
ton moves over from the right side to the 
left to replace Metcalf: The younger John- 
son NEL written all over him, while 
Claxton ranks as one of the nation’s best at 
his position. Doug Buckles returns at left 
guard after earning Freshman All-Americ 
honors. Tré Stallings and Cliff Woodruff } 
will battle for the fifth spo 

The Rebels are undersized and under- 
staffed along the defensive front. Plans to 
stack players in the box may help, Yahrek 
Johnson and Jesse Mitchell man the inside | 
spots, Neither weighs more than 275 
pounds. None of their backups is very big, 


Courtland Richards 


cither. They'll have to make up for a lack of 


bulk with speed and quickness. 

They'll be stronger at the end spots, 
with Josh Cooper and Germain Landrum 
the starters. Still, they lack ideal 
size. Charlie Anderson (eight starts in 


SE 8 Chris Collins (Jt) 
FL 9 Jason Armstead (Sr) 
WR* 3 Trey Fryfogle (So.) 
LT 58 Belton Johnson (Sr.) 
LG 62 Doug Buckles (So.) 
© 55 Ben Claxton (Sr.) 
RG 76 Marcus Johnson (So.) 
RT 74 Ciff Woodruff Jr) 

| TE 89 Doug Zeigler (Sr.) 

| QB 40 Eli Manning (Jt) 
FB* 6 Toward Sanford (St) 
RB 35 Robert Wiliams (Sr) 


DE 99 Josh Cooper (Jc) 
DT 98 Yahvek Johnson (St) 
| NT 95 Jesse Mitchell Jc) 
| DE 56 Germain Landrum (Sr) 
LB 2 Lanier Goethie (Sr) 
LB 4 Eudie Strong (Sr) 

| CB 31 Desmon Johnson (Sr) 
©B 22 Chris Knight (Sr) 

| SS 44 Matt Grier (St) 
FS 26 Etc Olver (S0.) 
WS 5 Von Hutchins (Jr) 


K 86 Jonathan Nichols (So.) 
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2001) and Cory Robinson (six starts) are the 
backups. 

If the Rebels were as deep at defensive tackle 
as they are at linebacker, theyd be talking 
about a trip to the SEC Championship Game. 

All-America candidate Eddie Strong and 
Lanier Goethie lead the way. L.P. Spence, a 
starter last season, will have to find a new niche 
in the scheme, which calls for just two backers. 
And he'll have to compete with Ryan Hamil- 


stead and junior Chris Collins can ton, who took to the scheme extremely well 
match up with any pair, any- during the spring, Justin Wade is finally big 
where, Atmstead is a pint-sized and strong enough to contribute regularly, too. 


Mate Grier headlines the secondary at 
strong safety, where he should push for honors, 
Helll be flanked in the three-safety set by Von 
Hutchins and Eric Oliver, Chris Knight and 
Desmon Johnson take over on the cornet 

Depth shouldn't be a problem with Kelvin 
Robinson, a future star, and Marcus Woodson, 
a starter before being injured last season, 

Jonathan Nichols handled most of the field 
goal and extra point duties, Punter Cody 
Ridgeway returns, too. Armstead, Collins and 
Williams are back in the recurn games and will 
get a boost from McClendon, Mike Espy and 
Taye Biddle. 


Depth Chart 


Offense (7) sf 


84. Bill Flowers (So,) 

7 Taye Biddle (Fr) 

49 Ross Barkley (St) 
75. Bobby Hari (Ft) 

71 James Campbell (S0,) 
53. Justin Sanyer (I) 
73 Chris Spencer (S0,) 
70 Tié Stalings (Ft) 

34 Bo Hartsfield (So.) 
15. David Moris (Sr.) 
42. Rick Razzano (So,) 
5 Ronald McClendon (Jr) 


Defense (6) 


96 Cory Robinson (So.) 
68 McKinley Boykin (So) 
{61 Daniel Booth (So) 

‘85 Charlio Anderson (Jr) 
48 LP, Spence (Jt) \ 
St. Justin Wade (Ir) 

30 Tavarus Home (S0,) 

30 Tavarus Home (So,) 

39 Kelvin Robinson (So,) 
29 Marous Woodson (Jr) 
17 Wes Scott (i) 


Special Teams 


P97 Cody Ridgeway (So,) 
KR 9 Jason Armstead (Sr) 
PR. 9 Jason Amstead (Sr) 
(2) Incicates numberof returning starters 
| BOLD indicates returning starters 
‘The 12 offensive positions represent Ole Miss’ multiple form 
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ane Southern Bolden eagles 


outhern Miss has seen its bully balloon 

pierced, losing three conference games 

in each of the last two seasons. Bur the 
Golden Eagles, who won or shared three of the 
first four C-USA championships, appears 
poised to re-stake their claim. “For a long time, 
we had the bulls-eye on us, and now that’s 
changed some, with Louisville in that (posi- 
tion),” coach Jeff Bower says. “But I think 


Greg Brooks 


we've gor a chance to have a good team.” 

For the first time in three seasons, USM will 
trot out a new quarterback. Micky D'Angelo 
and Zac White have played sparingly in mop- 
up roles, while Dustin Almond is trying to 
make the jump from scout team. White and 
Almond have big arms, but D'Angelo showed 
better zip on his ball in the spring and was 


lauded for his grasp of the offense. 
b consecutive winning sea- 
sons, the longest streak at 
the school since 1951-1967. 


USM has enjoyed eight 


Running back Derrick Nix went down with 
ahigh ankle sprain midway through 2000, and 
kidney problems forced him to redshire in 
2001. Nix is the big, bruising back that USM 
has lacked the past two years. And while no 
burner, he has good speed for a 232-pound 
back, can catch out of the backfield and simply 


120 


stone walls blitzers. “I've always said the best 
thing about Derrick Nix is that there isnt a 
weakness in his game,” says Bower. 

Injuties and graduation helped give birth to 
the “Diaper Brigade” last season, as four crue 
freshmen combined for a third of USM’ 
receptions. Three of them — Rocky Harrison, 
Chris Johnson and Marvin Young — are back 
and will team with LeRoy Handy and Ken- 
neth Johnson to give USM five of 
its top six receivers from "01. 

Kenneth Johnson, 
all year by nagging leg inj 
the “sophomore blues”, and 
Young are the burners, but Handy 
and Harrison have shown the 
ability to make the tough catch 
over the middle. Chris Johnson 
comes out of his routes quickly to 
find coverage seams, 

Tight end Bobby Garner 
played baseball this spring, giving 

Browden and 
Floyd the 


junior Terrell 
sophomore Stuart 
snaps. 

The offensive line is a definite 
strength. Tackle Jeremy Bridges 
and guard Torrin Tucker are 
two of the more physical play- 
ers in C-USA, and are among, 
g the most athletic. Center Jim 
Hicks and tackle Jason 
Jimenez are not man-handlers 
but are hard-nosed, blue-col- 
lar types and are good on their 
feet. Jeremy Parquet may be the pup up 
front, but he got high marks last season for 
his pass protection. 

USM§s attacking defense is predicated 
on quickness, strength and technique in 
the trenches. The 2001 unit was stout 
enough to help USM finish 13th nation- 
ally (101.5 ypg) against the run. 

Skylor Magee and Rayshun 
Jones return to clog the interior, and Chad 
Ruffin has worked his way into a three- 
way rotation, Eric Scott and Ronald Jor 
will allow USM’ run-stuffers to go 
deep. Terrell Paul, a ferocious pass rusher, 
wore down some as he contended with 
double-teams during the latter half of 


wR 
wr 
WG 


SG 
st 


QB 
RB 


DE 


LB 


LB 
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SE 83 Chris Johnson (So.) 
|FL 82 LeRoy Handy (Sr) 


© 68 Jim Hicks (Jr) 


TE 10 Bobby Gamer (Sr.) 


NT 34 Skylor Magee (So.) 
DT 94 Rayshun Jones (Sr.) 


Ban 91 Terrell Paul (Jr.) 


LB 24 Rod Davis (Jt.) 


FC 20 Leroy Johnson (Sr.) 


FS 28 Etric Pruitt (Jt) 
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‘The linebackers were the heart of a unit that 
helped USM rank 1th nationally in total 
defense. Led by Lombardi Trophy candidate 
Rod Davis, this group is just as strong. Davis 
could be as good a middle man as USM has 
had. Strong-side starter Joe Henley may be 
undersized, but he’s as ferocious a hitter as 
Davis, more sound in technique and perhaps 
the fastest of the comps. Michael Boley, a 
thumper who can blitz as well as cover the flac 
routes, moved ahead of Chris Vaughn on the 
ide with his eye-opening play this spring. 

Free safety Etric Pruite is an All-C-USA tal- 
ent with an All-American heart. Alex. Ray 
moves from nickel back to the starting rover 
back; quarterbacks and receivers would do well 
to know where he is lurking. Greg Brooks 
returns as one of the top cover men in the con- 
ference. Leroy Johnson returns at the other 
good enough to allow USM to 
play its comers in man coverage. 

The recurn teams were shaky, ranking 89th 
on punt returns and 106th on kickoff returns, 

Mark Haulman, always solid and often 
rd punting 
appears to be 


we: 


corner and i 


tacular, returns with a 42.3 
average. Placekicker Curtis Jone 
a consistent leg from inside the 45. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (9) 


‘88. Naton Stewart (Fr) 
88. Marvin Young (So,) 
413 Kenneth Johnson (1) 
65. Neal Mead (F.) 
‘54 Buck Miciatto (Sr) 
67 Addaryl Edwards (So,) 
71 Bradley Worthington (F.) 
72 Myron Powe (So.) 
35. Terrell Browiden (Jr) 
7 Micky D'Angelo (S0.) 16 Zac White (So.) 
43 Derrick Nix (Sr) ‘39 James Walley (So.) 
Defense (8) 


56 Darts MeKende (Jc) 97 Seante Willams (Jt) 
% Chad Rutfn So.) 
92 Efe Scott (S0.) 

40. LeVon Pears (So) 
53. Kevis Coley (Fr) 
51 Dilan Clecker (So, 
48 Chis Vaughn (St) 
18 Tootie Myers (Fx) 
2 Corey Yates (Sr) 

42 Darrell Bennett (So, 
42 Antoine Cash (So.) 


Special Teams 
36 Curtis Jones (Sr.) 


Rocky Harrison (So.) 
73 Jeremy Bridges (St.) 
77 Jeremy Parquet (So.) 


76 Tortin Tucker (St.) 
75 Jason Jimenez (St) 


2 Joe Henley (Sr) 
27 Michael Boley (S0.) 


5 Greg Brooks (Jr.) 
14 Alex Ray (It) 


2001. Buc he is the prototypical bandic 
end, a hybrid end/linebacker position. 
Starting end Brian Evans quit the team 
after being beaten out during spring drills 
by Darris McKenzie. McKenzie is more 
physical and better able to shed blockers 
and hold his ground at the point of attack. 
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P23 Mark Haulman (Sx) 
KR 83 Chvis Johnson (So.) 
PR 13 Kenneth Johnson (i) 


(#) indicates number of retuming starters 
BOLD indicates retuming starters 


Weed Cosct: Jel! Bower 
2002 Presiction: 2nd CUSA 


200% Record (CUSA)! 6-5 (4-3) 
MAM. Roberts Staaiom (33,000) 
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he Pittsburgh Panthers practice in a 
Toc facility, they play at one 
of the finest stadiums in the country, 
re bringing in high-profile recruits and 
've gone to bowls three of the past five 
years, “Tid say we've dotted the is and crossed 
the ¢$ at this point,” coach Wale Harris says. 
“The key is to keep getting better.” 
Whether Pittsburgh can build off its Tan- 


Bryan Anderson 


gerine Bowl victory and six-game winning 
streak to close out the 2001 season is uncer- 
tain, The Panthers lost all-everything wide 
receiver Antonio Bryant to the NEL and also 
lost experienced quarterback David Priestley. 


Pittsburgh’s current QBs 


p have combined for 22 career 
completions. 


For the moment, Harris has handed the 
keys to his West Coast offense to Rod Ruther- 
ford, an athletic junior who has difficulties 
with accuracy. If Rutherford falters, he could 
be replaced by true freshman Tyler Palko, the 
top recruit from Western Pennsylvania and a 
better passer. Another potential starter is 6'6" 
sophomore Pat Hodery, who's impressed 
Harris with his powerful throwing ability 

Pittsburgh has a stable of tailbacks, begin- 
ning with 2001 starter Raymond Kirkley (645 
yards on 155 carries). Though the hard-charg- 


Pittsburgh, }.0rs 


ing Kirkley had a strong freshman season, he 
will have a hard time getting onto the field with 
Brandon Miree in the picture, Miree had a 
strong spring while Kirkley recovered from 
wrist surgery. Mirce transferred from Alabama 
two games into last season and is eligible to play 
this fall. He combines speed and power and 
proved he was capable as a Bama freshman. 

Clearing paths are multi-purpose fullbacks 
Lousaka Polite and Dustin Pic- 
ciotti, a blue-chip recruit three 
years ago who sat out last season 
due to recurring concussions. 

Receiver Lamar Slade (27 
catches, 226 yards) has the best 
hands on the team and has shown 
flashes of greatness, but he’s been 
inconsistent. Roosevelt Bynes is 
the other starter, but he'll be 
pushed by talented newcomers 
Princell Brockenbrough and true 
freshman Larry Fitzgerald, Brock- 
enbrough was possibly the top 
junior college wideout in 2001. 

The receiving corps will get 
plenty of help from tight end Kris 
Wilson, who is agile enough to 
line up asa wideout, and sure- 
handed Erik Gill. 

All five offensive line 
starters are back from a unit 
that meshed well after experi- 
encing some growing pains. 

Left tackle Rob Petitti 
(6'6", 330) has the makings 
of a top-tier lineman in the Big East, and 
seniors Chad Reed at center and Bryan 
Anderson at right guard are a lethal one- 
two punch. Left guard Dan LaCarte, who 
moved into a starting spot five games into 


Dowd Preston 


last season, and big right tackle Mare Mor- | us Defense\(7). = 
gan (6'7", 295) comprise the rest of the Npaneeavene aah #8 fat ss ae 


front five. This group can cure a lot of the 
team’s offensive shortcomings if it enables 
Harris to utilize a ball-control style. 

The graduation of sack specialist Bryan 
Knight was a tough hie, but the emergence 
of ends Brian Guzek, Ryan Smith and 


; j c) 20 Tee Monts (Fr) 

Claude Harriott could wie up for | $5 ai yan Gila) 3 Daren er) 
Knight’s departure. On the inside, Harris “Special Teams 

used seven players at the two tackle spots, | 4 sass masig 

though ic will be hard to take powerhouse | p35 any Lee) 

‘Tyre Young off the field this season. The | KR 5 Torrie Cox St) 

noseguard is a potent run stopper with the | PR 5 Tome Cox(S:) 

athleticism of a linebacker. (#) Indicates number of returning starters | 


Middle linebacker Gerald Hayes is fast, 
strong and sniffs out ball carriers like few 
can. A first-team All-Big East pick, Hayes 


‘SE 86 Lamar Slade (Sr.) 


FL 87 Roosevelt Bes (So,) 81. Joe Stephens (Fr) 
LT 78 Rob Petitti (So.) 70 Jason Capiz (Fr) 
LG 52 Dan LaCarte (Jt.) 66 Penny Semaia (Jr) 


© 64 Chad Reed (Sr) 
RG 77 Bryan Anderson (Sr) 
RT 75 Matt Morgan (Jr) 
TE 83 Kris Wilson (Jr) 

| QB 12 Rod Rutherford (ir) 

FB 32 Lousaka Polite (Jr) 
TB 2% Brendon Mee (J) 


DT 94 Dan Stephens (So.) 

DE 90 Claude Harriott (J) 

LB 48 Lewis Moore (Jt) 

LB 51 Gerald Hayes (St) 

LB 15 Brian Beinecke (Sr.) 

CB 19 Shawntae Spencer (Jr) 3. Taron Grey (Sr) 
CB 5 Torrie Cox (Sx) 
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is flanked by NFL prospect Lewis Moore and 
returning starter Brian Beinecke. 

The cornerback position is loaded with tal- 
ented and experienced players, with AlL-Big 
East candidates Torrie Cox and Shawntae 
Spencer leading the charge. Senior Shawn 
Robinson has seen extensive action in his 
career and will rotate with Cox and Spencer. 

The strong safety spot will be manned by a 
new starter, likely Tyrone Gilliard, and should 
complement the corners. Former cornerback 
William Ferguson takes over at free safety. 

Pittsburgh unexpectedly lost Ramon Walker 
to the NFL Drafy, leaving it without its leading 
tackler and heart and soul of the defense. 
Corey Humphries was projected to take over 
for Walker but tore his ACL this spring, as did 
projected strong safety Gary Urschler. 

Pittsburgh lost kicker Nick Lovz, but true 
freshman David Abdul could cushion the blow. 
Abdul was among the top high school kickers 
in the nation, Punter Andy Lee returns for his 
third season and looks to improve on his aver- 
age of 41.1 yards per kick in 2001. Cox is back 
again to return kickoffs after averaging 24,0 per 
return last season, and sure-handed Yogi Roth 
replaces Bryant as the team’s top punt returner, 


Depth Chart 


Offense (8) 
82 Yogi Roth (Jr.) 


62 Justin Bearsk So.) 

TA Jon Sohal (i) 

67 Dale Wiliams (Fx) 

45 Ek Gil (Ft) 

16. Pat Hoderny (S0.) 

30 Dustin Piciot(So.) 

43 Raymond Kirkley (So.) 


63 Darrel McMurray (J) 
55. Thomas Smith (Fr) 
24 Mike Jemison (So,) 
40 Joe Dipre (Fr) 

6 Malcolm Postel (So, 


7 Shawn Robinson (St) 


Big East): 7-5 (4-3) 
Heinz Feld (85,000) 


Sth Big East 
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pportunity or burden? Iowa State's 
0 2002 schedule could be a litte of both. 
Coach Dan McCartney hopes it is the 
former, although with Florida State, Towa, 
Nebraska, ‘Texas Tech, Oklahoma, Texas, 
Kansas State and Colorado, all 2001 bowl 
teams, on the schedule, another winning sea- 
son will be a challenge. 
ISU will need a couple of upsets to con- 


Seneca Wallace 


tinue its turnaround under McCarney and go 
to a third straight bowl, a first for a program 
that has gone 16-8 the past two years. 


© ISU's 16 wins over the 
last two seasons is the 
best two-year run in Ames 

since Earl Bruce guided the 


Cyclones to 16 wins in his final two 
seasons at ISU (1977-78). 


ISU will go as far as senior quarterback 
Seneca Wallace takes it. The Heisman Trophy 
candidate was named the Big 12 Conference's 
Offensive Newcomer of the Year after throw- 
ing for 2,044 yards and 11 touchdowns and 
running for 475 more and seven scores in 
2001. Wallace is an elusive runner who can 
run and throw, and throw on the run, His 
arm strength and accuracy are unquestioned, 
as is his knowledge of the game. 

A couple of traditional drop-back passers 
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back up Wallace: Cris Love and Dustin Ochs, 
1 2001 junior college transfer, Love emerged 
from the spring No. 2 on the depth chart. 

Hiawatha Rutland and Michael Wagner 
emerged during the spring as the top two 
candidates to claim the No. 1 tailback spot. 
Rutland is the Cyclones’ most powerful run- 
ner; Wagner is a speed back who has yet to 
prove he can get 20 carries per game and 
remain healthy. JaMaine Billups, 
H ahighly toured 2000 recruit, and 
redshirt freshman Brian Thomp- 
son are next in line. 

Lane Danielsen and Jack 
Whitver, both former walk-ons, 
are the two starters returning to 
the Cyclones’ three-wide offensive 
attack. Danielsen led ISU in 
catches (49) and receiving yards 
(694) last season and is @ running 
threat, Whitver is a good posses- 
sion receiver with speed. Jamaul 
Montgomery, once a highly 
touted recruit, has e 
speed to be a top re 

Replacing three starters on the 
offensive line, including both 
tackles, will be tough, bur 
this is nothing new. ISU also 
had to replace three line 
starters from its 2000 
Insight.com Bowl team. 

H Zach Butler, a solid run 
‘ald and pass protector who may 
be ISU's best returning offen- 
sive lineman, is back at center, and Bob 
Montgomery returns at guard. Casey Shel- 
ton, the one-time stud of McCarney's 
Class of 1999, saw extensive time at both 
tackle spots last year, 

On the defensive side of the ball, Tyson 
Smith is poised to become a star at rush 
end if he can put on some weight — and 
keep it on. A heavily recruited high school 
linebacker, Smith made great strides dur- 
ing the latter part of the 2001 season, He 
is a better pass rusher than run stopper. 
Tackle Jordan Carstens, a former walk-on, 


came to ISU in 1999 weighing 220 | 5 tammctimenstiey 6 eerac ry 

pounds. He is up to 300 and ready for a ayer 2 

breakout year, Special Teams 
Converted offensive lineman Brent | § Heya 


Nelson, a sophomore who has bulked up 
to 278 pounds, may start immediately at 
noseguard. 

Linebacker Matt Word's breakout 
game came at a perfect time —The Inde- 
pendence Bowl. Word was all over the 


ATHLON® Sports” 


SE 82 Lane Danielsen (Jt.) 
LT 74 Casey Shelton Ur) 

LG 65 Bob Montgomery (Jr) 69 DeWayne Johnson (Sr) 
© 68 Zach Butler (Sr) 
RG 67 Luke Vander Sanden (So,) 78 Colin Menard (Jr) 
RT 70 Cale Stubbe (So.) 
TE. 93 Kyle Knock (Sr) 
WR 83 Jamaul Montgomery (It) 23. David Banks Bursey (J) 
QB 15 Seneca Wallace (Sr.) 16 Cris Love (So.) 

‘TB 12 Hiawatha Rutland (Jr) 


FL 26 Jack Whitver (Jr) 80 Lance Young UJ) 
Defense (7) 
RE 4 Tyson Smith (Jr) 85 Beau Coleman (St) 


DT 92 Jordan Carstens (Jn) 
NG 60 Brent Nelson (So.) 

DE 43 Cephus Johnson (Ft) 
LB 41 Jeromy Loyd (Sr.) 
LB 7 Matt Word (Sr.) 

LB 33 Brandon Brown (S0.) 
CB 16 Harold Clewis (Jr) 
CB 24 Atif Austin (Sr.) 


KR 5 Todd Miller (So,) 
PR 5 Todd Miller (So,) 


(#) indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates retuming starters 
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field in that game, showing the speed at mid- 
dle linebacker that should make him an All- 
Big 12 player this fall. He sat out spring ball 
recovering from shoulder surgery, but at full 
strength he could be a star. Talented Chris 
Whitaker, who started as a freshman in 1999 
but missed all but one game last season with 
a knee injury, will return. 

Strong-side linebacker Jeremy Loyd was the 
Cyclones’ Defensive Player of the Year in 2001 
after transferring from junior college. 

Cornerback Atif Austin, who was recover- 
ing from off-season shoulder surgery during 
the spring, is one of the more unheralded 
players in the Big 12. An excellent cover cor- 
ner, he has also improved against the run. 
Harold Clewis shared time with and eventu- 
ally separated himself from Johnny Smith III 
last season and despite inconsistencies in cov- 
erage showed a knack for the big play (two 
interceptions). Ellis Hobbs, a converted run- 
ning back, will play and may replace Clewis 
as the starter opposite Austin, 

Tony Yelk will likely handle punts, field 
goals, extra points and kickoffs, though he 
must improve his 8-for-18 field goal perfor- 
mance, 


Depth Chart 


Offense (5) 


5 Todd Miller (So.) 
74 Wade Boehm (Fr) 


79. Matt Bockes (Jr) 


72 Kory Pence (F.) 
85. Kenny Segin (So.) 


4. Michae! Wagner (i) 


51. Andy Leaders (So,) 
“99 Federico Samuel (Jt) 
‘91 Tim TeBrink (So.) 
58. Erik Anderson (So,) 
47 Chis Whitaker (Jc) 
23 Walker Scott (Fr) 
10 Johnny Smith I (J) 
19 Elis Hobbs (S0.) 
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NZ Virginia atiers 


hile the Wahoo nation is abuzz 
about a top 10 recruiting class in Al 
Groh's first full-fledged effort, Groh 


cautions that the program remains in a 
rebuilding stage, In order to restore Virginia 
football to contender status, Groh believes he 
needs two more outstanding recruiting classes. 

A number of Virginia passing records fell 
last season, But Matt Schaub is now the only 


Billy McMullen 


experienced quarterback in the program. 


Schaub started six games, including UVas vic- 
tory over Penn State. Critics believed the 
youngster made too many mistakes. Schaub 
spent the off-season trying to improve his deci- 
sion-making and short passing game, 


Alvin Pearman led the 
Cavs in 01 with 374 rush- 


ah ing yards, the lowest team- 
leading total at UVa since '77. 


Alvin Pearman became the first crue fresh- 
man to lead Virginia in rushing since 1986, 
But there is a question if Pearman, at 5'10", 
195 pounds, can take the game-to-game phys- 
ical beating of an every-down back. Pearman 
certainly exhibited the speed to get outside and 
a keen knowledge of the game. He will be chal- 
lenged by Marquis Weeks, who played on spe- 
cial teams last season, and by a talented group 
of prized recruits, 


Junior Kase Luzar moved from tight end to 
fullback in the spring and will battle converted 
tailback Brandon Isaiah for the starting job. 

Billy McMullen is everybody's All-Ameri- 
can, The rangy wideout surpassed the receiving 
marks of such greats as Herman Moore and 
Germane Crowell. No matter the coverage, 
McMullen exhibited an uncanny ability to get 
open, He isnt exceptionally fast, but he has 

outstanding jumping ability and 

great hands. Groh needs to find 
some more receivers to take the 
pressure off McMullen, Michael 

McGrew showed last season that 

he could make the tough catch, 

Ottowa Anderson's speed could 

make him a threat. 

Tight end is a big question 
mark as Patrick Estes and Heath 
Miller, who moved over from 
quarterback in the spring, bate 
for the starting job. 

Groh believes that junior Kevin 
Bailey is one of the best left tack- 
les in the ACC. He also believes 
Bailey is one of the best cente 
the league, which leaves the c 
with a dilemma, Where B 
ley will line up will be dic- 
tated by whether UVa can 
develop a left tackle who can 
protect the quarterback and 
| whether junior Jay Green can 

> handle the center position. 

‘The right side of the line 

returns intact with Mike Mullins at tackle 
and Elton Brown at guard. Groh may 
inject some of the freshmen into the lineup. 

Graduation wiped out the entire defen- 
sive line in the 3-4 scheme, but Groh isn't 
panicking because the replacements have 
better size, Chris Canty and Larry Sim- 
mons will line up at ends, while Andrew 
Hoffman will move in at nosetackle. Hoff 
man and Canty have three years of eligibil- 
ity remaining, Hoffman played as a 
freshman in 2000 but redshirted last year 
to beef up and learn the new system, 

‘There is no experienced depth behind 
the trio, so the coaches may have to rely on 
the incoming class to shore up the ine, | 

With inside "backer Angelo Crowell | § 
leading the way, the linebacking corps is 
the strength of the team, A second-team 
AILACC player in 2001, the aggressive 
Crowell broke the school single-season 
record for tackles with 144. 

Raymond Mann, who moved to line- 


© 57 Jay Green (Jr) 

RG 61 Elton Brown (So.) 
RT 72 Mike Mullins (Sr) 
TE 87 Patrick Estes (S0.) 

QB 7 Matt Schaub (Jn) 
FB 86 Kase Luzar J) 

TB 21 Alvin Pearman (So.) 


DE 95 Chis Canty So.) 

LB 47 Raymond Mann (Jt) 

LB 55 Angelo Crowell (St) 
‘LB 44 Meri Robertson (Sr) 

LB 59 Bryan White (So.) 

CB 25 Art Thomas (Jr, 

CB 22 Aimondo Curry (Jr) 


“ss 3 
FS 20 Shemnard Newby (Sr) 39 Chris Willams (St) 


KR. 21 Alvin Pearman (So.) 
PR 21 Alin Pearman (So,) 


(#) Indicates number of retuming starters 
BOLD indicates retuming starters 
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backer last year as a sophomore, will line up at 
one outside spot, while Merrill Robertson, 
injured much of last season, will join Crowell 
inside, giving the Cavaliers physical play and 
mobility at all chree positions. Two high school 
All-Americans, Ahmad Brooks and Kai 
Parham, could also make immediate impacts. 

All four starting defensive backs and the top 
reserves return, giving the Cavaliers their most 
experienced secondary in several years. Jerton 
Evans and Shernard Newby return at safety 
along with reserve Chris Williams, Evans is an 
ressive strong safety who racked up 83 tack- 
les last season, while Newby was second in the 
ACC last year with five interceptions. 

Corner is a bit of a sore spot, even though 
Art Thomas and Almondo Curry return as 
starters, Thomas, a converted running back, 
emerged late in the season, picking up a fum- 
ble and returning it 92 yards for a TD that 
turned around the Penn State game. Curry, a 
hard hitter who caused three fumbles, gets 
picked on because of his 5'8" size, 

The kicking game is perhaps the biggest 
question mark on the team. One of the leading. 
candidates for both the punting and placekick- 
ing duties is incoming recruit Tom Hagan. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (7) 

ill McMullen, (Sr) 83 Ottowa Anderson (So,) 
chao | MeGrew (Jr) 37 Ryan Sawyer Vr) 
62 Brian Barthelmes (Fr.) 
79. Ben Garber (Jr) 
5. Kevin Bailey (In) 
70. Mark Farrington (So,) 
71 Joe Holt (So,) 
89 Heath Miller (Fr.) 
18 Marques Hagans (Fr.) 
32 Brandon Isaiah (So.) 
5 Marquis Weeks (So.) 


Defense (6) 


92 Lamy Simmons (Jr) 98. Brennan Schmit (F.) 

60 Andrew Hoffman (S0.) 99. Justin Walker (ir) 

67 Matt Stone (Fr) 

41. Marcus Hardy (So.) 
Kei Perham (Fc) 

‘53. Rich Bedesem (So.) 
‘Ahmad Brooks (Fr) 

36 Jermaine Hardy (S0.) 

29 Jamaine Winborne (J) 

39 Chris Wiliams (St) 


vin Balley (Jr) 
78 Micah Kimball (i) 


jerton Evans (Sr) 


Special Teams 


38 Bryan Smith (S0.) 
Tom Hagan (Fr.) 


‘2001 Record (ACC): 5-7 (3-5) 
Scott Staulim (62,500) 
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wo digits are dogging the Bulldogs at 
Te: turn: 3 and 8. Maybe State 

deserves a little dogging, after a team 
picked to win the SEC West fizzled out 
before the end of September. “We're at this 
point because of what we didn’t do,” says 
Bulldogs senior All-America linebacker Mario 
Haggan, one of the few holdovers from the 
1999 team that finished 10-2. “We can either 


Mario Haggan 


hang our heads and feel sorry for ourselves, or 
we can shake it off and come back swinging 
this season. My guess is welll ight.” 


The Bulldogs won just two SEC 
games, the school’s fewest 
total since the 1995 club went 1-7. 


Wayne Madkin, the school career passing 
leader, is gone after watching Kevin Fant rake 
over the program. A fiery gunslinger, Fant 
completed 74-of-119 passes for 1,096 yards 
and eight TDs over a five-game span. Fant is a 
leader, and the first quarterback in the Jackie 
Sherrill era to combine the skills and intangi- 
bles that the Bulldogs need under center. 
‘There are no more excuses for running back 
Dontae Walker, who has yet to crack the 1,000- 
yard mark in a season for the Bulldogs. Walker's 
1,727 career yards have him near the top 10 on 
the school’ all-time list, but he was expected to 
be amassing that kind of total in a single season. 
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He had the best spring practice session of his 
career and will be the featured back. 

His backups include speedster Fred Reid 
and freshman Parade All-Americans Jerious 
Norwood and Nick Turner. Both have a fifth 
gear and will be counted on for contribu- 
tions. Fullback Justin Griffith returns from a 
neck injury, and backup Darnell Jones will 
also play a vital role in the backfield. 

The receivers joined Fant in 
finishing the season strong. 
Justin Jenkins and senior three- 
year starter Terrell Grindle are 
poised for huge seasons. After a 
shaky start, Jenkins bounced 
back with back-to-back 100-plus 
yard games to end the season, 
Grindle, who has a knack for 
coming up with the circus catch, 
is one of the team’s fastest play- 
ers. Their backups, sophomores 
Ray Ray Bivines and Antonio 
Hargro, have as much or more 
talent. All they lack is experience. 

If the Bulldogs ever figure out 
what they have in senior tight end 
Donald Lee, he could have a 
breakout season. 

Three starters return to an 


found its way last season. | _ 

Junior All-SEC candidate 
Derrick Thompson has to 
= rebound from off-season 
* knee surgery at his left tackle 
spot. Helll be joined by guard Donald 
Tucker and center Blake Jones. To protect 
Fant, they'll need some serious help from 
a group that includes Michael Allen, 
junior college transfer Manuel Dickson, 
David Stewart, Brad Weathers and red- 
shirt freshman Chris McNeil. 

The rock of Bulldog defenses in the past, 
the front line is now the weakest link. 
Returning starters Kahlil Nash and Tommy 
Kelly lead the new crop. Kelly has frighten- | s 
ing potential but hasnt shown that he can | $ 
dominate. Ronald Fields started three times 
as a freshman and played in every game. 
Seniors Michael Oyefesobi and Dannie 
Snyder, junior Lennie Day and sopho- | « 
mores Jadice Moore and Demotto Young- | P 
blood will have to be quality backups. 

Kamau Jackson and Jason Clark, line- 
backers last season, have been shifted to 
end. Both are proven playmakers. 

One of the few bright spots in a bleak 
season was Haggan, who didn‘ stray from 


ello 


ATHLON® Sports™ 


offensive line that never 


SE 15 Terrell Grindle (St) 
| TE 84 Donald Lee (Sr) 
“LT 76 Derrick Thompson (Jt) 72 Carl Hutchins (Sc) 
LG 73 Donald Tucker (Jr.) 
C63 Blake Jones (Jr) 
RG 64 Brad Weathers (So.) 
RT 60 David Stewart (So,) 
-FL_ 8 Justin Jenkins (Jr.) 
QB 16 Kevin Fant Jc) 

FB 31 Justin Griffith (Sc) 
TB 3 Dontee Walker (St) 


DE 48 Kamau Jackson (Jr) 
DT 92 Kahlil Nash (St. 
NT 93 Ronald Fields (So.) 
DT 55 Tommy Kelly (Jr.) 
DE 40 Jason Ciark (ie) 

LB 98 Mario Haggan (Sr.) 


CB 24 Demetric Wright (Sr.) 
CB 2 Korey Banks (St) 
FS 47 Josh Morgan (Si 


KR 3 Dontae Walker (St) 
PR 10 Ray Ray Bivines (So.) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates retuming starters 
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his perch as one of the SEC's best "backers 
despite injury troubles. A sideline-to-sideline 
performer, Haggan could’ve skipped town for 
the NFL Draft. Hell wreak havoc from his 
old middle linebacker spot after spending 
most of last season out of position at end. 

TJ. Mawhinney, the starter last season in 
the middle, offers support, along with red- 
shirt freshman Brandon Downing, 

Senior free safety Josh Morgan earned All- 
SEC honors for his play. Hell need some help 
from cornerbacks Korey Banks and Demetric 
Wright ifthe Bulldogs are ro resume their nasty 
ways in the secondary. The DOG safety spots 
are up for grabs becween Walter Burdett, Milas 
Randle, Bryan Shumaker, Gabe Wallace, 
Clarence McDougal and Rico Bennett. ‘True 
freshman Darren Williams, a Parade All-Amer- 
ican, will push for playing time. 

Kicker John Michael Marlin was inconsis- 
tent a year ago and appears to have been 
unseated by walk-on Brent Smith, who 
booted field goals from the 47- to 57-yard 
range during spring drills. The battle will 
continue through the fall. Jared Cook will 
resume his punting duties. Walker, Jenkins 
and Bivines will handle the return chores. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (7) 


10 Ray Ray Bivines (So.) 
87 Aaron Lumpkin (J) 


69. Will Rogers (So.) 

61. ‘Kye Watson (St) 

79 Michel Alen (Sr) 
78. Eric Thompson (Jt) 
80 Antonio Hatgro (S0,) 
17‘ Yor (Ft) 

33. Damell Jones (So.) 
5 Fred Reid (So,) 


Defense (7) 

48 Corey Brown (Jr.) 

48 Lennie Day (i) 

52 Dannie Snyder (Sr) 
94. Michael Oyefesob (Se) 
49. Terus Morgan (So.) 
53 TJ. Mawhinney (Jr) 
4 Milas Randle (J) 

7_ Bryan Shumaker (S0.) 
26 Richard Ball (Sr) 

25 Siovekia Grifth So.) 
28 Jonathan Bell So.) 


| Teams 


21 Gabe Wallace (So.) 
11 Wetter Burdett (Sx) 


Spec 
42 John Michael Marin (Je) 
43 Jared Cook (So.) 


Sheri 


jh SEC West 


2004 Record (SEC): 3-8 (2-6) 
Davis Wade Stadium (52,884) 
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MISS GOLDY® 


Sanderson CHICKEN FROM 


5 SANDERSON FARMS ... 
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Miss Goldy® Chicken from Sanderson 
Farms is always number one at making your 
tailgate party a victory. 

Fry it up crisp and golden. Toss it on the 
grill. No matter how you prepare Miss Goldy 


Chicken from Sanderson Farms, it’s good! 


W, Louisiana Teh cogs 


© what do you do for an encore? 
Ss ‘That's the question facing Louisiana 
Tech head coach Jack Bicknell after 
his Bulldogs overcame ninth-place preseason 
predictions to win the Western Athletic Con- 
ference championship in their inaugural sea- 
son in the league. 
Te wasn't any fluke, either. Louisiana Tech 
set a school record by scoring 40 or more 


Luke McCown 


points in six straight games en route to a 7—1 
conference mark and a Humanitarian Bowl 
berth against Clemson. 

With 15 starters returning, including tal- 
ented junior quarterback Luke McCown, 
don't expect the Bulldogs to sneak up on any- 
body in the WAC this year. 


Junior Luke McCown has 
already thrown 49 touchdown 
passes in his two years at 


Louisiana Tech. 


With David Carr having departed Fresno 
State for the NFL, the Bulldogs now possess 
the conference’ top quarterback in McCown, 
a second-team All-WAC pick in 2001. 
Although only a junior, McCown has already 
totaled a dozen games in which he has 
thrown for over 300 yards. He threw for 
3,337 yards and 28 touchdowns in 2001. 
“He's a fantastic player,” Bicknell says. “He's 


126 


a good athlete with a great arm. He’ gor a lot 
of leadership ability. But he still has room for 
improvement. If he does continue to improve, 
he could be one of the top quarterbacks in the 
country.” 

Opposing defenses won't be able to focus 
simply on stopping McCown and the Bull- 
dogs’ explosive passing attack. That's because 
senior Joe Smith, a second-team All-WAC 
pick who rushed for 874 yards 
on 172 carries and scored seven 
touchdowns, returns. 

Bicknell is also expecting 
immediate contributions from 
Ralph Davis, a junior college 
transfer who rushed for 1,334 
yards on 212 carties at Jones 
(Miss.) Community College. 

Bicknell will have to rely on 
some key veterans to step in for 
departed receivers John Simon 
and Delwyn Daigre. D.J. Curry 
is an all-conference candidate 
after catching 52 passes for 756 
yards and eight touchdowns. 
And Ahmad’ Harris, Erick 
Franklin and Corey Berlin all 
have starting experience, 

Just how strong the receiv- 
ing corps becomes, however, 
will depend on the develop- 
ment of sophomores 
‘Tramissian Davis and Danny | 
2 Wilson and a pair of highly 

regarded freshmen, Freddie 
King and Alton Bryant. 

The Bulldogs lose three of their top six 
offensive linemen from a year ago, but 
Bicknell believes a strong influx of junior 
college transfers will make this a deeper 
position than in recent years. “We have a 
Jot more numbers there than in the past,” 
Bicknell says. “And that’s good. It seems 
like ever since I've been here we've always 
been praying that nobody would get hurt.” 

Tackles Damian Lavergne and Michael 
Gilmore headline the returnees. Center 
Shawn Mutf¥ is also back. 

Bicknell and new co-defensive coordi- 
nator Rick Smith will switch to a four- | 
man front this season despite the fact the 
Bulldogs lose two key starters. 

Brandon Avance returns at one end 
and will be joined by Carlin Thomas, 
who moves back to the line after playing | 
linebacker last year. Four players who saw 
significant action in 2001 return to vie 
for the two starting tackle spots: seniors 


c 
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QB 11 Luke McCown (Jt) 


DT 91. Quincy Myles (St) 


1B eee, 
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Spencer Young and Quincy Myles, junior 
Jemelle Cage and sophomore Chris Van Hoy. 

Second team All-WAC performer Curtis 
Randall returns at weak-side linebacker to 
anchor what should be the strength of the 
defense. Gerome Wallace, who started seven 
games a year ago, and John Nash, who started 
four games, return at middle linebacker, 
while Chris Marshall and Antonio Crow 
should split time ar the strong-side position. 
Bicknell is also expecting big things from 
senior middle linebacker Adam McConathy, 
a transfer from Texas. 

Willie Sheppard returns at field comer 
where he has started for two years. Corey 
Brazil, who saw action in all 12 games last 
season, will likely man the boundary corner. 

Michael John Lenard, a three-year starter 
known for his hard hits, returns at strong 
safety. Michael Johnson will attempt to 
replace All-America rover Bobby Gray. 

Placekicker Josh Scobee was a 2001 Lou 
Groza Award semifinalist after connecting on 
18-of-22 field goals and 44-of-45 PATS. 
Dustin Upton is back to handle the punting 
duties after averaging 41.7 yards on his 57 
attempts. 


Depth Chart 


5 Marcus Stewart (Fi) 
58 Shawn Murff (St) 


RG 72 Adsian Gonzalez (So.) 
RT 70 Damian Lavergne (St.) 76 Clarence Casey (c) 


) Major Richmond (Sr) 4 Aaron Capps (So.) 
16 Maxie Causey (Sc) 
32 Alyn Sloan (Ft) 


Defense (7) 


_ DE 36 Brandon Avance (Sr.) 90 Booker T. Washington (Sr.) 


‘48 Spencer Young (St) 99. Jemelle Cage Jr) 
96 Chris Van Hoy (So.) 
45, Trevon Brown (So.) 
‘BA. Antonio Crow (i) 
47 John Nash (So.) 


92 Carlin Thomas (St) 
40 Chris Marshall (Sr. 


2001 Record (WAC); 7-5 (7-1) 
adm (30,600) 
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iy Pur BSilermakers 


he season cant arrive soon enough for Joe 
Te and Purdue. Tiller’s anticipation 

stems from the experience (17 starters, 
including nine on offense) and talent returning 
to West Lafayette. “I wish we could get started 
right now,” says Tiller. “I just feel like we're 
going to be a better football team. We're going 
to do it by hard work and tweaking our system, 
which will put us in a position to be successful.” 


Stuart Schweigert 


Kyle Orton established himself as Purdue's 
No. 1 man behind center after starting the 
final three games of the 2001 season as a true 
freshman. Orton continued getting a better 
grasp of the system during spring practice. In 
addition to his size and composure, coaches 
love Orton's arm strength and velocity, 


Purdue has won 83.3 per- 
cent of its games in Ross- 
Ade Stadium under Joe Tiller. 


Purdue's inability to run the football effec- 
tively, particularly in short-yardage situations, 
was a major factor in the late-season slide. 

Montrell Lowe, who has rushed for nearly 
2,500 yards and 15 TDs in his career, returns 
for his final season after struggling as a junior. 
Purdue will turn to Joey Hartis when it wants 
more speed out of the backfield. Redshirt 
freshman Jerod Void, a state champion hurdler 
in high school, has been moved ftom receiver 


to running back. At 6'2", Void gives the Boil- 
ermakers better size and aggressiveness. 

Considering how unhappy Tiller was with 
the receivers in 2001, it should be an interest- 
ing fall camp. Although every starter returns, 
no one has locked up a starting spot. 

In just his first season, Taylor Stubblefield 
led Purdue in receiving and will likely be one 
of the team’s top threats, Also seeing consid- 
erable playing time will be John 
Standeford. At just 191 pounds, 
he has trouble against bigger 
defensive backs, but he has soft 
hands. Seth Morales and Kevin 
Noel will also figure into the 
mix. Junior college transfer 
Anthony Chambers lived up to 
his advanced billing during the 
spring. As a result, helll likely 
start, Also making a bid will Ray 
Williams, who might be the 
most sought-after receiver Pur- 
due has signed under Tiller. 

Although tight end Tim Strat- 
ton, the school’s all-time leading 
receiver (204 catches), is gone, 
Mike Rhinehart and Charles 
Davis are expected to con- 
tinue making that position a 
viable weapon, 

With four starters back, the 
offensive line is expected to be 
much improved this fall, 
Kelly Kitchel, who started the 
last five games a year ago, is 
expected to take over at left guard. Center 
Gene Mruczkowski is the leader up front. 
He has a team-high 36 career starts. Kelly 
Buder will start at right tackle; Rob Turner, 
who broke his left leg in the eighth game 
last season, is the starting right guard; and 
Pete Lougheed will start at left tackle. The 
average size of those five starters is just 
under 300 pounds. 

All-Big Ten defensive end Akin Ayodele 
and tackle Matt Mitrione will be missed. 
Kevin Nesfield, a converted linebacker, will 
fill the void left by Ayodele, while Brandon 
Johnson takes over for Mitrione, 

Returning starters Shaun Phillips, at 
end, and Craig Terrill, at tackle, should 
continue to blossom. Phillips possesses all 
the tools to be Purdue’ next great sack 
artist. There might not bea harder worker 
on the team than Terrill, who was held 
out of spring contact after knee surgery. 

Purdue's linebacking corps returns intact 
and should be among the nation’s elite. 
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WR 82 John Standeford (Jr) 
WR 24 Taylor Stubblefield (So.) 84 Seth Morales (St.) 
WR 20 Anthony Chambers (Jr) 


DT 92 Craig Teril (Jr) 
DT 65 Brandon Jo 
DE 40 Kevin Nesfield (i) 

LB 47 Landon Johnson (Jr) 
LB 51 Joe Odom (Sr) 

LB 34 Niko Koutowvies (Jr) 
CB 28 Jacques Reeves (Jr) 
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‘This group has combined for 68 career start, 
led by weak-side ’backer Landon Johnson (22) 
and middle linebacker Joe Odom (21). Niko 
Koutouvides is the starting strong-side line- 
backer. Tiller and his coaching staff experi- 
mented in the spring by moving Odom 
outside and Koutouvides inside, but Odom 
will likely remain inside. 

A first-team All-Big Ten pick a year ago, 
free safecy Stuart Schweigert needs one inter- 
ception to become Purdue's all-time leader 
with 12. Tiller hopes that strong safety Ralph 
Turner is ready to go in the fall. Turner dislo- 
cated his shoulder twice last season and missed 
spring practice after undergoing surgery. 

One of the starting cornerbacks is Antwaun 
Rogers, who had three interceptions as a red- 
shirt freshman in 2001. His counterpart will 
be Jacques Reeves, an accomplished sprinter. 

Purdue could never replace kicker/punter 
Travis Dorsch. Berin Lacevic will handle the 
kicking duties. He doesn’t have Dorsch's range, 
but he’s accurate. The punting duties will fall to 
Aaron Levin. Harris and Deaunte Ferrell are 
expected to handle kickoff returns. Morales 
returned punts but may be pushed by a new- 
comer, 


Depth Chart 
Offense (9) 

5 Chris James (Sr) 

23 Kevin Noel So.) 

‘87 Charles Davis (Fr) 


63 David Owen (So.) 
78. Josh Tomsheck (Fe) 


© 79 Gene Mruczkowski (Sr) 56. Matt Tuner (Fr) 
RG 
RT 74 Kelly Butler (So.) 
QB 48 Kyle Orton (So.) 
RB 3 Montrell Lowe (Sr.) 


Tumer (Sr) 66. Jason Eisele (So.) 
75. Brian Wang (Ft) 
6 Kyle Smith (Ft) 
25 Joey Hats (r) 


Defense (8) 
DE 22 Shaun Phillips (Jt.) 


62. Vecran Dzolovo (i) 

G1_Nick Hardwick (Jr) 

55. Brandon Vilareal (Ft) 

59 Doug Swann (So,) 

57 Brent Hawkins (Fr) 

44, Jon Goldsberry (S0.) 

46 Gilbert Gardner (Jr) 

33. Bran Hickman (Fr) 

B 42 Antwaun Rogers (So.) 22 Jared Curtis (Ir) 

FS 9 Stuart Schweigert (Jr) 37 Charles Edwards (ir) 

$$ 8 Ralph Tumer(Sr) 6 Deaunte Fertell (Ir) 
Special Teams 

K 26 Berin Lacevie (Jr) 

P29 Aaton Levin (So,) 

KR 25 Joey Haris (I) 

PR 84 Seth Morales (Sr) 

_(#) Indicates number of retuming starters 

BOLD indicates returning starters 


on (St) 


‘Coach: Joe Tier 
2002 Predictlon: Sth Big Ten 


2002 Record (Big 
Ross-Ade Stadium (62,500) 


Ten): 6-8 (4-4) 
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LT Bowling Green, 545 


rban Meyer inherited a Bowling 
U Green program rich in tradition but 
short on results in recent years. The 
10-time MAC champions had slumped in 
the late 1990s before bottoming out in 2000 
with a 2-9 record — the school’ worst season 
since 1953. 
In one short year, however, Meyer has the 
Falcons back among the MAC elite, Bowling 


Josh Harris 


Green won eight games in Meyer's first sea- 
son, became the first MAC team to post vic- 
tories over three BCS conference members 
(Missouri, Temple and Northwestern) in the 
same season and doubled its home atten- 
dance from 8,464 per game in 2000 to 
17,812 in 2001. Meyer was the consensus 
MAC Coach of the Year and is now regarded 
one of the top young coaches in the country. 


The Falcons’ six-win improve- 

ment in 2001 marked the 

biggest improvement in Division I-A. 
BGSU went 2-9 in '00 and 8-3 in '01. 


Bowling Green boasts two quality quarter- 
backs and Meyer intends to play both Andy 
Sahm and Josh Harris. Sahm has more expe- 
rience (31 games, 24 starts, 3,904 yards and 
26 TDs) but Harris will be difficult to keep 
off the field if his play at the end of the 2001 
season catries over to the fall. The junior 


128 


threw for a combined 670 yards in the Fal- 
cons’ final two games, wins at Northwestern 
and over rival Toledo. 

Meyer was not pleased with Bowling 
Green's running-back production in 2001. 
“I'm not satisfied with our play in this area 
and our results were not acceptable here,” he 
says. “We need a 1,200-yard rusher.” 

Joe Alls, Godfrey Lewis and Todd DiBacco 
are top backs heading into pre- 
season camp. Alls (577 yards, 
three TDs) is the only one to 
average over 3.5 yards per carry. 

Meyer has thirteen years as a 
receivers coach, so developing 
quality wideouts is his forte. 
Robert Redd is a big-time player 
who set a school record in 2001 
with 72 catches for 884 yards, 
the fifth-best single-season total 
in school history. Sophomore 
Cole Magner also returns after 
being used as a quarterback, run- 
ning back and receiver in 2001. 
James Hawkins could emerge 
during his sophomore season 
after catching just eight passes 
last fall, D’Monn Baker and 
Craig Jarrett are the top tight 
ends. 

The offensive line started 
outas a concern but it turned 
into one of the team’s 
strengths by the end of the 
season. BGSU returns four 
starters from a unit that reduced its sack 
total from 51 in 2000 to 23 last fall. Jon 
Mazur, Greg Kupke, Dennis Wendel and 
Scott Mruczkowski return to the 
trenches, while Rob Warren, Ryan Lucas, 
Jesus Yanez, James Williams and Vardan 
Mkhitarian provide quality depth. 

Alex Glantzis is the lone returning 
starter from what was one of the MAC's 
top defensive lines last season, Noseguard 
D,J. Owchar should break into the start- 
ing lineup after playing in every game as 
a junior. Andy Grubb, Mike Thaler, 
Jamal Bryant and Robert Haley are young 
tackles who will need to step up and con- 
tribute this year. The defensive ends have 
some game experience, but are new to the 
demands of playing at length. 

“The defensive line is our number one 
concern,” says Meyer. “There is talent, 
but it is unproven.” 

Chris Haneline is the lone returning 
starter at linebacker, but Mitch Hewitt, 


K 
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WR 21 Cole Magner (S0,) 
WR 82 James Hankins (S0,) 
LT 78 Dennis Wendel (Sr.) 
LG 79 Scott Mruczkowsk! (S0.) 74. Ryan Lucas Jr) 
© 72 Jon Mazur (Sr) 
RG 66 Greg Kupke (Sr.) 
RT 54 

TE 87 D’'Monn Baker (Jr) 
QB 5 Josh Harts (Jr) 
TB 22 Joe Alls (Sr.) 

WR 4 Robert Redd 


DE 40 Mitchel Crossley (Fr) 
NT 88 D.J. Owchar (St) 
DT 93 Alex Glantzis (Sr.) 
DE 97 Will Teague (Sr) 

LB 34 Jovon Burkes (So.) 
LB 44 Chris Haneline (Sr.) 
LB 414 Mitch Hewitt (Un) 

CB 2 Janssen Patton (Jt) 
CB 17 Keon Newson (So.) 
SS 19 Jason Morton (Jr) 

FS 37 Jemy Wagner (St) 


KR 22 Joe Als (Sr) 

PR 1 Robert Redd (Sr) 
(#) Indicates numberof returning starters 
BOLD indicates retuming starters 


Head Coach: Urban Moyer 
2002 Prodiction: Ast MAC West 
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Marcus Allen and Jovon Burkes each played 
in at least 10 games last fall. The coaching 
staff is high on Burkes, who they feel may 
become one of the MAC's top linebackers 
this year, Luis Llamas, Daniel Sayles and 
freshman Jason Kaminski provide quality 
depth. 

Although BGSU lost both safeties to grad- 
uation, the Falcons return two solid corner- 
backs in Janssen Patton, a second-team 
All-MAC pick in 2001, and Keon Newson. 
Michael Malone has been moved to strong 
safety and will be joined by Jason Morton, 
Mike Crumpler and Jerry Wagner, The 
coaches are excited about sophomore TJ. 
Carswell and true freshmen Tim Arnold, 
Jelani Jordan and Terrill Mayberry may also 
play. 

The good news in the special teams is the 
punting situation: Pat Fleming averaged a 
respectable 40.1 yards per punt and downed 
20 kicks inside the 20-yard line. The bad 
news is the placckicking: Bowling Green con- 
verted just 3-08 field goals for the season. 
Shaun Suisham returns as the kicker, but will 
have to beat out redshirt freshman Nate Fry 
to keep his job. 


Depth Chart 


fense (8) 

35. Charles Sharon (Fr.) 
8 Comelius McGrady (S0,) 
58 Rob Warren (Fr) 


6 Jesus Yanez (ir) 

75. Andy Wenstrup (S0,) 
76. Vardan Mknitaian (Jc) 
AT Graig Jarrett (i) 

45. Andy Sahm (Sr) 

23 Godftey Lewis (St) 
83. John Nicholson (Fr.) 


es Willams 


95 Ron Blue (S0.) 
67 Andy Grubb (So,) 
94 Robert Haley (Jr) 
98 Pascal Kokke (Ft) 
28 Marcus Alen (St) 
52. Luis Llamas (Je) 
53. Daniel Sayles (So,) 
6 Emmanuel Hendrix (Sr) 
Tim Arm (Fr) 
30 Michael Malone (Jr.) 
31. Mike Crumpler (Fx.) 


Special Teams 


38 Shaun Suisham (So,) 
48 Pat Fleming (Sr) 


200% Record (MWC): B-3 (5-3) 
Perry Stadium (30,599) 
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cal Wake "@&frion deacons 


ake Forest football finds itself in an 
W odd place. The Deacons, tradition- 

ally everybody’ favorite homecom- 
ing opponent, enter the second year of the Jim 
Grobe era facing increased expectations, 

“Ie good to have expectations,” says Grobe, 
who guided the Deacons to a 6-5 record last 
season after arriving from Ohio University. 
“The kids feel they can go on campus and hold 


Calvin Pace 


their heads up. Bur there’ danger in thar, too. 
If youre not careful, the tendency is to feel 
you've arrived. But we are definitely a work in 
progress.” 


Wake Forest won four road 
games in '01 for just the 
second time since 1951. 


Senior quarterback James MacPherson went 
into last season coming off major knee surgery 
and with an uncertain grip on the position. 
This year, MacPherson is healthier and more 
comfortable running Grobe’ versatile offense. 

MacPherson was under center when Wake 
won at Virginia for the first time in 17 years, 
and he was there again the next week, engi- 
neering a staggering comeback against North 
Carolina. Any lingering effects from an ankle 
injury that slowed him at midseason gradually 
disappeared. “He became more dependable in 
the second half of the season,” Grobe says. “He 


seems to have picked up a step since last sea- 
son. We're more comfortable running more 
option with him. He has a lite different feel 
to him. You sense he’s more confident.” 

The Deacons led the ACC in rushing last 
year (221.6 yards per game) and they return 
their top three tailbacks. The best is senior 
Tarence Williams. Voted the team’s MVP last 
year by his teammates, Williams quietly 
became one of the ACC's most 
productive backs, running for 
1,018 yards and 10 touchdowns. 

The Deacs, however, are far 
from a one-man backfield. Fred 
Staton (583 yards and seven TDs 
in “01) and Nick Burney (139 
yards) will get plenty of opportu- 
nities to run the ball. Grobe also 
wants to involve senior fullback 
Ovie Mughelli more often. 

‘The graduation of John Stone, 
a fixture at wide receiver, clears a 
path for a potential new star. The 
most likely player to fit that role is 
Jason Anderson. But if Grobe gets 
his wish of throwing 25 to 30 
passes per game, the Deacons will 
need to spread the ball to sev- 
eral receivers. Senior Fabian 
Davis has good speed and has 
shown flashes of brilliance. 
_ Maurice Moten and Derek | 

Tharpe could also make 
§ major impacts. The most 
intriguing character may be 
Anthony Young, who shared the quarter- 
back job with MacPherson last season 
before being moved back to receiver. 

Playing a lot of players paid off last sea- 
son and should continue to pay off this 
year, That approach may be most impor- 
tant along the offensive line. Junior Tyson 
Clabo and seniors Blake Henry and Tim 


DE 90 Roderick Stephen (Sr) 85, Jerome Nichols (So.) 
Bennett, the most experienced linemen, | LB 23 Mike Hamler(So.) 46 Jamie Scott (St) 
te ; ; | LB 54 Kellen Brantley (Jr) 40 Trevor Harris (So,) 
give the Deacons a solid nucleus. Mark ' y Begease 
Moroz. shifted from tight end ro tackle | Sayae esr tracy (60) 48 Day/Shav le) 
with good results last year. "CB 10 Eric King (So.) 4 Robert Simmons (Fr) 


RG 72 Blake Henry (St) 
RT 55 Tim Bennett (Sz) 

TE 89 Ray Thomas (Sr) 
QB 14 James MacPherson (Sr.)17 Cory Randolph (Fr) 
FB 32 Ovie Mughelli(St.) 
TB 42 Tarence Williams (St) 5 Fred Staton (J) 


DE 93 Calvin Pace (Sr) 
NT 92 Montique Sharpe (Sr) 57 Goryal Scales (Fr) 
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prefers to use a five-man front playing slants 
and angles, he expects to again employ more of 
233-5 alignment to best utilize his personnel. 
Inside linebacker Kellen Brantley is coming 
offa 95-tackle season that included three inter- 
ceptions. Jamie Scott has been shifted from 
running back to linebacker, but his inexperi- 
ence remains a question. The same goes for 
junior Dion Williams, who missed the Dea- 
cons’ last eight games in 2001 with an injury. 
Brad White, a Georgia transfer, played well 
in the spring and figures to be Wake’ starting 
middle linebacker for the next three years, 
The Deacons have good experience in the 
secondary. Junior Obi Chukwumah, who 
played both safety and corner last year, isa reli- 
able presence. Quintin Williams led Wake For- 
est with 11 passes broken up while Caron 
Bracy will build on a solid finish to last season. 
Replacing place kicker Tyler Ashe is a major 
concern for Grobe, Freshman Chris Strappel 
and sophomore Mart Wisnosky are the leading 
candidates. The Deacons also want more 
dependable punting this season. That respon- 
sibility could fall to junior Chris Rolle again. 
The return duties, handled so well for so 
long by Stone, will now go to Davis. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (8) — 

(So.) 13 Anthony Young (J) 

84 Maurice Moten (Fr,) 


65. Greg Adkins (Fr) 
58. Masanori Toguchi (St) 


76. Blake Lingruen (S0,) 
‘81 Chad Rebar (In) 
68 David Walters (Sr) 
86. Josh Warren (Jt) 


5 Fred Staton (Jc) 


Defense (8) 
9% Joe Salsich (S0.) 


If inexperience becomes a problem, it 
could be at center where sophomore Blake 
Lingruen and redshire freshman Craig 
Jones are battling for the start. 

Wake’ linemen allowed only 13 sacks 
lase year, the fewest in the ACC. 

On the defensive front, second-team 
AILACC performer Nate Bolling is gone, 
but end Calvin Pace (another second-team 
All-ACC player) and nosetackle Montique 
Sharpe are serious talents. Though Grobe 


CB 20 Marcus McGruder (So.) 24 Ricky Perez (Jr) 
‘SS 44 Obi Chukwumah (Jr) 27 Warren Braxton (So.) 


FS 22 Quintin Williams (Jr) 26 Elliot wey (Sr.) 
Special Teams 

K 36 Matt Wisnosiy (So.) 

P 6 Chris Rolle (Wc) 


KR 21 Fabian Davis (Sc) 
PR 21 Fabian Davis (Sr) 


(2) Indicates number of retuming starters 
BOLD indicates retuming starters 


Head Coach: J 
2002 Prediction: 7th ACC 
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G Stanford gina 


he question for new coach Buddy 
T= isn't whether he can bring a high 
powered passing attack, such as the one 

he ran with Steve Spurtier at Florida, to Stan- 
ford. No, the more important question is 
whether Teevens can develop a plan to stop 
Stanford’s opponents from looking like Florida. 
With eight defensive starters gone, Teevens 
says, “We have some holes to fill.” Holes? 


Chris Lewis 


Stanford lost its top eight tacklers, and 10 of 
its top 12. Those players also accounted for 
53 tackles for a loss and 11 sacks. 

Former coach Tyrone Willingham, now 
the head man at Notre Dame, showed the 
Cardinal faithful that the red and white can 
be competitive on a regular basis, Teevens has 
inherited a lot of pressure, along with the 
aforementioned losses in talent. 


Stanford's top eight tacklers 

recorded a combined 416 

tackles last season. All eight 
players are gone. 


‘The biggest holes to fill are at linebacker 
where all three starters are gone. Teevens first 
acid test to find replacements was a simple 
one: Who can run the fastest? “We have a lot 
of unknown commodities,” he says. “But we 
have to find guys who can run.” 

Redshirt freshman Michael Craven was 
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impressive in spring drills and he looked like 
a legitimate threat to land one outside line- 
backer job. David Bergeron and Jon Alston 
will battle for the other outside spot. 

Inside, Jake Covault, Jared Newberry, Kris 
Bonifas and Pat Jacobs were fighting to start. 

Just like the situation at linebacker, Stanford 
has to replace a lot of talent and experience in 
the defensive backfield. The depth chart could 
change dramatically before the 
season begins. “Were placing 
some very high expectations on 
these guys,” Teevens says. “Were 
doing everything in practice at a 
very high speed, re-creating game 
conditions. We're going to be very 
physical and hope we play the 
game like we practice.” 

Along the defensive front Mart 
Leonard, who was plagued by a 
back injury last season, will be 
asked to hold together an inexpe- 
rienced group. Part-time starters 
Craig Albrecht and Trey Freeman 
will be fighting for the other 
defensive tackle position. Ends 
Amon Gordon and Louis Hob- 
son will be under the micro- 
scope. With Stanford so 
inexperienced at linebacker 


and in the secondary, it is Offense (7) 
critical that Gordon and = ae 2 Lael 
Powell (J) Bowman (S«) 
2 Hobson prove they can Pres- | et 77 Kwame Harris (Jt) 63 Mike Sullivan (Jt) 
= sure the quarterback without | RG 69 Greg Schindler (St) 72 Dustin Stimson (Jc) 
the help of the blitz. © 73 Tom Kolich (St) 64 Andy Clavin (S0.) 
jn A i LG 76 PaulWeinacht (Sr) 71. Brian Head (Ft) 
ae fee the Cardinal are in much | 1 ¢7 kink chambers (Ur) 68. Edmond O'Neal (Jr) 
better shape. Quarterback Chris Lewis | Te 8 ret Pere (ix) §9 Datn ete r) 
isn’t one of the seven returning starters on | QB 10 Chris Lewis (Jn) 414. Ryan Eklund (So.) 
offense, but dont try to convince his | FB $2 CaseyMoore (Sr) £9. Eran Lancy (ir) 
teammates he has been a reserve. They | "® Saat a way 
Teac berise cThionehhis ineinwo sea: ense (3) 
ju 2 DE 18 Amon Gordon (So) 95. Drew Caylr (J) 
se) tee threw ere yards and 20 DT 99.Matt Leonard (Sz) 98 Sout Staff ($0) 
touchdowns as Randy Fasanis backup. | pr 79 org Abwocit () 2 Toy eons 6) 
Lewis came off the bench last season to | DE 90 Louis Hobson (Jr) 55 Cooper Blackhurst (Jr) 
orchestrate a 49-42 victory over Oregon. | 18 pee ec rf Habe ) re 
aaa peeks : Covaut (i) jared Newberry (So 
The following week heled the Cardinal to | ts sp ytchs'coes is) 44 BranBon) 
a victory over No. 5 UCLA. Behind Lewis | eB 28 Stanley Wison (So) 31 Garry Cobb (St, 
are untested players, so Lewis’ durability 2s icwaceeet (S0.) 2 Cahin Armstrong (Fr) 
. J. Atogwe (So.) 17 Jim Johnson (Jr) 
could be a key to the season. iss ara (s) 423 Jason Wie (6) 


Kerry Carter could become a 1,000- 
yard rusher now that he doesn’t have to 
share the position, Carter rushed for 456 


Pe 
yards in 2001 and has scored 23 TDs in | kr 
his career. The reliable Casey Moore has | PR 


started 33 consecutive games at fullback 

and gained 345 yards rushing in 2001. 
Wideout Luke Powell (40 catches, 790 

yards, seven touchdowns) proved last sea- 


K 46 Michael Sgroi (Fr) 


(#) Indicates number of retumning starters 
BOLD indicates returir 


Head Coach: Buddy Teevens 
2002 Prediction: 7th Pac-10 
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son that he is more than just one of the 
nation’ top return specialists. He averaged 
19.8 yards per catch last season. His 16.0- 
yard average on punt returns speaks to his 
fearlessness as well as his elusiveness. 

‘As talented as Powell is, Teyo Johnson, the 
Pac-10 2001 co-Freshman of the Year, will 
draw most of the attention due to his tremen- 
dous height and leaping ability. “He needs to be 
more meticulous in running his routes, but he 
seems to be very excited to learn,” Teevens says. 

Powell and Johnson are the marquee play- 
ers, but Lewis will have plenty of targets as 
Stanford returns players who made 168 of the 
team’s 176 receptions last season. 

The middle of the offensive line took a hit 
with the graduation of All-Pac-10 guard Eric 
Heitmann and center Zack Quaccia, but 
returning tackle Kwame Harris and guard 
Greg Schindler were both All-Pac-10 second- 
teamers. Tackle Kirk Chambers was honorable 
mention all-league, so the line should be solid. 

The kicking game will be another cause for 
concern. Eric Johnson averaged just 38.1 
yards per punt last season. Freshman Michael 
Sgroi, who has been impressive in practice, 
inherits the kicking job. 


Depth Chart 


Special Teams 
39 fic Johnson (Jr) 
4 Ryan Wells (St.) 
6 Luke Powell (Jr) 


retuming starters 


2001 Record (Pac0}: 9-3 (6-2) 
‘Stanford Stadium (85,500) 
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é Cincinnayy cats 


neering his ninth year at Cincinnati, 
E coach Rick Minter has established an 
attainable goal for his program. 
“Maybe we are getting to a point where peo- 
ple are talking about us like they do a South- 
ern Miss, a Louisville, an East Carolina — 
that we are constantly going to be pretty 
good,” he says. 
If Minter is using those schools as measur- 


Gino Guidugli 


ing sticks, his program is doing just fine. With 
a senior-laden and experienced team, Minter’ 
2002 squad will likely challenge for the Con- 
ference USA title after second-place finishes 


the past two seasons. 
» Bearcats to three bowl games 
in the last five years, matching 
Cincinnati’s total for the first 107 
years of the program. 


Rick Minter has led the 


‘The most important position on the field is 
in excellent hands with Gino Guidugli, who 
tore up the conference as a true freshman 
when starter Adam Hoover was lost for the 
year in Week 2, Guidugli was a cool customer 
in spite of his youth, throwing for 2,573 yards 
and 16 touchdowns. “He came in with such 
an air of confidence, you don't really notice a 
whole lot of difference (in the spring),” 
Minter says. “We do want his confidence to 


grow and there is room for it to grow.” 


DeMarco McCleskey will be the featured 
runner in Cincinnati's one-back attack, 
though Minter says he likes to use a lot of 
players at the position. While that may be 
true, McCleskey enters the season as. the 
team's most established and experienced run- 
ner and has led the team in rushing two of the 
past four years. 

Minter said he has “a host of guys” who will 

= attempt to share the position 
with McCleskey, including Tedric 
Harwell, David Harris and 
Richard Hall, the 1998 Ohio 
high school Player of the Year. 

Not many teams in the nation 
can start three seniors at wide 
receiver, but that is exactly the 
position the Bearcats find them- 
selves in. LaDaris Vann, Tye 
Keith and Jon Olinger all return 
from productive junior seasons 
and will be counted on to help 
move the football this fall. 

“If we are ever going to have a 
good throwing game, you would 
like to think with a returning 
starter at quarterback and three 
senior wideouts, this is our 
time,” Minter says, 

AJ. Lucius is expected to 
battle junior college transfer 
Russ Owens for the mostly 
blocking role at tight end. 

The Bearcats welcome 
back three offensive line 
starters in left guard Kirt Doolin, right 
tackle Josh Gardner (three-year starter) 
and center Josh Shneyderov, Cincinnati's 
Offensive Lineman of the Year in 2001. 
Minter feels that trio should be able to 
anchor the position as some new faces 
work their way into the mix. 

Like the wide receiver position, 
Cincinnati is loaded with experience 
along the defensive line and is expected to 
possibly rotate seven seniors into the 
four-man alignment. 

The top of the line, so to speak, is 
Antwan Peek, a converted safety who has 
used his athleticism to become one of the 
conference's best down linemen. Peek has 


Allen Kee 


c 


WR 6 LaDaris Vann (St.) 
WR 84 Jon Olinger (Sr.) 
WR 3 Tye Keith (Sr) 

UT 75 Kyle Takavitz (So,) 
LG 72 Kirt Doolin (Sr.) 


RG 74 Jel Yakovar (Fr) 
RT 67 Josh Gardner (Sr.) 
TE 89 AJ. Lucius $0.) 

QB 8 Gino Guidugti(So.) 
RB 31 DeMarco McCleskey (St) 25 Tetric Harwell (Jr) 


DE 56 Antwan Peek (Sr) 
DT 95 DeMarcus Billings (St.) 76 Ka'Son Love (Sc) 
DT 90 Matt Typuola (Sr) 

DE 93 Derrick Adams (Sr.) 
LB 30 Jason Russell (Jr) 

LB 54 Willis Edwards (Sr.) 
LB 58 Jason Hunt (Sr) 
CB 24 Blue Adams (St) 

CB 29 Zach Norton (Jr) 
‘SS 45 Doug Monaghan (So.) 21. Frank Lang (So) 
FS 26 Ivan Fields (Sr) 
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Minter is confident his young group can 
come through. Middle linebacker Willis 
Edwards and weak-side linebacker Jason 
Hunt both return and appeared to hold their 
positions in the spring. The strong side may 
be manned by Jason Russell, though Minter 
says “the dust has not settled at that spot.” 

Experience is plentiful in the secondary for 
the Bearcats, prompting Minter to fret more 
about his second team than his first. “We 
have more a question of depth than quality,” 
he says. 

‘The safeties both return from last season in 
Doug Monaghan and Ivan Fields, and the 
corners will be veteran Blue Adams and Zach 
Norton, who led the team in interceptions 
with three, 

The departure of punter Adam Wilfeck, a 
four-year starter and three-time All-C-USA 
choice, leaves a void. 

Joe Wolke, Kyle McDaniel and freshman 
Chet Ervin will battle for the starting nod. 

On the flip side, the placekicking duties are 
not a worry, Jonathan Ruffin, the 2000 Lou 
Groza Award winner, will resume a stellar 
career in which he has made 43 field goals, 
including 38-of-45 over the last two years. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (8) 


22 Derick Ross (Ft) 
2 Carl Jones (Fr) 

19 Daven Holl (So.) 

TT Clint Stickdomn (S0,) 
79. Adam Shorter (S0.) 
65. Matt Meroer(So,) 
68. Travis McGee (Ir) 
{691 Jeremy Schlcher (So.) 
82 Justin LaForgia (Fr) 
7 George Muray (So.) 


66 Josh Shneyderov (Jr) 


Defense (8) 
91 Andre Frazier (So.) 


97 Ben Piening (Sr) 

99. Darryl Ransom (St) 
59 Jermaine Wilson (So.) 
4G. Jamar Enzor (S0.) 
‘55 Jamey Murph (So.) 
34 Marvin Allen (Jr) 

4 Monyell Wiliams (So,) 


23. John Hinson (Jr.) 
Special Teams 


21 career sacks, a school record. 

Other veterans along the line are Der- 
tick Adams, who will start at right end, 
and tackles DeMarcus Billings and Matt 
Tupuola, 

If there is a question mark on defense, 
it is at the linebacker position, though 


K 16 Jonathan Ruffin (Sr) 
P13 Joe Wolke (Fr.) 

KR 6 LaDaris Vann (Sr) 
PR 6 LaDaris Vann (Sr) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates retuming starters 


Head Coach: Rick Minter 


2001 Record (CAUSA): 7-5 (5-2) 


2002 Prediction: 3rd CLUSA Nippert Stadium (25,000) 
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0SU Oklahoma State,,,.., 56 


intent on changing mindsets before 

turning around the Cowboys’ failing 
football fortunes. Ie took every bit of his first 
season, but in Week 11, Miles might have 
scored a breakthrough on both fronts. That's 
the hope being pinned on the Cowboys’ stun- 
ning 16-13 win over Oklahoma last Novem- 
ber. Finally, the Cowboys proved confident 


I es Miles showed up at Oklahoma State 


Rashaun Woods 


and capable, Now, can they carry it over? 

Quarterback Josh Fields hasnt started a game 
at OSU but he’ already being hailed as a hero. 
“That happens when you strike down the Soon- 
cfs as a true freshman, Fields, who surprised 
everyone with his poise and confidence, won 
the starting job over incumbent Aso Pogi in the 
spring. The skills — a strong arm, outstanding 
vision and escapability — are all there, 


OSU has had just one winning 

season since 1988 and hasn't 

won a bowl game since beating 
Wyoming in the "88 Holiday Bowl. 


Miles has vowed to upgrade the running 
game, which failed to average 100 yards per 
game, The coaches challenged tailback Tatum 
Bell, one of the nation’ top recruits two years 
ago, and liked his response in the off-season. 
Bell worked in the weight room and added 10 
pounds, pushing him to 200. Already a break- 
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away threat, Bell needs to run tougher between 
the tackles, Unlike a year ago, Bell will be 
pushed, with Seymore Shaw and Greg Jones 
bidding for playing time. Mike Denard and 
‘Tim Burrough are athletic fullbacks. 

Rashaun Woods, who caught the game- 
winning toss against Oklahoma, is a legiti- 
mate All-America candidate at receiver. 

Woods led the Big 12 with 1,023 receiving 
yards and broke Hart Lee Dykes’ 
school record with 80 receptions. 
He also had 10 touchdown grabs. 
To prevent defensive coordinators 
from concentrating to heavily on 
Woods, TD. Bryant and John 
Lewis offer big-play potential and 
double-team protection at the 
other wideouts, Gabe Lindsay, 
who missed all last season after 
back surgery, also returns. 

The Cowboys are hoping Billy 
Bajema and Mark Milosevich 
progress at tight end. 

Three seniors who combined 
for more than 60 career starts are 
gone, leaving a hole in the mid- 
dle of the offensive line. Junior 
college All-American Sam 
Hall eased fears with a strong 
spring and should be an 
improvement at center. But 
no one has emerged at either 
guard spot, leading to the 
biggest concern of fall drills. 

The tackles are solid. 
Senior Jason Russell, the team’s most con- 
sistent lineman, is back to anchor the 
right side. Three-year starter Kyle Eaton 
returns opposite Russell. Sam Mayes, 
forced into action due to injuries a year 
ago, has a great upside and could be | 
shifted to guard. 

By the end of last season, OSU's defen- | 
sive front four was one of the team’s 
strengths. With all four starters returning, 
and the addition of Lance Carson, one of 
the top junior college recruits in the coun- 
try, the unit could be downright domi- 
nant. Tackles Kevin Williams and 
LaWaylon Brown plug the inside. Greg 
Richmond has settled in at end after a shift 
from linebacker. Speedy Khreem Smith 
started all 11 games after arriving from 
junior college, yet finds himself behind 
Kyle Beck on the depth chart. Backup 
tackle Clay Coe is improved and provides 
depth. Carson provides even more. 

Gone is middle linebacker Dwayne Lev- 


Chris Covatia 
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cls, the driving force of the defense the past 
two years. He will be missed. Terrence Robin- 
son, Levels’ sidekick the past wo years, shifts 
into the middle, and coaches believe Robinson 
will live up co his pal’ high standard of play. 

Bur the other linebacker in defensive coor- 
dinator Bill Clay's 4-2-5 scheme is unsettled. 
Paul Duren, a former high school quarterback, 
had an impressive off-season. Duren will be 
the starter entering the fall, when as many as 
four highly-touted freshmen will join the mix. 

The secondary discovered a new personal- 
ity in Clay's system, which offered a radical 
departure ftom the previous gambling style. 

Big-hitting safety Elbert Craig is back after 
finishing second on the team with 98 tackles. 
Chris Massey should benefit from finally con- 
centrating on defense only. 

Darrent Williams, a superb cover man, has 
the look of a future star. Williams returned 
two picks for scores in the Baylor win. Rick- 
lan Holmes and Kobina Amoo have both 
started on the opposite side. 

‘The Pokes haven't identified a punter. Oth- 
erwise, special teams are a strength with 
kicker Luke Phillips and talented return men 
in Massey and Bryant, 


1. Record (Big 12): 4-7 (2-8) 
Lows Field (48,000), 
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resno State and head coach Pat Hill 
| ree themselves on the college 

football map in 2001. Now comes the 
tough part — staying there. 

Another brutal schedule looms, and the 
Bulldogs can no longer ride David Carr’s 
rocket right arm. But Hill is confident his 
program can absorb the losses and challenge 
for the WAC title and its fourth consecutive 
bowl berth. 


Bernard Berrian 


“The talent pool is pretty deep here, but 
what I don't know about is leadership,” Hill 
says. “This group of seniors is going to have 
to step up, because there’ taller mountains to 
climb this year than last year.” 

Now that Carrs counting his NFL mil- 


Fresno State traveled 
20,872 miles to its 
af seven road games last 
season. No school logged as 

many miles as the Bulldogs. 
lions, the Bulldogs turn to Jeff Grady to keep 
the steering wheel straight. Grady has been 
nothing if not patient. His three-year 
apprenticeship includes two seasons as a 
backup and one as an unofficial quarterbacks 
coach to Carr, With just 23 career pass 
attempts, Grady will be learning on the go. In 
practice and scrimmages, the 6'2", 210- 
pounder has consistently shown good touch 


P> Fresno StatRtidogs 


and accuracy. And Grady’s knowledge of the 
offense is so vast that he helped bring first- 
year offensive coordinator Frank Cignetti up 
to speed on the Bulldogs’ terminology. Now 
he has to do it in a game. 

Where have you been, Derrick Ward? 
Fresno State’s leading rusher as a freshman, 
Ward was hobbled by injuries as a sophomore 
and ruled academically ineligible as a junior. 
Now the 230-pounder is back for one last go- 

round and he looked like his old 
dominating self in the spring. 

Therrian Fontenot comple- 
ments Ward’ shifty power with 
tremendous speed to the outside. 
Ward and Fontenot are joined by 
fullback James Cummings, the 
kind of north-south runner Hill 
loves. 

Even with the loss of leading 

receiver Rodney Wright, Grady 
will certainly not be lacking for 
talented targets, starting with 
Bernard Berrian, who many pro- 
ject to be picked in the firse 
round of next year's NFL Draft. 
Berrian, whose specialty is turn- 
ing short catches into long 
gains, will be the primary tar- 
get, followed by Marque 
Davis and Deandre Gilbert. 
A top-flight athlete, Davis 
has come up with the bs |W 
= catch but must work on con- 
AE sistency. 
Fresno State returns five members of 
last year’s six-man offensive line roration. 
Size is abundant as all five projected 
starters weigh 300 pounds or more. 
Three-year starter Rodney Michael 
anchors a potentially dominating unit at 
center. Fitu Twua and Victor Taifane 
stand alongside Michael at left and right | 
guard, respectively. Mammoth Joe Schey 
(66", 330) mans the right tackle spot, 
while Logan Mankins, is entrenched at 
lefe tackle. 

What Carr was to the offense, Alan 
Harper was to the defense. To help fill the | 
shoes vacated by the All-WAC performer, 
Hill brings Clarence Denning from the | 
outside to Harper’ tackle spot. Denning 
had nine sacks at defensive end. Active 
noseguard Jason Stewart, a fiery, emotional 
leader, must stay healthy after missing four 
games with a concussion, All-WAC pick 
Nick Burley rerurns at left defensive end, 
the primary pass-rushing position. On the 


Head Coach: Pat Hill 
2002 Prediction: 2nd WAC 
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right side, Brian Morris must stay healthy after 
knee injuries ended his last two seasons. 

Marc Dailey provides a steady inside presence 
at linebacker. A steady run plugger and film- 
room nut, Dailey recorded 77 tackles a year ago. 
Sam Williams always had the frame (6'5", 245) 
and speed (4.5) to be a star. He began playing 
like one last season, taking over the starting 
position in the eighth game. If talent were the 
only consideration, Jermaine McDermott 
would be starting on the strong side. But 
coachability and academics are at issue. 

A major overhaul is underway in the sec- 
ondary as the Bulldogs must replace both 
starting cornerbacks and a cornerstone safety. 
Hard-hitting safety Bryce McGill is still 
around. Cameron Worrell moves atop the 
depth chart at free safety, but he'll have to 
hold off Nate Ray, a converted quarterback 
and special teams demon. Worrell must cor- 
rect his tendency for costly penalties. Known 
more for his punt coverage exploits, Kendall 
Edwards will handle one cornerback position. 

Kicker Asen Asparuhov and punter Jason 
Simpson, both returning first-team all-con- 
ference picks, rank among the best in the 
country. 


Bepul Chart , 


43 Paul Pinegar (Ft) 

‘80 John Morris (F.) 

7 Therrian Fontenot (So.) 
Defense (7) 


43. Asa Taylor (Jt) 


2004 Record (WAG): 14-3 (6-2) 
Bulldog Stadium (43,031) 
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& Missouy,.,. 


fter_a 35-16 loss against Texas in 
einic Missouri coach Gary 
Pinkel expressed his displeasure in the 
locker room by “throwing some stuff,” center 
AJ. Ricker says. “But I like that, really.” 
Pinkel’s competitive intensity and aversion 
to moral victories — the Tigers had stayed 
with North Division champ Texas through 
three quarters — are shared by his players. 


Justin Gage 


Even though the Pinkel era began with an 
embarrassing loss at home to Bowling Green 
— which elicited boos beginning in the sec- 
ond quarter — the Tigers managed ro earn 
the respect of conference foes by season's end 
with their rugged, disciplined play. 


Missouri's offensive line 
© allowed only six sacks last 
season. 


A well-coached team “doesn't beat itself,” 
Pinkel says. The Tigers wont. 

Kirk Farmer has described his career at Mis- 
souri as a “roller coaster of emotions” thanks to 
injuries. He missed the last five games in 1999 
because of a broken leg, the last seven games in 
2000 because of a broken collarbone and suf 
fered a torn MCL early last season, He only 
missed one game in ’01, though, because of a 
broken bone in his right hand, suffered in an 
off-the-field incident. 
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Brad Smith, who wont celebrate his 19th 
birthday until late August, pressed Farmer in 
spring practice, enough so that the starting 
job wont be determined until preseason 
camp. Smith's emergence had more to do 
with his ability than any glaring deficiency on 
Farmer's part. 

The 2001 Tigers rushed for 1,841 yards 
and passed for 1,895 yards, on a comparable 
number of plays. Even so, the 
running game needs to improve. 
Zack Abron, a solid north-south 
runner, gained 100 or more yards 
five times. Tyrone Roberson, 
who was eased into action as a 
true freshman, could be a much- 
needed breakaway threat. 

Justin Gage is a big-time wide 
receiver, with the size and athleti- 
cism to bea significant contribu- 
tor on Missouris NCAA Final 
Eight basketball team. He caught 
74 passes for 920 yards and five 
touchdowns last season and 
ranks fourth on the Tigers’ career 
list for receptions and receiving 
yards. He also was the team’s lone 
big-play threat. Marcus James, 
Thomson Omboga, Tay Jack- 
son and Shirdonya Michell, 
the team’s fastest player, com- 
bined for barely half as many 
receptions as Gage. 
= The task of replacing | we 
= Dwayne Blakley at tight end | 
falls on the shoulders of Ben Fredrickson, | $ 
a proven blocker. TE 

Ricker and Rob Droege are the only 
returning starters from an offensive line 
that provided excellent protection and 
cleared the way for the fifth-best rushing 
attack in the conference. Ricker is Pinkel’s 
kind of player — physical, technically 
sound and consistent. Droege settled in 
after getting an opportunity because of an 
injury and showed marked improvement. 

Although offensive line coach Dave 
Christensen sorted through an inexperi- 
enced group including Tony Clinker, 
Cliff Young, Joe Gianino and redshirt 


wR 


DE 


oT 
DE 
1B 


cB 
cB 
FS 


WR 12 Justin Gage (St) 
WT 76 Rob Droege (Jr) 


RB 34 Joe Chirumbolo (Sr) 
QB 14 Kirk Farmer (Sr) 
TB 38 Zack Abron (Jr) 


NT 90 Cedric Harden (St) 


1B 32 Sean Doyle (St.) 
Roy 20 Tauras Ferguson (St. 
5 29 Gary Anthony (St.) 
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board in the spring. Wright can play end or 
tackle and is stronger than last season, when 
he made 68 tackles and forced two fumbles. 
Bynum, a converted linebacker, was credited 
with a team-high seven sacks and 16 tackles 
for a loss. 

Linebacker Sean Doyle led the league with 
131 tackles, and the senior is as good as there 
is at his position in the Big 12. The defense 
tries to funnel things his way. If James Kinney 
can pick up where he left off, he'll be a factor 
alongside Doyle. 

Tauras Ferguson, a converted running 
back, is a sure tackler at rover, while Antoine 
Duncan and R.J. Jones have the speed to be 
serviceable cover corners. Marcus King, a spe- 
cial teams player last fall, played his way into 
the mix with a strong spring. 

Brock Harvey had his moments but he was 
inconsistent overall, averaging 39.5 yards in 
his first season as a punter. The Tigers’ ranked 
112th nationally in net punting, with a paltry 
30.5-yard average, and need to improve all 
aspects of their punt coverage. 

Walk-on Ben Lambert is a kicking candi- 
date, as is junior college transfer Todd 
Gohsler, who also can punt. 


Depth Chart 
"Offense (7) 


A Marcus James (Jn) 9 Tay Jackson (Je) 

87 Thomson Omboga (So.) 

73. Jason Rhodes (F) 

61 JP. Hall (Sr) 

69. Scott Sel (Ir) 

65 Wes Wilson (St) 

78. Scott Paffath(So.) 

‘96. Ead Stephens (Fr) 

89 1.D, MoCoy (I) 

16. Bred Smith (Ft) 

25 Tyrone Roberson (So, 
Defense (8) 

4 Antwaun Bynum (Sr) 28 Terrell Mills (S0.) 

95 C.J. Mosiey (Fr) 

97 Aliyah Elison (S0,) 

78 Nick Tapot (So) 

4. Brandon Smith (Fr) 

46 Henry Sweat (S0.) 

48 Marcus Caldwell (i) 

49. Justin Scott (Fr) 

26 Michael Harden (J) 


58 Cif Young Ur) 

70 A.J. Ricker (Jr) 
51 Joe Gianino (So.) 
£88 Tony Ciinker (So.) 
‘93. Ben Fredrickson (Sr.) 


94 Phil Pitts So.) 
77 Keith Wright (St.) 
24 James Kinney (So.) 


7 Antoine Duncan (Sr.) 
6 Ru. Jones (St) 17 Calvin Washington (So.) 
‘36 Marcus King (So.) ‘24 Brandon Bames (J) 


Special Teams 


freshmen Tony Palmer and Jason Rhodes 
in the spring, the line won't be set until 
junior college transfers Howard Brissette 
and Steven Sanchez arrive. 

The defensive front should be solid, 
with Keith Wright, Antwaun Bynum and 
Cedric Harden returning and junior col- 
lege transfer Atiyyah Ellison coming on 


ATHLON® SPorts™ 


K 50 Ben Lambert (Fr) 
P13 Brock Haney (S0.) 
KR 1 Marcus James (ic) 
PR 4 Marcus James (ir) 


(2) indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates retuming starters 
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a Memphis... 


our seconds from Mobile. No, its not the 

name of new country song, but Mem- 

phis coach Tommy West would probably 
hum the blues if you forced him to watch film 
of last years season finale, The Tigers led 
Cincinnati in the closing seconds, only to lose 
ona short TD pass that kept the U of M from 
a possible postseason berth, It would have been 
the program’ first since 1971. 


Danny ‘Wimprine 


‘The second-year coach appears to be up t0 
the challenge of overcoming that disappoint- 
ment. West has made several notable changes 
— including the permanent move of 6'4" 
quarterback ‘Travis Anglin to wide receiver — 
and has signed a recruiting class several publi- 
cations rank as the best in the conference. 


A The Tigers are seeking 

their first bowl game 

g since 1971, when they 

played in the Pasadena Bowl 

after winning the old Missouri Valley 
Conference title. 


If Anglin can become a big-play threat like 
he showed in the spring, and a defense, 
anchored by former prep All-American 
Albert Means, can return to its form of two 
years ago, West could have the Tigers pushing 
for a bowl invitation. And he could end up 
singing a more upbeat tune this December. 


In West's up-tempo spread offense, quar- 
terback Danny Wimprine threw for 1,329 
yards and 14 TDs and emerged as the deep 
passing threat the Tiger program has lacked 
since the early 1990s. While not blessed with 
blinding speed, Wimprine displayed tough- 
ness when he had to tuck and run and fin- 
ished as the team's second-leading rusher (270 
yards). Wimprine’s development prompted 
West to accelerate plans to move 
Anglin to wideout. 

A late recruiting victory should 
bolster the team’s backfield. The 
Tigers landed standout DeAngelo 
Williams, winning a heated battle 
with Arkansas. Williams, a pow- 
erful, compact back who rushed 
for 2,204 yards as a senior, will 
battle incumbent Dante Brown 
for the starting assignment. 
Brown led the Tigets in rushing 
last fall and made a bid to become 
only the third 1,000-yard rusher 
in school history. 

The Tigers have made serious 
improvements in their receiving 
corps. Anglin will create matchup 
problems for opposing defen- 
sive backs with his size and 
speed. But Anglin wont be 
Wimprine’ only option. Dar- 
ron White, coming off solid 
freshman season, is a con- | 
verted running back who is 
not afraid to make the diffi- 
cult catch over the middle. Antoine | 
Harden also emerged last season and is a | 
6'2" receiver who has a knack of getting 
behind the secondary and making big 
plays. } 

The offensive line is a unit built for the | 
spread offense. Only one of the five pro- 
jected starters weighs more than 305 
pounds. And the prototype lineman in 
the group is right tackle Wade Smith, a 
266-pound converted tight end who 
excels as a pass-blocker and run-blocker. 

Left tackle Doug Whittaker, a 295- 
pound converted defensive lineman, 
proved a quick study on the other side of 
the line. He moved up the depth chart 
during the season, eventually earning the 
starting job over former South Carolina 
lineman Donald Marshall. 

Means, the Alabama transfer and for- 
mer Parade All-American, will anchor a 
defensive line that needs to put more 
pressure on opposing quarterbacks. 


ZASSEEERIIK 


(2) Indicates number of retuming starters 
| BOLD indicates retuming starters | 
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Treveco Lucas has emerged at end and should 
give the Tigers what they lacked a year ago: an 
effective rush end. 

The linebacking corps returns just one 
starter, strong-side ‘backer Greg Harper, but 
Shaka Hill has the speed and quickness to 
become a major factor in the middle. Fan 
favorite Coot Terry is likely to start on the 
weak side, but freshman Sheldon Taylor, a red- 
shirt last season, had an impressive spring. 

For the second straight year, the Tigers 
have lost an all-conference safety who left 
school early to enter the NFL Draft. To 
replace Glenn Sumter, former linebacker 
Derrick Ballard was moved to the secondary, 
where his size (6'2", 205) suits the position. 

Jason Brown and Anthony Harden return 
at cornerback, but a strong recruiting class 
yiclded.-several’ prep defensive backs” who 
likely will contribute immediately, among 
them O.C. Collins and Sam Brewer. 

Memphis struggled with its kicking game 
last season but hopes to have ended the com- 
edy of poor deep snaps by specifically targeting 
along snapper in recruiting. They also replaced 
former All-American Ryan White with former 
Alabama kicker Danny Haynes. 


Depth Chart __ 


83 Chis Cowley (i) 
10 | Darren Garcia (J) 
‘88, Taarious Davis (So) 
169, Donald Marshall (Sc) 
75. Andrew Handy (S0.) 


95 Matt Gehrke (Sc) 
73 Travis Triplett (So.) 


DeAngelo Willams (Fr.) 
Defense (6) 


ze Mobray Rowand (Sr) 


Liberty Bow! (62,380) 
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s North Carolina recovered from an 

0-3 start in 2001 to finish 8-5 and 

win the Peach Bowl, folks all over the 

Carolinas forgot one thing: This program is 

still very much in transition. The evolution 
continues this fall, after a chaotic off-season 

QB Darian Durant played wel in a rotation 

with Ronald Curry, setting UNC freshman 

records for completions, TD passes, yards pass- 


Sam Aiken 


ing and total offense. So in January, what did 
Durant do? Announced he would transfer. 
Five weeks later, though, he was back, having 
fallen behind C.J. Stephens on the depth chart. 


UNC rushed for 3.2 yards 
per attempt in 2004, a 


nef that must increase in 


the upcoming season. 


Stephens is a polished dropback passer with 
a strong arm. Durant isn't pretty, but he gets it 
done. “There's something about me when the 
lights go on,” he says. Coach John Bunting 
wont name a starter until midway through 
preseason practice, at the earliest. Either way, 
there will be enviable depth at the position. 

Leading rusher André Williams —a bruiser 
who runs almost exclusively straight ahead — 
missed all of the spring after undergoing back 
surgery but will be in the mix come fall. 

Williams’ absence left the springtime com- 
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North Carolina. 


petition to Jacque Lewis and Willie Parker. 
Lewis is a low-to-the-ground scatback who is 
intriguing every time he touches the ball. He 
cuts better than any of the other contenders. 
But in order for him to win the job, he has to 
make sure he holds onto the ball. Even though 
Bunting loves Williams’ toughness and grind- 
ing style, Parker, when healthy, has decent 
speed and can make more guys miss. 

Madison Hedgecock returns as 
the fullback, but don’t expect to 
hear his name called very much. 

The strength of the offense lies 
at receiver. Bosley Allen is perhaps 
the best-known wideout, but his 
off-season was troubled, and that's 
putting it kindly. Stil, Bunting 
has faith in his best deep threat. 
Allen has the speed and build that 
make people think he could have 
a breakout year. 

‘The star of this group is Sam 
Aiken. Fearless, athletic and 
exceptional after the catch, he will 
be looked to in tough spots. The 
depth here isn't bad, either. Ches- 
ley Borders and Brandon Russell 
— coming off a wrist injury 
— are reliable. 

Tight end Bobby Blizzard 
may beat out Zach Hilton | 
and would provide a better 
combination of pass-catching 
and run-blocking. 

The line has been a sore 
spot for the Heels over the past several sea- 
sons, and the offense’s success might again 
depend on this group. The anchor is cen- 
ter Jason Brown, a star in the making. 

Skip Seagraves inherits the line's most 
important spot — left tackle, Guards 
Jupiter Wilson and Jeb Terry return as 
starters, as does right tackle Willie 
McNeill. Though Brown, Terry and Wil- 
son all weigh more than 300 pounds, this 
is nota particularly ralented or deep group. 

No more Julius Peppers, no more Ryan 
Sims, no more league-leading defense. 
Bunting’s chief defensive concern comes 
up front, where top 10 draft picks Peppers 
and Sims are among the starters lost. 

The anchor of the new group will likely 
be tackle Will Chapman, who's coming off 


knee surgery and missed the spring. He'll PF 


have to adjust to interior double teams. 
Eric Davis is the frontrunner at the other 
tackle, though Darryl Grant or South Car 
olina transfer Car! Smalls could push him 
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Outside, Jocques Dumas became a backup 
asa true freshman in 2001, and now he inher- 
its a starting job. His 6'6" frame is still a little 
gangly, but he’ athletic enough to pursue lat- 
erally. Issac Mooring will man the other end. 

The story at linebacker: three new starters 
and an infinite number of questions. Weak- 
side “backer Malcolm Stewart had the most 
impressive spring and might break out. 
Clarence Gaddy is likely to win the other out- 
side job, with Sean Williams in the middle. 

Safety Dexter Reid is the Heels’ best defen- 
sive player. He plays hard and hits harder. 
DeFonte Coleman, who missed much of last 
season with a separated shoulder, will battle 
Chris Curry at strong safety. 

Cornerback Michael Waddell made second- 
team All-ACC without an interception, He's a 
good cover guy with poor hands, Kevin 
Knight, a nickel back in the past, returns at the 
other corner and plays ferociously, But at 5'8", 
he could have trouble in man coverage. 

Dan Orner, a transfer from Michigan State, 
was the leader to replace Jeff Reed as kicker, 
but he didn’t have a good spring. Punter John 
Lafferty has lost some consistency. True fresh- 
man David Wooldridge may win both jobs. 


Depth aa 
) 


tales 
5. Jarwarski Pollock (So,) 


57 Deven Bullard (S0,) 
“44. Martin Jernigan (S0,) 
22 Derrick Johnson it) 
6 Chris Havkins (So, 
2 DeFonte Coleman (St) 
26 Michael Harris (i) 


Heed Coach: John Bunting 
2002 Prediction: 8th ACC 
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ast Carolina coach Steve Logan entered 
| ee oak se oe eee 

cers: Was quarterback Paul Troth ready 
to take control of the Pirates’ offense? And how 
would ECU shore up its secondary? 

Logan feels much better after spring ball. 
Troth stepped forward at quarterback, and the 
secondary progressed with a new package of 
coverages. “I feel really, really good about both 


Marvin Townes 


of those issues,” Logan said as the spring ended. 
Troth operates best in a drop-back mode 
and has pinpoint accuracy on intermediate 
routes. His deep range is improving as he has 
added strength. Logan may insert option oper- 
ator Desmond Robinson for an occasional 
series to give opposing defensive coordinators 
another presentation for which to prepare. 


The ECU defense 

allowed 261.0 yards 
passing per game last sea- 

son. That figure was last in Con- 
ference USA and 101st nationally. 


e 


A productive ground game will relieve some 
of the pressure on Troth. Are Brown ran for an 
average of 5.7 yards as a backup last season and 
had 16 catches for 252 yards. Marvin Townes is 
even faster and had 4.8 yards per carry as the 
third-teamer in ECU's one-back set last season. 

Troth’s indoctrination will be affected by 


ee East Carolina... 


the health of receivers Damarcus Fox (knee), 
Marcus White (shoulder), Richard Alston 
(groin), Torey Mortis (foot) and Edwin Rios 
(various ailments), who were all limited in the 
spring. Tutu Moye, who came out after play- 
ing minor league baseball, showed potential at 
tight end before breaking a hand. All but Fox, 
possibly, should be ready by the opener. 

The injuries allowed former punter Wes 
Herlocker to get a look at wide- 
out. H-back Terrance Copper also 
had a good spring. 

All-conference pick Brian 
Rimpf leads the offensive line at 
left tackle. The linemen are asked 
to doa lot in ECU’ scheme, but 
line coach Steve Shankweiler has 
forged a capable unit and devel- 
oped depth with an extensive 
rotation. Doug White is solid at 
center. The guard rotation 
includes returnees Charlie 


Dempsey, Corey Schmidt and 
Brian Fox. Phoenix Evans and 
Brandon Pope are experienced 
tackles. Center Hagen Mason, 
guard Joe Parsons and tackle Trey 


Depth Chart 


Magee are on the list of 
younger players in line for 
playing time, 

‘After increasing his popu- 
larity and visibility as a reserve 
on the basketball team, 
Damane Duckett steps in as a 
siating odefensive eich 
Ronald Pou has exhibited the tenacity the 
Pirates desire at noseguard, and athletic 
Jk Waren Blair ended spring as the starter 
at defensive end in coordinator Tim Rose's 
3-4. The Pirates made greater use of four- 
man fronts during their spring work, as the 
attacking 3-4 has earned diminishing | 
returns since Rose installed it in 1999. 

Outside linebackers John Williamson 
and Vonta Leach are prime candidates to 
fine up at a down position in some situa- 
tions. Rose plays a deep rotation with 
tackle Eric Foushee, noseguard Derek 
Helms and end Hosea James projected for 
prominent roles. Improving the team’s pass 
defense is contingent on getting more con- 

’ : K 
sistent pressure on opposing quarterbacks. | 

The inside linebacker group is young 
and fleet with three redshirt freshmen — 
Josh Chilsom, Richard Koonce and 
Chris Moore — emerging. The other slot 
is occupied by a relatively old man, 
sophomore Eric Buder, who played pri- 


SE 1 Richard Alston (Sr) 


73 Phoenix Evans (St) 
76. Charlie Dempsey (So) 
63 Hagen Mason (So,) 
Re 72 Brian For 62. Joseph Parsons (Fr) 
"RT 61 Brandon Pope (Jr) 60. Trey Magee (Fr) 
TE 42 Ben Thomas (St) 92 Seth Yates Je) 
"FL 86 Torey Mortis (St) 88 Damarcus Fax (So) 


QB 4 Paul Toth (So.) 
| FB 33 At Brown (Jc) 


HB 7 Terrance Copper (ic) 32. Marcus White (r) 
Defense (5) 

DT 98 Damane Duckett (Jc) 95. Erie Foushee (i) 
"NG 79 Ronald Pou (St) 97 Derek Helms (Jc) 
DT 44 JaWaren Biair (St) 93 Hosea James (Sc) 
‘LB 30 John Williamson (Sr) 31 Vonta Leach (Jc) 
‘LB Chis Moore Fr) Josh Chilsom (F) 
LB 50 Eric Butier (So) 52 Richard Koonce (Ft) 
LB 26 Christshawn Gilliam (Sr) 41 Kent Nealy Jr.) 
CB 20 Jerome Steward (Sr) 37 Brandon Rainer (Je) 
©B 21 Donald Whitehead (So.) ‘Travis Cox (Fr) 


FS 28 Kelly Hardy (Sr.) 
‘SS 45 Trevis Heath (Jr) 


KR 25 Marvin Townes (So,) 
PR 25 Marvin Townes (S0.) 
(2) Indicates numberof retuming starters 
BOLD indicates 


Head Coach: Steve Logan 
2002 Prediction: Sth C-USA 


NATIONAL 


61 


RANKING 


marily on special reams last season. 

The Pirates are much more experienced at 
outside linebacker. Williamson, expected to be 
a team leader, and versatile Christshawn 
Gilliam are the projected starters. Hard hitters 
Leach and Kent Nealy will rotate at the outside 
spots. 

The secondary took on the scapegoat role 
after ECU's struggles to defend the pass in ‘01. 
The Pirates expanded their number of cover- 
ages from three to seven in spring drills. 

The Pirates also have shifted some personnel 
with speedy Kelly Hardy moving from corner 
to free safety and Donald Whitehead taking 
over at right corner. Travis Heath moved ahead 
of Antwan Adams at strong safety after back- 
ing him much of last season. “It's about getting 
our fastest people on the field,” Logan says. 

Kicker Kevin Miller returns after hitting 14- 
of-17 field goal attempts — including 12-of 
12 inside 40 yards — in 2001. Punter Jarad 
Preston also was effective, averaging 44.1 yards 
without a block. True freshman Ryan 
Dougherty may get an occasional punt or kick 
to get him acclimated. 

Townes averaged 25.0 yards per kickoff 
return and 7.1 yards on punt returns. 


nse (6) 
87 Edwin Rios (So.) 


17 Desmond Robinson (So,) 
25 Marvin Townes (S0.) 


42 Anthony Adams (St.) 
13 Antwan Adams (St) | 


Special Teams 
10 Kevin Miller (Sr.) 
15 Jarad Preston (Sr.) 


retuming starters 


2004 Record (C-USA): 6-6 (5-2) 
(43,000) 
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482 UGE iden knights 


the conference home they have always 

wanted after six seasons as a I-A inde- 
pendent. Coach Mike Kruczek’s program car- 
ries hopes of upsetting Marshall to win the 
Mid-American Conference’ East. Division, 
bringing the MAC Championship Game to 
Orlando and earning the school’s firse bow! 
bid. But UCF (6-5 a year ago) must overcome 


T: UCE Golden Knights finally have 


Doug Gabriel 


a trend of inconsistency and a history of let- 
ting big fish get away. 

Third-year starting quarterback Ryan 
Schneider (5,257 yards, 38 TDs in his career) is 
on track to break most of Daunte Culpepper’s 
school passing records, and UCP’s challenge is 
to make him consistent and keep him upright, 


» UCF has allowed just 19.3 

points per game over the 

last two seasons. It is the 

best two-year run at UCF since 
1989-90. 


Although he’s just as tough as his buzz-cut 
hair suggests, Schneider has difficulty getting 
away from trouble and has taken more than 
his share of hard hits in two seasons. Pinpoint 
accuracy against Clemson and Tulane was 
overshadowed by struggles at Virginia Tech 
and Syracuse in 2001. Losing 15. pounds 
helped Schneider's quickness, but it didn’t do 
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anything for UCF’s depth. Jon Rivera and 
Brandon Sumner are the backups, and nei- 
ther has thrown a pass in college. 

The quick development of tailback Alex 
Haynes fuels UCF’s belief that it can be less 
one-dimensional than in years past, but such 
optimism comes with a caveat: The Knights 
have no proven backup. Haynes sat out two 
games in 2001 with a hip pointer, meaning 
Keith Williams and Dontavius 
; Wilcox could play key roles. 

There's never a shortage of 
receivers at UCE Jimmy Eryzel 
and Doug Gabriel give UCF a 
solid possession receiver and a 
game-breaker, respectively, An 
assortment of younger, smallish 
receivers, headed by Tavaris 
Capers and Luther Huggins, can 
be dangerous in an offense that 
averaged 37 attempts and 308 
yards passing in 2001. 

This year brings a bonus in 
tight ends Mario Jackson and 
Michael Gaines. Jackson is a 
solid blocker; Gaines already has 
NEL scouts talking. 

Never has UCF had so 
many quality blockers, Janu- 
ary additions of junior college 
recruits David Ashkinaz and 
Alex Mendez, plus the devel- 
opment of Garrett McCray, 
could make the 2002 unit the 
school’s best line yet. Ashki- 
naz will start at guard, Mendez possibly at 
tackle, joining Mike Mabry (center), Tay- 
lor Robertson (guard) and Brian Huff 
(tackle). 

UCF should not need the smoke and 
mirrors it has used in the past on the 
defensive line. The Knights stole impact 
recruits from Florida and Alabama, respec- 
tively, in junior college transfers Roy 
Williams and DeMarcus Johnson. The 
former Southwest Mississippi Community 
College suitemates will give new defensive 
coordinator Bill D’Ottavio a fast, athletic 
front, It should be able to stop the run and 
apply pressure to the quarterback without 
the large amount of blitzing the Knights 
have done in the past. Ends Elton Patter- | f 
son, Rashad Jeanty (four sack) and 
Williams, plus nosetackle Larry Brown 
and tackles Mike Lynche and Johnson will 
form an outstanding front line, 

The linebacking corps wont be the 
most seasoned group, but they'te fast and 


c 


Depth Chart 
Offense (8) 
WR 16 Jimmy Fryzel (Sr.) 
WR 11 Doug Gabriel (Sr.) 
TE 83 Marlo Jackson (St.) 


RT 64 Alex Mendez (i) 
RG 70 Taylor Robertson (St.) 


Le 
Lt 73 Brian Huff (Sr) 


QB 17 Ryan Schneider (Jr.) 13 Jon Rivera (So.) 

FB 34 Sean Gaudion (Sr) 31. Dee Brown (So,) 

TB 4 Alex Haynes (So.) 24 Keith Willams (Fr) 
Defense (2) 

DE 90 Rashad Jeanty (So,) Roy Williams (J) 

DT —_DeMarcus Johnson (J) 94 Thomas Andrews (Sr.) 

NT 92 Larry Brown (Jt) 50 Mike Lynche (So.) 

DE 97 Elton Patterson (Sr) 91 Brent Bolar (Jr.) 


LB 52 Chris Pinko (Sr) 

LB Chad Masooe (Ue) 

LB 6 Antoine Poe (Ir) 

CB 27 Carlos Thompson (Sr) 
CB 28 Asante Samuel (Sr.) 
SS. 38 Atari Bighy So.) 

FS 49 Peter Sands (So,) 


KR 5 Luther Huggins (S0,) 
PR 28 Asante Samuel (Sr) 


(#) Indicates number of retuming starters 
BOLD indicates retuming starters 


Head Coach: Mike Kruczek 


2002 Prediction: 2nd MAC East 


RANKING 


will be a key to UCF’s attacking, multi-blitz 
package. Former Florida State recruit Chad 
Mascoe, another transfer from Southwest 
Mississippi CC, should make a seamless tran- 
sition to middle linebacker and figures to be 
the primary playmaker. Part-time starter 
Antoine Poe returns at weak-side linebacker, 
and Gerren Bray and Chris Pilinko should 
anchor the strong side. By year’s end, Savarris 
Brown might make plays at all three spots. 
Former NFL assistant John Fontes was 
brought in to teach three new starting defensive 
backs how to cover. The question is whether 
returning starting corner Asante Samuel and 
his smallish corps can withstand opposing 
quarterbacks like Marshall's Byron Leftwich 
and Miami's Ben Roethlisberger while standing 
up to the pounding other MAC teams can 
deliver with the ground game. The man to 
watch is hard-hitting strong safety Atari Bigby. 
UCF will miss kicker/punter Javier Beor- 
legui, a four-year starter, but walk-on senior 
Ryan Flinn has the leg to be a better punter, 
The Knights have real questions at kicker, 
where competition will continue through two- 
a-days among Ryan Feely, Kevin Beorlegui, 
Robert Campbell and freshman Matt Prater, 


5 Luther Huggins (S0,) 
7 Tevats Capers (So) 
82. Michael Gaines (Ir) 
76 Jett Harper (Fr) 

78 Garrett McCray (Sr) 
56. Adam Butcher (Fr) 
77 Travis Muse (S0,) 

69 Johnovan Morgan (Ir) 


65 Mike Mabry (Sr) 
David Ashkinaz Ur) 


22 Garren Bray (S0.) 
44. Savarris Brown (So.) 
56. Stanford Rhu (S0.) 
33. Rovel Hamiton (So,) 
43. Rashard Johnson (S0,) 
30 James Cody Ur.) 

45, Damani Fagan (So,) 


Special Teams 


60 Ryan Feely (Fr) 
26 Ryan Flinn (St) 


2001 Record 
Florida Citrus Bow! (70, 
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iddle Tennessee has to tend to some 
M unfinished business. Specifically, 

that means winning the Sun Belt 
championship outright and with it, a trip to 
the New Orleans Bowl. 

With 46 returnees — led by All-America 
candidate Dwone Hicks — this version of the 
Blue Raiders should indeed be better than the 
last, Whether or not that translates into a bet- 


Dwone Hicks 


ter record and bowl bid is another matter. 
“We've reached a lot of our goals, but not all 
of them,” says head coach Andy McCollum. 
“We know were not good enough to beat any- 
body on our schedule unless we're as good as 


we can be,” 
CN) generated 30 scoring drives 
of 70 or more yards. With 
running back Dwone Hicks and 
the entire offensive line returning, 
look for that number to be impressive 
once again this year. 


Last year the Blue Raiders 


All quarterback Andrico Hines has to do 
this year is step in for record-smashing prede- 
cessor Wes Counts. Hines hasn't played since 
the 2000 season at Southwest Mississippi 
Junior College, but he has size and runs 
exceptionally well. He prepared for this 
assignment last year by travelling with the 
team and charting plays on the sideline. 


yr Middle Tenngsse9cers 


“Well run our system, but there will be some 
changes,” says McCollum. 

Andre Green, formerly one of the nation’s 
top-rated prep stars, battled Hines during the 
spring and will do so again this fall. “Andre 
will allow us to do some things we couldn't do 
before,” McCollum says. 

With its top three rushers returning, Mid- 
dle'Tennessee’s backfield should once again be 
one of the nation's most produc- 
tive, 

Speedy, stour and strong, 
Hicks has a nose for the end zone 
and has produced back-to-back 
1,000-yard seasons. Reshard Lee 
was fifth in the Sun Bele in rush- 
ing as a freshman. Also in the 
mix is tiny Don Calloway, who 
missed the second half of th 
son with a broken ankle. 

The bad news: Kendall New- 
son, the best receiver in school 
history, has departed. The good 
news: Tyrone Calico and David 
Youell have not. “Calico and 
Youell are proven playmakers 
and should continue to pro- 
duce,” says McCollum. Cal- 
ico comes equipped with 
NEL size and speed; Youell 
relies on precision routes and 
sure hands. 

Returnees Kerry Wright 

and Hashem Joyner are also 
projected as starters. 
All five starters return up front for the | @ 
Blue Raiders. Center Glen Elarbee is the 
emotional leader of the quintet. Julius 
Gant, who started eight games as a fresh- 
man, is the most athletic, while two-year 
starter Brandon Westbrook is the most 
experienced and among the best linemen 
in the league. 

Guards David Coy and Kevin Pascoe 
are back after starting eight and 10 games, 
respectively. 

A trio of spot starters will become per- 
manent fixtures on the defensive line. 
Tackle Jerry Vanderpool has the athletic 
ability to become a top player in the con- 


ference. Curtis Daniely and Samuel | K 22 Bion Kalyx) 
Smith give the Blue Raiders a pair of | fm “1 pemwneneo), 
mobile ends. PR 1 Kerry Wright (So.) 


Middle Tennessee employs a five-line- 
backer alignment in an effort to get its 
best athletes on the field. Wich four of 
those starters returning, this should be a 
hard-hitting and active unit. Randy 


WR 27 Tyrone Calico (St.) 
WR 80 David Youell (Sr.) 
WR_ 8 Hashem Joyner (So.) 
WR_ 1 Kerry Wright (So.) 

IT 59 Brandon Westbrook (Jt) 74 Jonathan Froby (Sr) 


LG 72 David Coy (Sr) 


‘57 Glen Elarbee (Sr.) 65 Joe Moos (Jr.) 
RG 77 Kevin Pascoe (Sr.) 55 Josh Willoughby (Jr.) 
RT 67 Julius Gant (So.) 75 Brandon Parker (Jr.) 
QB 9 Andrico Hines (J.) 7 Andre Green (Ft.) 
TB 4 Dwone Hicks (Sr.) 24 Reshard Lee (So.) 
Defense (5) 


DE 90 Samuel Smith (St) 

INT 97 Jerry Vanderpool (So,) 
DE 96 Curtis Daniely (Sr. 

LB 11 Kareem Biand (Sr) 

LB 47 Sheldon Durham (St) 
LB 54 Randy Amold (Jt) 
LB 26 Blake Mortis (So.) 


LB 42 Brandon Lynch (Jr.) 37 Amon Binkley (Fr) 
CB 36 Shawn Allen (So. 10 Chris Johnson (Sr) 
FS 2 Michael Woods (Jr) 12 Will Martin (J) 


CB 5 Muhammad Rashada (Jr) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
(hs i 


NATIONAL 
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Arnold broke into the starting lineup early last 
season and is back in the middle. Blake Mor- 
rissa rising star on the right side with all-con- 
ference candidate Sheldon Durham settling in 
on the left side, Starters on the outside are a 
pair of gifted athletes: Brandon Lynch and 
Kareem Bland. 

New faces abound in the secondary where 
McCollum felt the need to upgrade speed 
and athleticism. But the lone returnee is one 
of the best in the Sun Bele, free safety Michael 
Woods. He opened last year as a linebacker 
but was moved back home to safety after five 
games and went on to lead the team in tack- 
les, “We became a better football team when 
Michael moved to the secondary,” says 
McCollum. 
hawn Allen has great ability and will man 
the left comer, Muhammad Rashada was the 
first-team right corner during spring ball. 
Will Martin, a former Kansas State signee, 
will figure in the rotation. 

The Blue Raiders welcome back their 
placekicker, punter, holder and all key kick 
returners from last year. Brian Kelly has made 
17-0f-22 field goal attempts in his career 
Robert Billings led the Sun Bele in punting. 


87 Ryan Edmiston (S0,) 
85 his Henry (Fr) 
84 Regge Jones (Sx) 
6 Wardell Alsup (Jr.) 


71. Jonathan Barry (St) 


98 Demetrios Walker (I) 

93 Thomas Johnson (S0,) 

3 Dominic Jones () 

23 ANin Fite (So.) | 
46. Chris Hough (So.) 

45. Charlie Myles (Jn) 

52 Louis Kemp (Sr.) 


4 Tony Sutton (J) 
Special Teams | 
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econd-year Boise State coach Dan 
Hawkins approaches the 2002 season 


with guarded optimism. “You know 


how football coaches are,” says Hawkins, who 
directed the Broncos to an 8-4 record and a 
tie for second place in their first season in the 
WAC. “We can get a little nervous about 
things. But, yeah, we feel like we have a 
chance to do some good things this year.” 


Ryan Dinwiddie 


And why not? The Broncos return 14 
starters, including one of the nation’ top 
quarterbacks in Ryan Dinwiddie; a conference 


Offensive Player of the Year candidate in tail- 
back Brock Forsey; and perhaps the WAC’ 
top defensive back in safety Quintin Mikell. 


0 


Dinwiddie, who finished fourth in the 
nation in passing efficiency and 10th in total 
offense in his first year as a starter, returns and 
should be even better with a year of experi- 
ence under his belt. “He has full command of 
the offense,” Hawkins says. “He throws the 
ball very well. He is a great deep ball thrower, 
And he’ very accurate.” 

Senior B,J. Rhode returns once again to 
serve as Dinwiddie’s backup. He started the 
Broncos’ final game last season when Din- 


Boise State converted 45.7 
percent of its third down 
tries in 2001, best in the WAC. 
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Boise State,..os 


widdie was suspended and led Boise State to 
a 26-10 victory over Central Michigan. 

Forsey, a first team All-WAC pick in 2001, 
accumulated 1,928 all-purpose yards last sea- 
son and leads an impressive group of backs. 
He needs just 773 yards to become the 
school’s leader in all-purpose yardage. 

David Mikell came off the bench to rush 
for 568 yards and five touchdowns as Forsey’s 
backup. 

The top four wide receivers all 
return, led by Jay Swillie, who 
has 111 career receptions, 
including 48 last season for 673 
yards and eight touchdowns. 
ting alongside Swillie will be 
cither speedster Lou Fanucchi or 
Billy Wingfield. 

“This is an experienced, solid 
Hawkins says. 
in, however, is 
who will fill the void created by 
the graduation of tight end Jeb 
Putzier, a first team All-WAC 
choice? More than likely that 
duty will fall to a committee 
including Rocky Atkinson, 
Kevin Louwsma, junior col- 
lege transfer Andy Weldon 
and fullback Matt Strohfus. 

The Broncos must over- 
haul the offensive line after 


Center Scott Huff and | 
right guard Rob Vian, the 
two returnees, are heading into their 
fourth year as starters. Matt Navest, who 
was a starter at left guard before missing 
most of the last two seasons with a knee 
injury, returns to his old spot. A pair of 
sophomores, Russell Colburn and Dar- 
ryn Colledge, may have the inside track 
for the starting tackle spots. 

The Broncos lose both starting defen- 
sive ends, Mike Phillips and Sky | | 
Dumont, but Hawkins still believes his 
line has a chance to be a good one. Both 


starting tackles, Bobby Hammer and | ¢ 


Tony Altieri, return, although Altieri 
skipped spring drills while recovering 
from a neck injury. 

Julius Roberts and Ryan Nelson inherie | 
the starting defensive end positions, but 
Hawkins expects a couple of highly 
touted junior college recruits, Loa Emm- 
sley and Fernando Yanez, both from 
Fresno City College, to see significant 
playing time as well 
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Havwkins likes his experience and depth at 
linebacker, even though Sophomore Andy 
Avalos is the unit's only returning starter. 
Travis Burgher has been moved from safety to 
linebacker, where he will battle special teams 
star Kameron Merritt for one outside spot. 
Senior Chauncey Ako takes over in the mid- 
dle. 

Few, if any, teams in the WAC are as tal- 
ented and deep in the secondary as the Bron- 
cos, who return all four starters from a year 
ago. Safety Quintin Mikell, a three-time all- 
conference pick, is a Jim Thorpe Award can- 
didate. Wes Nurse, who finished second on 
the team with 72 tackles and is fast enough to 
also play cornerback, will man the other 
safety spot. Gabriel Franklin, who led the 
Broncos with three interceptions as a fresh- 
man, and Julius Brown both return at corner- 
back as does key reserve Chris Cart. 

Senior Nick Calaycay, who has connected 
on 34 of his 43 career field goal attempts, 
returns to handle placekicking chores. One 
big area of concern is at punter. Keith Schut- 
tler tore his Achilles tendon during spring 
practice and will be sidelined a minimum of 
six months. 


Dep Chart 


8 ily Winged (St) 
87 Tim Giligan (Jr) 
79 Jess Hernande2 (I) 
70 Michael Ansel (So.) 


a Moutce Sapp (So) 
69. Dane Oldham (Jr,) 


90 Paul Al (i) 
50 Brad Chase (Sx) 
13 Travis Burgher (Un) 
57 Chris Barios Fx) 
44 ais Foster (St) 


22 Chris Carr (So.) 
se | +28 Deshan Cabaong (So.) 
Special Teams 
19 Nick Caayeay (St) 
a Keith Schutler (Sr) 


KR 3 David Mill Ur). 
PR 87 Tim Giliga (ic) 
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Si Arizona State, devils 


oach Dirk Koetter received a rough ini- 
tiation to Pac-10 football. His first Ari- 
zona State team lost its final five games 


C 


and finished with the school’s worst conference 
record (1-7) since joining the Pac-10 in 1978. 

Koetter characterizes the 4-7 season as hit- 
ting “rock bottom.” The process of climbing 
out began in the spring with significant bat- 
tles at quarterback and tailback, and with his 


Mike Williams 


staff trying to rebuild both lines. Fixing a 
porous defense was also a top priority, 

Last year the Sun Devils spent the spring 
finding out if there was someone on the ros- 
ter who could unseat injury-prone Jeff Krohn 
at quarterback. There wasn't. Krohn pro- 
ceeded to finish ninth nationally in passing 
efficiency but was again troubled by i 
He had issues with the coaching staff and 
decided to transfer to UMass, leaving ASU 
without an experienced quarterback. 


The Arizona State defense 
allowed 39 points per game in 
Pac-10 play. 


Andrew Walter started the last two games 
of the 2001 season for the injured Krohn but 
is now locked in a battle with redshirt fresh- 
man Chad Christensen and junior college 
import Andy Goodenough. Koetter was hop- 
ing one of the players would take command 
of the job in the spring, but that didn’t hap- 


pen. Christensen is the most mobile of the 
three and, overall, has the most promise. 
Goodenough, contacted after Krohn decided 
to leave, led Palomar College to the Califor- 
nia junior college state championship game. 

‘A solid running game would take some 
pressure off the new quarterback. Mike 
Williams is the incumbent, but he will have 
to hold off a pair of redshirt freshmen 
(Hakim Hill and Cornell 
Canidate) and perhaps a true 
freshman (Randy Hill) to be the 
featured back. Williams only had 
38 carries last year after getting 
121 the previous season. He's a 
straight-ahead runner who can 
take it the distance. 

Whoever wins the tailback 
derby will have one of the 
nation’s premier blocking backs 
in fullback Mike Karney. 

Receiver Shaun McDonald 
had a breakout sophomore sea- 
son, ranking 10th nationally in 
receiving yards per game (100.4). 
McDonaid will have a new part- 
ner this season, and it remains to 
be seen if Donnie O'Neal (45 
catches) can be replaced or if 
defenses will simply overload f 
on McDonald. Justin Taplin, 
a former big-time recruit, gets 
first crack at the split end 
position, Speedy Daryl Light- | 
foot will line up in the slot. 

Five of ASU's top six offensive linemen 
completed their eligibility, leaving a 
major rebuilding project for Koetter and 
assistant Jeff Grimes. Regis Crawford, the 
only returning starter, moved from right 
guard to left tackle in one of the spring | 
experiments. The top group also includes 
junior college All-American Tim Faaita at 
left guard, inexperienced Tony Aguilar at 
center, Drew Hodgdon at right guard and 
Damien Niko at right tackle. 

There could be all kinds of shuffling 
before a competent quintet is put together. 

Just as uncertain is the defensive line, 
which retums one proven player, third-team 
All-America end Terrell Suggs. The Devils will | 
be looking to increase their sack totals and get 
more pressure from the front four. Tackle is 
the least experienced position up front. 
ASU is trying to find four players to rotate 
from a group that includes JC transfer | 
Shane Jones, walk-on Phil Howard, for- 
mer defensive end Chad Howell, walk-on 


Peter Brouilet, 
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Khoa Nguyen, little-used senior James Beal 
and redshirt freshman Josh Kirkwood. 

One area with proven players is the line- 
backing corps. Mason Unck, the team’s sec- 
ond-leading tackler, is a returning starter, as is 
Solomon Bates. Bates battled a weight prob- 
Jem last fall and is in a tight duel with Josh 
Amobi for the starter’s role. 

In the Devils’ 42 defense, the free safety has 
a major responsibility for making tackles. 
Jason Shivers stepped off a high school cam- 
pus in Phoenix and ended up leading the 
team with 89 stops. ASU would receive a 
boost if sophomore cornerback Emmanuel 
Franklin, who struggled with a season-long 
injury, is fully recovered by the start of pre- 
season camp. 

The Devils’ three-safety lineup didn’t pro- 
duce enough big plays. Alfred Williams is back 
for his final season with Shivers. The other 
safety spot is up for grabs. 

Tim Parker will be the Sun Devils’ new 
punter. He signed late last year from junior 
college and redshirted in 2001. The place- 
kicking assignment belongs to Mike Barth, 
who was 9-of-14 on field goals and missed 
just one of 44 extra points. 


Depth Chart 


Sun Dé 


Stadium (73,379) 
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bai Hawaii, rriors 


here may not have been a hotter team 
T: college football ac the end of the 
2001 season than the University of 
Hawaii, June Jones’ squad won eight of its last 
nine games en route to a 9-3 record, includ- 
ing a season-ending 72-45 thrashing of a 
12-0 BYU squad that had been lobbying 
hard for a Bowl Championship Series berth. 
‘The question for 2002: Can the Warriors 


that he had to undergo surgery in January to 
have a ligament attached in his throwing 
wrist, which kept him ftom throwing until 
May. “I am a little concerned,” Jones says. 
“The doctors say he'll be able to come back as 
good as new. But its going to take him time to 
build up strength in his wrist and arm after 
such a long layoff.” 

The 


Run-and-Shoot offense 
averaged only about 24 rushing 
attempts per game | 
but Jones has a strong sta 
running backs to turn to, Mike 
Bass started nine games as a 
freshman and rushed for a solid 
558 yards, Powerful backup 
Thero Mitchell also returns. 

Jones must find replacements 
for three key starters, including 
Ashley Lelie, a first-round pick in 
the 2002 N “You never 
replace a No. 1 pick,” Jones says, 
“Bur we have some kids coming 
back who we are very high on.” 
thad Owens, who earned 
freshman All-America honors a 
return specialist, and explosive 
redshirt freshman Nate Il 
will likely start at the slot posi- 
tions. Justin Colbert, who 
caught 55 passes for 801 
yards, returns at left wideout | 
while junior Neal Gossett } 
will attempt to replace Lelie 

right wideout. 
Despite losing two starters on the 
offensive line Jones believes this unit 
could be his strongest offensive area, One 
reason for that optimism is the return of 
senior guard Vince Manuwai, a second- 
team All-WAC pick who Jones says 
should contend for All-Am 
Jones 
Wayne Hunter, a former 
man of the Year as a di 
Cal who has switched over to offense, 
Uriah Moenoa takes over for Brian Smith 
at center, while left guard Lui Fuata and 
right tackle Ryan Santos are expected to 
round out the rest of the lin 

Hawaii's defensive line 


Warriors’ 


a 


Timmy Chang 


pick up where they left off “From an athletic 
standpoint, this is the best we've been in my 


four years here,” Jones says. “How well we 
can come together as a team and win on the 
road will be very key for us.” 


ica honors. 
is very high on junior left tac 


Pac-10 F 


Hawaii scored 176 


ao points in its final three 
% games of the 2001 season, 
an average of 58.7 per contest. 


Quarterback Timmy Chang, the 2000 
WAC Freshman of the Year, was leading the 
nation in total offense before going down 
with a wrist injury in a Sept. 29 game against 


atures a pair of 


Rice. The popular homegrown star has blazing defensive ends in Kevin Jackson 
already passed for 4,141 yards and 25 touch- and Travis LaBoy, who both have been 
downs in 12 career searts. timed at 4,5 in the 40-yard dash. Lui 


‘The good news for Jones and company is 
that Chang was granted a medical hardship 
for his wrist injury last season and still has 
three years of eligibility left. The bad news is 


Fuga, an eight-game starter in 2000 who 
sat out last season with shoulder prob- 
lems, returns to man one of the tackle 
spots along with junior Lance Samuseva, a 
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RT 71 Ryan Santos (So) 
| QB 44 Timmy Chang (So.) 
RB 1 Mike Bass (So.) 


DE 4 Travis LaBoy (Jr) 

| DT 99 Lui Fuga (i) 

| DT 92 Lance Samuseva (Jr) 

“DE 4 Kevin Jackson (J) 

LB 44 Matt Wright (se) 

LB 54 Chris Brown (Sr) 

LB 40 Pisa 

CB 37 Abraham Elimimian (So.) 

CB 33 Hyrum Peters (Jr) 

SS _ 19 Leonard Peters (Fr) 
FS 23 Sean Butts (St) 


~K 47 Justin Ayat (S0.) 
P49 Mat McBria (Sr) 
“KR 2 Chad Ovens (S0.) 
PR 2.Chad Owens (So) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 


“BOLD indicates retuming starters 
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returning starter, Matt “Rocky” Faga, a highly 
touted junior college transfer from Fresno 
City College, should help provide good depth. 

‘There may not be a better pair of lineback- 
ers in the WAC than Chris Brown, a first- 
team all-conference pick in ‘01, and Pisa 
Tinoisamoa, a second team All-WAC pick 
who averaged 9.6 tackles per game. Matt 
Wright, who started eight games in 2001, will 
once again handle the other outside spot. 

Three corners with starting experience 
Abraham Elimimian, Hyrum Peters 
and Kelvin Millhouse, who had a team-high 
five interceptions. But Jones must replace 
both starting safeties, including second team 
AIl-WAC pick Nate Jackson, who had a 
knack for making big plays. Sean Butts, who 
started on special teams last season, and red- 
shire freshman Leonard Peters are the likely 
starters at safety. 

“The Warriors have arguably the best special 
teams in the conference, if not the nation, 
Mat McBriar averaged 43.4 yards per punt en 
route to second team all-conference honors. 
Justin Ayat returns to handle placekicking 
and kickoff duties. He connected on 14 of his 
16 field goal tries inside the 40. 


Depth Chart 


return: 


87 Kanale George (S0.) 
84. Britton Komine (So.) 
38. Gerald Welch Ur) 

83 Mike Akiu (Fr) 

79 Chatle Dutra (Sr) 
77 Shayne Kajioks (Sr) 
59. Derek Faavi (Ft) 

75. Chad Kahle (S0.) 
67 Phil Kauffman (So,) 
7 Shawn Withy-Alen (Sc) 
24 Thero Mitchel (Sr) 
Defense (8) 

58 Laanul Correa (Sr) 
78 Mle Holt (i) 

96 Hiram Travis (Jn) 

93 Houston Ala (Jt) 

46 Keani Alapa (Jn) 

42 Donny Fealliu (Sr) 
41. Tyrone Brown (So,) 

3 Kelvin Milthouse (Jr) 
25 Josiah Cravalho (S0,) 
35 David Gilmore (Ir) 

_ 9 Matt Manuma (So.) 


Special Teams 


joisamoa (St) 


2001 Rect 
Aloha Stadium (50,000) 
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2 Minnesota, ,..., gophers 


his is the year when Glen Mason hopes 
T: change what has been Minnesota 

football history for the better part of 40, 
years, Since 1960, the last time the Gophers 


won the national tide, the blueprint for Min- 
nesota football has been constant: show 


progress, regress, change coaches, repeat. 
That's why the 2002 season is so critical for 
the Gophers. After consecutive bowl seasons in 


Asad Abdul-Khaliq 


1999 and 2000, Minnesota stumbled in ’01. 
Instead of reaching a third straight bowl game 
for the first time in school history, the Gophers 


finished tied for last in the Big Ten. 
Running back Marion Barber 
Ill averaged 6.3 yards per 
carry as a true freshman. 


But with 13° starters returning, the 
Gophers should be able to reverse the trend 
and stop the backward slide, 

Quarterback Asad Abdul-Khalig enters this 
season as the clear No. 1 starter after splitting 
time with Travis Cole. Abdul-Khalig is mobile 
with a strong arm and has matured after shar- 
ing the position for the last two seasons. 
‘Abdul-Khaliq was as good as any Big’Ten quar- 
terback late in the season, throwing for 584 
yards and six touchdowns — almost half of his 
season total — in the final two games. “His 
confidence level is up,” Mason says. “Ies been 


a growth process, a development process.” 
A year ago Marion Barber III arrived on 
campus as a potential defensive player. As this 
season begins, Barber, the son of former 
Gophers running back Marion Barber Jr, is the 
team’s No. 1 rushing option. Deceptively 
quick, Barber gained 742 yards while splitting 
time with Tellis Redmon, Thomas Tapeh, once 
a heralded tailback prospect, will backup Bar- 
ber and also see time at fullback. 

Jermaine Mays, who returns 
after sitting out last season 
because of an eligibility dispute 
with the NCAA, is one of the 
fastest receivers in the Big Ten. 
On the other side, Antoine Burns 
returns after a season in which he 
established himself as a solid Big 
Ten receiver. The knock on the 
Gophers’ two primary receivers 
has been their consistency. Tony 
Patterson, the biggest of the 
Gophers primary pass catchers, 
will be the third receiver. 

Ben Utecht might be the best 
tight end in the Big Ten. The for- 
mer wide receiver is too quick for 
most linebackers to cover, 
but at 6'6", Utecht is taller 
and can out-jump most 
defensive backs. 

The offensive line is a bit 
of mixed bag for the 
Gophers, There are returning 
players on the outside, but 
the interior of the line will be inexperi- 
enced. At 6'7" and 352 pounds, left 
tackle Jake Kuppe is one of the biggest 
players in the Big Ten. He provides solid 
pass blocking for Abdul-Khaliq on the 
outside. Jeremiah Carter is the only other 
regular returning after starting nine 
games at right guard last season. Carter is 
expected to slide outside to tackle and 
will play a significant role in the Gophers’ 
outside running attack. 

A year ago, the Gophers recorded just 
14 sacks as a team, and no returning 
player had more than three. Redshire 
freshmen Mark Losli and Charlton Keith 
will have an opportunity to step in and 
play at defensive end. Both players have 
the potential to be outstanding outside 
pass rushers. Inside, the Gophers return 
Dan Kwapinski, Darrell Reid and Bran- 
don Harston. Improved run defense is 
crucial as the Gophers were one of just 
three Big Ten teams to give up more than 


Steve Wottmann 


c 


P 
K 


WR48 Antoine Burns (Sr.) 
WR 17 Tony Patterson (Jr.) 
WR 45 Jermaine Mays (Sr) 
I 75 Jake Kuppe (Sr) 
LG 67 Mark McElroy (S0,) 


RG 70 Joe Quinn Ut.) 

RT 69 Jeremiah Carter (St.) 
TE 82 Ben Utecht (Jr) 

QB 8 Asad Abdul-Khaliq (Jr.) 19 Benji Kamath (Jr) 
RB 21 Marion Barber Ill (So.) 


DE 97 Mark Losii (Fr.) 

NT 87 Dan Kwapinski (Jr) 
DT 43 Darrell Reid (So.) 
DE 55 Charton Keith (Fc) 
LB 57 Terrance Campbell (Fr.) 
LB 59 Ben West (Jr) 

LB 45 Junior Eugene (Ft) 
‘CB 39 Michael Lehan (St.) 
CB 25 Uke Dozier (So.) 
$8.20 Justin Isom (Ic) 

FS 27 Eli Ward (Jt) 


PR 18 Antoine Burns (Sc) 
KR 418 Antoine Buns (Sr) 


(2) Indicates number of retuming starters 
BOLD indicates 
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200 yards per game on the ground. 

The linebacking corps might be the 
Gophers’ deepest position. So deep, in fact, 
that defensive coordinator Moe Ankney pro- 
moted the three projected backups to the first 
team for the spring game. Terrance Campbell, 
Ben West and Junior Eugene ran with the first 
unit while converted cornerback Justin Fraley 
and returning starters Bradley Vance and Phil 
Archer were relegated to the second team, 

The secondary should be among the best 
in the Big Ten, Cornerback Mike Lehan is 
fast enough to cover the top receivers in the 
conference while playing a physical style of 
football. Ukee Dozier, who made a game-sav- 
ing interception against Michigan State a year 
ago, will start at the other corner. Eli Ward 
has been moved from strong to free safety. 
Justin Isom, who saw action at linebacker, 
cornerback and safety last season, will start at 
strong safety. 

Kicker Dan Nystrom has regressed since 
making 17-of-21 field goals in '99. Last sea- 
son, he made just 9-of-15. Punter Preston 
Gruening, a preseason All-American, strug- 
gled last fall; his average dropped by more. 
than three yards per punt. 


Depth Cha 
Offense (5) 


86 dakar Wallace (Fr) 

1 Keith Matthews (S0.) 
36 Demetrus Johnson (So.) 
74 Rian Melander ($0, 
64 Rob Kraemer (F) 

64 Rob Kraemer (Ft) 
79. Trevor MoCulloch (Fr) 

76. Matt Mcintosh (Jt) 

88 Scooter Baugus (Sr) 


{60 Mike Nicholson (Ft) 


44. Thomas Tapeh (Jr) 


Defense (8) 


‘46 Tony Dupree (J) 

93. Brandon Herston (S0.) 
92 Ryan Domin (Sr) 

99 Damian Haye (Fr) 

12 Justin Fraley (So.) 
53 Bradley Vance (So.) 

34. Phil Archer (Jr) 

24. Danny Upchurch (Fr) 
13 Ken Wiliams (Fc) 

‘30. Johnathan Richmond (S0,) 
5 Dominique Sims (S0.) 


Special Teams 


14 Preston Gruening (Sr) 
28 Dan Nystrom (Sr) 


retuming starters | 


Coach: Glen Mason 


2002 Prediction: Sth Big Ten 
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> New Mexican. 


he wins have steadily increased in 
T Rocky Long's four years at New Mex- 
ico, but the Lobos have yet to record 
that big victory to catapult them to their first 
bowl game since 1997 — Dennis Fran- 
chione’ final season in Albuquerque. 
Whether irs been an inability to convert a 
field goal, get a key first down or stop a drive 
on third-and-short, New Mexico has been on 


Casey Kelly 


the wrong end of close games on several occa- 
sions in the past few seasons, With those bit- 
ter experiences behind them, the Lobos look 
to clinch a bow! berth and contend for a con- 
ference title with a little bit more depth and a 
little bit more experience in 2002. 
6 Junior quarterback Casey Kelly 
is the sixth quarterback — and 


the fifth starter — used by New 
Mexico since 1999. 


Quarterback Casey Kelley took over for 
Rudy Camaano during the fourth game of 
the 2001 season and went 5-2 as a starter the 
rest of the way. The junior from Portland, 
Ore., threw for 1,559 yards and eight touch- 
downs and has solidified a position which has 
been far from consistent lately, But while the 
Lobos know who’ going to be No. 1, there 
isn’t anyone in the program who has proven 
to bea capable backup. 


144 


ry 


New Mexico lost its top three running 
backs from 2001, so establishing a consistent 
running game is the biggest concern for the 
Lobo staff heading into preseason camp. 

The staff believes Tony Frazier, a 5'6" red- 
shirt freshman, can carry the load this fall. He 
had an outstanding spring and is listed atop 
the depth chart heading into the 2002 season. 

The coaches are also high on home-grown 
product Dontrell Moore, but he 
missed the majority of the spring 
after tearing cartilage in his right 
knee. Quincy Wright, a senior, is 
the only tailback with experi- 
ence, but he carried the ball only 
cight times last season. 

Dwight Counter is one of sev- 
eral receivers who could relieve 
some of the pressure off the 
young running backs. He led the 
team with 43 catches for 774 
yards and four touchdowns. Joe 
Manning, who had 26 catches 
for 482 yards in 2001, is one of 
three seniors who will share 
duties on the field. 

One side of the offensive line 
is set with returning starters 
Jason Lenzmeier (tackle), 
Claude Terrell (guard) and 
Rashad McClure (center). | 
McClure, the only senior, has 
started 31 of the last 34 
games at center. Lenzmeier 
was an honorable mention | | 
all-conference selection as a sophomore. 
He played all but 11 offensive snaps dur- 
ing the 2001 seasons. Terrell started 10 
games last fall and earned Freshman All- | 
America honors from the Football Writ- 
ers Association of America. 

Nosetackle Hebrews Josue started all 
11 games in 2001 after transferring from 
junior college. He will joined on the | 
Lobos’ three-man line by ends Daniel | ! 
Kegler and D.J. Renteria, who made four | , 
starts apiece last year. 

Depth will be a major concern. “Kegler 
and Renteria played a lot of football, and 
they're listed as starters right now,” Long 
says. “Were questioning the depth right 
now, but we signed two of our backup 
guys (Casey Hamilton and Zach Rupp) 
out of junior college, and they had a good 
spring. 

There is some quality depth at line- 
backer, despite the loss of Mohammed 
Konte and Gary Davis, the 2001 team 


H 


i Bim haeh) 


ise 22 David Hall (St) 


(2) indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD incicates returning starters 
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leader in tackles (100), tackles for a loss 
(20.0) and sacks (8.0). Charles Moss returns 
in the middle and is the team’s leading return- 
ing tackler (71), while Nick Speegle earned 
third-team freshman All-America honors last 
fall. Shannon Kincaid is on the left side, but 
will compete with sophomores Chrishone 
Harris and Domingo Villarruel. 

The Lobo position made famous by cur- 
rent Chicago Bear Brian Urlacher is still up in 
the air heading into preseason camp. Kevin 
Walton, Sidney Wiley and Jason Malone are 
all competing for the starting duties, 

Fola Fashola is a converted linebacker who 
will see time as a free safety; Terrell Golden is 
coming back from right shoulder surgery; and 
Brandon Ratcliff, who sat out last season due 
to academic problems, also is eligible this fll. 

The cornerback situation makes Long ner- 
vous. David Crockett is solid, but the other 
spot has a few players still vying for the job. 
Desmar Black is No. 1 on the depth chart, 
but Brandon Gregory, Curtis Flakes and Rod- 
tick Palmer will compete for the position. 

Sophomore Wes Zunker will take over the 
kicking duties, but the punting position is 
still up for grabs, 


Depth Chart 


a ‘(s 
“5 Jake Fare 
cs neue ik ($0) 


2 Dontrell ‘Moore (Fr) 
Defense (5) 


99 Casey Hamilton J) 
% Peco tss) 


olen (I) ; 

33 FolaFashola Ut) 

4. Brandon Gregory (Sx) 
26 Cutis Fakes (S0,) 


Teams 


2004 Record (MWC): 6-5 (4-3) 
University Stadium (37,000) 
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CUS first year in Conference USA was 
Te: like the previous three for the 

Horned Frogs — it ended in a bowl 
game. 

After a 13-year stretch from 1985 to 1997 
that produced only three winning seasons in 
Fore Worth, the Horned Frogs are 31-17 
over the past four seasons. ‘Two conference 
titles and two bowl victories have been the 


Adrian Madise 


by-products of the turnaround. But the 
prospects for a fifth straight bowl are some- 
what suspect. Quarterback y Printers 
opted to transfer instead of returning for his 
senior season. 


TCU has won 34 games 

over the past four sea- 

sons, the school’s best four- 

year stretch since winning 36 
from 1935-1938. 


With Printers out of the picture, it’s Sean 
Stilley’ team. The 6'5" senior received signifi- 
cant playing time last season when Printers was 
injured for a brief stretch. Against Army, he 
performed like Patterson hopes he will chs fall. 
Stilley completed 21-of-29 for 273 yards and 
three TDs against the Black Knights. 

Patterson feels good about the running back 
position. Juniors Ricky Madison and Corey 
Connally return but should be pushed by 


TCM ned frogs 


‘Texas transfer Kenny Hayter. 
Madison split time last year with Connally, 
but finished as the team’s top rusher with 611 
yards. He started the first four games last fall, 
but then was limited by injuries. But it didn’ 
prevent him from stepping up when the 
Horned Frogs needed him most. In a late-sea- 
son upset of league champion Louisville, he 
rushed 31 times for a career-best 156 yards. 

Connally encountered the 
same setbacks as Madison. Con- 
nally moved into the starting 
lineup after Madison was side- 
lined and responded with 199 
yards in his debut against Hous- 
ton. A stress fracture suffered in a 
mid-November practice, however, 
ended his season. 

Hayter played in 12 games for 
the Longhorns in 2000 and fin- 
ished second on the team with 
220 yards. Included in that total 
was a 122-yard game against 
Oklahoma Sta 

If Stilley can get them the ball, 
there are enough quality receivers 
to make the Horned Frogs dan- 
gerous. 

LaTarence Dunbar, a phys- 
ical player, is also one of the 
fastest on the roster and per- 
g haps the top game-breaker. 
= Adrian Madise made an 
£ immediate impact after trans- 
ferring from Middle Georgia 
JC by leading the Horned Frogs in recep- 
tions and receiving yards. A knee injury 
limited Kevin Brown to three games last 
season, but the hard-nosed receiver is back. 

Brady Barrick is a solid offensive tackle 
Considered the team's fastest lineman, Bar- 
tick started 11 games at right tackle and 
made significant improvement as a pass 
protector. The senior-laden interior line 
includes left guard Josh Harbuck, center 
Jamal Powell and right guard J.T. Aughin- 
baugh. 

Junior left tackle John Glud is the 
biggest of a large group of defensive line- 
men. At 334 pounds, Glud brings a degree | 
of roughness to the line. 

Junior defensive end Bo Schobel returns 
after tearing his ACL in the opener at 
Nebraska. At the other defensive end spot, 
Bobby Pollard emerged lace in the season 
and became the starter on the right side. 

Defensive tackle Chad Pugh is the 
anchor. He has excellent quickness and 


76 Chad | 
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good strength and uses both to plug up the 
middle. 

Outside linebacker LaMarcus McDonald is 
poised for an impressive finish to a solid career. 
McDonald had an incredible 25 tackles that 
resulted in 108 lost yards among his 80 stops 
in 2001. Josh Goolsby returns in the middle 
after suffering a torn ACL in his right knee in 
the season's second game. 

TCU’s top cornerback Jason Goss was a sec- 
ond-team all-league pick lase year after leading 
the conference with 24 pass breakups, a total 
that ranked third nationally. 

Junior Tyrone Sanders has only made four 
searts in his career, but he led the team with 
three interceptions his freshman season and 

as seen significant playing time. 

Marvin Godbole is a star on the rise at the 
weak safety position. Senior free safety Ken- 
neth Hilliard made a smooth transition from 
cometh: n and finished with a 


Junior Nick Browne, a former walk-on, 
earned the starting kicking job during fall prac- 
tice a year ago and led the team in scoring. 
Senior Joey Biasatti, a strong left-footed 
punter, averaged 42.4 yards per punt. 


(fo 
Johnson ($0) 


‘87 Richard Evans (J) 
98. Brandon J 
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3-8 season isn't what West Virginia 
fans had in mind. And this season 
doesn't look much better. Eight bowl 


A 


teams and a trip to Wisconsin await. But coach 
Rich Rodriguez isn’t panicking, “In the second 
year I think the players know a little more 
about what to expect from me,” says the coach. 

West Virginia will try an odd stack defense. 
The shotgun offense remains intact. But 


Phil Braxton 


quarterback Rasheed Marshall must improve. 
For the season, he completed 41-of-79 passes, 
threw four picks and just one touchdown. 
Rodriguez likes Marshall’s speed. But if the 
sophomore falters, look for Rodriguez. to 
quickly insert Danny Embick, a redshirt 
freshman with less speed, but a stronger arm. 


Running back Avon 

Cobourne has 18 100-yard 

rushing games in his career. 

He's averaged 104 yards against 
Miami and 114 against Syracuse. 


Running back is a position of strength, 
Avon Cobourne, a 5'9", 190-pound all-pur- 
pose back, has been the workhorse for the past 
three seasons, piling up 3,455 yards on the 
ground. Cobourne could use another gear, but 
he’s surprisingly effective for his size. Not only 
can he turn the corner, but he also runs well 
inside, He's a fine blocker and can catch when 
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asked. Behind Cobourne is Quincy Wilson, a 
power back who should finally realize his 
potential. When WVU uses a fullback, Moe 
Fofana and Hikee Johnson will rotate. 

AJ. Nastasi will have to lead the pack at 
receiver. He has great hands and is a good 
route runner. Phil Braxton, a 6'3” senior, was 
expected to be WVU's go-to guy last season, 
but he was slowed by injuries and had trouble 
handling the deep ball. 

Aside from those two, youth 
will have to serve. Dee Alston, 
pethaps the team’ fastest player, 
needs to provide a deep threat. 
Miquelle Henderson, similar in 
size to Braxton, is in the mix. 
Cassel Smith may start at the slot 
— at least until junior college 
transfer Travis Garvin and 
recruits Broderic Jones and J.T. 
Perry come to the rescue. 

WVUS line didn’t remind any- 
one of Nebraska's, but it was solid. 
At tackle, the Mountaineers are 
set with Lance Nimmo, a senior 
who came on last season, and ath- 
letic Tim Brown. Nimmo under- 
stands the offense, possesses 
good athleticism and has 
good technique. The way he 
handled Syracuse's Dwight 
Freeney gives Rodriguez 
¢ hope. At guard, WVU is 
counting on Ken Sandor, | 
who may be the strongest 
player on team. Jeff Berk received the 
bulk of the work when Sandor was hurt 
last season and should start opposite him 
this season. Rodriguez likes Berk’s aggres- 
siveness and motor. Center Zach Dillow 
isa bit on the small side but is intelligent. 


On defense, the Mountaineers have | Dr 98 bavd Upehureh (St) 64 Enest une) 
switched from four down linemen to | DE 42 Kevin Freeman (Sc) 89 Tim Love (Sx) 
three. If chat i to be effective, Rodriguez | $2 2JamesDavs (Se) 91 Aon eras) 
needs a big season from David Upchurch. } LB 32 Ben Colins (Sr) 54. Shane Greham (So,) 
Known for his strength and quickness, | GB 13 pace ree any "4 erent) 
Upchurch had 66 tackles, 14 for a loss, | Rov 7 Angel Estrada (Sr.) 28 James Woodruff (Sr) 


and four sacks last season. 

WVU must get production from ends 
Kevin Freeman and Jason Davis, two solid 
but unspectacular starters. Davis has terrific 
vision and athleticism. Freeman is the 
proverbial coach’s player. Tim Love will 
spell the pair. 

West Virginia is sandwiching their best 
defender, Grant Wiley, in a three-line- 
backer scheme. Wiley was slowed last sea- 
son by hamstring injuries after being 


WR 24 Phil Braxton (Sr.) 
Henderson (So. 


3 22 Avon Cobourne (Sr.) 


K 38 Todd James (Jr) 


(8) Indicates number of retuning starters 
BOLD starters 
"The 12 offensive positions represent WVU's multiple formations, 
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named the Big East’s Rookie of the Year in 00. 
Now, he’s healthy. James Davis, who played 
end last year, is now a standup linebacker; he’s 
more suited to the position with his size and 
range, Adam Lehnortt, tall and agile, or Ben 
Collins will handle the other side. 

The leader at safety will be 200-pound 
senior Angel Estrada, a tireless, intelligent 
athlete who started last season. Hell play 
both rover and free safety. Jahmile Addae will 
likely start at free safety. Two players will man 
the outside strong (spur) position. Arthur 
Harrison, a physical back, probably will get 
the starting nod after a year on special teams. 
Jermaine Thaxton is also a contender. 

‘Atcorner, technically sound Brian King will 
probably start, despite being limited in the 
spring with a wrist injury. Lance Frazier should 
hold off Lewis Daniels on the other side. 

Todd James is the leading candidate at place- 
kicker. Casey Welch is also after the job. Mark 
Fazzolari was once an All-Big East punter, but 
James took over midway through the '01 sea- 
son. Fazzolari had the better numbers, averag- 
ing 42.4 yards to James’ 40.7. Frazier returns as 
the Mountaineers’ punt returner, Page may 
handle the bulk of the kickoff returns. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (7) 


74 Aaron Howell (Fc) 
78 Josh Stewart (1) 
85 Darel! Glover (Sr) 
45 Danny Embick (Fr) 
3 Quincy Wilson (Jr) 


Defense (5) 


B18 Resheed Marshall (So, 


84 Jermaine Thaxton (Sc) 
47 Lawrence Auden (So.) 


Special Teams 
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NN Ar IZONA cats 


herever he has gone, college or pro, 
John Mackovic has taken a losing 
football team and quickly turned it 


into a winner, 

Now in his fifth reconstruction effort, this 
time at Arizona, Mackovie wants to do. so 
again. He and his coaches fee! that the Wild- 
cats have enough capable players sprinkled 
throughout the roster to climb into the Pac- 


Clarence Farmer 


10’ first division and play in a bowl game for 
the first time since 1998. 

“Our standards are higher,” says recruiting 
coordinator and receivers coach Rob Ianello. 
“Byery aspect of the program has changed.” 


The Wildcats allowed a 
school-record 34.3 points 
per game in 2001. 


In previous stops at Wake Forest, Illinois, 
‘Texas and with the Kansas City Chiefs, 
Mackovie went a cumulative 19-30-1 in his 
first year, and turned it around to 31-191 in 

Year 2. Mackovic seems to be a master at 
restoring attitude and motivation, and in 
coaching teams that are underdogs. 

What matters most to Mackovic is how 
redshirt freshman Nic Costa closes the gap on 
Jason Johnson (11 starts in 2001), the club's 
only quarterback to play in a college game. 

Costa is stronger, faster and has a better 


arm. But Johnson is instinctive and intelli 
gent. He lacks quickness but was savy 
enough to complete 56.7 percent of his 
throws in 2001. He knows the offense the 
way Mackovic knows the offense and will 
enter the fall atop the depth chart. 

Tailback Clarence Farmer was outstanding 
last season, leading the Pac-10 in rushing 
with 1,229 yards. Farmer is a big back and 
among the quickest in the con- 
ference. Redshirt freshman Mike 
Bell was so impressive in spring 
drills that UA coaches believe he 
could start ae most Divi 
schools. As it is, he'll be Farmer's 
reliever, with help from another 
redshirt freshman, Gainus Scott, 
who climbed the depth chart 
quickly in spring practice. 

Wide receiver Bobby Wade 
isn't blessed with blazing speed, 
but he makes big plays all over 
the field. He caught 62 passes a 
year ago without the benefit of 
another top receiver to relieve 
him of double-coverage. Andrae 
‘Thurman played extensively last 
year and emerged in spring 
practice as the club’s No. 2 
receiver. Junior college trans- 

Juan Valentine was | 
impressive in spring practice, 
and letterman Lance Relford 
was improved, Tight ends 
James Hugo, Justin Lev- 
asseur and Steve Fleming are useful play- 
ets, 

‘The first unit offensive line is one of 
Arizona’ strengths but the lack of depth 
makes the possibility of injuries a fright- 
ening thought. Center Keoki Fraser and | 
right guard Reggie Sampay have been 
standout players. Left tackle Makoa Fre- 
itas, a fifth-year senior, has started when 
healthy since he was a sophomore and is 
the club's top pass protector, Brandon 
Phillips will enter the fall No. 1 at right 
tackle, while John Vorsheck and Darren 
Safranek will battle at left guard. 

Nowhere are the Wildcats 


Tom Hauck/Al 


(te 


} cB 8 


more 


unproven than on the defensive line, | 3 seanneate) 
though senior tackle Young Thompson is | P42 RemeyPer Ur) 
4 ive | KR 9 GaryLove Ur) 

scheduled to start for a third succesive | ME SGay tne 


year. Sophomore Fata Avegalio has star | 
potential as a pass-rusher and playmaker. 
‘Transfer Andre Torrey had a productive 
spring and is expected to start at end. 
Inside linebacker Lance Briggs has 
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made more tackles the last two seasons than 
anyone in the Pac-10. If he avoids injury, 
he'll be among the nation’s best at his posi- 
tion. He is quick to the ball and a powerful 
hitter. Ray Wells and Joe Siofele were co- 
startets in 2001 and are expected to surround 
Briggs, and sophomore Kirk Johnson is a 
budding star. 

Former tailback Anthony Fulcher is likely 
to share time at strong safety with Clay 
Hardt. Free safety Jarvie Worcester is a three- 
year starter. Cornerback Michael Jolivette has 
10 career interceptions and is an All-Pac-10 
player. Redshirt freshman Darrell Brooks 
made as much progress in spring practice as 
anyone on the defense. Three other corners 
— junior college transfer Luis Nunez, David 
Hinton and former receiver Gary Love 
good enough to play. 

Punter Ramey Peru was adequate in 2001; 
his job is being sought by transfer James 
Molina. Prep All-American Danny Baugher 
will also get a crack at the job in training 
camp. Placekicker Sean Keel has started for 
two years and has been capable. Nevertheless, 
he is being challenged by incoming freshman 
Nicholas Folk and junior Bobby Gill. 


Depth Chart 


are 


81. Juan Valentine Jr) 
18 Lance Relford (Jn) 
att Lamatsch (Jc) 

‘78 Darren Safranek (Sr.) 
Thomas Stevens (Fr) 

63 Matt Page (Fr) 

76 Matt Lamatsch (J) 

88. Justin Levasseur (it) 

42 Nic Costa (Fr) 

26. Nike Bell (Fr) 

45 Antoine Singield (Fr) 


Defense (6) 


97 Isaac Watts (Fr) 
99 Vince Feula (So.) 


Andre Torrey 

49 Matt Malina (Ir) 
44. Patick Howard (So.) 
43. Kirk Johnson (So, 
ichael Jolivette (Jr) 13. Luis Nunez (Jr) 

2 David Hinton (J) 
36. Anthony Fulcher (ir) 


é Lance Briggs (St.) 


33 Clay Hardt Jc) 


Special Teams 


indicates retuming starters 
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gram has come in three years under John 

Robinson; A 3-4 finish in Mountain 
West Conference play was considered a major 
disappointment. 

Considering the Rebels had come off an 
0-11 season and were in the midst of a 16- 
game losing streak when Robinson took over, 
a 3-4 record in the competitive Mountain 


T: is how far the UNLV football pro- 


Jason Thomas 


West and an overall 4-7 mark doesn’t seem 
half bad. However, coming on the heels of 
2000 when UNLV finished 8-5 and demol- 
ished Arkansas 31-14 in the Las Vegas Bowl, 
it was a big letdown. 


UNLV ranked seventh in the 


9 and 104th in the nation in 


Mountain West Conference 
cs offense a year ago. 


Quarterback Jason Thomas found himself 
on billboards around Las Vegas and the object 
of a national media campaign by the school 
following a sensational sophomore season. 
But Thomas had surgery for a broken foot 
shortly after the Las Vegas Bowl and then 
required shoulder surgery on his throwing 
arm just a month before the start of fall prac- 
tice, which noticeably affected his arm 
strength. The good news for Rebels fans is 
that a healthy Thomas looked closer to the 
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2000 version than the 2001 edition during 
spring practice. 

The Rebels have a solid backup in Kurt 
Nantkes, a former minor league pitcher in the 
Oakland organization who will likely take 
over the starting spot in 2003. 

Gutty senior tailback Joe Haro rushed for 
1,107 yards and 10 touchdowns last season 
and had five 100-yard rushing games. But 
Haro may be hard-pressed to 
keep his starting job because of 
the addition of two talented Pac- 
10 transfers —Larry Croom, 
who started his career at Arizona, 
and Deon Burnett, who broke 
Rueben Mayes’ freshman rush- 
ing mark ar Washington State 
with 974 yards and 12 touch- 
downs in 1999. 

Another key addition is junior 
college transfer wideout David 
Relf, Thomas’ former prep team- 
mate who was the talk of spring 
drills. He brings much needed 
toughness. Troy Mason, a two- 
year starter who is also an excel- 
lent return man, Michael 
Johnson and Earvin Johnson 
all were part of UNLV’ four- 
man rotation and should 
benefit from another year of 
maturity. 

The Rebels have one of 
the top tight ends in the con- 
ference in senior DeJhown | ¢ 
Mandley, who led the squad with three } 
touchdown receptions and is a solid 
blocker. 

Only powerful senior right guard Tony 
Terrell returns from an offensive line that | 
produced the nation’s 16th-ranked run- 
ning attack while surrendering just 12 
quarterback sacks. Two past starters from 
Cal State Northridge’s now-defunct pro- 
gram, right tackle Keith Kincaid and cen- 
ter Carlos Acosta, are expected to fill nwo 
starting berths. The other guard spot 
should go to Marcus Johnson, who saw 
significant playing time last season. Matt 
Williams, who drew raves for his play 
during spring, will line up at left tackle. 

Junior college transfers Shaun Siaki, | 
who paid his own way for a semester so 
he could take part in spring drills, and 
Chris Eagen will be counted on for qual- 
ity minutes at defensive end. Another JC 
recruit, Joe Oniwor, is being counted on 
for a contribution at tackle. 
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Senior Ahmad Briggs returns to start at one 
end spot while converted tight end Trevan 
Sorensen, who missed most of spring practice 
with a spinal injury, is the early favorite at the 
other, Dietrich Canterberry and Garrert 
Brassington are the likely starters at tackle. 

Junior Ryan Claridge, who forced six fum- 
bles last season, is moving to outside line- 
backer to make room in the middle for 
sophomore Adam Seward. The duo com- 
bined for 131 tackles last season. Tyrone 
Tucker, a transfer from Iowa State, will start at 
the other outside spot. 

The Rebels suffered two huge losses in All- 
America cornerback Kevin Thomas and 
safety Sam Brandon. Jamal Wynn returns at 
cornerback and will likely inherit Thomas’ 
old role of taking on the opponent's best 
receiver. Junior college transfer Daniel Jones, 
sophomore Ruschard Dodd-Masters and 
Idaho State transfer Michael Clancey are bat- 
ding at the other corner. Connie Brown will 
take over for Brandon at free safety while 
Chameion Sutton returns at strong safety. 

Kicker Dillon Pieffer and punter Gary 
Cook both return along with kickoff special- 
ist Hubi Schulze Zumkley. 


Soe e eta ws 


-WR88 Troy Mason se) 


Ezarvin Johnson 
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cost (S2) 


RG 70 Tony Ton Tere ey 


Bercy 
FB 24 Steven Costa (Sr. 


miwor (Jt) 
96 Shaun Sik (Jt) 
48 Joe Miklos (Fr.) 
ES emGeG) 


CB 19 Jamal Wynn (Sr) 
‘$$ 24 Chamelon Sutton (St.) 27. Jamaal Bimmer (So) 
FS 13 Connie Brown (St, 


41 Ross Dalton (St) 
Special Teams 

95 Dillon Pieffer (Jr.) 

16 Gary Cook (So.) 


| PR_ 86 Tioy Mason (Sc) 
KR 6 


Dorsey (So) 


(2) Indicates number of returning starters 
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za Miami, hawks 


erry Hoeppner has a lite secret. Quar- 
Te Ben Roethlisberger should be 

even better this year. That’ a hard pill 
to swallow for Miami opponents, bur music 
to the ears of RedHawk fans, 

Last season, Roethlisberger was named 
Mid-American Conference Freshman of the 
Year and earned first-team Football Writers 
Freshman All-America honors. 


Terrell Jones 


Miami returns a strong corps of receivers, 
and. Roethlisberger's development will be 
tied directly to the RedHawks’ quest for a 


league title. 
The RedHawks were 7-1 in 


BY 2001 when they passed for 
more yards than their oppo- 
nents. 


“We asked a lot of Ben last yeat, probably 
too much,” Hoeppner says. “Ben will get 
better after having grown a year older. He 
needs to make a big leap in terms of leader- 
ship. We will be more demanding of him. 
Everybody is excited. We now have a chance 
to make a statement.” 

Roethlisberger burst onto the scene last 
year and broke Miami's single-season records 
for passing yards (3,105), touchdown passes 
(25), completion percentage (.663) and total 
offense (3,294). He also set MAC freshman 


records for passing yards and touchdown 
passes. 

Josh Betts, a former Southwest Ohio 
Offensive Player of the Year, is Roethlis- 
berger’s understudy. 

The RedHawks must establish a solid run- 
ning game to complement their passing 
attack. Cal Murray and Luke Clemens 
should fill the void left by the departure of 
Steve Little. Clemens was 
Miami's second-leading rusher 
last year with 431 yards on 109 
carries. Murray has plenty of 
speed and should build on last 
season's 342 rushing yards, 

Roethlisberger has plenty of 
weapons at his disposal. The 
RedHawks are loaded at receiver 
with four players returning who 
averaged at least 10 yards per 
catch last fall. Sophomore 
Michael Larkin surprised every- 
body with a team-best 672 
receiving yards, the fifth-best 
total in school history. 

Jason Branch led the team 
with 46 catches and tallied 565 
yards and six touchdowns, 
while fellow senior Eddie 
Tillitz was second in yards 
(577) and receptions (43). 
Randy Stegman looks to 
build on 2001 totals of 14 
catches and 158 yards while 
Korey Kirkpatrick, Purdue 
transfer Andre Henderson and Martin 
Nance complete the RedHawks’ talented 
corps of receivers, 

Dan Tyler and Geoff Robinson will vie 
for the open tight end spot. 

Guarding the quarterback will be the 
main task for an experienced group of 
offensive linemen. The first order of busi- 
ness will be replacing center Paul Thaler, 
Sophomore Ben Hartings is the main 
candidate after backing up Thaler most of 
last season. 

Left tackle Jacob Bell, the most ath- 
ic of the group, is finally healthy after 
missing 10 games last season due to a 
shoulder injury. Left guard Frank Smith i 
and right tackle Ben Herrell started 10 | 5 
games last year. Justin Smith will play 
right guard. 

Junior Phil Smith and senior Ryan 
Terry will try to solidify the defensive 
line. Smith piled up five sacks and Terry 
accounted for nine tackles for a loss. 
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Smith will be moved over to left end, and 
Terry fills the right tackle slot. 

Will Rueff and Mate Edwards, a former 
linebacker, are expected to fill the other two 
spots in Miami’s front four, 

The catalysts for the RedHawks’ 4-3 
defense are a pair of first-team All-MAC per- 
formers in junior middle linebacker Terrell 
Jones and senior outside linebacker Matt 
Robillard. 

Jones finished with a team-high 124 total 
tackles and Robillard amassed 109 stops and 
led the team with 13 tackles for a loss. The 
talented corps also includes outside backer 
Nathan Clayton. 

Senior corner Milt Bowen and sophomore 
strong safety Matt Pusateri are the team's two 
returning starters in the secondary. Ryan 
Sprague is set at left corner, and the free safety 
position will come down to a battle between 
Van Monroe and newcomer Bryan Tyson. 

Jared Parseghian, the great-nephew of Ara 
Parseghian, took over the kicking duties after 
Andy Brumbergs struggled at the start of last 
season. Sophomore Mike Wafzig returns 
after averaging 38.6 yards per punt last sea- 
son, 


ror al! 
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“61 Dave Rehier(So,) 
61. Dave Rehker (So) 
55 Zac et 


64 Ben Hartings (So. 


91 Larry Burt (S0,) 
91 Larry ae 
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Special Teams 
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2001 Record (MAC): 7-5 (6-2) 
Yager Stadium (30,02) 
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verything is pointing toward another 
winning season for Northern Illinois. 
Coming off a 6-5 campaign, which 


included a 1712 loss at Big Ten champion 
Illinois, the Huskies appear to be poised for 
another breakthrough. 

In 16 years as a Mid-American Conference 
member, the Huskies haven't recorded back- 
to-back winning seasons until the past two 


Thomas Hammock 


years. Northern Illinois hopes to continue 


breaking new ground. The Huskies return 16 
starters but first must overcome one major 
roadblock — replacing quarterback Chris 
Finlen, the school’ first three-time 

since 1899, 


Northern Illinois boasts 

an 8-3 record when 

Thomas Hammock rushes: 
for 100 or more yards. 


“Right now, I don’t have any idea who will 
be the quarterback,” coach Joe Novak said in 
the spring, “We need somebody to step up. 
He doesn't have to be a superstar. We have an 
experienced offense returning, But you just 
can't replace Chris Finlen’s experience 
overnight. But the rest of the team is strong 
and we should be good.” 

Sophomore Josh Haldi is the most likely 
choice as the starter, but he took just 20 
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Northern Illinois ...... 


snaps last year. Junior Kyle Padia is familiar 
with the offense but lacks experience. Junior 
college transfer Ryan Gilbert and redshire 
freshman Joe Stamm also are possibilities. 
Stamm is the most athletic of the group that 
also includes heralded freshman recruit Phil 
Horvath. 

The winner of the quarterback derby 
inherits the luxury of having two quality run- 
ning backs. The Huskies wel- 
come back 90.5 percent of their 
rushing attack from last season. 
Senior Thomas Hammock, who 
broke the 1,000-yard barrier for 
the second straight season, and 
his backup, junior Michael 
Turner, make up one of the best 
one-two tandems in the confer- 
ence, 

Hammock (1,096 yards) and 
Turner (395 yards) often rotate 
series and wear down defenses 
with different styles of running, 
Hammock likes to pound the 
middle, while Turner uses his 
blazing speed. 

Senior flanker PJ. Fleck has 
the tough task of replacing 
Darrell Hill, the Huskies’ 
leader in receiving yards in 
2001. But Fleck, who caught 
59 passes for 732 yards, 
learned well under the tute- 
lage of Hill and 2001 NEL | ts 
draftee Justin McCareins. | € 
Junior Keith Perry had several big catches | FF 
asa freshman, but injuries led to only 17 | qe 
receptions last year. Junior college trans- | 9B 
fer Travis House, Mike Archie and Dan | F8 
Sheldon will also be asked to make con- 
tributions. 

The tight end position is strong with 
returning starter Matt Dunker. 

Injuries riddled an inexperienced 
offensive line last season, but the Huskies 
were still able to amass 1,589 yards on 
the ground. Second-team All-MAC 
selection Tim Vincent returns at left 
tackle, The other three returning starters 
are center Todd Ghilani, right guard 
Shaun Schroeder and right tackle Mark 
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at right tackle, Converted linebacker Vinson 
Reynolds, Jason Banks and Curtis Crossley 
will see time as backups. 

Middle linebacker Nick Duffy (125 tack- 
les) and weak-side linebacker Larry Williams 
(123) were the Huskies’ top two playmakers 
last season. Brian Atkinson takes over at the 
strong-side spot and Kursten Strothman is 
emerging as a top-notch backup. 

Hard-hitting free safety Lionel Hickenbor- 
tom heads a strong secondary that returns all 
four starters. Senior cornerback Vince 
Thompson earned all-conference honors 
with five interceptions and 12 pass deflec- 
tions last season. Cornerback Randee Drew 
and strong safety Akil Grant complete the 
Huskies’ secondary. 
icker Steve Azar picked up a bushel of 
s after another strong season. The 
MAC Special Teams co-Player of the Year 
tied for third in the country in field goals 
made per game and missed only two 
attempts under 40 yards. Senior punter 
Jimmy Erwin busted loose after a dismal 
sophomore season. 

Fleck will handle the punt return duties 
and Turner takes over as kickoff returner. 


pepe Chart 


1 Keith Perry (J) 
82 P.J. Fleck (Sr.) 
73 Tim Vincent (Sr) 
69 Graham Slelght (i) 
63 Todd Ghilani (Jr) 
7A Matt MoGhhy (S0.) 
66 Jake VerStaete (So,) 
‘86 Matt Dunker (St) 
40 Josh Halt So.) 16. Kye Padia (Jr) 

33 James Johnson (Sc) 34. ‘Mike Scaramela (J) 
28 Thomas Hammock (St) 32 Michae! Tumer (Jc) 


Defense (9) 


56 Travis Moore (So.) 25 Curtis Crossley (So.) 
51 Eric Didesch (Sx) 95 Charles Johnson (Fr) 
‘94 Anthony Falbo (Sr) 93 Jason Banks (Sr) 
99 Jason Frank (Jc) 55. Vinson Reynolds (i) 
38 Bran Atkinson (So.) 22 Jason Hawkins (S0,) 
45 Nick Duffy (Jt) 50 Kursten Strothman (So, 
47 Javan Lee (Fr) 

27 Rob Lee (So,) 

15. Gerard Taylor (Jt) 
‘21. Akl Grant (3c) 37 Justin Dole (Sr) 

‘9 Lionel Hickenbottom (Jt) 23 Devron Francis (So,) 


Special Teams 


81 Mike Archie Ur) 
5 Dan Sheldon So.) 
76 Shea Fitzgerald (Ft) 
79. Ben Lueck (So.) 
72 Andrew Dufrenne (Fr) 
64 Shaun Schroeder (Jh.) 
‘77 Mark Orszula (Jr) 
BT Aaron Anderson (S0,) 


48 Randee Drew (Jt) 


Orszula. 

Senior nose tackle Anthony Falbo 
anchors a young defensive line. Travis 
Moore and Jason Frank give the Huskies 
speed at both ends. Eric Didesch, a 
starter in 2001, will battle redshirt fresh- 
man Charles Johnson for the starting job 
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(@) Indicates number of retuming starters 
retuming starters 


2001 Record (MAC): 6-5 (4-3) 
Huskie Stadium (31,000) 
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ni his three seasons as head coach of the 
j moribund Baylor football program, Kevin 

Steele has often attempted to paint as 
pretty a picture as possible. Bue with an 
unprecedented sense of urgency, Steele now 
says its time for him to produce. 

“Coaches are quick sometimes to not paint 
themselves into a comer, but the truth is we 
expect to win, and we need to win,” Steele says. 


A.C. Collier 


The Beats have plenty of possibilities at 
quarterback. Greg Cicero, Aaron Karas and 
Josh Zachry have all started, while Davon Vin- 
son received quality playing time last year. The 
objective is to develop a proven playmaker to 
take control. Cicero, a sixth-year senior, is still 
the most likely candidate. He is a good passer 
and a solid runner but must protect the foot- 


Baylor's Big 12 record is 
just 3-45 since the 
league's formation. The 
Bears last won a league game 
‘on Oct. 10, 1998. 


ball. 

Last year, as a team, Baylor ground out just 
1,053 rushing yards. New offensive coordina- 
tor Dave Baldwin made it clear in the spring 
that Baylor will focus more on the running 
game. The Bears have a couple of solid tail- 
backs in Anthony Krieg and Jonathan Golden. 


But the player with the most potential is junior 
college transfer Rashad Armstrong, the 2001 
National Junior College Athletic Association 
Offensive Player of the Year. Compact and 
extremely strong, Armstrong is also a solid 
receiver out of the backfield. 

The Bears have star potential at wide 
receiver, where Reggie Newhouse recurns for 
his senior season after another stellar year. 
Newhouse isnt a physical marvel, 
but he is an impact player. He fin- 
ished fifth in the Big 12 in recep- 
tions per game. “Reggie is the 
consummate professional,” Steele 
says. “He's an outstanding foor 
ball player who consistently plays 
at a very high level.” The chal- 
lenge is to find other receivers 
who fic that description. John 
Martin and Robert Quiroga are 
solid targets and combined for 55 
catches a year ago. But the Bears 
hope to receive an immediate 
impact from junior college trans- 
fers Vince Copeland and J.T. 
Thompson. 

Baylor has made major strides 
in protecting the passer. Last 
year’s guards, Antoine Mur- 
phy and Cedric Fields, who 
has moved to center, are solid 
and dependable. “We've cre- 
ated some depth there, and we 
have some maturity there,” 
Steele says. Derek Long and 
Derrick Pearcy are battling for starting 
spots, while TJ. Helmcamp and Ryan 
McDaniel form a solid rotation at right 
tackle. 

Baylor's most significant improvements 
have come on defense. With a talented and 
experienced defensive line returning, the 
improvements could be even more evident 
in 2002. Tackles Ethan Kelley and Kevin 
Stevenson are the anchors of the improv- 
ing defensive front. Kelley is the strongest 
player on the roster, while Stevenson led 
the Bears with 12 tackles for a loss last year. 

The ends, A.C. Collier and Aaron Lard, 
combined last year for 10 sacks and 21 
stops behind the line of scrimmage. 
Charles Mann started seven games and 
was credited with five tackles for loss. 

The Bears have switched Greg Wade 
from outside linebacker to the middle and 
moved John Garrett from the middle to 
the outside. Wade added some beef during 
the off-season and, at 245 pounds, appears 


WR 81 Reggie Newhouse (Sr) 82. Robert Quiroga (i) 


WR87 John Martin (So.) 88.1. Fields (Fr) 

‘WR 80 Ray Harrington (Sr) 2B. Bobby Damell Sr.) 
UT 70 Derek Long (Un) 74 Quintin Outland (S0.) 
LG 62 Derrick Pearcy (Sr) 55 Matt Bickel (Sr) 

© 76 Cedric Fields (Jr.) 75 Chris Sipes (So.) 


RG 68 Antoine Murphy (St) 
RT 73 TJ. Helmcamp (Sr) 


TE 44 Shane Williams (Jr.) 84. Luke Groth (So.) 

QB 10 Greg Cicero (Sr.) 2 Aaron Karas (So.) 

RB 48 Jonathan Golden (Jr) 30 Anthony Krieg (So.) 
Defense (8) 

DE 97 AC. Collier (Sr.) 60 Charles Mann (Sr.) 

NT 59 Ethan Kelley (Sr.) 57 Eric Jackson (Fr.) 


DT 99 Kevin Stevenson (Sr) 78 Travis Hicks (S:) 
DE 90 Aaron Lard (Jt) 
LB 42 Stephen Sepulveda (Jr) 98 Kein Chaisson (Sr) 
LB 56 Greg Wade (Sr) 
LB 5 John Garrett (Jr) 
(CB 23 Nat Johnson (Jc) 
CB 24 Bobby Hart (Jr) 
SS 33 Derrick Cash (Jr) 
FS. 40 Matt Amendola Ur.) 


to be a natural on the inside. He is a physical 
run-stopper who can mix it up. 

Garrett, a tremendous athlete, should also 
benefit from the move. Garrett recorded 89 
stops last year and has the speed to be a bigger 
force on the outside. Junior Stephen Sepulveda 
returns to strong-side linebacker after a solid 
season in which he recorded 69 stops. 

The Bears return an excellent playmaker in 
strong safety Derrick Cash, who made 106 
tackles and led the team with five interceptions 
in 2001. Bobby Hart and Matt Johnson are 
solid coverage cornerbacks, while Danielle 
McLean and Matt Amendola are locked in an 
interesting battle to replace Samir Al-Amin at 
free safety. Junior college transfers ‘Tyson 
Hampton and Larry Bynum should also figure 
immediately into the rotation. 

Newhouse, Hart, Quiroga and Chedrick 
Ricks form an impressive return quartet, but 
the Bears have serious concerns in terms of 
their kicking specialists. Punter/placekicker 
‘Adam Stiles is gone, leaving both jobs open. 
Baylor hopes that either senior Daniel Andino 
steps up as the placekicker or true freshman 
Jeremy Parker provides the solution at both 
spots. Parker averaged 44 yards per punt and 


Depth Char 
Offense (6) 


63 Scott Pendleton (Jr.) 
72. Ryan MeDaniel(So.) 


94. Joe Simmons (Jt) 


‘58. Michael Tolbert (So, 
46. Justin Crooks (S0.) 
Tyson Hampton (J) 
29 Randy Davis (Sr) 
20 Kevin Goodnight (So.) 
8 Danielle McLean Jr) 


Special Teams 


K 34 Daniel Andino (Sr) 
P 45 John Self (S0.) 
KR 24 Bobby Hart (J) 
PR 24 Bobby Hart (i) 


(2) indicates number of retuming starters 
BOLD indicates retuming starters 
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om Amstutz enjoyed a storybook year 
T: 2001, his first season as the head 

ach at his alma mater. The former 
Toledo offensive lineman guided the Rockets 
to the Mid-American Conference title and a 
win over Cincinnati in the Motor City Bowl. 
Toledo compiled a 10-2 record — its second 


consecutive 10-win season — and finished 
the year ranked in both major polls. 


4 
Nick Kaczur 


Now comes the daunting task of replacing 
LL starters including the entire defensive 
line, a two-time all-conference starting quar- 
terback, and Chester Taylor, the school’s all- 
time leading rusher and a third-team 
All-American, 


Toledo’s has a 23-3 

tecord in its last 26 

games. The Rockets won 

their final three games in 1999, 

recorded a 10-1 campaign in ‘00 

and followed that up with a 10-2 
record in 'O1. 


“I enjoyed last season for about one day 
and then it was back to basics since we had a 
great task ahead of us,” says Amstutz. 

The Tavares Bolden era is finally over. Now, 
Amstutz must find someone to replace one of 
the all-time great Toledo quarterbacks. Senior 
Brian Jones, who started one game last year, 
emerged from spring ahead of redshirt fresh- 
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iif» Toledo... 


man Bruce Gradkowski and and highly 
regarded junior college transfer Cedric 
ens, 

Toledo will be without Taylor, the MAC’s 
No. 2 all-time leading rusher, and his talented 
back-up, Antwon McC 

“Obviously you don’ replace those guys,” 
says Amstutz, “but we have a lot of returning 
talent to utilize in our offense.” 

William Bratton will likely be 
the No. 1 tailback if he is 
awarded a sixth-year of eligibility 
by the NCAA. Bratton played in 
just one game last fall and has 
battled 
throughout his ‘Toledo career. 
Webster Jackson will play a 
prominent role in the Rockets’ 
backfield, either as a starter or 
Bratton’s backup. He averaged 
four yards per carry last year in 
limited use but showed signs of 
promise when he ran for 53 
yards on 10 carries against Cen- 
tral Michigan. 

Toledo returns its top three 
wideouts in Carl Ford, the te 
best playmaker, Donté 
Greene, UT's leader in recep- 
tions, and Manny Johnson, 
the fastest member of the 


various —_ ailments 


y they are quite effective; 
the Rockets finished fourth 
in passing yardage a year ago. 

The strength of the Rocket offense this 
will be the offensive line. Nick 
Kaczur returns after earning second-team 
All-MAC honor: a freshman. ‘Two 
other starters — Chris Tuminello and 
Tim Dirksen — are back, along with four 
key res 

No area of this team took a bigger hit 
from graduation than the defensive line. 
The Rockets lost all four starters and 
seven letter-winners overall. Powerful 
Chaz Williams returns and will be asked 
to take on a larger role at tackle. Didier 
Ormejuste, a native of Quebec, had an 
outstanding spring and will start next to | 
Williams. 

Toledo has some quality players return- 
ing at the end position: Don Gaines, 
Frank Ofili and Phil Alexander. Ofili was 
outstanding in 2000 but slumped last 
year. 

Toledo is loaded with playmakers at 


ye 
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bE 98 Pp Aesander| (80) 
tae Chaz Willams (Jr) 
(Un) 


|e 26 Donté Greene (Sr) 
| PR 26 Dont Greene (Sr) 


nates numberof rtuming starters. 
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Head Coach: Tom Amstutz 
2002 Prediction: 3rd MAC West 
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the inside linebacker position. Tom Ward is a 
tackling machine who finished second in the 
MAC last fall with 129 stops. His sidekick is 
David Gardner, a 6'2", 231-pounder who 
was second on the team with 106 tackles in 
2001. UT has two quality players returning at 
OLB, which is a premium position in their 
4-4 attack defensive alignment. Patrick Body 
and Paul Dye are gifted athletes who can stop 
the run and play the pass 

Toledo's pass defense finished cighth in the 
MAC last year (216 yards per game), and at 
times the defensive backs looked shaky, Cor- 
nerbacks Jehu Anderson and Brandon Hef- 
flin hope to return to their 2000 form, 
especially in one-on-one coverage. Demetris 
Simms, a rve in 2001, takes over at free 
afety this fall. Keon Jackson and true fresh- 
man Jamar Landrum will also press for play- 
ing time. 

Brandon Hannum returns as the punter 
after averaging 40.9 
Jason Robbins t 
from record-setting Todd France. 

Greene averaged 21.0 yards per kickoff 
return and a MAC-leading 12.4 yards per 
punt return. 


last year. 
ing duties 


14 Lance Moore.) 
27 Brandon Langston (Fr) 
414 Lance Moore (5) 

67 Wael Jarbou (So.) 

‘51 David Odenthal Jr.) 
76 Chris Wakeman (Fr.) 
53. Andrew Iszler (So.) 


99 Frank Ofil (Jn) 
91 Zach Kiesch (Fr.) 
‘94 RJ, Cameron (So.) 
37 Senta 


es Brendon Cater Jc) 
pecial Teams 
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2004 Record (MAC): 10-2 (5-2) 
Glass Bow! (26,248) 
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& Kansas awks 


orget about X’s and O's, offensive strat- 
egy and defensive wizardry. When for- 
mer Oklahoma assistant Mark 
Mangino reflects on his three years in Nor- 
man, he appreciates Bob Stoops more for 
what he taught him off the field. Not on it. 
“From Bob, I learned how to stay calm 
when things are tough,” says Mangino, “and 
how to smile when everyone else is frowning,” 


Harrison Hill 


These days more than ever, Mangino is 
putting those lessons to the test as the new 
head football coach at Kansas, which has suf 
fered through five straight losing seasons. 


4 


Mangino, though, is convinced he can 
start a winning trend in Lawrence. “I always 
wondered why Kansas wasn't any better than 
they were,” he says. “I've talked to people 
that have coached in this conference for 
many years, and there wasn't one person I 
talked to that didn’t believe Kansas had every 
reason and resource to be successful.” 

Mario Kinsey passed for 1,215 yards as a 
freshman last season, but his legal troubles led 
to his dismissal from the team in December. 

Kinsey's replacement will either be Zach 
Dyer, who was the starting quarterback in 


Kansas scored just seven rush- 
ing TDs in 2001 compared to 
30 by its opponents. 


Artes: O88 yore 


two of Kansas’ three wins last season, or 
junior college uansfer Bill Whittemore, a 
player who has drawn comparisons to former 
Oklahoma standout Josh Heupel because of 
his grit and leadership capabilities. 

Tailback Reggie Duncan, who gained 739 
yards as a sophomore last year, may be one of 
the Big 12's best-kept secrets. He torched 
Texas Tech for 227 yards but was hindered by 
a subpar offensive line for most 
of the season. Duncan is a bruiser 
at 215 pounds, but he also has 
the speed and elusiveness to go 
around the end. 

One of the biggest off-season 
developments for Kansas came 
when the NCAA granted 
receiver Harrison Hill a sixth 
year of eligibility. Hill, who 
broke his scapula in Kansas’ sec- 
ond game last season, needs 26 
receptions and 732 yards to 
become the Jayhawks’ all-time 
leader in both categories. 

Derick Mills, who scored three 
touchdowns in 2001, is one of 
the conference's smallest receivers 
at 5'7", 165 pounds. But he’s 
also one of the fastest. 
Coaches are hoping senior 


Byron Gasaway, who's Offense (6) 

aged just 12 catches per sea- } WR 4Harrison Hil (Sr) 19 Derick Mis) 
ep ineee ae | WR 2 Byton Gasaway (St.) 86 Barry Goockich (St) 

son during his career, has a | iy gq justin Sands (Sr) 66. John Harvey (St) 

LG 68 Tony Damiani (Sc) 78 Danny Lewis (Jr) 

The Jayhawks lost three | © 73 Greg Nicks (Sr) 83 Justin Henry (Fr) 

startet 5 teeilinatind RG 65 Kyle Grady (St) 78 Danny Lewis (J) 
starters on the offensive line, including RT 75 Tony Coker () sat Sen arse A) 
all-conference performer Justin Hartwig. | Te ge David Hurst (St) 87 ian Jones (Ur) 
Mangino has high hopes for tackle | QB 13 Zech Dyer (in) 4. Bil Whitternore Jr) 

RB 11 Reggie Duncan (Jr.) 30. Clark Green (Fr) 


Justin Sands, a specimen at 6'7", 300. But 
for Kansas to improve, junior college trans- 
fers Tony Coker and Skye Peterson will 
have to have an immediate impact on an 


Megs ‘ DT 67 Travis Watkins (So.) 99. Tony Sticland (r) 
offensive front that is thin beyond guard | pr 71 pockteddelen (t) 90 TmAlen fe) 
Kyle Grady, Sands and center Greg Nicks. | DE 69 David MeMilan (S0.) 72 Brendon Lacy (Sr) 

The Jayhawks appear to be set on the | 1B Leo Etienne (Sx) 96 Nick Clapp) 

her side of the line with Travis Watkins, | UB 58 SesCole 0 38 Glenn Robinson Ur) 
other side oF the line with Lravis Watkins, | 1g 5 Banks Floodman (So.) 94 Brandon Watkins (So) 
who was moved inside to tackle during | eB 3 Carl Ivey (Jn) 23. Matt Jordan (St) 
spring, and end Charlie Dennis return- = radiated On) 2 Het ey ‘ 
‘ = ae eae rmeau (Sr) tana Lane (So, 
ne po payesaical erie candi- | F542 Jonny McCay (So) 27 Leo Bookman $0) 

lates. The interior positions, however, are Special Teams 
another story. Nosetackle Nate Dwyer is RS 

i K 46 Johnny Beck (So) 


FB. 33 Austine Nwabuisi So.) 


DE 54 Charlie Dennis (Sr.) 
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The linebacking corps could be the Jay- 
hawks’ deepest position. Or at least the most 
experienced. Leo Etienne, whose 94 tackles a 
year ago are tops among Kansas returnees, is 
the sparkplug that gives the Jayhawk defense 
its spirit. Mangino has moved former outside 
linebacker Greg Cole to the inside, while the 
speedy Banks Floodman, who played in all 11 
games as a true freshman, has switched from 
the inside to the outside. 

The Jayhawks lose cornerback Andrew 
Davison, a four- 1, but Remuise 
Johnson had a solid spring and appears 
primed to step into that role. Carl Ivey, who 
had two interceptions a year ago, is back at 
the other corner and could be one of the con- 
ference’s breakthrough players by season's 
end. Strong safety Jake Letourneau is hoping 
to improve on a junior season that saw him 
tally 88 tackles, Johnny McCoy, a reserve 
cornerback last fall, had a strong spring and 
will be the starting free safety heading into 
preseason camp. 

Kansas’ top all-conference candidate may 
be kicker Johnny Beck, who made 14-of-20 
field goals and 16-of-17 extra point attempts 
as a true freshman last year. 


Depth Chart 


28 Dan Coke (So.) 
Defense (5) 


58 Clarence Laws (So.) 


gone along with two-year starter Ervin 
Holloman. Brock Teddleron, a 340- 
pounder, moved from offense to defense 
midway through last season and quickly 
earned time as a backup. Tony Strickland 
played sparingly in 2001 but now could 
become a starter. 


P37 Curtis Ansel (St.) 
KR 27 Le0 Bookman (So.) 
PR 4 Harrison Hill (Sr.) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 


Head Coach: Mark Mangino 


2004 Record (Big 42): 3-8 (1-7) 


2002 Pr Memorial Stadium (50,250) 


ition: 6th Big 12 South 
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& South Florida). 


n paper, South Florida hasn't lost 
starters. Key players return at every 
skill position, including quarterback Marquel 
Blackwell, one of the nation’s more dynamic 
talents. 
But head coach Jim Leavitt must find 
replacements for two of his best defenders and 
three starters on the offensive line. Some play- 


Marquel Blackwell 


ets have academic concerns. Plus, the schedule 
has been upgraded. “If we're better, we won't 
win a game; we have to be exponentially bet- 


ter,” says Leavitt. “Every year we load more 
and more on top of our players. At some 
point, they might not be able to handle it.” 


South Florida enters the sea- 

son with a 13-game winning 

streak in Raymond James Sta- 

dium. It's the fifth-longest active 
home winning streak in the nation. 


A lot of teams could ride Blackwell's strong 
right arm (and legs) all the way to a bowl 
game. He holds nearly every USF passing 
record with his most productive year likely 
ahead of him. 

When sizing up Blackwell’ talent, Leavite 
does not address strengths and weaknesses. 
“With Marquel, we're looking for greater 
consistency,” he says, “We installed a new sys- 
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tem last year. Now that he has a year of expe- 
rience with it, I think he can be even better.” 

The Bulls run a one-back set, but three 
players, all of comparable size and produc- 
tion, will be in the rotation. Leading rusher 
Clenton Crossley gets the starting nod. He 
was also the backfield’s top receiver last year. 
Quinton Callum, a former Florida State 
signee, averages 1.2 yards per carry more 
than Crossley. Vince Brewer 
began last season as the starter 
but was slowed by a shoulder 
injury. The wildcard in the deck 
could be Georgia transfer 
DeJuan Green, 

Blackwell's five favorite targets 
return, and they all averaged 
more than 10 yards per catch. 
The most productive is tall and 
talented Huey Whittaker, who 
set school records for receptions 
and yards. Hugh Smith, the 
team’s fastest player, is seven 
inches shorter but capable of 
matching Whittaker’s numbers. 
However, as a partial qualifier 
out of high school, Smith must 
graduate over the summer to 
regain his final year of eligi- 
bility. 

The offensive line is the 
source of Leavitt's greatest 
concern. Only two starters 
return and one of those — 
left tackle Derrick S: 
is playing a new position. 

Anchoring the line is center Alex Her- 
ron, a starter as a freshman. From there, 
things get a little complicated. During 
spring workouts the starting guards were 
converted defensive lineman Devon 
Small and freshman Chris Carothers. 
Levi Newton, who started three games at 
right guard, was getting first-team reps at 
right tackle, 

While the offensive line is a work in 
progress, all four D-line starters return. 
Tackles Tavares Jurineack and Greg Walls 
do the grunt work well, while ends Shur- 
ron Pierson and Chris Daley give the 
Bulls a pair of prolific pass rushers. Both 
are superb athletes. “It’s nice to have both 
of them back, but they need to play hard 
all the time,” says Leavitt. 

Emerson Morris will try to rebound 
from a broken leg but must graduate this 
summer to regain a year of eligibility. 

Leading tackler Kawika Mitchell 


‘South Fonda SID 
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“FS 32 J.R. Reed (Jt) 


NATIONAL 


18 


RANKING 


moves to middle linebacker where he replaces 
Anthony Williams, the defense’s emotional 
leader. A three-year starter, Mitchell is being 
touted as a Butkus Award candidate. Maurice 
Jones, an imposing physical specimen, starts 
on the strong side, while Courtney Daven- 
port nailed down the weak-side job in the 
spring. 

Only one starter returns in the secondary, 
but in J.R. Reed the Bulls have a stellar per- 
former. Reed trails only Mitchell among 
returning tacklers, and he has a knack for 
making big plays. Cornerback Ron Heming- 
way steps into a starting role after working his 
way up through the ranks, On the opposite 
side, Kenny Robinson will step into the for- 
midable cleats left behind by Bernard Brown. 
Special team standout Kevin Verpaele gets the 
opportunity at strong safety. 

Justin Geisler and Scott Hastings battled 
for the placekicking duties this spring while 
starter Santiago Gramatica recovered from 
knee surgery. Punter Devin Sanderson 
returns, but his kicks are not returned. Last 
year, 23 of his punts were non-returnable; 
when they were brought back, those returns 
went for an average of only 7.0 yards. 


Depth Chart 


3) 19. Bruce Gipson (So,) 
1 ora 
416. Bran Fisher (So, 
83 Marcus Edwards (Fr) 
68 Frank Davis (Fr) 
76 Matk Sopcik(S0.) 
65, Jason Lehman (i) 
64 Shelly Houston (Fr) 
69. Chris McBee (Fr) 
kwell (Je) 14. Ronnie Banks (S0,) 


Chris Daley on 6 mae 
rae Jurineack (St) 93. Lee Roy Selmon (it) 
a crsainaeal (St) 95. Matt Groelnger(So,) 

44 Shurron Pierson (Jt) 55 Cedric Battles (Jt) 

56 Terrence Royal (F.) 
‘52 Mike Minus (Jr) 

46 Jason Alen (S0.) 
a ‘Ron Hemingway Ur.) 

20 Kenny Robinson J.) 24 Antonio Warren (S0,) 
36 John Miller (Jr) 

42 Javan Camon (So.) 


‘Special Teams 
| K 7 Santiago Gramatica (So,) 
P43 Devin Sanderson (Sr) 


“KR 2 Hugh Smith (St) 
PR 4 DeAndrew roar na (s) 


(2) Incicates number of retuming starters 
| BOLD indicates returning starters 


01 Record: 8-3 
Raymond James Stadium (42,444) 
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ay Air Force... 


ever underestimate the Air Force Fal- 
N:: Utah learned that lesson last 

December, and the rest of the Moun- 
tain West Conference should take heed. Air 
Force may be young and rebuilding, but the 
Falcons are very capable. The Falcons’ charac- 
ter was clear in a 38-37 upset win over Utah, 
after coach Fisher DeBerry suspended 12 play- 
ers — including five starters — for violating 


Leotis Palmer 


team rules, Using “a bunch of kids we didn't 
even expect to get on the field,” in the words of 
defensive coordinator Richard Bell, the Falcons 
held off a late Utah tally. The coaches expect 
that inspiring finish to carry over into 2002. 


AFA is 32-7 since 1990 
sy when the fullbacks rush for 
100 or more yards in a game. 


Quarterback Keith Boyea, who rushed for 
1,216 yards in 2001, graduated, so the Falcons 
are starting over at the most important position 
in their option attack. In preparation for 
Boyea’ departure, offensive coordinator Chuck 
Petersen made sure Chance Hartidge played in 
meaningful situations. Harridge proved he 
could direct the wishbone offense by rushing 
for six yards per carry, but he completed only 
seven passes and was intercepted three times in 
24 attempts. But throwing the ball isnt the Fal- 
cons’ game, running the wishbone is, 


The Falcons’ attack is dependent on the 
fullback, even though that’s not the glamour 
position. Dan Shaffer has “everything you look 
for ina fullback,” Petersen says. 

Air Force is loaded at the two halfback 
positions, best runner is Leotis Palmer, 
who rushed for 516 yards, Anthony Butler 
played in every game as a freshman and aver- 
aged 5.7 yards per carry, and Darnell 
Stephens also showed promise. 

The Falcons must replace 
Ryan Fleming, the best receiver 
in school history, but Brian 
LaBasco and Ricky Amezaga 
have big 

Replacing offensive linemen is 
nothing new for Air Force. That's 
because the Academy does not 
redshirt players, and linemen need 
three or four years in the program 
to develop. Yet the line usually is 
one of the team’s strengths. The 
coaches like the idea that Brett 
Huyser, Jesse Underbakke and 
Blane Neufeld are ready to play as 
juniors. Huyser should develop 
into one of AFA’s best guards ever, 
Petersen was pleased with the 
pass protection allowing just 
seven sacks in 234 passing 
attempts. The only questions 
‘on the line are at center and 
right tackle. Wayne Southam, 
rounding into shape after 
returning last year from a two- 
year church mission, is a good fit at center. 

While the offense should be fine, the 
Falcons have some work to do on defense. 
They ranked seventh in the Mountain 
West, allowing 452.7 total yards and 32 
points per game. 

The loss of top linemen Zach Johnson 


WR 
i 
16 
| hc; 
| Re 
| RT 
TE 
a8 
FB 
HB 
HB 


Tem Jackson 


t 
NG 


RANKING 


improvement, He missed all of las season with 
a knee injury after being scheduled to start as a 
sophomore. Matt McCraney is returning to 
form after injuring his knee in the 2000 season. 

Major improvement is needed in the sec- 
ondary, after the Falcons allowed a conference- 
high 249 passing yards per game. The return of 
free safety Jeff Overstreet should help; the Fal- 
cons were 4~1 before he was lost for the season 
with an ankle injury. Strong safety Mark 
Marsh started the second half of the season and 
is an aggressive player in the mold of Schlegel. 
Cornerbacks Paul Mayo, Wes Crawley and 
Joel Buelow make their share of big plays, but 
they must become more consistent. 

The entire defense must improve. Oppo- 
nents converted 46.6 percent of third-downs. 
“We just couldn't get off the field,” Bell says. 

Except for blocking kicks, the Falcons 
werent very special on special teams, With 
seven blocked kicks, AFA now has 73 blocks 
since 1990. John Welsh punted 20 times for a 
37.0 average. Joey Ashcroft should take over all 
of the kicking. The Falcons averaged only 18.4 
yards on kickoff returns, but Palmer and 
Amezaga have the speed to improve that. 
Palmer also averaged 9.0 yards on punt returns. 


Depth Chart 


Offense (: 

6 Brian LaBasco (Sr) 80. ‘chy Amezaga (Sr) 
61 Blane Neufeld (Ir) 77-Bret Walle (Ir) 

75 Jesse Underbakke (Jr) 74 Jake Anderson (So.) 
668 Wayne Southam (Sr) 
63 Brett Huyser (Jt 
65 Scott Meyer (Sr) 
86 Adam Strecker (Jt) 
414 Chance Harrdge (Ir) 
28 Dan Shaffer Ur) 

9 Leotis Palmer (Sr) 
2 Anthony Butler (So.) 


(So) 
79. Richard Diehl ns 
94. Brian Jaret (S0,) 
4 ‘Travis Thurmond (t.) 
34 Todd Leslie Ur) 
26 Don Clark (St) 
45 Damell Stephens (So.) 


Defense (7) 


91. Eric Thompson (Sr.) 
95 Nicholas Tayor (Ur. 


‘90 Charles Bueker (1) 
89 Rick Fry (So.) 


and Justin Pendry hurts. They were 
remarkably productive up front, ranking 
among the team’ top five tacklers. Eric 
Thompson and Jon Hicks showed good 
signs at times, 

Inside linebacker Anthony Schlegel 
made the most memorable defensive play 
of Ait Force's 2001 season. He tackled Utah 
quarterback Lance Rice at the 4-yard line as 
time expired to preserve the victory. That 
play was typical of Schlegel’ hustling effort. 


Bell loves the way he plays with a “sense of 


urgency.” Marchello Grady had a key 

fourth-quarter interception against Utah. 
At outside linebacker, Ryan Carter could 

have a lot to say about the defense’s 


RT 38 Jon Hicks (Sr) 98 Todd Jolly (in) 

LB 42 Monty Coleman (Jr) 53 Ryan Carter (S0.) 

LB 51 Anthony Schlegel (So.) 45 Chase Wiest (So.) 

| LB 58 Marchello Graddy (Ir) 44. Trevor Hightower Ut) 

LB 59 Matt McCraney (Sr) 56 Adrian Wright Jr.) 

| CB 4 Paul Mayo (Sr.) 5 Charles Akinyemi (S0,) 
CB 8 Wes Crawley (Sr) 21. Joe! Buelow (Sr) 

SS 47 Mark Marsh (So,) 3. Adam Larson (Jr) 

FS 22 Jeff Overstreet (Jr) 29 Larry Duncan (Jn) 


2ecial Teams 
| K 97 Joey Ashoroft (J) 

P 46 John Welsh (Sr.) 

KR 9 Leotis Palmer (Sr) 

PR 9 Leotis Palmer (Sr) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
| BOLD indicates retuming starters 


2004 Record (M 


st 
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}; 6-6 (3-4) 
(52;480) 
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Firs Kentucky, icais 


SU won the Southeastern Conference 
L football title last year. The Tigers huffed 
and puffed toa touchdown in the final 
minute to subdue Kentucky, Tennessee won 
the East Division of SEC. The Vols trailed the 
Wildcats by three touchdowns before rallying 
to kick a game-winning field goal in the final 
three minutes. 
Dangerous against the SEC's bese teams, 


Jared Lorenzen 


the Wildcats still finished 2-9. Few expect 
more than three or four victories this season. 

“Last year we proved we could put teams 
on the ropes,” UK coach Guy Morriss says. 
“This year we have to prove we can deliver 
the knockout.” 


Y Jared Lorenzen aver- 
aged 272 passing yards 
Y per game last season. He 
also carries 272 pounds — or 
more — at times. Coach Guy Mor- 
riss would like to see him bump the 
passing average up to 300 and cut the 
weight down to 260 — or less. 


It took Mortiss seven games to figure out 
which quarterback gave Kentucky the best 
chance of winning last season, but once he 
replaced the elusive Shane Boyd with the laser 
arm of Jared Lorenzen, the Wildcats averaged 
29.8 points in their last five games. 

Credit Lorenzen for the late-season offen- 
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sive surge, The hefty lefty (275 pounds, 
6'4") lost his job after a season-opening loss 
against Louisville, but he regained it by 
nearly. leading: a. rally: for an. upsep against 
LSU. Lorenzen can make all the throws: the 
short ball with touch; the intermediate ball 
with precision; and the deep ball with sizzle. 

Boyd gives Morriss several options. He can 

throw and run well enough that Morriss 
won't hesitate to make Boyd the 
starter if Lorenzen does not con- 
trol his weight. 

Mortiss is determined to put 
more run and less decoy in the 
running game. What Mortiss 
needs, however, is more runners. 
His only quality tailback is Artose 
Pinner, who led the team with 
441 yards last season. Convinced 
he will be carrying the ball at least 
20 times a game, Pinner rebuilt 
his body during the winter, giving 
up fast food for vegetables and 
adding 10 pounds of muscle. 

Depth is a problem for the 
Wildcats at every position except 
in the receiving corps. Mortis 
has at least six guys to rotate 
into the three wide receiver 
slots, Dependable and elu- 
sive, Derek Abney was 
Lorenzen’s most reliable tar- | 
get last season, Tommy 
Cook, who — finished | 
strongly, will serve as. the 
deep threat. Aaron Boone, who scored 
two TD passes against Georgia, caught 
most of his 18 passes in the second half of 
the season. Tiny Ernest Simms can serve 
asa deep threat if he can stay healthy, 

Morris believes that his front five, led 
by right tackle Antonio Hall and right 
guard Keith Chatelain, his only senior 
blocker, will be more than adequate. But | 
the Wildcats cannot afford injuries. | 

IF receiver is UK's deepest position, the 
defensive line is Kentucky's strongest 
spot. Morriss has three proven run stop- 
pers — Dewayne Robertson, Jer 
Caudill and Ellery Moore — at defensive 
tackle. After Dennis Johnson decided to 
skip his senior year for the NFL, Morriss 
has his own decision to make: Should he 
move one of the tackles — probably 
Moore — to defensive end? 

“They're all tough kids,” Morriss says. 
“We can’t block them one-on-one and 
not many other teams can either.” 
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Otis Grigsby and Vincent “Sweet Pea” 
Burns, a transfer from Northern Arizona, pro- 
vide the speed Morriss likes at defensive end. 

Depth and experience are problems at line- 
backer. On the bright side, Mortiss only 
needs two guys to deliver. The coach hopes 
one is Ronnie Riley, his most dependable 
open-field tackler. Morris Lane gets first call 
at the other spot, but at 210 pounds he is a 
featherweight for an SEC linebacker. 

In Kentucky's unusual defensive align- 
ment, defensive coordinator John Goodner 
employs two outside safeties, a free safety and 
two cover guys at cornerback. Nowhere in its 
lineup does Kentucky have more experience 
than at defensive back. David Johnson, 
Quentus Cumby and Derrick Tatum have all 
played three seasons and Leonard Burress has 
played two. “With guys who have been 
through the league as much as these guys, I'm 
hoping we can have fewer breakdowns and 
create more turnovers,” Morriss says. 

Morriss doesn’t have anybody who has 
even attempted a field goal in a game. Clint 
Ruth has the strongest leg. Punter Glenn 
Pakulak led the SEC and ranked sixth nation- 
ally with a 44.5-yard average. 


> | 


Commonwealth Stadium (67,530) 
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e Northwestern oasis 


oach Randy Walker is finally ready to 
C:: his mark on a program that fell 
from Big Ten co-champions in 2000 to 
4-7 last year. With a roster of his own recruits, 
the pieces he wants are in place. But gone are 
the two players Northwestern relied on the 
most the last two years, quarterback Zak Kus- 
tok and running back Damien Anderson. 
“[ knew this day was coming and I prepared 


Kunle Patrick 


myself for it the last two years,” Walker says. “I 
think we have some good players in place. 
Hopefully they've learned their lessons sitting 
in the wings and it’s their turn to step up.” 


Northwestern averaged 


om” 4.1 yards per rush in 
2001, a full yard lower than 
its 5.1 average in 2000. 

Tony Stauss was just about the only Wild- 
cats player happy to show up to spring practice 
and not see Kustok taking snaps. 

“Coming back it feels great to get a shot to 
compete for the starting job,” says Stauss, Kus- 
tok’s strong-armed backup last year. More than 
just providing leadership, Stauss will have to 
find a way to make up for Kustok’s 3,272 yards 
of total offense last year. He has shown flashes 
of brilliance, but he has been too inconsistent. 

Should Stauss stumble, Matt Danielson and 
Brett Basanez will be there to take the job. 


Kevin Lawrence, who averaged 5.1 yards per 
camry as Anderson's backup, was set to inherit 
the job. But he injured his knee late last season 
and sat out all of spring practice. That opened 
the door for a half-dozen others, led by Torri 
Stuckey, Jason Wright, Noah Herron and Jeff 
Backes. Stuckey rushed for 127 yards against 
Illinois in the season finale and was impressive 
this spring. Backes has perhaps the most talent 
and also played well this spring. 

With all the talent at wide 
receiver, coaches will be challenged 
to find ways to get them the ball. 
“We'll make some changes and 
well evolve,” Walker says, Kunle 
Patrick and Jon Schweighardt are 
among the eight returners. Both 
are small but are reliable and put 
up impressive numbers. Providing 
height will be Notre Dame trans- 
fer Jovan Witherspoon, Roger Jor- 
dan and Ashton Aikens. Ronnie 
Foster also likely will be a key part 
of the unit. Jonathan Fields looked 
good during the spring. The unit 
that has Walker most excited is 
tight end. Walker says he plans to 
make good use of Eric Worley, 
Trai Essex and Joe Wohlscheid 
in the spread offense. 

The line returns All-Amer- 
ica candidates Austin King at 
center and Jeff Roehl at 
guard. King is a three-year 
starter, and Roehl, a transfer 
from Notre Dame, has started all 23 games 
he has played at Northwestern. 

Carl Matejka backed up King last year 
and likely will move to tackle. Matt Ulrich 
has been groomed for a guard spot and Bill 
Newton, Ikechuku Ndukwe and Derek 
Martinez will compete for the fifth spot. | 5 

Walker knew he had to do something to | pr 
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shore up a defense that allowed more than | DE 
200 yards rushing per game. So he hired | ‘8 
new defensive coordinator Greg Colby | te 
and focused this unit on stopping the run. | eB 
The line will be young but talented with | 8 
no seniors on the two-deep and several | && 
sophomores who played last year. 
Colby Clark received national recogni- | 


tion for his play as a redshirt freshman last | f 
year, and sophomores Thomas Derricks | KR 
and Luis Castillo both played some as well. | PR 

Junior Matt Anderson returns from a 
season-ending injury last year to join class- 
mates Ray Bogenrief and George Woods. 
Ends Demaris Wilson and Greg Lutzen 
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WR 6 Jon Schweighardt (Sr) 80 Kunle Patrick (Jr.) 


(2) Indicates number of retuming starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
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will compete for playing time. 

The Wildcats have some key players t0 
replace at linebacker. Taking over Billy Silvas 
spot is Pat Durr, who topped 100 tackles last 
year and proved he can be the leader of this 
group from his new position in the middle. 

John Pickens, Doug Szymul, Eric Vander- 
Horst and Braden Jones return to compete for 
time. Joining them will be converted fullback 
Dan Pohlman, who made one start at line- 
backer, and former H-back Vincent Cartaya. 

Walker says he will stick with a 4-3 base 
defense but might move a linebacker up as a 
fifth lineman in certain run situations, 

‘Two-year starter Raheem Covington leads a 
young but talented secondary, Dominique 
Price and Herschel Henderson both saw action 
last year, and Price started four of the last five 
games. Marvin Ward, Jarvis Adams, Brandon 
Evans, Frederic Tarver and Sundi Brewer-Grif- 
fin will all compete for spots. Mark Roush 
earned the starting free safety job this spring. 

David Wasielewski, who averaged 40-plus 
yards per punt at Florida in 98, likely will take 
over the punting duties along with placekick- 
ing, where Brian Huffman also returns. Aikens 
and Patrick are available for return duties, 


Depth Chart 
Offense (4) 


9 Jovan Witherspoon (Jr) 4 Roger Jordan (Jc) 
‘85 Ronnie Foster (J) 2 Ashton Aikens (So,) 


77 Catt Mateja (J) 74 Derek Martinez (Ir) 
64 Matt Uirich (So.) 57 Scott Crohn (So,) 
62 Austin King (Sr.) 66 Steve Natali (So,) 
73 Jeff Roehl (St) 54 Don Baskin (S0,) 
65 Bil Newton (So,) 63 Zach Strief(F.) 

86 Joe Wohischeld (Fr) 87. ‘Trai Essex (So.) 

11 Tony Stauss (So) 19 Matt Danielson (J:) 
29 Torr Stuckey (Jr) 18 Jason Wright (Jr) 


Defense (6) 


7 Ray Bogenref (I) 92 David Thompson (Ft) 
97 Colby Clark (So.) 58 Matt Anderson (Jr) 
70 Thomas Derricks (So.) 94 Luis Castillo (So.) 
95 Demaris Wilson (Fr) 96. Greg Lutzen (Fr) 
51 John Pickens (So,) 49 Doug Szymul Ut) 

3 Pat Durr (Sr) 5 Vincent Cartaya (Sr) 


46 Eric VanderHorst (Fr) 45 Braden Jones (Fr) 
27 Raheem Covington (St) 21 Brandon Evans (Ir) 


31 Marvin Ward (So.) 24 Herschel Henderson (So.) 
35 Mark Roush (Jr.) 25 Frederic Tarver (Fr.) 
23 Jarvis Adams (So.) 8 Dominique Price (So.) 
Special Teams 
39 David Wasielewski (Sr.) 
39 David Wasielewski (Sr.) 
2 Ashton Aikens (So.) 
80 Kunle Patrick (Jr.) 


gS Vanderbilt modores 


dreamed one day of coaching football at 

Vanderbilt University. But Johnson, who 
spent eight years as the head coach at Division 
LAA power Furman, admits he has always 
been intrigued by the situation at Vanderbilt. 

“Vanderbilt was always one (school) that I 
thought I would look into,” he says. “And 
when it did come about and they contacted 


| sa bit of a stretch to say Bobby Johnson 


Dan Stricker 


me, I looked into it and the more I looked 
into it the more more I wanted to say, ‘Yes, I 
can do this.” 

Johnson is well aware of Vanderbilt's enor- 
mous struggles on the football field, but he 
believes the timing is right to finally curn 
around the Commodores’ fortunes. “With 
the support of (the chancellor and athletic 
director) and from the Board of Trust, this is 
the time to be successful at Vanderbilt,” he 
says, 


Dan Stricker has 2,260 

receiving yards in his 

A' three-year career and needs 

742 in 2002 to become the 
SEC's all-time leading receiver. 


Success, if it does occur during the Johnson 
era, isnt likely to come in 2002. Vanderbile 
has little experience at quarterback and tail- 
back, has serious depth concerns on the 
offensive line and must make drastic 
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improvements to a defense which finished 
last in the SEC a year ago. 

The new coaching staff had just two schol- 
arship quarterbacks to work with during 
spring practice and neither player, junior Benji 
Walker nor redshire freshman Jay Cutler, has 
taken a meaningful snap at the collegiate level. 

Walker took more of the first-team snaps 
during the spring, but Johnson isnt likely to 
name a starter until just before the 
season-opener at Georgia Tech. 

Tailback Norval McKenzie, the 
leading returning rusher with just 
13 carries for 80 yards, emerged 
from spring with a slight edge over 
Ronald Hatcher, who moved back 
to running back after spending 
the 2001 season at receiver. 

Dan Stricker finished third in 
the SEC in receiving yards (1,079) 
in 2001 and became just the third 
receiver in Vanderbilt history to 
top the 1,000-yard mark. Stricker’s 
health is a bit of a concern for the 
Commodores; he had surgery in 
April to repair a dislocated shoul- 
der and is not expected to be able 
to catch balls until the begin- 
ning of August, at the earliest, 

MJ. Garrett (27 catches, 


3-455. yards) enters preseason Offense (6) 
2 camp atop the depth chart at | WR85\Dan Stricker (Sr) 80 Brendon Smith So) 
the other receiver spor. Gar- | WR2#MLL Garet (St) | 68 Ket iiiens 
elsinger (So.) 62 Ryan King (Fr) 
rett has excellent hands and LG 72 Jim May (Sr.) ‘67 Greg Robson (So.) 
good size but has trouble get- | © 55 Jamie Byrum (Sr) 58 Jason Tent (Jc) 
ting open downfield against some of the | RE 7) ue fame), 7S ar oa) 
top secondaries in the SEC. r) BL Nek etter Ur) 


The line could be the problem area on 
offense. Vanderbilt returns three quality 
starters — center Jamie Byrum, left guard 
Jim May and left tackle Justin Geisinger 
— but the staff is scrambling to fill out 
the right side of the line and establish 
some depth. 

Johnson has switched to a 4-3 scheme 
from the 3-4 defense the Commodores 
had run during the final two years of the 
Woody Widenhofer era and was pleas- 
antly surprised with both the quantity 
and quality of the returning linemen. 

Tackle Brett Beard missed most of 
spring with an injured foor, bur the junior | 
can expect to win back his starting spot 
during preseason camp. With Beard on the 
sidelines, sophomore Robert Dinwiddie 
and redshire freshman Trey Holloway ran 
with the first team during the spring. Din- 
widdie, however may not be available 
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FB 34 Mike Adam (Sr) 


Defense (7) 
DE 52 Jovan Haye (Fr.) 50 Libnir Telusca (Jt) 
NT 92 Brett Beard (Jr) 99 Matt Clay (So.) 
DT 77 Trey Holloway (Fr) 69. Aaron Carter (So,) 
DE 54 Chuck Losey (Sr) 56 Ryan Nungesser (St.) 


“LB. 38 Moses Osenwegie (Fr, 
LB 47 Hunter Hillenmeyer (St) 44 Pat Brunner (So.) 
LB 22 Brandon Walthour (Sr.) 90 Doug Wolford (J) 
CB 5 Aaron McWhorter (St) 28 Cheron Thompson (Fc) 
CB 14 Rushen Jones (St.) 


FS 13 Jonathan Shaub Ur) 32 Nick Lyle (So.) 
‘SS 14 Justin Giboney (Sr.) 7 Mike Martin (Sr) 
Special Teams 
K Patrick Johnson (Fr.) 
Greg Johnson (Fr.) 


KR 21 Ronald Hatcher (i) 
PR 21 Ronald Hatcher (ir) 


(#) Indicates number of retuming starters 
BOLD indicates retumir 


Head Coach: Bobby Johnson 


2002 Prediction: 6th SEC East 
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until mid-season after tearing the ACL in his 
left knee during the spring game. 

Johnson has been impressed with Chuck 
Losey, a fifth-year senior end who has made 
22 starts in his career. Jovan Haye, a talented 
redshirt freshman who worked with the line- 
backers last fall, has been moved to rush end. 

Hunter Hillenmeyer was moved from 
strong-side linebacker to the middle during 
spring practice to open up a spot for talented 
but oft-troubled Brandon Walthour, who has 
been kicked off the team two times during his 
career. Redshirt freshman Moses Osemwegie 
enjoyed an outstanding spring and is atop the 
depth chart on the weak side. 

The four projected starters in the secondary 
have combined to start 57 games over the past 
three years. Cornerback Rushen Jones, enter- 
ing his fourth year as a starter, is a legitimate 
first-team All-SEC candidate. Fellow fifth- 
year senior Aaron McWhorter is the other 
corner, while the safety positions will be han- 
dled by Jonathan Shaub and Justin Giboney. 

The kicking game is one of Johnson's top 
concerns heading into the 2002 season. Van- 
derbilt will most likely hand over both place- 
kicking and punting duties to true freshmen. 


Depth Chart 


17 Jay Cutler (Fr) 
21 Ronald Hatcher (Jr) 
33. Matthew Tant (Fr) 


42. Marty Morgen (Fc) 


26 Dominique Morris (Fr) 


retuming starters 


2001 Record (SEC): 2-9 (0-8) 
Vanderbilt Stadium (44,448) 
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Gig Ca HOFNIA, 25, bears 


biggest weakness in the Cal football pro- 
gram. “We need to find more speed,” 
Tedford said after watching some film of the 
2001 Beats, which stumbled through a 1-10 
season. 
Speed can be recruited; in the interim Ted- 
ford, who left his post as Oregon's offensive 
coordinator to rake over a Cal program which 


J: Tedford quickly discovered the 


Kyle Boller 


has won just 16 games in the past five sea- 
sons, is focussed on improving his team’s 
mental toughness, “The work ethic is good, 
but we need to push ourselves harder,” Ted- 
ford said in the spring. “We have to learn to 
overcome adversity.” 


The Cal depth chart currently 

shows 17 senior starters. If 
experience counts, the Bears 
should be better. 


The pressure will be on senior quarterback 
Kyle Boller to have a breakthrough season. 
With no running game to take the pressure 
off, Boller has served as an arcade game prize, 
bobbing up and down until some lucky defen- 
sive lineman could flatten him. About the 
only positive to be taken from Boller’s previ- 
ous three seasons is that he still has his teeth. 
“He is something special,” Tedford says. 
“He got all the tools. He needs to be focused 


on his fundamentals, and if he does that, I 
believe he is going to have a very good season.” 

Tedford took a long look at backups Reggie 
Robertson, a sophomore, and redshirt fresh- 
man Richard Schwarw during spring drills, 
but Boller came out of the competition as the 
clear No. 1. 

Joe Igber is the proven commodity among 
a logjam of running backs, but he missed 
spring ball while still recovering 
from a fractured clavicle suffered 
during the 2001 season. 
Although Igber is the No. 7 
rusher all-time at Cal, he will 
have to fight for a starting spot in 
summer camp. 

Adimchinobe — Echemandu 
(formerly Joe Echema) was 
enjoying an outstanding spring, 
but his availability for the 2002 
season is now in doubt after he 
tore the ACL and MCL in his 
right knee in a late-spring prac- 
tice. Sophomore Terrell 
Williams, who started five games 
in 2001 due to Igber's injury and 
rushed for 688 yards, is expected 
to be a more significant con- 
tributor this fall. 

Receiver Geoff McArthur 
returns after missing the 
majority of the 2001 season 
with a torn triceps. McArthur 
= showed promise his freshman 
season in 2000 with 20 
catches for 336 yards and was expected to 
be Cal's top wide receiver in 2001. At the 
other starting wide receiver position will 
be LaShaun Ward, who switched from 
cornerback late last season. In just five 
games on offense, Ward caught 18 passes 
for 416 yards, and four of those catches 
went for touchdowns. 

Once again, it appears Cal might strug- 
gle along the offensive line. The left side 
should be solid as returning starters Mark 
Wilson and Scott Tercero hold down the 
left tackle and guard spots. Wilson, a 
junior, moves over from his right tackle 
spot while Tercero, last season's starting 
right guard, makes a similar move. 

Defensive end Tully Banta-Cain was 
injured in summer camp last season and 
got off to a miserable start. However, by 
the end of the season he had the look of an 
all-conference player. He finished with 17 
tackles for a loss and was very productive 
during spring ball. Inside, the Bears are 


WR 6 Geoff McArthur (Jr) 
LT 63 Mark Wilson (Jr.) 


TE 82 Tom Swoboda (Sr) 
QB 7 Kyle Bolter (Sr.) 
TB 30 Joe lgber (Sr.) 

FB 41 Ryon Stanger (Sr) 


DE 48 Tully BantaCain (St) 94 Tosh Lupo) So.) 
DT 76 Lorenzo Alexander (So.) 
DT 92 Daniel Nwangwu (St) 
DE 90 Josh Gustaveson (Sr.) 44 Tom Canada (Sr) 
LB 56 John Kiotsche (Sr) 
LB. 47 Matt Nixon (Sr) 

LB 33 Paul Ugent (Sc) 
CB 1 Jemeel Powell (St) 
©B 6 Ray Carmel (Sr, 

FS 2 Nnamdi Asomugha (St) 25 Jeremy Drake (i) 
‘SS 19 Bert Watts (Sx) 
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solid with Daniel Nwangwu (eight starts in 
2001) and Lorenzo Alexander (five starts). 

The linebacking corps is solid if unspectac- 
ular, Tedford’ task is to find some playmak- 
ers. John Klotsche was the team’s leading 
tackler (71) and he should earn a starting spot. 
Matt Nixon (53 tackles) has starting experi- 
ence inside, However, Cal’s success might be 
determined by ‘Tedford’ ability to get more 
speed into his linebacker corps. 

Free safety Nnamdi Asomugha is perhaps 
the Bears’ best defensive player and probably 
an all-conference selection should Cal experi- 
ence any success, Strong safety also should be 
solid with the return of part-time starter Bert 
Watts. Starting cornerbacks Atari Callen and 
James Bethea return but were passed by in the 
spring by Jemeel Powell and Ray Carmel. All 
four of those cornerbacks had their troubles 
last season and it will be up to new secondary 
coach J.D. Williams — the former Buffalo 
Bill who made the move from Fresno State — 
to turn the group around. 

The placekicking will be handled by return- 
ing starter Mark-Christian Jensen, who was 
11-of-14 last season. Junior Tyler Fredrickson 
averaged 39.5 yards per punt in 2001. 


10. Chad Heydortf (So) 
81 Chase Lyman (Je) 
G1 Ryan O'Callaghan (Fr) 
‘93 Jonathan Giesel(S0.) 
74 Nolan Bluntzer (J) 

77 Derek Deutsch (r,) 
79 Keith Omelas (Ft) 

46. Jordon Hunter (So.) 
417 Regge Robertson (So, 
9 Terrell Willams (So.) 
34 Pana Faumuina So.) 


Defense (7) 


Scott Tercero (St) 


72 Tom Sverchek (S0.) 
57 Josh Beckham (Jt.) 


‘50. Marcus Daniels (Sr) 
40 Wendell Hunter (S0.) 
43. Calvin Hosey (Sr) 

5 Atari Callen (Jr.) 
20 James Bethea (Jn) 


22. James Smith (Jr) 
Special Teams 

K 14 Mark Christian Jensen (Sr) 

P 16 Tyler Fredrickson (Jt) 

KR 5 Atari Callen (Jr) 

PR 28 Michael Sparks (So.) 

(#) Indicates number of retuming starters 

BOLD indicates returning starters 


Head Coach: 2001 Record (Pac40); 4-10 (0-8) 


Memorial Stadium (75,028) 


2002 Prediction: 20th Pac-10 
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emple coach Bobby Wallace is no kid, 
T He'll turn 48 during the upcoming sea- 
son. He’ been in coaching since 1973 
and his résumé shows stops at seven different 
schools. Asa head coach, he went 41-1 over a 
three-year petiod and won Division II Cham- 
pionships all three years at North Alabama, 
Yet for all that experience, Wallace is not 
afraid to try something new. Temple will use 


Sean Dillard 


a spread offense this season, trying to take 
advantage of a plethora of receivers and some 
skill ac running back, The Owls have nine 
starters back on offense. 


A Tanardo Sharps’ rushing 
total in 2001 fell by 267 
yards after his 1,038-yard 


sophomore season in 2000. 


Quarterback was a revolving door last sea- 
son. Mike McGann and Mac DeVito each 
threw more than 100 passes; McGann threw 
for 319 more yards but his percentage was 
worse and he threw nine interceptions to only 
three touchdowns (DeVito had seven TDs 
and three INTs). Well, DeVito is out of eligi- 
bility, so McGann was left to battle with fel- 
low sophomore Collin Hannigan and senior 
Mike Frost in the spring. 

Hannigan made brief appearances in three 
games last season. Frost started some in 2000 
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and took a redshirt season last year. McGann 
emerged as the winner in the spring. He's a 
6'6", 210-pounder who can throw, and the 
Owls hope a year’s experience shows a little in 
2002. 

he running game could be a strength for 
‘Temple in 2002, Tanardo Sharps was one of 
the Big East’s b sophomore in 2000 
when he rushed for 1,038 yards. He fell off to 
771 yards and one score last sea- 
son, but he also carried 51 fewer 
times. Makonnen Fenton led 
the Big East in kickoff recurns, 
and Temple wants the ball in his 
hands more, too. 

There's a bunch of receivers and 
there could be a bunch on the field 
at the same time. Sean Dillard is 
proven, He was second-team All- 
Big East last season, when he 
caught 51 passes for 747 yards and 
three touchdowns, Zamir Cobb 
was the Owls’ No, 2 receiver last 
season with 19 catches even 
though injuries limited him to 
five games. Throw in Ikey Chuku 
and ‘Terrence Stubbs, who are 
expected to return from 
injuries, and ‘Temple has its 
deepest receiving corps in 


yes 


verybody’s back on the 


I= offensive line, which is the | waa0 tenence Subbs Ur) 14 Kishan Les (St) 
8 old good news/bad news deal u fa have Novena ue rae ek 
fe een as, Joe Laudano (Jr jose Portillo (Ir) 

__ Since the Owls gave up 37 | @ g6 Donny klein (Sr) 7 Jose Paro) 

sacks, It’s good if they learned something. | RG 66 Anthony Bolden (Sr) 75 Jose Porto Ir) 
« tackles will be Dave Yovanovits and | RT 69 Damian Hendricks (Sr) 67. Yohance Perry (Fx) 

The tackles will be Dave Yovanovits and TE 84 Eno Garpenter (S0.) "13 Dan Bsn ($0) 


Damian Hendricks. Yovanovits, a three- 


year starter who has played every snap in | 98 
30 of his 33 career games, played through | $8 
a leg injury last fall. The guards will be 

RE 


Anthony Bolden (nine starts in 01) and 


NT 95 Robert Sack (Sr) 90 Dominique Veney Jc) 
Joe Laudano, who has put on over 30 | pt 93 Taso Apostolds (ic) 72 ‘David Terry (St) 
pounds since arriving at Temple. Donny | DE 54 10. Stanley (n) 1 Rodney Wormley (Fe) 
Klein is expected to be the center, but he | 1B ta josenst i} af teeta avn 6) 
missed most of the spring while recovering | Ow! 4 Jairo Almonte (Sr) 7 Joe! Gray (S0,) 


WR 27 Zamir Cobb (Sr) 
WR 2 Sean Dillard (St.) 


‘AB 34 Makonnen Fenton (Jr) 
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will be one tackle. Taso Apostolidis will be the 
other tackle and J.D. Stanley will be the other 
end. Neither played much last season. 

Troy Bennett and J.D. Nichols return at 
weakc-side and strong-side linebacker, respec- 
tively. Both have some experience. Nichols 
started six times after transferring from 
Phoenix (Ariz.) College. He was in on 32 
tackles. Bennett started twice and finished the 
season with 29 stops and one interception. 
Jairo Almonte, the Owl back — a safery/our- 
side linebacker hybrid — won the team's 
most valuable newcomer award last season 
after his transfer from SUNY-Canton, 

Lafron Thompson rakes a streak of 22 con- 
secutive starts at strong safety into the season. 
He had a pair of interceptions in 2001. Cor- 
nerback Terrance Leftwich had three inter- 
ceptions in 2001 and has seven for his career. 
Yazid Jackson will man the other corner, He 
played in every game last season. He's also 
listed as the backup free safety behind senior 
Jamal Wallace, who like Thompson has a 
streak of 22 straight starts. 

Cap Poklemba returns for his senior season 
as Temple's kicker. He’s missed only once in 
61 career extra point attempts. 


Depth Chart 


Offense (9) 


42 Ikey Chuku (i) 
22 Donnie Coleman (J) 


28 Lawrence Wade (So.) 
46 Mike McGann (So.) 10. Nike Frost (St) 
4 Tanardo Sharps (Sr.) 20 Lester Tranmmer (St) 


Defense (7) 


73 Dan Klecko (St.) 59 Avian Johnson (Jr) 


from off-season shoulder surgery. 

Temple's best player, and one of the 
league's best players, lives on the defensive 
line, although he is moving one door 
down. The Owls are taking senior Dan 
Klecko, son of former NFL star Joe 
Klecko, and moving him from tackle to 
end. Ie probably not that big a deal for 
the 6'1", 276-pounder, who managed 6.5 
sacks and 19.5 tackles for a loss last sea- 
son, 


Klecko’s pal, fellow senior Robert Sack, 
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CB 24 Terrance Leftwich (Sr.) 36 Delonne Wilbourn (Fr) 
CB 42 Yazid Jackson (Jt) 29 David Reese (Fr.) 
FS 9 Jamal Wallace (Sr.) —42._Yazid Jackson (Jr.) 
SS _ 8 Lafton Thompson (Sr.) 19 Gerard Bishop (Sr.) 
Special Teams 

| K 99 Cap Poklemba (Sr.) 
P49 Garvin Ringwelski (Jr) 
KR 34 Makonnen Fenton (Jr) 
PR 2 Sean Dillard (Sr.) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates retuming starters 
"The 42 offensive positions represent Temple's multiple formations, 
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W indian? siers 


ost Big Ten teams spend the off-sea- 
son reloading or rebuilding, but in 
Bloomington, the squad is simply 


under construction, The Hoosiers brought in 
Gerry DiNardo as the new foreman, and his 
plan is to start on the ground floor by restor- 
ing IU’s ability to recruit in-state. 

“Our mission statement is that we're the 
state institution, and with that comes an 


Enoch DeMar 


obligation to s e (the state high schools),” 
DiNardo says. “This isn’t just about recruit 
ing, but obviously we're going to recruit the 
best players in the state.” 


Indiana will have 115 
years of collegiate coach- 
ing experience on the side- 
line. Gerry DiNardo has 
assembled a battle-tested staff with 
a winning track record. 


Indiana lost its heart and soul when 
Antwaan Randle El graduated. He was at the 
helm of the Hoosier offense for nearly every 
snap of the last four years. The nwo front-run- 
ners for the job are seniors Tommy Jones and 
Gibran Hamdan. Jones has started just one 
game, despite being hailed as U's quarter- 
back of the future, but that’s one more start 
than Hamdan. 


“We all know that we don't have a lot of 


experience there,” DiNardo says. “But I'd 
rather have a lack of experience with maturity 
than a lack of experience and immaturity.” 

Indiana’s most stable area by a long shot is 
the offensive backfield: Fullback Jeremni John- 
son is among the Big Ten’s best with his huge 
frame, nifty feet and ability to catch passes 
out of the backfield. Tailback Brian Lewis gets 
the luxury of running behind Johnson in his 

first year as the Hoosiers’ starter, 

DiNardo’s version of the West 

Coast offense features the tight 

end, and it’s a good thing thar it 

does. The Hoosiers have a pair of 
talented pass catchers in tight 
ends Aaron Halterman and 

Stephen Anthony. Halterman 

should be the starter and has the 

softest hands on the team. 
Indiana does get its top wide 

receiver back in Glenn Johnson, 

but he caught only 21 passes 

2001. Johnson's seven starts were 

tops on the team as the split end 

position was a revolving door. 
Sophomores Travis Haney and 
Courtney Roby both saw time in 
the starting lineup. Roby 
should have the edge with his 
leaping ability and knack of 
coming down with the ball 
in traffic. 
The strength of the 
2 Hoosier offense was supposed 
to be in the trenches. Indiana | & 
returned four starters from a strong unit in 
2001, but they're finding out that 
DiNardo's expectations are considerably 
higher. “We are not Big Ten-strong, and 
we are not Big Ten-conditioned, by any 
means,” DiNardso said in the spring, 

A lack of conditioning and the change 
toa more physical blocking scheme led to 
multiple changes throughout the spring. 
However, Indiana still has the horses to be 
successful up front, Guards Enoch 
DeMar and Anthony Oakley and tackles 
A.C. Myler and Bobby Brandt started 
every game in 2001 and helped pace the 
Big Ten’s best rushing attack. 

The defensive line was one of the 
bright spots in the spring, Tackles Colin 
Christopher and Kris Dielman consis- 
tently collapsed the pocket in practices 
and appear worthy of forcing double- 
teams. That should open up defensive 
ends Jodie Clemons, Derek Barnett and 
Victor Adeyanju to pressure the passer. 


WR 9 Glenn Johnson (Jr) 
WR 19 Courtney Roby (S0.) 

‘LT 74 Bobby Brandt (Sr) 
LG 70 Enoch DeMar (Sr.) 


RG 61 Anthony Oakley (Jr) 
RT 62 AC, Myler (Sr) 

‘TE. 87 Aaron Halterman (So,) 
QB 14 Tommy Jones (Sr) 

TB 3 Brian Lewis (Jr.) 

FB 1 Jeremi Johnson (St.) 


| LB 31 Deonte Smith (So.) 


NATIONAL 


RANKING 


Opposing teams are salivating about the 
opportunity to run the ball at Indiana's 
undersized linebacking corps. The Hoosiers 
must limit the number of times opponents 
are able to isolate linemen on their lineback- 
ers or IU will struggle against physical teams. 

Fortunately, the recent trend toward spread 
offenses favors the type of talent Indiana pos- 
sesses. Heerana-Daze Jones, Deonte Smith and 
Kevin Smith can cover tight ends and running 
backs all over the field, but aren't going to 
overpower blockers. Inside linebacker Martin 
Lapostolle excels in short-yardage situations, 

The Hoosier secondary received an over- 
haul with DiNardo’ arrival, Strong safety Joe 
Gonzalez is the only fixture, but his new 
comrades give Indiana more pure talent than 
its had defending the pass recently. 

Gonzalez teams with free safety A.C. 
Carter in the middle. Cornerbacks Antonio 
Watson and Damien Jones are solid in man- 
to-man coverage and give Indiana playmakers 
on the perimeter. 

Indiana excelled in punt and kick coverage 
in 2001, but converted only 22 percent of its 
field goal attempts and averaged just over 30 
yards per punt. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (7) 


80 Travis Haney (So.) 
412 David Lewis (So) 
TT Jacob Wagner (S0.) 
55. Jamarkus Gorman (St) 
73. Brandon Hatcher (Ft) 
‘52. Beau Schwegman (So,) 
78 Clay Stuart (S0.) 
85, Stephen Anthony (St) 
{17 Gibvan Hamdan (Sc) 
33. Yemar Washington (Ft) 
5 Jason Sulvan (Fr) 


72 Chris Jahnke (So.) 


Defense (5) 


DE 56 Jodie Clemons (So,) 
DT 83 Kis Dielman (Sr) 


94 Victor Adeyanju (F.) 

‘58. Courtney Young (Sr) 

NT 50 Colin Christopher (Jt) 95 Chris Beaty (Ft) 

DE 99 Derek Barnett (St.) 93. John Lumpkin (So.) 

LB 15 Ron Bethel (Sc) 48. Kevin Smith (So.) 

97 Martin Lapostolle (So.) 

LB 21 Herana-Daze Jones (So.)49 Jason Cartwright (So.) 

CB 6 Damien Jones (Ft) 42 Duane Stone (1) 

CB 2 Antonio Watson (St) 28 Leonard Bryant (F.) 

SS 25 Joe Gonzalez (Sr) 24 Will Lumpkin So.) 

FS 23 A.C. Carter (St) 8 Buster Larkins (F.) 
Special Teams 

K 18 Bryan Robertson (So,) 

P38 Ryan Hamre (Un) 

PR 9 Genn Jofnson (J) 

KR 23 AC, Carter (Sr) 


| (#) Indicates number of returning starters 


BOLD indicates retuming starters 


A Record (Big Ten): 5-6 (4-4) 
Memorial Stadium (52.354) 
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- SMYusta ngs 


hil Bennett said all the right things 
Pp when he was introduced as the 15th 
head coach in SMU history last 
December. Things like, “Our expectancy is to 
win the WAC championship and thar will 
never change. That is our goal.” 
But considering what the Mustangs have 
returning, maybe it isn't so far-fetched to 
believe that SMU can make a strong run at 


ShanDerrick Charles 


the title. “I am excited about the experience 
that we return on both offense and defense,” 
says Bennett, who spent the past three seasons 
as defensive coordinator at Kansas State. “And 
the kids are really hungry to win. But we've 
got some work to do.” 


The Mustangs lost 18 fum- 
bles in 2001, most in the 
WAC and more than Fresno 


State, Nevada and Tulsa combined. 


One of Bennett’ first priorities is to find a 
dependable starting quarterback. Junior 
Kelan Luker has the most experience after 
starting the first three games last season. But 
he was replaced by David Page after throwing 
more interceptions (four) than touchdowns 
(ewo). Page left the team in January, Redshirt 
freshmen Richard Bartel, Ashton Nixon and 
Tate Wallis all have strong prep credentials, 
and Bennett indicated he wouldn't hesitate to 
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start any of them if he thought they were the 
best man for the job. Wallis, who led his team 
to victory in the Blue-White spring game, is 
the front-runner heading into fall two-a-days. 
“IF we played tomorrow, Tate would be the 
starting quarterback,” Bennett said after the 
spring game. 

ShanDerrick Charles leads the way in the 
backfield after breaking Craig James’ SMU 
freshman rushing record with 
860 yards on just 134 carries (6.4 
yard average) and seven rouch- 
downs despite not really emerg- 
ing until about halfway through 
the season. Keylon Kincade is a 
solid backup: he rushed for 169 
yards on 24 carries in one game 
against Tulsa last season, 

Chris “The Comet” Cunning- 
ham, who has caught a pass in 32 
of his 33 career games and had 45 
receptions for 516 yards last sea- 
son, recurs to lead a deep, vet- 
eran group of receivers with 
big-play potential. Cody Card- 
well, Billy Ford and Johnnie 
Freeman also saw time in the 
starting lineup. And Bennett 
is very high on sophomores 
Jay Taylor and Trey Griffin 


‘Two starters — tackle Judson Davis and 
center Steve Reind] — return to an offen- 
sive line that struggled at times last season, 
surrendering 31 sacks. Two other veterans 


Syith erating experienbe\ Thorton Chan: Defense (7) 
in Sterli jg | DE 9 Khalid Beard (Sr) 90. Melvin Wiliams (So.) 
dler (five sen) and Sterling Haris [P= geen ne eae 
(owo starts) also recurn. Harris played | pr 92 Lute croy (Sr) 94. Marcus Walker (F1) 
guard last fall but will likely join Davis at | DE 97 Eric Peterson (Sr) 36 Derek Swofford (S0,) 
tackle. Bennett is counting on a couple of | 1B 58 Vie Wiloria (Se) 42 ily Jak Wiliams (S) 
Sh 'd Hargis | LB 3500.t22(60) 38 D.D. Johnson (Sr) 
youngsters, sophomore Jownsend Tiargis /13. 45 Jaman James Un) 46 Brian Bischoff (Jr) 
and redshirt freshman Brad Kieschnick, to | ¢B 3 Jonas Rutledge (Jr) 24 Brent Bigés (St) 
start at the two guard spots. CB 41 KevinGarrett (Sr) 39 James Orr (St.) 
e _3, | FS 4 Ruben Moodley (Jr) 8 Leroy Pie (i) 
Bennet, who plans to run a 4-3 | & 99 Reco Moodey Un) Oe, 


defense, needs to come up with replace- 
ments for All-WAC defensive end Kevin 


Patman. Seniors Khalid Beard and Eric 
Peterson and sophomores Melvin 
Williams and Derek Swofford are the top 
candidates. Both tackles, Warrie Birdwell 
and Lute Croy, return and bring a lot of 
experience along with them. Croy is a 


and redshirt freshman Cedric Offense (6) 
Winco WR 21 Chris Cunningham (St.) 15. Jay Tajor(S0.) 
aes | WR 25 Cody Cardwell (Sc) 83. Trey Giffin (So.) 
Ifthar Boe enough, SMU S| wr 47 ily Ford (Sr) 5 Johnnie Freeman (St.) 
two top tight ends from a | tt 75 Stering Haris (Jt) 60 Erio Neal (So.) 
year ago, John Hampton and | LG 62 Brad Kieschnick (Fr) 74. Hulsey Smith (Ft) 
‘ © 69 Steve Reindl (Jr) 58. Thorton Chandler (Sr) 
‘Trent Hicir, both return, RG 70 Townsend Hargis So.) 64 Scott Dae (Ft) 


RT 76 Judson Davis (St) 
TE 86 John Hampton (St.) 
QB 11 Tate Wallis (Fr) 

RB_ 2 ShanDertick Charles (So.) 32. Keylon Kincade (J) 


Aldridge as well as 2001 starter Johnson |  * pie NeMunra) fe) 


KR 3 Jonas Rutledge Ur) 
PR 2 ShanDerrick Charles (So.) 


(#) Indicates number of retuming starters 
BOLD indicates retuming starters 


NATIONAL 


RANKING 


four-year starter, while Birdwell will be start- 
ing for the third straight year. 

Bennett believes in an aggressive and 
attacking style of defense, and he has the line- 
backers that fit that scheme. First team All- 
WAC pick Vic Viloria returns for his senior 
season to speathead a deep, talented and ver- 
eran unit. Jarrian James, a good pass defender, 
and Brian Bischoff, a good run-stopper, also 
started last season. “I would think this will be 
a strength for us,” Bennett says. 

Ina conference that has more than its share 
of wild shoot-outs, a good, veteran secondary 
is a must to succeed. And the Mustangs may 
have the WAC's best. Both cornerbacks,Jonas 
Rutledge and senior Kevin Garrett, have All- 
WAC honors on their résumés. 

Also back is junior free safety Ruben 
Moodley, who also could contend for All- 
WAC honors. Sophomore Alvin Nnabuife, 
who saw extensive action last season, will start 
at strong safety. 

Chris McMurtray, who impressed Bennett 
with a strong leg in spring drills, is expected 
to take over placekicking duties, while true 
freshman Ryan Mentzel will likely handle 
punting duties, 


Depth Chart 


79 Tommy Miller (Ft) 
49 Trent Hincir (Jr.) 
7 Kelan Luker Jr.) 


Special Teams 


Ryan Mentze (F.) 
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= UAB. zers 


his fall the pressure will be on the UAB 
Tite line. Four standouts have 

moved on from a line that helped the 
defense rank fifth nationally in yards allowed 
and first nationally in rushing yards allowed. 
But UAB coach Watson Brown isn’t prepared 
to make a concession speech to opposing 
units. “I always think we'll be good there,” 
Brown “We can recruit that position 


Thomas Cox 


pretty good. This group just has to get all chis 
suff down.” 

Last fall, ie was the offense that struggled. 
‘The Blazers tried to install a no-huddle, one- 
back, up-tempo offense and finished last in C- 
USA in total offense, Re-enter a familiar face, 
Senior Thomas Cox returns to lend this group 
his leadership abilities. Cox may not be the 
most talented quarterback on the roster, but he 
adds toughness and competitiveness. 


UAB averaged a league- 

low 4.5 yards per play 

last season. The Blazers 

ranked last in the league in total 
offense and eighth in scoring. 


Cox is 6-1 as a starter, including wins over 
No. 17 East Carolina in 1999 and over LSU in 
2000. Cox could be pushed by Darrell Hack- 
ney, much more of a running threat and the 
biggest QB on the roster. 


UAB returns to a ewo-back set and will rely 
on tailback Theron Dudley and fullback 
Kendal Gibson, Both are big, strong backs. 
Despite his size, Dudley has the ability to break 
long runs. Gibson, used more in the team’s 
short-yardage package a year ago, does not run 
away from people, but he isnt shy about trying 
to run over them. Both are excellent receivers. 

Senior Willie Quinnie will be the teams big- 
play receiver, provided he can 
avoid the injury bug. Last year he 
found himself somewhat limited 
by double-teams, but he has the 
speed and quickness ro be the 

i threat. Chico 
not as fast, is a 
good and possession 
recei e team’s most exciting 
receiver, Jason Southall, returned 
to the defensive backfield but is a 
potential two-way player. 

The Blazers return four offen- 
sive line starters, led by senior cen- 
ter Kirk Tuck. A blue-collar 
worker and one of the stronger 
Blazers, Tuck has been a constant 
on the UAB line since his sopho- 
more season, 

Andy Galloway has 
impressed coaches since his 
true freshman year when his 
hard-nosed approach nearly 
forced the UAB 
against a redshire 

Wilbert Hamilton made a 
successful move from defensive to offen- 
sive tackle last season. Larry Coachman 
and Arcavious Williams are part of a line 
that helped the Blazers rush for 160.6 
yards per game, third-best in C-USA. 

While UAB fans lament the losses on 
the defensive line, it appears the Blazers 
will field a respectable group, including 
tackle James Malone and end Hassan 
McKeithan, a potential all-league per- 
former. Malone had an impressive springs 
he is a former high school linebacker who 
is athletic and quick to the ball. McKei- 
than will play rush end. Also an athletic 
defender, he has the quick hands necessary 
to shed the blocks of opposing tight ends, 


team's 
Clevela 


UABSIO 


WR 22 Roddy White (So.)_ 
WR 5 Willie Quinnie (Sr.) 
'WR*87 Chico Cleveland (So,) 
{T70 Wilbert Hamilton (Jr) 
LG 72 Andy Galloway (So.) 
© 68 Kirk Tuck (Sr.) 

RG 64 Larry Coachman (Jz) 74 Jimmy Joynt (S0,) 
RT 77 Artavious Williams (Jr) 54 Barker White (So.) 
TE 89 Sam Dudley (Fr.) 
QB 44 Thomas Cox (Sr.) 
RB 2 Theron Dutley (So.) 
FB* 6 Kendal Gitson (So.) 


DE 96 Hassan McKelthan (St) 


"LB 58 Zach Woodfin So.) 
WS 42 Derrick Bush (St) 
FS 31 Chris Brown (Sr.) 
SS _ 8 Thurman Pearson (S0.) 
CB 20 Dio Hill (J.) 
CB 19 Carlos Hendricks (So, 
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one of the strongest on the team with a bench 
press of 400 pounds. Two sophomores — 
Gaylon Black and Nigel Eldridge — have 
potential, but neither has played much. 

There's a bit more of a comfort level in the 
secondary. Chris Brown moves to safety after 
playing cornerback the past three seasons. 
Brown is an excellent leader in the defensive 
backfield and a solid cover guy, but the staff 
would like to see him become a better tackler. 

Derrick Bush, a 6'4" safety, moves into the 
hybrid safety-linebacker spot in the team’s 4-2- 
5 alignment. Southall, the former receiver, 
gives the team another solid cover corner. 

Dio Hill and Carlos Hendricks are slated to 
start at cornerback. Hill tied for the team lead 
with three interceptions last season. Hendricks 
is a tough, athletic cornerback with 4.4 speed 
and a 35-inch vertical leap. 

Ross Stewart returns after averaging 42.5 
yards per punt last year. Kicker Nick Hayes 
was named to the C-USA All-Freshman team. 
He made 10-of-15 field goals and was 17-of- 
17 on extra points. Quinnie averaged 12.1 
yards per punt return last fall, Southall, who 
had a 93-yard return against Central Florida, 
should handle kickoffs. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (8) 


9 TJ. Simmons (Sr) 
48. Travouris Thomas (F.) 
7 Kenny Borders (Sr) 
‘57. Brad Spencer (Sr) 
78 Anthony Larry (Ft) 
50 Matt Batusic (Fr) 


84 Lynorse Garrett (S0.) 
4. Darrell Hackney (Fc) 
23. Mato Stanley (I) 
32. Bemard Anderson (St) 
Defense (2) 

76. Earnest Respress (Fr.) 
91 Tanner Allen (Sr) 

90 Sam Wiliamson (Fc) 
38. Anthony Garrett (So,) 
49. Chris Mason (Ft) 

‘53 Gaylon Black (So.) 

24. Julius Wainwright (Fr) 
39. Sentell Winston (Sr) 


3 Jason Southall (Jr) 
Special Teams 


K 60 Nick Hayes (So.) 


Defensive end Marvin Nickson is being 
counted on to rush the passer. 
Linebackers are a concern; there’s not a 
returning starter in the group. Zach 
Woodfin made an impact during spring 
workouts. Woodfin, at 225 pounds, is fast, 
has solid instincts at the position and is 


P92 Ross Stewart (Sr) 

KR 3 Jason Southall Ur) 

PR 5 Willie Quinnie (Sr) 

(#) Indicates number of returning starters: 

BOLD indicates retuming starters 

+*The 12 offensive positions represent UAB’s multiple formations. 
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an Diego State's program used ro be 
known for high-octane offenses that 
put bushels of points on the score- 


S 


board. But the last two seasons were the most 
unproductive back-to-back scoring seasons 
since the program joined the major college 
ranks in the mid-1970s. 

Athletic director Rick Bay responded by 
firing coach ‘Ted Tollner and hiring Tom 


J.R. Tolver 


Craft, who won three junior college national 
titles at nearby Palomar College. Craft, a 
quarterback at SDSU in the mid-1970s, 
served as his alma mater’s offensive coordina- 


tor in the mid-1990s when the Aztecs’ offense 


ranked among the nation’s best. 
S San Diego State managed just 
five TD passes in 2001. The 
only Division LA team with fewer 
passing touchdowns was Notre 
Dame with four. 


Craft opened the quarterback race during 
spring drills to the program's four scholarship 
quarterbacks: Adam Hall, Lon Sheriff, Danny 
Armstrong and Jon Stoner. Hall, who began 
his career at Texas, had by far the best spring 
and emerged as the clear-cut No. 1. The job 
will be his to lose during preseason camp. 
Second-team All-America running back 
Larry Ned has departed and there is a deep 
pool of unproven candidates bidding to 
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San Diego State... 


replace him. The leaders coming out of 
spring practice were James Truvillion, who 
missed all of last season with hamstring 
injuries, redshirt freshman Michael Franklin 
and converted safety DeAngelo Nedd. 
Incoming freshman Frederick Collins (2,367 
rushing yards as a senior) will join the com- 
petition when he arrives in the fall. 

The talent and depth at receiver is vastly 
improved, though J.R. Tolver is 
the lone proven player. Tolver 
enters his senior season with 134 
career receptions, eighth-most in 
SDSU history. Transfer Kassim 
Osgood is intriguing. The 6'5" 
wideout spent three years at Cal 
Poly, where he was a Division I- 
AA All-American, Ronnie Dav- 
enport missed all of last season 
because of a suspension stem- 
ming from his time at Cal. He 
and sophomore Jeff Webb (16 
catches in 2001) will be among 
the players battling for a starting 
spot in the three-receiver offense. 
The Aztecs lost three starters 
on the line, and the competition 
for some spots wont be set- 
led until August. One per- 
son who doesnt have to F 
worry about job security is | 
enter Johnathan Ingram. 
The 300-pound _ senior 
excelled in his first season at 
the position and has a nice 
blend of quickness and power. The other 
returning starter, junior Brendan Darby, 
has steadily improved and will enter pre- 
season camp atop the depth chart at left 
tackle, though Craft hopes junior college 
transfer Damien Holman will also push 
for a starting assignment. 

Akbar Gbaja-Biamila will move back 
to defensive end in 2002 after playing out 
of position at tackle last fall. Though he 
had five sacks last season, his speed is a 
much better fit on the outside. Ryan lata 
will be the other end, and Amon Arnold 
supplies depth. The Aztecs are thin at 
tackle, and matters weren't helped when 
highly regarded talents Marcus Levi and 


1B 


fs 


K 


ARZ°ORSERA 


QB 12 Adam Hall (J) 


CB 3 Ricky Sharpe (Sr.) 
CB 26 Jeff Shoate (Jr.) 
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of the defense, if not the entire team. Middle 
linebacker Kirk Morrison is a budding star 
and even earned some freshman All-America 
accolades last season despite not becoming a 
starter until Beau Trickey was lost four games 
into the season with a knee injury. Mortison 
was so good at manning the middle that 
Trickey has been moved outside, Stephen 
Larsen will be the other outside linebackers, 

SDSU is looking for a couple of good 
safeties after losing Garret Pavelko and two- 
time all-conference player Will Demps. 
Sophomores Marviel Underwood and Josh 
Dean are the favorites, though redshire fresh- 
man Marcus Demps, Wills younger brother, 
could push for a starting job. The corner- 
backs are easier to figure out. Ricky Sharpe 
will stare for the third straight season and JefF 
Shoate returns for his second as a starter. 
Sharpe had two interceptions and 11 pass 
break-ups last season. 

Brian Simnjanovski led the Mountain 
West Conference in punting (43.6) last sea- 
son and ranked 21st nationally, Tommy 
Kirovski will again handle the placekicking 
duties. Kirovski converted 10-of-13 field 
goals and scored 50 points last season. 


Depth Chart 


Offense (5) 
88 Lonnel Penman (So.) 
19 Jeff Webb (So.) 

6 ve Coney (So.) 
61. Sikoti Uipi (Se) 
‘72. Jasper Harvey (Fr.) 
70 Zach Bares (Jr.) 
T1 Nicholas Penalosa (Jt.) 
‘87 David Gorman (Jt.) 
13 Lon Sheriff (Sr.) 
‘21 James Trwvillion (Sr.) 20 Michael Franklin (Ft.) 


Defense (6) 


92 Marcus Levi (S0.) 
‘97. Sagan Atuatasi (S0.) 
49. Anthony Fol (i) 

4B Matt McCoy (Fr) 

40. Rodney Alen (St) 

33 Heath Farwell So.) 
39. Jacob Elmimian (Fr) 
40 Hubert Caliste (So.) 
'5 Marvel Underwood (So.) 30. Marcus Demps (Fr) 
42 Josh Dean (S0,) 30 Marcus Dems (Ft) 


Special Teams 
17 Tommy Kirovski (Sr.) 


1 Kassim Osgood (Sr.) 
46 J.R. Tolver (St) 

2 Ronnie Davenport (St) 
79 Brendan Darby (Jt.) 


45 Stephen Larsen (S0.) 


Sagan Atuatasi missed spring drills for aca- 
demic reasons. Jared Ritter will be one of 
the starters, and Anthony Foli, who has 
been a spot starter the past two seasons, 
could push for the other starting tackle 
spor. 

The linebacking corps is the strength 


ATHLON® 


P27 Brian Simnjanovsti (Sc) 
KR 5 Marviel Underwood (So.) 
PR 5 Maniel Underwood (So,) 


(2) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates retuming starters 


Head Coach: Tom Craft 
2002 Prediction: 7th MWC 


2001 Record (MWC): 3-8 (2-5) 
‘Qualcomm Stadium (54,000) 
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N 
S Bail Stat@;dinals 


ill Lynch is not a big fan of the 
month of September. Over the last 
four seasons, his Ball Stare Cardinals 


are 0-16 during September, opening each 
campaign with four straight losses. 

But with 15 starters back from a club that 
tied Toledo for first place in the MAC's 
Western Division, Lynch is optimistic his 
club can get off to a strong start in 2002. 


Steve Monson 


“[ really think we've made good progress 
the last few years,” Lynch says. “But it 
would be nice to win one game in Septem- 
ber, at least. We're ready as a program to 
take that next step and win some games 
early in the season. We had to hit the bot- 
tom to get back up.” 


Marcus Merriweather 

became only the second 

running back in school history 

to run for 1,000 or more yards in 
back-to-back seasons. 


Junior Talmadge Hill returns at quarter- 
back after passing for the third-highest sin- 
gle-season total in school history. One 
season after earning MAC Freshman of the 
Year honors, Hill showcased his passing 
skills as a sophomore with 1,953 yards and 
13 touchdowns. His 301 attempts were the 
second-most in BSU history and his 159 


completions rank sixth all-time. Hill has 
started 18 consecutive games, and the Car- 
dinals sport a respectable 10-8 record with 
him running the show. 

Junior Andy Roesch hasn't seen much 
action since Hill took over in the fifth game 
of the 2000 season, but he is a capable 
replacement. 

Marcus Merriweather returns at tailback 
after a second straight 1,000- 
yard season. The senior gained 
1,244 yards, scored 12 touch- 
downs and earned first-team 
AIl-MAC honors. Merriweather 
averaged 124.4 yards per game, 
ranking him second in the con- 
ference and 10th in the country. 
The Doak Walker Candidate 
needs 1,110 yards this fall to 
surpass Bernie Parmalee as the 
school’s all-time leading rusher. 

Fullback Scott Volk started 
six games last fall and will be 
pushed by sophomore Dan 
Sprouls. 

Ball State's biggest hole is at 
wide receiver, where senior Sean 
Schembra (34 receptions, 
432 yards) is the only 
returnee with appreciable 


playing experience. Jason Offense (10) 

ig Barnes, Steve Sutherland, wee eat . es 

Ryan Hahaj and Cline |feaiggapeenielie cats guteelten o 

E Planck are the leading can- | 1g 79 David Miller (St) 70 Nick Tabacca (So) 
didates to fill the void. | © 64 Colin Johnson (Sr) 77 Mike Jantzen (Jr) 

is i RG 62 Travis Barclay (Jr) 71. Jeff Ramsey (S0,) 

Wayne Washington and Michael litres \oaltomemn() 68 Adam Rothstein (Fc) 
Williams complete the crowded mix of | Te goJon ekert (St) 84 Tim Stet (St) 
inexperienced receivers. Other than | QB 25 Talmadge Hill (Jr) 12 Andy Roesch (Jr) 
Schembra, no other receiver had a catch | FB 38 Scott Volk (St) 33 Dan Sprouis (S0,) 


last season. 

The tight end spot is secure with Jon 
Eckert, who had 17 catches for 217 
yards. 

Center Colin Johnson leads a battle- 
tested offensive line that welcomes back 
four starters. Left tackle Kris Berry, left 
guard David Miller and right guard | $ 
Travis Barclay help form a solid nucleus. 
Johnson and Miller are fifth-year seniors 
while Berry and Barclay are juniors. The 
right tackle spot will go to either Joel 
Hofmann or Adam Rothstein. 

Tackle Greg Pagnard is the Cardinals’ 
only returning starter on the defensive 
line. Paul Strabavy and Jonas Williams 
will man the end positions with four 
players battling at noseguard. Keith 
Anderson is the likely starter, but Nick 


TB 44 Marcus Merriweather (St) 32 Scott Blair (So.) 


Defense (5) 
DE 45 Paul Strabavy (Jr) 94 Brad Hess (So.) 
DT 55 Greg Pagnard (Jr) 65 Conrad Slaughter (So.) 
NT 52 Keith Anderson (So.) 99 Nick Graymire (Fr.) 
DE 46 Jonas Williams (Sr.) 57. Blair Kramer (Fr,) 


LB 40 Shannon Donaldson (So.) 
LB 47 Lorenzo Scott (Jt) 
Rov 56 Justin Riley (Ir) 


CB 19 Steve Monson (St.) 
CB 1 Jesse Avant (Jt.) 
FS 2 Charles Avant (St) 


NATIONAL 


RANKING 


Graymire, Patrick Neils and Martin 
Miekczynski will also be in mix. 

Weak-side linebacker Lorenzo Scott and 
outside linebacker Justin Beriault were two 
of the most productive defensive players in 
the MAC last season. Scott led the Cardi- 
nals with 124 tackles (13 for a loss) and 
Beriault had 117 stops, which ranked him 
among the top freshman tacklers in the 
country. Middle linebacker Shannon Don- 
aldson and Justin Riley complete the Cardi- 
nals’ talented linebacker corps. 

‘Two-year starters Steve Monson and Jesse 
Avant return at the corners. Avant had two 
interceptions and seven pass break-ups last 
season. Monson led the Cardinals with nine 
break-ups and snagged two interceptions. 
Charles Avant and Jade Winchell will com- 
pete for the safety position along with Dou- 
glas Owusu. 

The kicking duties will be handled by the 
sure foot of Mike Langford, who made all 
six of his field goals and all 21 extra point 
attempts last season. 

Reggie Hodges is back after averaging 
41.3 yards-per-punt, the fifth-best single- 
season mark in BSU history. 


Depth Chart 


‘Andkico Spates (Fr) 

23 Donta Smith (Ft) 

27 Donald Crumpton (Sr) 
37 Mike Brzendine (Sr) 
44 Quentin Manley (ir) 
42 Tommy Schemibra (So) 
417 Jade Winchell (St) 


Special Teams 


31 Justin Beriault (So.) 


K 43 Mike Langford (i) 
P30 Reggie Hodges (So.) 
KR_ 83 Sean Schembra (St) 
PR 42 Tommy Schembra (So.) 


(#) Indicates number of retuning starters 
BOLD indicates retuming starters 


Head Coach: Bil Lynch 


02 Prediction: 4th 
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Rutgers, rlet knights 


reg Schiano can summarize what hes 
G looking for this season in one word. 

“Improvement,” says Rutgers’ sec- 
ond-year coach. 

Though most people will take that to 
specifically mean bettering last year’s 2-9 
record, Schiano has a much broader defini- 
tion. He wants to see improvement from an 
offense that set a Big East record for fewest 


Ryan Cubit 


points scored and a defense that allowed 
nearly 400 points. Schiano simply wants the 
Knights, who lost games by scores of 61-0, 
50-0, 80-7 and 42-0 last season, to be more 
competitive.“ We need to keep getting better, 
and that’s in all areas,” he says. 


The Rutgers offense led the 
nation by committing 42 
turnovers last year. The Knights 

also ranked last nationally in 
turnover margin and fumbles lost (21). 


Schiano is hoping his investment in quar- 
terback Ryan Cubit begins to pay dividends 
this season, Cubit, who started every game as 
a true freshman last year, produced the 
expected mixed results. He set a school record 
for passing yards by a true freshman (1,433) 
but also set a school record with 19 intercep- 
tions while directing one of the worst offenses 
in school history. The 36 points Rutgers 


166 


scored in seven Big East games were the 
fewest by a team since the league was formed. 

In his defense, Cubit didn’t have much of a 
supporting cast. The Knights’ leading rusher 
last year gained 372 yards. Their leading 
scorer was placekicker Ryan Sands with a 
mere 26 points. And the offensive line was a 
patchwork unit that was ravaged by injuries. 

Rurgers should have an improved running 
game, even though the Knights 
lost their top two rushers to grad- 
uation and Rikki Cook, the mar- 
quee recruit of 2001, transferred 
out of the program in the spring, 
The staff is excited about sopho- 
more Clarence Pittman, who 
dazzled in practice last fall while 
sitting out as a freshman due to 
academic shortcomings. 

Cubit won't lack for targets, 
thanks to a receiving corps that 
looks solid. The group is led by 
LJ. Smith, a second-team All- 
Big East tight end, with big-play 
senior Aaron Martin (20.9 yards 
per catch) and sure-handed Sean 
Carty also returning. 

The biggest reason the 
offense should improve is the 
offensive line, which appears 
to be both deep and capable, 
., Two newcomers may be 
3 good enough to start imme- 
= diately — tackle Ron Green, 
® 4 junior college transfer, and 
freshman Randy Boxill, a 6'5", 313- 
pound guard who originally committed 
to Miami. With Green, Trohn Carswell, 
Mike Williamson and Howard Black- 
wood at the tackles, Schiano moved Brian 
Duffy, who started every game but one at 
right tackle last year, to guard. Marty 
Pyscacymuka, last year’s starting left 
guard, moved to center, sending Bryan 
Boehrer, who is recovering from a broken 
leg, back to tight end. 

‘A promising defensive line and a deep, 
experienced secondary should be the 
strengths of the defense. Ryan Neill and 
Raheem Orr give Rutgers solid ends, with 
promising Alfred Peterson, who hinted at 
future stardom as a true freshman, in 
reserve. Will Burnett and Greg Pysczcy- 
muka, and backups Davon Clark and 
Gary Gibson, should offer marked 
improvement on the interior of the line. 

The biggest intrigue will be at line- 
backer, Senior Gary Brackett is the only 


K 
Pp 


‘SE 82 Aaron Martin (St.) 
LT 54 Trohn Carswell (Sr.) 
LG 77 Rich MeManis (Jn) 

© 52 Marty Pyscacymuka (Jt) 78 Mike Esposito (Sr.) 


RG 73 Brian Duffy (Sr.) 64 Rob Dinsmore (So.) 

RT 62 Mike Williamson (Jc) 69 Howard Blackwood (Sr.) 
TE 85 LJ. Smith (Sr) 83 Ed Jordan (Jr) 

FL 8 Tres Moses (So.) 9 Sean Carty (St.) 


QB 42 Ryan Cubit (So.) 
FB 94 Ray ich (Sc) 


RB 22 Clarence Pittman (So.) 43. Marcus Jones (So.) 
Defense (5) 

DE 91 Ryan Neill (So.) 39 Piana Lukabu (So,) 

DT 87 Will Bumett (Sr.) 93. Davon Clark (So.) 


DT 99 Greg Pyszczymuka (St) 95 Gary Gibson (S0,) 
DE 4 Raheem Orr (St) 

LB. 37 Brad Cunningham (So.) 
LB 41 Gary Brackett (Sr) 
LB 42 Brian Bender (Sr) 

CB 21 DeWayne Thompson (Sr) 31 Eddie Grimes (So.) 
B20 Nate Jones (Jc) 
SS 4 Nate Colon (Sr) 
FS 23 Shawn Seabrooks (Sr) 27 Jason Grant (So.) 


KR 32 Nate Jones Un) 
PR 8 Tres Moses (So,) 


(2) Indicates number of retuming starters 
‘BOLD indicates returning starters 


Head Coach: Greg Schiano 


2002 Prediction: Bth Big East 


NATIONAL 


RANKING 


returning starter, but junior Brian Hohmann 
(10 games, four starts) and promising sopho- 
more Brad Cunningham (nine games, four 
starts) both saw significant action last fall. 
Brian Bender, who missed all but three games 
last season with a knee injury, emerged from 
the spring as a starter, along with Brackett 
and Cunningham. The veterans could be 
pushed by a trio of ballyhooed freshmen — 
William Beckford, Will Gilkison and Berke- 
ley Hutchinson, one of the most highly 
recruited players Rutgers has ever landed. 
Hutchinson, however, might not be acade- 
mically eligible to play as a freshman. 

The secondary returns intact, with 
DeWayne Thompson and Nate Jones at the 
corners, tough-as-nails Shawn Seabrooks at 
free safety and Nate Colon at strong safety. 
Sophomores Eddie Grimes, Jarvis Johnson 
and Jason Grant, and senior Brandon Haw all 
saw considerable time last year as well. 

Sands, though limited in range, was 6-of-6 
on field goals last year. He'll be pushed by 
true freshman Justin Musiek. Mike Barr, who 
set school records for most punts (84), punt- 
ing yardage (3,526) and average (42.0), 
should vie for All-Big East honors. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (8) 


80 Jerry Andre (So,), 


79 Sameeh McDonald (Fr) 
61. Mike Clancy (Fr) 


46 Ted Trump (St) 
48. Troy Marion (So.) 


82 Alfred Peterson (So.) 
44. Jeremy Campbell (S0,) 
54 Cecio Brown (So.) 

49 Bran Hohmann (J) 


24. Brandon Haw (Sr) 
20 Jarvis Johnson (So.) 


Special Teams 


90 Ryan Sands (So.) 
43 Mike Barr (St) 


2001 Record (Big East}: 2-8 (0-7) 
Rutgers Stadium (41,500) 
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&sx Western Michigan... 91 


pack in the MAC or was the 5-6 record 

last season a minor bump in the road for 
Gary Darnell and his Bronco football pro- 
gram? 

Darnell would like to think the 2001 sea- 
son was an aberration, but WMU might be 
forced to take another step back before it 
returns to the top of the MAC's Western 


F Western Michigan sliding back to the 


Anthony Allsbury 


Division standings. Western heads into the 
upcoming season with questions at quarter- 
back and in the running game, and the 2002 
schedule — which features non-conference 
games with Michigan, Purdue and Virginia 
Tech — will make it difficult for the Broncos 
to win more than they lose. 


& The Broncos, the MAC’s 
worst running team a 
year ago, were outrushed by 


86.6 yards per game in 2001. 


Jonathan Drach “is our quarterback right 
now if we had to play a game today,” Darnell 
said during spring practice. Drach played in 
eight games last fall and averaged 123.5 yards 
passing per game with seven touchdowns and 
seven interceptions. Darnell expects talented 
junior college transfers Chad Munson (3,300 
yards and 32 touchdowns) and Robbie Haas 
(2,487 yards and 30 touchdowns) to fight for 


the starting job in preseason camp. 

Western Michigan struggled running the 
football last season. The Broncos scored just 
eight rushing touchdowns and averaged a 
league-low 99.9 yards per game on the 
ground. There is talent, though, in Philip 
Reed and Charles Woods, the top two pro- 
ducers during the 2001 season. Both players 
are similar in terms of speed and power. The 
coaching staff is high on redshirt 
freshmen Trovon Riley and 
Daniel Marks and expects both 
to contribute this fall. 

WMU lost its top two 
receivers to graduation, but there 
is enough quality and quantity 
coming back to make this the 
strength of the Bronco offense, 
Western returns three wide 
receivers who caught at least 20 
passes last season — Brandon 
Johnson, Kendrick Mosley, 
Antonio Thomas — and also 
boasts the league's top tight end, 
Mobolaji Afariogun. 

The receiving corps will also 
be bolstered by the addition of 
Jermaine Lewis, a second- 
team all-conference defensive 
back in 2001 who is making 
the move across the line of 
scrimmage. 

Darnell is hoping to find 
E cight offensive linemen who 
can go at fll strength all year 


r _ | © 69 Jake Gasaway (Sr.) 68 Chris Montgomery (Sr.) 
and push the offense to be more produc- | fg 75 jon garsa i) SORE 
tive. “Big doesn't mean good at this posi- | Rr 77MieNeoud\Sa) 57 ae 
tion,” says Darnell. “Linemen must learn | TE 86 Mobolaji Afariogun (Sr) 82 Anthony Kiner Ur) 
our system and be ready to play.” QB 19 Jon Drach Ur) 18 Blane Baggett Fc) 


Kevin Kramer, Jake Gasaway and C.R. 
Moulery are returning lettermen while 
Kyle Ras, Jon Garcia and Fred McCants 
are looking to make significant contribu- 
tions. 

Western Michigan features one of the 
top defensive lines in the MAC. “You give 
me two great defensive ends and two 
good cover corners and I will play any- 
one,” Darnell says. The Broncos have 
great ends in Anthony Allsbury, a first- 
team All-MAC pick last year, and Chris 
Browning. 

The interior of the line will be filled by 
veterans Jason Babin, Ryan lorillo, Jeff 
‘Westgate, Jack Gitler, and talented junior 
college transfers Jonathan Jones and Andy 
Endermann. 

The Broncos return a solid group of 


WR. 3 Kendrick Mosley (Sc) 
WR. 8 Brandon Johnson (St) 
WR_ 5 Antonio Thomas (ir) 
LT 70 Fred McCants (St) 
LG 67 Kevin Kramer (Sr) 79 


RB 22 Charles Woods (Sr) 38. 


DE 97 Chris Browning (Sr) 35 
DT 93 Jason Babin (Ir) 59 
NG 99 Jeff Westgate (Sr) 91 
DE 37 Anthony Alisbury (Sr) 90 
LB 46 Bryan Lape (Sr) 34 
LB 55 Jason Malloy (St) 33 
CB 41 SamReynolds (St) 31 


©B 21 Tony Carr (So,) 23 Kevin Coleman (Sr) 
WS 40 Jason Feldpausch (J) 47 Kevin Ford (Fr) 
FS. 36 Stephen Gubemick Jr) 25 Scott Robinson (So.) 


SS 7 Carlos Smith (Sr) 42 


linebackers led by Jason Malloy and Brian 
Lape, an honorable mention All-MAC pick 
in 2001. Lape forced a MAC-high six fum- 
bles last fall and led the team with 122 tack- 
les. Willie Miller and Erik Oleson are waiting 
in the wings providing depth. 

WMU employs five defensive backs in its 
4-2-5 scheme, and Darnell and his staff hit 
the junior college circuit hard in this area to 
help replace six defensive backs lost from last 
year’s team. Newcomers Maurice Hare, Willie 
Pope and Eugene Childs are looking to assist 
Carlos Smith, Tony Carr, Jason Feldpausch, 
Sam Reynolds and Stephen Gubernick and 
keep the Broncos on top as the best defense 
against the pass in the MAC again, 

Western Michigan finished near the bot- 
tom of the league in net punting a year ago. 
Adam Anderson will be looking to improve 
his 37.9-yard average. Robert Menchinger 
was adequate as the Broncos’ placekicker (8- 
Of II field goals; 0-of-2 beyond 40 yards), 
but the job will be wide open in preseason 
camp. 

Freshman Greg Jennings looks to make a 
name for himself as the return specialist this 
year. 


pth Chart 
Offense (4) 


80 Pat Graham (Fr) 
11 Jermaine Lewis (St) 
15 Greg Jennings (Fr) 
73. GR. Mouttry (ir) 
Kyle Ras (So,) 


Philip Reed (Jr) 
Defense (6) 


‘Nick Melcher (So.) 
Jack Gitler (So,) 
Ryan lorillo (Sr) 
Emest Osborne (S0.) 
Wile Miler (So.) 
Erik Oleson (So.) 
‘Mike Johnson (Sr) 


Jermaine Foreste (Sr.) 
Special Teams 

K 17 Robert Menchinger (So.) 

P 39 Adam Anderson (So.) 

KR 45 Greg Jennings (Fr) 

PR 3 Kendrick Mosiey (Sr.) 


(@) Indicates number of retuming starters 
BOLD indicates retuming starters 


Head Coach: Gary Da 
2002 Prediction: Sth MAC 


2001 Record (MAC): 5-6 (4-4) 
t Waldo Stadium (30,200) 
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ince the mid-1990s, Tulane has been 
Ss blessed with productive quarterbacks, 
from Shaun King, who led the Green 
Wave to its unbeaten season in 1998, to 
Patrick Ramsey, who completed his assault on 
the Tulane passing records last season. 
Now coach Chris Scelfo enters his fourth 
full season without a quarterback who pos- 
sesses the skills or experience of either. But J.P 


Mewelde Moore 


Losman, a transfer from UCLA, steps into the 
starting role. While Losman has started only 
one game in each of the past two seasons, he 
has shown an ability co put up envious num- 
bers, Losman, much more mobile than Ram- 
sey, passed for 299 yards and two scores in his 
first scart two years ago against East Carolina. 


Mewelde Moore has 

rushed for 2,311 career 

yards and caught passes for 

1,106 more. He's the first player 

in school history with more than 2,000 
rushing and 1,000 receiving yards. 


While he is athletic and a dangerous scram- 
bler, Losman has a strong arm and can throw 
the deep ball. To become the quarterback 
Scelfo needs, Losman needs to show patience 
in the pocket and resist the temptation to 
scramble. Scelfo praised Losman's progress in 
the spring, particularly his passing. 

To ease the pressure on Losman, the Green 
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Tulangocn wave 


Wave boasts Conference USAS top returning 
rusher in Mewelde Moore, one of the nation’ 
best backs. Moore, an outfielder in the San 
Diego Padres system in the summer, rushed for 
1,421 yards last fall and caught 65 passes for 
nearly 800 yards, averaging 188.2 all-purpose 
yards per game. Moore is both punishing and 
elusive. The first tackler rarely brings him down. 

Another baseball outfielder is making signif- 
icant contributions to the high- 
powered Tulane offense, Roydell 
Williams led the conference with 
11 TD receptions last fall but 
missed spring workouts while 
playing the outfield for the Tulane 
baseball ream. He struggled with 
dropped passes last year but still 
managed 886 yards on 56 catches. 

The best friend of an inexperi- 
enced quarterback is an experi- 
enced offensive line. Too bad 
Tulane doesn't have one. Seth 
Zaunbrecher is the lone returning 
starter. Center Brendon Drysdale, 
a former walk-on, played exten- 
sively at guard, and tackle Derick 
Bugg played in seven games and 
started two, but there is lite 
overall experience. 

The Green Wave intro- 
duces a new defensive system, 
one the staff hopes will keep 


ranked as the conference's 
worst unit. Tulane allowed | 
41.3 points and 490.3 yards per game last 
fall, so its debatable whether having 11 
returning starters is good news or bad news. 

Defensive end Kenan Blackmon is a vet- 
eran, having started the past three seasons. 
Tall and lean, Blackmon combines with 


LG 72 Matt Taina (Fr) 

RG cole Zam 
76 Jima’ 

| TE 88 Bobby Hoover (So.) 
-1P. Losman (i 

FB*38 Kris Coleman (Jr) 

RB 26 Mewelde | sie a pes) 


DE 85 Floyd Dorsey (st) 
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forced three fumbles and had 65 tackles. 

The secondary is the strength of the 
rebuilding defense. Three seniors — Adrian 
Mitchell, Quentin Brown and Jeff Sanchez 
— return, as does junior Lynaris Elpheage, 
one of C-USA’s best defensive backs. 

Mitchell had a team-leading 138 tackles and 
is, pethaps, the team’s best defensive player. 
Michell is steady against the pass with 10 pass 
breakups and two picks last year, and strong 
against the run. His backup, Trawick Boger, 
forced three fumbles last year and returned an 
interception for a TD. Other than Mitchell, 
Brown may be the best tackler in the secondary. 

Elpheage has scored three touchdowns over 
the past two seasons — on a fumble recovery 
in 2000 and on an interception and a punt 
return last fall. Elpheage broke up 14 passes 
and intercepted three others a year ago. 

Sanchez, one of the fastest players on the 
team, is a good cover cornerback who also 
returned an interception for a TD last year. 

Seth Marler won the Lou Groza Award as 
the nation’s best kicker last season and will get 
additional work as the team’ punter this sea- 
son, Marler was a near-perfect 15-of-16 on 
field goals and 39-of-40 on extra-points. 


ae Suan 


Tilane from another season iver 


) 
(ie) 85. Joe Train (Fr) 
er (St.) 73 Joe Mitchell (Jr) 
(So) 63. Renzi Sandras (Jc) 
87 Jerome Landry (Ft) 
41. Derrick Joseph (Sr) 
43 Brandt Quick (So.) 


62 Brendon Drysdale 


94 Chis Washington (Sc) 


Floyd Dorsey, also entering his fourth year 
as a starter, to give the Green Wave a 
respectable pass rush. Blackmon ranked 
fifth in the conference with eight sacks and 
forced three fumbles. Defensive tackle 
Roxie Shelvin has been a consistent force, 
and recovered a league-high three fumbles. 

If new defensive coordinator Eric Schu- 
mann’s defense is to make progress, it will 
take a super effort from the linebackers. 
Terry Fontenot moves from strong safety 
to strong-side linebacker, and is second on 
the depth chart behind Wesley Heath, a 
returning starter. 

Brandon Spincer, one of the top fresh- 
man linebackers in the conference a year 
ago, will start on the weak side. Spincer 


ATHLON® SPorRTS™ 


DT 99 Wallace Mateen (So.) 54 Marion Tickles (Sr) 

DT 89 Roxie Shelvin (Sr) 96 Lonnie Crayton (Jr.) 

DE 91 Kenan Blackmon (St.) 98 Brandon Rotimayer (S0.) 

LB 41 Wesley Heath (Jr) 18. Terry Fontenot (Sr.) 

LB 46 Bicke Baker (S0.) 45: Emmanuel Sewell (1) 

LB 5 Brandon Spincer (So.) 39 Antonio Mason (Ft) 

CB 43 Lynaris Elpheage (Jz) 20 Bruce Youmans Fr) 
Jeff Sanchez (Sr) 30 Darren Sapp (So.) 

‘SS 14 Adrian Mitchell (St) 23 Trawick Boger (So.) 

24 Joey Dawson (So.) 


Special Teams 
K 47 Seth Marler (Se) 
P47 Seth Mater (St) 
KR 43 Lynats Ebheage (Ic) 
PR 43 Lynaris Eipheage (Jr) 
(#) Indicates number of retuming starters 
“The 12 offensive positions represent Tulane’s multiple formations 
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WY Nevad 


WOLF PACK 
hasn't been very pretty for Chris Tormey 
I during his first nwo years as head coach at 
Nevada. Plagued by injuries and forced to 
start a number of players not far removed from 
their high school proms, the Wolf Pack have 
taken more than their share of lumps, winning 
a grand total of just five games in that span. 
But Tormey is hoping that this college 
football baptism by fire will start paying some 


Chance Kretschmer 


dividends in 2002 now that he actually has 
the makings of a v “We've 
lot of returning guys, 

got a lot of 22-ga 
experience should help.” 


in team. 


The Wolf Pack defense 
allowed 39.2 points per 


nor. last season. Two 
teams — San Jose State (64) 

and Fresno State (61) — scored 
more than 60 points against Nevada. 

Nevada must replace four-year starter 
David Neill, who leaves as the school’s all- 
time total offense and passing leader. Senior 
Zack Threadgill, who played significant min- 
utes in nine games as Neill’s backup last year 
and completed 58 percent of his passes will 
take over as the starter. “Zack has a lot of lead- 
ership qualities,” Tormey says. “We believe he 
can be very productive in our offense.” 


MIE pack 


When Tormey took over as head coach 


three years ago, he had a revolving door of 
running backs thanks in large part to a rash of 


injuries. Not any more. 

Chance Kretschmer earned freshman All- 
Am honors in 2001 and led the nation in 
rushing, averaging 157.5 yards per game and 
5.7 yards per carry. He set an NCAA fresh- 
man mark with 302 carries. He also rushed 
for 327 yards and six touch- 
downs in one game against 
UTEP. Not bad for a former 
walk-on who redshirted his first 
season in Reno and began the 
year No. 3 on the depth chart, 

Nate Burleson, who ranked 
29th in the nation with 53 
catches for 737 yards and two 
touchdowns, returns to head a 
deep group of wideouts. Tim 
Fleming, who underwent shoul- 
der surgery in the spring, and 
speedster Jermaine Brown, who 
started last season before missing 
most of the year due t0 major 
knee reconstruction, also return. 
Junior college transfer Maurice 
Mann had an excellent spring 
and figures to see immediate 
playi ying time. 
hree starters and two key 
reserves return to an offen 
ive line that made big strides 
after a disastrous 2000 cam- 
paign. “I think the improve- 
they have made is unreal,” 
Threadgill says. 

Cody Johnson returns to start for the 
third year at center where he is an honors 
candidate. Two starters from the right side 
last season, Harvey Dahl and John Ten 
nert, will be flipped to the left side thi 
season to protect Threadgill’ blind side. 

‘The defensive line is one area that must 
show strong improvement if Nevada is to 
make a big leap in the WAC standings. 
The Wolf Pack gave up 30 rushing touch- | 


ment 


downs and an average of 5.4 yards per | €8 8 Mat 


carry in 2001. Tormey did a lot of juggling 
in the spring to try to patch the holes. He 
moved standout junior middle linebacker 
Jorge Cordova to defensive end, where he 
will be joined by junior J.D. Morscheck, 
the team leader in sacks (six) a year ago, 
talented junior college transfer Keenan 
Curtis and redshire freshman Craig Bailey, 
a spring star. Chris Hines, who excelled as 
a true freshman last season, and redshirt 


freshman PJ. Hoeper are the frontrunners to 
start at tackle, 

Daryl Towns, a second team All-WAC 
choice after leading the team with 103 tack- 
les, returns and will be moved from inside 
linebacker to middle linebacker. Walk-on 
Jesse Adarme will likely take over the inside 
linebacker spot, and Carl LaGrone Jr, returns 
at outside linebacker where he finished fifth 
on the squad in tackles last season. 

Everybody recurs in the secondary which, 
depending on your point of view, could be a 
good thing or a bad thing, Nevada ranked a 
dismal 104th in the nation in pass defense, 
allowing an average of 270.6 yards per game 
and 26 touchdown pass 

The leader of the secondary is free safety 
Ronnie Hardiman, who has 19 career starts 
and is being touted as an honors candidate, 

Leondre Lewis, lon McLaughlin and 
senior Domonic Cruz all spent time starting at 
cornerback last season. 

Special teams could be Nevanda’s strongest 
area. Placekicker Damon Fine kicked a 58- 
yard field goal against UNLV and had five field 
goals in one game against Rice. Punter Derek 
Jones, who averaged 39.8 yards, is also back. 


9 Tm () 
“68. Adam Kiefer (Fr) 
72 Nick Schneider (S0,) 
7A. Stove Church (ir) 
73 Tony Wiis Fc) 
“75 David Ah Sue (Ut) 
85 Bil Lynch (Sr) 

___ 43 Andy Heiser (S0,) 


rls Barry (So.) 
56 Derek Kennard (Jt) 
93 Craig Balley (Fc) 

48. Matt Whit (50) 

44, Jamaal Jackson (F) 
‘24 Chad Conley (So) 
17 Domonic Cruz (St) 


Record (WAC): ) 


Mac mm (34,545) 
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ie a) Kent State... flashes 


in a rut? Perhaps no team in the league 

will be watched as closely as this one early 
in the season to find out the answer. Last year 
Kent State produced a winning (6-5) season 
for the first time since 1987. There is still 
much work to be done here, especially con- 
sidering Kent had the fourth-worst scoring 
offense in the league at 22.5 points per game. 


i s this a team on the rise, or a program still 


Joshua Cribbs 


Joshua Cribbs combined the running skills 
of an option quarterback (1,019 rushing) 
with enough passing ability (1,516 yards, 10 
TDs, five interceptions) to become the first 
freshman in Division I-A history to rush and 
pass for over 1,000 yards in a season. Cribbs 
proved to be very durable last season, and 
made it clear he would drop his shoulder to 
meet any tackler in his way. And that is good 
news for Kent State; there is no experienced 
backup on the roster. 


Kent State’s six wins in 2001 
equaled the program’s win total 
over the previous four seasons. 


‘The Golden Flashes have gone five years 
without a 1,000-yard tailback, and likely 
won't have one this season. 

David Alston (633 yards in 2001), Antonio 
King and Eddie Beccles aren‘ the type of backs 
to carry the ball 25-30 times per game, but all 
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three are capable of scoring from anywhere on 
the field. 

Alston is the incumbent, although his pen- 
chant for fumbling must be dealt with. King, 
at 6'0", 205 pounds, was tried at several posi- 
tions before locking in at running back. He is 
both fast and durable and had a stunning 
spring campaign. Beccles is the smallest of the 
three but the most elusive. 

Receiver is the most uncertain 
skill position of all for the 
Golden Flashes. The tight ends 
are average at best with Brycen 
Erbe and Neil Buckosh used 
more for blocking. Ditto at wide- 
out where blocking is a premium 
on the flanks to open lanes for 
the elusive Cribbs. 

KSU is planning on 6'4", 
240-pound Antonio Gates 
shedding his basketball garb for 
tight ends pads this fall. But 
only believe it when you see it. 
A strong NCAA Tournament 
showing may keep Gates’ eyes 
strictly on hoops. The most 
experienced receiver on hand is 
Joshua Bostick (21 catches, 
214 yards). Cribbs’ favorite 
target will likely be sopho- 
more Darrell Dowery, who 


school. The x-factor could 
be Reggie Gordon, a speed- 
ster who needs some consis- 
tency and tenacity to move up on the 
depth chart. 

Don’t expect a bunch of 300-pounders 
along Kent State's offensive line. Center 
Steve Smith is generously listed at 265 
pounds. Only one projected starter is 
listed at 300 or more pounds, and there 
are just two 300-pounders on the 10- 
man two-deep from tackle to tackle. 
Time will tell if they can get tough 
yardage in the red zone, or in short- 
yardage situations. 

In spring drills, the defensive line 
looked to be one of Kent State's strong 
suits. But that could be a mirage. While 
Shawn Armstead, Roy Attieh and John 
Nurczyk have loads of experience, none 
has ever been considered among the 
MAC elite. And remember, what looked 
good in the spring against relatively 
undersized, unproven KSU offensive line- 
men may not look the same against the 
likes of Ohio State and Marshall. 


ATHLON® 


played with Cribbs in high | FL 


‘SE 81 Darrell Dowery J. (So.) 26 Daryl Moore (Jr) 
LT 63 Chad Bandiera So.) 72. Jason Andrews (So,) 
LG 61 Shaun Sart (Jc) 78 Daniel Carter (Fr) 


© 52 Steve Smith (Jr) 
RG 70 Kevin Jamieson (Sr) 
RT 62 Joel Reikowski (Sr) 
TE 86 Brycen Erbe (Sr.) 


QB 9 Joshua Cribbs (So.) 14 Darry/ Polk (So) 

FB 36 Charles Newton (So.) 34 James Ruggiero (Jr.) 

TB 7 David Alston (Jr.) 27 Antonio King (So.) 
Defense (8) 


DE 2 Shawn Armstead (Sr.) 41 Nate Wesley (So.) 


DT 51 Roy Attieh (Sr.) 96. Tom Crock (J) 
DT 67 Alan Williams (Jr) 69. Daryl Evans (Jc) 
DE 48 Pierre Wilson (Sr.) 91. John Nurczyk (Sr.) 


LB 4 Anthony Henriquez (Jr)57 Bryan Weiss (Sx) 
LB 42 Josh Chileote (J) 
LB 45 Justin Gatten (Sx) 
CB 48 Justin Baugham (Sr) 21 Andre Ashley (So.) 
CB 44 Nashville Dyer (Sr) 
FS 20 Shannon Davis (So.) 
‘S$ 25 Jacon Avery (St) 


K 98 Travis Maye (Fr) 
P97 Jered Fitz (St) 

KR. 27 Antonio King (So) 
PR 27 Antonio King (S0.) 


(#) Indicates number of retuming starters 
BOLD indicates retuming starters 
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Talent-wise, the linebacking corps is per- 
haps the deepest position on the team. But 
some new faces in the starting lineup must 
be settled on. Anthony Henriquez (101 
tackles) is solid on the outside, as is steady 
middle linebacker Josh Chilcote. But its still 
unclear if senior Pierre Wilson (6'3", 275- 
pounds) will spend more time at linebacker 
or defensive end. 

Last season the defensive backfield was 
hands-down the weakest spot on the team 
going into the season. But it quickly stabi- 
Tized to the point where itis two-deep at every 
position. 

Cornerback Nashville Dyer, the leader of 
the group, had four interceptions last year. 
Free safety Shannon Davis emerged as a big- 
play defender as a true freshman when he 
recorded 97 tackles, intercepted two passes 
and returned a fumble 95 yards for a touch- 
down to seal a win over Ohio. 

Placekicker Travis Mayle still has to prove it 
in the game, but during spring scrimmages he 
was accurate from all distances. Punting 
chores are solid in the hands of Jared Fritz 
(37.9 avg), but Kent will be searching for a 
punt recurner this fall 


_ Depth Chart 


Offense (6) 
1 Joshua Bostick (Sr.) 80 DeMarkus Robinson (Fr.) 


72 Jason Ancrews (So.) 
75. Joshua Vertloeve (Jt) 
72 Jason Andrews (So) 
84 Nell Buckosh (Jt.) 


53 Jeff Jensen (Jr) 
59 Eric Mahl (So.) 


47. Gary Magee (So.) 
23. Scott Booker (Sr) 
31 Keith Roberts (So.) 


Special Teams 
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Ye North Texas... green 


orth Texas enters the season with the 
N swagger of champions and the hunger 

to prove they were worthy of last 
year’s accolades. 

Coach Darrell Dickey’s Mean Green sur- 
prised everyone by winning the inaugural 
Sun Belt Conference Championship. But a 
loss to Colorado State in the New Orleans 
Bowl ended their season with an uninspiring 


Kevin Galbreath 


mark of 5-7. The goal this year is to play 
more like the team that won five consecutive 
games, and less like the one that dropped its 
first five. With 19 starters returning, a win- 
ning season is likely, as is another run at the 
conference title. 


Last year the Mean Green 

were a perfect 5-0 when scor- 

ing more than 21 points. They 
were winless when scoring less. 


No one doubts quarterback Scott Hall’s 
powerful right arm. His gimpy left knee is 
another matter. Hall played the last four 
games with a torn ACL that required off-sea- 
son surgery. He skipped spring practice but is 
expected to be ready in August. 

Last year Hall’s passing yardage was up by 
more than 50 percent and he nearly tripled 
his number of TD tosses from six to 17. He’ 
also a threat afoot, having tied for the team 


lead in rushing scores. If he’s unable to answer 
the bell, redshirt freshman Andrew Smith will 
get the call. 

As the running game went, so did the 
Mean Green. Last year they averaged more 
than 200 yards rushing in their victories, only 
118 in their defeats. Kevin Galbreath returns 
after rushing for more than 1,000 yards. Any 
doubts about the Mean Green ground game 
were laid to rest when he burst 
out of the gate with 112 yards in 
the season-opener. Backup 
Patrick Cobbs, who is of similar 
stature and style, led all Sun Belt 
freshmen in rushing. 

George Marshall's first two 
seasons in Denton were unre- 
markable but he blossomed into 
a significant big-play receiver last 
year. He's good for a TD every 
2.9 times he catches the ball and 
he led the conference in TD 
receptions and yards per catch. 
Ja@Mel Branch and Kevin 
Howard are speedy but at 5’7” 
and 5'8" respectively, are hard to 
find in a crowd. 

Tight ends Jeff Muenchow 
(back) and Randy Gardner 
(knee) are looking forward to 
injury-free seasons. 

After losing the first five 
games, Dickey made a 
change to the offensive line 
and the Mean Green 
responded with five consecutive confer- 
ence victories. The entire unit returns 
intact. The right side is stellar with a pair 
of All-Sun Bele picks: tackle J.R. Randle 
and guard Nick Zuniga. Jonah Bense 
transferred in asa center but started the 
final seven games at left guard, alongside 
tackle Matt Turney. Andy Brewster 
returns at center after starting every game 
as a redshirt freshman. 

Defensive tackles Brandon Kennedy 
and Chris Mclver are back after starting 
all 12 games. Kennedy is regarded as the 
team’ best defensive player and at 5'10", 
325 he presents a serious match-up prob- 
lem for most opponents. He has the abil- 
ity to dominate the line of scrimmage. 

Ends Adrian Awasom and Darrell | 
Daniels both have size and are excellent 
pass rushers. Awasom got by on raw tal- 
ent as a true freshman. With a year of 
experience, look for him to have a break- 
out year, Daniels, who is new to the 


North Texas SID_ 


| DE 58 Darel Daies (Sr) 
eaeees 


(#) I 
eee 
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lineup, came off the bench to lead the team in 
sacks, 

Cody Spencer will be the most watched 
man on the team. He moves to middle line- 
backer where he replaces Brad Kassell, the 
Sun Belt Defensive Player of the Year. But 
Spencer is known for great pursuit and led 
the team in tackles. Taylor Casey has a lock 
‘on one of the two remaining jobs. Chris 
Hurd has the inside track on the other. 

All-conference selections Craig Jones and 
Jonas Buckles comprise the best safety tan- 
dem in the league. Jones registered double- 
digit tackles in four games. Buckles missed 
two games with a broken hand but led the 
conference with .56 interceptions per game. 

Corners Don McGee and Walter Priestley 
return after starting every game. McGee is a 
big-play threat who has good hands and plays 
the ball well. 

Brad Kadlubar takes over the punting and 
kicking duties from first team all-conference 
selection Jason Ball. 

The top owo return specialists are back in 
the lineup. Ty Jackson will be deep for punts 
while Ja’Mel Branch will field kickoffs, with 
help from Patrick Cobbs. 


Depth Chart 


34 Ja’Mel Branch (So.) 
8 Michael Thrash (Jr) 
74 Brandon Hooks (Jr.) 
64. Jason May (Fr) 

-) 70 tan Hobbs (Jc) 
54 Jonathan Jusiewicz (So.) 
‘59. James Thaggard (Fr) 


1 5 bat ‘88 Randy Gardner (Jr.) 


42 Andrew Smith (Fr) 
3 Michael Hickmon (Sr.) 
(St) 43 Patrick Cobbs (So.) 
Defense (8) 
‘44 Tommy Harrison (So.) 
indon | sare 97 John Ryan (Sr.) 
95. Evan Cacell ($0) 


86 20 Clay (Fr) 

24 Justin Claborn (Je) 
24. Justin Ciabor (Je) 

9 Domingue Mackey (So, 


2. Matkeith Known (So,) 
) 38 Ben Miler (Jr) 


Special Teams 


| PR 23 adem) 


icates number of returning starters 
Indicates returning 
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4, Wyoming joys 


or the Wyoming Cowboys, there hasn't 
been much to celebrate lately. In the 


two-year Vic Koenning era, Wyoming 
has lost 19 of 22 games, including all 14 
Mountain West Conference contests. Injuries 
have wreaked havoc. Home attendance has 
dropped. Frustrated fans have called for 
Koenning's dismissal. 

In 2002, though, Koenning wants the neg- 


Casey Bramlet 


ativity to stop. “We feel like we've been fight- 
ing an uphill battle ... but we cant sit here and 
dwell on the negatives,” he says. “Were tired 
of hearing that we can't do this and we can't 
do that. It’s up to us now to go out and prove 
we're better.” 


In head coach Vic Koen- 

ning’s two seasons, the 
Cowboys have allowed 519 

points in Mountain West Confer- 
ence play — 37.1 points per game. 


‘There are several question marks about this 
Wyoming team, but quarterback isn’t one of 
them, Casey Bramlet, who engineered the 
15th-ranked passing offense in the nation last 
season, is arguably the top signal-caller in the 
Mountain West. And Bramlet, stronger and 
smarter than a year ago, has barely tapped his 
potential. “He was a lot better last year than 
he was the year before,” Koenning says. “And 
he'll be even better this year.” 
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The Cowboys use a one-back set. The 
problem has been finding that one back. This 
year, Derek Armah will be the man on the 
spot. In two seasons, however, Armah has yet 
to show why Koenning has so much faith in 
him. Beyond Armah, Wyoming has little 
experience. Kit Bradshaw, junior college 
transfer Reymon Murphy and redshirt fresh- 
man C.R. Davis are all unproven options. 

The Cowboys are loaded at 
wide receiver, With Ryan 
McGutffey, Malcom Floyd, Brock 
Ralph and Scottie Vines on the 
perimeter, Wyoming is a tough 
team to defend, 

McGuffey, who ranked No. 8 
in the nation in receptions last 
year, is the true star of the group. 
Yer defenses can't afford to pay 
too much attention to him, or 
else another of the Cowboys’ 
quality receivers will burn them 
for big yardage. 

“We have the best receivers in 
the conference. I'll go on record 
as saying that,” says passing game 
coordinator Rob Phenicie. 

Tight end, unlike years 
past, figures to be crucial to 


the Cowboys’ success. Mar- . 
shall Schaap and Scott Offense (10) 
5 ae i WR85 Ryan McGutfey (Jt) 9 Jovon Bouknight(F.) 
A Sorensen are both viable La en (ix) 13 Dustin Pleasant (x) 
ee op Hoos sD the passing game. | wRgo Brock Ralph (St) _&3 Scottie Vines (S:) 
f= Senior tackles Adam | WR88 Malcom Floyd (Jr) 81 Saco BS 
EG, : Seller | ET 74 Adam Goldberg (Sr.) 59 David Gough (So 
Goldberg and Rob Keller- | 1 24 Adam Gldbers (St) 59. Dai Gout 
man are the anchors of an offensive line | ¢ 70 Trenton Franz (So.) 64 Mike Irvin (Sr) 
that must keep opposing defenses away | RG 76 Henry Randle(Jr) 63 Tim Riley (So.) 

Gorn Baral ” | RT 79 Rob Kellerman (St) 78 Brendon Avery (Ft) 
TOUS ane ___ | TE* 82 Marshall Schaap (Ir) 93. Scott Sorensen (Sr) 
Goldberg, a first-team All-Mountain | QB 44 Casey Bramlet (Jr) 11. J, Raterink (So.) 
West selection last year, is as good as any | RB 28 Derek Arman (Jt) 32 Ki Bradshaw (So) 

lineman in the conference. And Keller- Defense (6) 
man made great strides last season. It'll be | DE 99 Josh Rollins (St) | 90. Casey Adams (Jt) 
Ty Fi sho showed | BT 97 Chad Beuhler (Sx) 62 Jecob Bonde (So, 
up to center Trenton Franz, who showed | py 91 srendon Gasavan (it) 58 Tam Pritt Sc) 
promise as a freshman, and guards Henry | DE 95 Jon Aimone (St) 55 Zach Morris (So.) 
: ect, | LB 54 Herman White (Sr) 52 ohn Wilson (Sr) 
Randle ac Isaac Morales to do the rest. |p a7 Ter Ok) 15: Ryan Zodta (i) 
Simply pu, Wyoming's defensive front | Rev 7 neous Fim (0, mplieheal 6a) 
ed last season. The Cowboys 2 Es ay ee 
- 7 aaa Roderrick Jackson (J) fis Dixon (Jt.) 
allowed 2,710 rushing yards — an average | FS of nites) hate ong 
of 246.4 per game — and were consis- | $5 29 Guy Tuell (So.) 26 Tom Vincent (So,) 
tently pushed off the ball. Special Teams 


Another year of experience should help 
projected starters Josh Rollins, Brandon 
Casavan, Chad Beuhler and Jon Aimone. 
So should a few extra pounds. 

Casavan has bulked up from 240 nwo 
years ago to 285, while Beuhler added 
nearly 15 pounds of muscle during the 
off-season. 
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K 41 Janis Wal (St) 
P 46 Luke Donovan (i) 
KR 83 Scottie Vines (Sr) 
PR 83 Scottie Vines (Sr) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
“The 12 offensive positions represent Wyoming's multiple formations 
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There's a hole to fill at middle linebacker 
following the graduation of Leo Caires, who 
led the Cowboys with 101 tackles in 2001. 
But Herman White and Tyler Gottschalk 
appear capable of filling the void. Depth 
could be an issue, however. After John Wilson, 
who figures to serve as White's backup, the 
Cowboys are very thin, 

Thanks to an influx of talent from the 
junior college ranks and a simpler defensive 
scheme, Koenning is certain the Cowboys 
will be more effective in the secondary. 

Rover Jacque Finn, only a junior, is 
Wyoming's most experienced player in the 
secondary. He's also the team’ leading return- 
ing tackler, Two other starters — cornerback 
Gary Wright and safety Guy Tuell — are 
sophomores and another, safety Armand 
Woodson, is a junior college transfer. The 
other projected starter at cornerback, Roder- 
rick Jackson, made just nine tackles in 2001. 

Kicker Jarvis Wallum and punter Luke 
Donovan are among the most reliable players 
on the team. Wallum converted 20-of-23 field 
goals and ranked seventh in the Mountain 
‘West in total scoring. Donovan dropped 21 of 
his 57 kicks inside the opponent's 20-yard line. 


Depth Chart 


CoLtLteGe FooTBatt 2002 


G Troy Statf,j. ns 


roy State lines up with 16 returning 
Te this fall, all but one of whom is 
a senior. One hopes they are as poised 

as they are experienced, because the Trojans 
play eight of their 11 games away from home. 
Such is life for a team entering its second 
season asa full-fledged member of Division I- 
A. Last year Troy State represented itself well, 
winning seven games against a schedule that 


Heyward Skipper 


included Miami, Nebraska and Maryland. 

Look for a similar performance in 2002, 
and perhaps another upset like the one scored 
at Mississippi State. 


Last year, two Troy State 
players — Brock Nutter 
A and Demontray Carter — 


accounted for 78.3 percent of 
TSU's total offense. Both players 
have graduated. 


Hansell Bearden takes over at quarterback 
for standout four-year starter Brock Nutter. 
In mop-up action, Bearden threw more inter- 
ceptions than TDs. Bue with a big arm, good 
vision and a solid cast of targets, Bearden fig- 
ures to excel in a scheme that features four 
receivers in its base set. Should he falter, well- 
traveled Matt Ray is in town. Ray is at his 
fourth stop in a career that saw him stare three 
games for UNLV in 1999. 


Three running backs, all of whom will see 
action, vie for “the job vacated by all-star 
Demontray Carter. LeBarron Black held the 
job after spring drills. He’s a blue-collar 
worker with 1,000 career rushing yards to his 
credit. Big and bruising DeWhitt Betterson 
ran for 96 yards against Miami. Jermaine 
Richardson is quick and explosive like Carter 
but lacks experience. 

Heyward Skipper is the top 
wide receiver returnee and a big- 
play threat. Known for running 
precision routes, he should be 
Bearden’s primary option. Oppo- 
site Skipper is Jason Samples, 
who was second on the team in 
catches and receiving yards as a 
true freshman. 

Drew Amerson will start at one 
slot position after transferring 
from Cal State-Northridge, which 
dropped its football program. 

Last year's offensive line had 
just one returning starter. This 
year, the entire line returns intact. 
Tackles Stan Curington and 
Branden Hall are all-star candi- 
dates who played more than 
85 percent of the snaps last 
year. Curington has the most 
experience and led the team 
with 32 knockdowns. Hall is 
the more talented. Center 
Trent Garmon had off-season 
shoulder surgery but is 
expected to be full speed in the fall. 
Guards Robin Lee and Rodney Jordan 
started every game. Jordan also saw work 
at center in place of Garmon during 
spring practice. 

There are two key question marks con- 
cerning the health of the defensive line. 
Starting left end Shelton Felton and start- 
ing defensive tackle Davern Williams 
missed spring practice while recovering 
from knee and shoulder injuries, respec- 
tively. Shelton led the team with 11 tack- 
les for a loss in a reserve role. Williams is 
the line’s emotional leader. 

Whether it’s rushing the quarterback 
or knocking down passes, right end Osi | x 
Umenyiora is always near the action. 
Nosetackle Jose Gamboa also returns. 

Significant holes must be filled in the 
linebacking corps, where two starters and 
a key backup have departed. Middle line- 
backer Naazir Yamini, a senior, is the only 
returning starter. He led the team in tack- 


Toy State SID 


RT 76 Branden Hall (Jt) 
RG 55 Rodney Jordan (Sr.) 


r) 
I 74 Stan Curington (Sr) 
TE | 86 Cedric Philips (J.) 
QB 18 Hansell Bearden (60,) 
RB 33 LeBarron Black (St) 


DE 99 Shetton Feton (Sr) 
DT 96 Davern Williams (St) 
NT 93 Jose Gamboa (St) 


PR 3 Heyward Skipper (Sx) 
| (#) Indicates number of retuming starters 
returning: 
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les in 2000 and was second last season. 

Gordon Williams has won the starting job 
on the weak side. He appeared in 31 games 
but none as a starter. On the strong side, 
DeLoise Moore, a former running back and 
strong safety, was the biggest surprise of the 
spring. 

The most difficult task in the secondary is 
finding enough playing time for all the qual- 
ified talent. Right corner Rayshaun Reed was 
an AlLndependent selection. He has great 
instincts and is well-rounded in all phases. 
Freeman White is on the left corner where he 
excels in man coverage. 

Free safety Derrick Ansley is fully recovered 
from a knee injury he suffered two years ago 
and is poised to return to the starting lineup. 
Damien Coleman started the final five games 
last year as a true freshman. 

At the conclusion of spring practice, spe- 
cialist jobs were still being kicked around. 
Drew Boteler gets a tentative nod for place- 
kicking duties, though Matt Munyon, a 
transfer from Florida State, has a stronger leg, 
Roger Ridgeway lost his punting job to 
Jeremy Schatz at midseason, but Schatz left 
the team at the end of the year. 


Depth Chart 


73 James Ednards (Ft) 
70. Donnie Bostian (So.) 
59 Lee Milner (So, 
67 Lee Walls (Sr) 

‘60. Henry Tels So.) 
40. Jonathan Tomin St) 
7 Matt Ray (J) 

9. DelWnit Beterson (So, 
Defense (7) 

94 Demarcus Ware (So.) 
81 Torre Lankford (Fr) 
42. Byron Knight (Sr) 
92 Jamaal Holt (S0.) 
35 Keith Staple (Fr) 
30, Leveme Johnson (Fr) 
‘80 Bernard Davis (Fr) 

8 Johnny Faulk (Fr) 


27 Deiric Jackson (Sr) 
‘Special Teams 
12 Drew yBoteler(So,) 


ew Mexico State head coach Tony 

Samuel has buile a program that last 

year came within seven points of win- 
ning the Sun Belt, 

But with only nine starters returning, the 
Aggies have a lot of rebuilding co do. “We're 
a young team and our rate of improvement 
needs to be big each week,” Samuel says. 

A former Nebraska star, Samuel employs 


P.J. Winston 


the Power I. He also employs five former 


Huskers on his staff, so the Aggies are led by 
men who know how to win. 

Nebraska Lite, if you will. 

And that’s enough to place New Mexico 


State in the thick of the Sun Belt race. 


True to his Cornhusker 

pedigree, Tony Samuel 

has assembled an offensive 

line that averages 340 pounds 
per man. 


Buck Pierce, who can produce on the run 
ot on the fly, replaces K.C, Enzminger at 
quarterback. Pierce's one drawback is that he 
did not see much game action last season. 

Samuel vows that that this year’s backup will 
gain experience. A pair of redshirt freshmen — 
Paul Dombrowski and South Florida transfer 
Carl Scaffidi — will challenge for the backup 


job with the winner seeing considerable action. 
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Ni New Mexico S 


But Pierce is clearly ahead of both of them. 
LBack Walter Taylor is the top returnee 
and most experienced back. He's also a 
proven performer in big games — 117 yards 
against nationally ranked Arizona State as a 
freshman and 113 yards against Texas last 
year — with breakaway speed. Three players 
turned heads during spring drills. Tony Bostic 
gets a chance after seeing limited action last 
year, as does Curtis Snowton. 
Tony Irions, a high school stand- 
out from Lincoln, Neb. will also 
get a chance to perform. Marcus 
Dixon returns after starting the 
season finale at fullback. 
PJ. Winston and H.B. Briscoe 
are initial candidates for starting 
receiver jobs. Winston is a two- 
year starter and all-conference 
candidate. He led the team in 
receptions in each of the last two 
seasons and has at least one recep- 
tion in 18 consecutive games. He 
is particularly productive on 
shorter routes but can be a deep- 
ball threat. Briscoe caught at least 
one pass in 11 games last year. 
Alex Davis is a two-year 
starter at tight end who leads 
returning players in yards per 
catch. 
The offensive line is one of 
the nation’s beefiest. It is also | 
one of the most tenacious, } te 
~ allowing only 13 sacks all | & 
season, including just three in conference | Fe 
play. Team leader Shalimar Jackson has | te 
started 24 consecutive games at left 
guard. On the right side, Steve Mascorro 
moved into the starting lineup for good 
after three games. Oft-injured Steve Subia 
and Terry Givens both saw considerable 
playing time last year, Center B,J. Van 
Briesen started the last five games of "01. 
The interior defensive linemen can 
cause problems for any team in the Sun 
Belt. Nose tackle Joe Olivo was a first 
team all-conference selection as a sopho- 
more; he led the Aggies in tackles for a 
loss and tied for the team lead in sacks. 
‘Tommy Laborin started all 12 games and 
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WR 19 P.J. Winston (St) 
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A mix of unproven returnees and junior 
college transfers will vie for starting linebacker 
jobs. The leading candidate in the middle, 
Simon Ocampo, turned in some quality per- 
formances last year but was withheld from 
spring contact drills due to an injury. 

Returning letterman Travis Jones has the 
edge in a fierce battle at weak-side linebacker 
that includes Julmar Howard and junior col- 
lege standout Richard Glover, Jr. On the 
strong side, transfer Tim Patrick, who missed 
last season with an injury, has the edge over 
Torrence Price and Sean Dade, 

‘The Aggies are talented and experienced in 
the middle of the field. Strong safety Siddeeq 
Shabazz was named first team all-conference 
after tying for the league lead in tackles, Free 
safety Tyrone Gifford led the team in inter- 
ceptions but is also a pass-rushing threat, 

On the corners, Robert Candidate returns 
after missing last season with an injury. Darrell 
Bernard had an impressive season and was the 
first-team right corner during spring drills. 

Placekicker Dario Aguiniga and punter 
Brian Copple return. Aguiniga was second- 
team All-Sun Belt and has connected on 16 
of his last 23 field goal attempts. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (5) 


27 Ronshay Jenkins (Jc) 
7 HBB, Briscoe (Sr) 18. Leon Ooya (it) 

79 Terry Givens (Sr) 66. Nick Mangosing (i) 

75 Shalimar Jackson (St.) 61 Matt Sanchez (So.) 

68 B.J. VanBriesen (St) 71 Andy Dale (Jr) 

63 Steve Subia So.) 62 Brendon Chambers (S0.) 

73 Steve Mascorro (Sr) 60. Trevor Kine (ir) 

89 Alex Davis (Jt.) 88 Cis Gocke (St) 

411. Buck Perce (So, 40 Paul Dombrowski (Fr) 

2 Walter Talo (St) 23 Tony Bostic (Jr) 

44 Marcus Don (it) 36. Kermit Okamura (ir) 


Defense (4) 


‘55 Thomas Albrecht (So.) 91. Jeremiah Lay (Jr) 
‘99 Tommy Laborin (Jr) 94 Jeremy Barth (St) 
45 Joe Olivo (Jt) 74. Lionel Apineru (S0.) 
82 Greg Scaffidi (So,) 32 Traydell Bullock (So.) 
35 Tim Paick J) 51. Torrence Price (So.) 
30 Simon Ocampo (So.) 42 Jimmy Cotte (Ft) 
‘53 Travis Jones (So.) ‘37. Richard Glover (Jr) 

3 Robert Candidate (St) 5 Matt Griebel (F.) 
26 Darrell Bernard (Sc) 21. Jeremiah imperial (J) 
31 Tyrone Gifford (Sr) 15. Nick Crawford (Sr) 
28 Siddeeq Shabazz (Sr) 47. Lawrence Mcintosh (St) 


Special Teams 
412 Dato Aginiga i) 


is almost big enough to hang with the 
Aggies’ O-lin 

The Aggies are looking to replace both 
ends with Thomas Albrecht on the left side 
and Greg Scaffidi on the right emerging as 
the leading candidates. Both saw action last 
year with Scaffidi earning a couple of starts. 


ATHLON® 


Sports” 


P16 Brian Copple (Sr) 

KR 27 Ronshay Jenkins (Jt) 

PR 27 Ronshay Jenkins (Ir) 

(#) Indicates number of returning starters: 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
Head Coach 
2002 


ny Samuel 


tion: 3rd Sun Beit 


2004 Record (Sun Belt): 5-7 (4-2) 
Aggie Memorial Stadlum (30,343) 


CoLtLteGe FooTrBatt 2002 


ince joining Conference USA in 1998, 
§S ‘Army has simply fought to keep out of 
the cellar, They've averaged 1.5 confer- 
ence wins per season and have a 1-12 league 
toad recotd. The futility has had much to do 
with a lack of speed. But coach ‘Todd Berry 
feels he’s addressed that. “We have improved 
our team speed dramatically,” he says. 
Not only has he added team speed, but 


Aris Comeaux 


Berry may have also identified the quarterback 
he needs to run his multiple one-back set. 

Reggie Nevels is a gifted athlete and danger- 
ous scrambler, and he has a strong, accurate 
arm, If Nevels proves to be a quick study, Army 
may make the successful transition from the 
wishbone to the spread. 


Army ended the 2001 

6 season with a minus-16 

& turnover ratio. The Cadets 

had 33 turnovers, including a 
league-high 21 interceptions. 


Army is expected to go with a relative new- 
comer at running back, one who has the speed 
and quickness Berry covets. Ardell Daniels fin- 
ished with 131 yards against Navy; he’s an elu- 
sive runner with an explosive burst and has the 
speed to reach the comers and turn upfield. 
CJ. Young and Josh Holden combined for 
1,071 yards rushing in 2001. Young is durable 


anim Army. 


and an excellent receiver. Holden, a physical 
runner who attacks the line of scrimmage with 
authority, averaged 6.2 yards per carry. 

Wideout Aris Comeaux developed into an 
impact player last fall. He’s physical, runs crisp 
routes and possesses speed. Clint Woody and 
Aaron Alexander will battle for the starting X 
receiver position. It a spot where Berry places 
tall, rangy receivers, and Woody and Alexander, 
both 6'5", fit the description. 

At the other receiver spot, 
Chris Pestel and Lamar Mason 
will compete. Pestel has soft hands 
and the ability to pick up yardage 
after the catch. 

Tight end Alton McCallum, a 
converted running back, sat out 
last year to concentrate on acade- 
mics. With his running back 
skills, strength and hands, he 
could be an impact player. 

Veteran Craig Cunningham 

moves from right to left tackle, 
where he'll join left guard Aaron 
Burger to give Berry's new quar- 
terback some peace of mind. A 
big, physical player, Cunningham 
can dominate the line of 
scrimmage. Burger has quick 
feet and moves well along the 
line. He also has a mean 
streak that the coaches love. 
g On the right side, guard 
= Alex Moore returns after 
starting 10 of 11 games, and 
Jon Green is the leading candidate to start 
at right tackle. Moore pulls with efficiency, 
and Green has excellent size and strength. 
Mike Hastings gets the nod at center. 

Army allowed a conference-low nine 
sacks a year ago, and during one five-week: 
stretch last fall did not allow a sack. 

Berry has a pair of defensive ends who he 
feels can be a factor in C-USA. Clarence 
Holmes played both end and tackle last 
season and excelled at both spots. He can 
dominate inside. Odene Brathwaite added 
40 pounds while sitting out last season to 
concentrate on academics. The extra 
weight has not affected his speed; he still 
moves like the 230-pounder he was. "2 

Defensive tackles Seth Langston and | p 
Paddy Heiliger are solid interior linemen. 
Langston has gradually played his way into 
a starting role. Heiliger is a physical player 
with a great work ethic. 

Jason Frazier emerged as a big-play line- 
backer in the 4-4 scheme. A solid run-stop- 


ic 


Offense (5) 
WR 9 Aris Comeaux (Sr) 18 Wiliam White (So) 
WR B81 Cint Woody (Ir) BB. Aaron Alexander (So, 
WR 11 Chris Pestel (Sr) 22. Lamar Mason (So.) 


LT 79 Craig Cunningham (St.) 66 Brad Waudby (Jr) 
LG 70 Aaron Burger (Sr) 


RG 57 Alex Moore (Sr.) 
RT 65 Jon Green (Sr) 

TE 33 Aton McCallum (Sr) 
QB 7 Reggie Nevels (So.) 
RB 34 Ardell Daniels (So.) 


DE 99 Clarence Holmes (Sr) 94 Will Sulvan (S0,) 
DT 96 Paddy Helliger (Sr.) 
DT 67 Seth Langston (Si) 

DE 95 Odene Brathiaite (So,) 


LB 4 Ryan Kent (Jr) 38 Shane Radtke (Sr) 
LB 52 Jason Frazier (Sr) 48 Mike Lennox (St) 
LB 31 Greg Washington So.) 43. Joe Martine (Sr) 
LB_ 33 Mikel Resnick (ir) 32. Brian Todd (Sr) 


CB 38 Jonathan Lewis (So.) 
CB 37 Delente Brewer (So.) 
FS 4 Maurio Smith (Sr) 


KR 9 Avis Comeaux (Sr) 

PR 9 Avis Comeaux (Sr) 

(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 


Head Coa 
2002 Prediction: Sth C-USA 


NATIONAL 


RANKING 


per and a hard-nosed tackler, he has a penchant 
for the big play. Greg Washington is expected 
to move into the other inside linebacker spot. 
Washington became a big-play performer, too. 
He is a smallish inside "backer who is a tremen- 
dous athlete and flies to the ball. Converted 
quarterback Ryan Kent is slated to start at one 
of the two outside linebacker positions. 

At the other outside spot, Mikel Resnick 
steps in. He has solid football instincts, hits 
with authority and is always around the ball. 

Jonathan Lewis is a defensive back capable 
of an all-league year. He worked his way into 
the starting rotation late last year and is excel- 
lent in man coverage. Recruited as a wide 
receiver after playing QB in high school, 
Delente Brewer has an aggressive mentality 
and closes on the ball in a hurry. 

Maurio Smith, a versatile defensive back, 
was moved from cornerback to free safety dur- 
ing the off-season. Smith is a 5'9" defender 
who is physical and enjoys contact. 

Chris Castelli will take over the punting 
duties. Derek Jacobs became the first freshman 
in nearly two decades to handle the placekick- 
ing duties. He hit 8-of-11 field goals, including 
5-of-7 from 30 yards or more. 


Depth Char 


1. Steve Schmit (Sr) 

‘54. Josh Davis (Jr) 

60 Jake Holly (So.) 

62 Mark Conliffe (Ir) 

84 Mike Schwartz (Sc) 
4 Corey Sherk (So.) 
2 C.J, Young (Ir) 


Defense (6) 


53 Mike Hastings (Sr.) 


78. Trey Landry (S0,) 
‘58. Brian Horvath (St) 
91 Alan Maszarose (St) 


29 Mike Sehzve (St) 

43. Emiko Terry (Sr.) 
23. Martin Pierce (Sr.) 

Special Teams 


86 Derek Jacobs (So.) 
47 Chis Castel (Sc) 


dd Berry 
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67 Navy, . 


avy’ struggling football program hit 
rock bottom in 2001. The hapless 


N Midshipmen went 0-10 — the worst 


record in school history — and suffered their 


fourth straight losing season. 

Not surprisingly, the embarrassing showing 
cost coach Charlie Weatherbie his job. There 
was much rejoicing among the Navy faithful 
when first-year athletic director Chet Glad- 


Tony Lane 


chuk tabbed Paul Johnson as the school’ 
36th head football coach. Johnson was an 
assistant at Navy before becoming head coach 
at Georgia Southern, which he led to 62-10 
record and consecutive Division LAA 
National Championships during a five-year 
tenure. In retrospect, many Navy fans wonder 
if Johnson was largely responsible for Navy's 
strong three-year run (21-13) from 1995-97 
thanks to his innovative spread offense. 


Navy allowed 243 yards 
rushing per game in 2001, 
ranking 112th among Division 

LA teams. 


Johnson recognizes that he faces a daunting 
task, Since George Welsh left for Virginia in 
1981, Navy has suffered losing records in 17 
of 20 seasons. 

Craig Candeto came to Annapolis as per- 


haps the most highly toured recruit of the 
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lipmen 


Weatherbie era. It’s now time to find out if 
Candeto is for real. He is the only experi- 
enced quarterback in the program and clearly 
established himself as the No. | during spring 
drills. 

Fullback is the key position in Johnson's 
spread offense and requires a player with mul- 
tiple skills. Navy has a bunch of hard-nosed, 
grind-it-out types. Bryce McDonald is pro- 
jected as the primary ball carrier 
after making four starts in 2001. 
‘The 217-pounder seemed to be 
hitting his stride with 42 yards 
on 10 carries against Air Force, 
but suffered injuries (broken 
right hand, sprained ankle) that 
limited him the final five games. 

While the spread is a run- 
based, option-oriented attack, 
Johnson will not hesitate to 
throw the ball, and receiver is 
Navy's deepest skill position. 

Chandler Sims is the leading 
returnee and has the size Johnson 
covets, since receivers must be 
effective blockers in the spread. 

Undersized Dominic Bailey is 
a proven deep threat while 
sophomores Lionel Wesley, 
Brian Yarbrough and Amir 
Jenkins possess athleticism 
and speed. 

Johnson utilizes the slots 
ina multitude of ways — on 
inside handoffs, pitches and 
shore passes. Tony Lane is the only proven 
weapon coming off the edge, and Brad 
Tepper and Donnie Fricks are the only 
other slots with significant playing experi- 
ence. 

This offensive line figures to be a solid 
unit, as there are three returning starters 
and two backups who saw extensive 
action, Right tackle David Walsh, boast- 
ing a big frame and good feet, graded out 
decently while starting all 10 games in 
2001. Left guard Grant Moody is another 
10-game returning starter, and he has 
shown the speed to be able to pull and 
block defensive ends. 

The Mids ranked 112th in the nation 
in rushing defense, allowing an average of | 
243 yards per game. New defensive coor- 
dinator Buddy Green is determined to 
turn that around and wont accept the 
annual excuse that Navy is just too under- | 
sized up front. 

Senior right tackle Josh Brindel is on the 
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100 


Lombardi Award watch lise and will anchor the 
interior, He came on strong toward the end of 
2001 and led all defensive linemen with 44 
tackles, including a team-high seven for a loss. 
Junior strong-side linebacker Eddie 
Carthan had a strong spring and showed the 
defensive staff he can be an impact player. 
An injury to senior co-captain Jake Bowen 


. forced Dustin Elliott to start at middle line- 


backer as a freshman. He burst onto the scene 
with a career-high 13 tackles and a forced 
fumble at Notre Dame then followed up with 
nine tackles and an interception in the sea- 
son-finale against Army. Ben Mathews is the 
early favorite to start on the weak side. 

‘The Mids ranked dead last in the nation in 
pass efficiency defense and were particularly 
susceptible to the deep ball. 

Rover Lenter Thomas is easily the team’s 
hardest hitter. He showed great closing speed 
and explosiveness in leading the team with 98 
tackles, but he routinely bit on play action. 

Junior Paul Clarkson became a starter at 
free safety late in the season and showed 
promise. Shalimar Brazier started every game 
at left cornerback and was playing at a high 
level by season's end, 


Depth Chart 
_ ‘Offen 
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NW Duk@uc devils 


once again — is likely to struggle. The 

Blue Devils, who enter 2002 with 23 
straight losses, have all of two seniors on the 
roster. “I wish we were a year older,” coach 
Carl Franks says. 

Its hard to imagine this group being much 
better. Duke allowed 5,412 total yards last 
year, an astonishing 492 per game. A defen- 


| Fexperience wins football games, Duke — 


——— 


Chris Douglas 


sive overhaul is just the start of what needs to 
change for this team to win even one game, 
let alone climb out of last in the ACC. 


The Blue Devils allowed an 


ACC record-high 491 points 
last year — an average of 


44.6 per game. 


Franks claims that quarterback is one of his 
most stable positions, and that’s saying some- 
thing. Incumbent D. Bryant is one of the 
Devils’ wo seniors, a fifth-year guy who still 
has a tendency to force the ball into tight 
spots and has less-than-pinpoint accuracy. 
Bryant must improve on his 11-to-17 touch- 
down-to-interception ratio, and complete 
more than 48.7 percent of his passes. 
Because this is a perennially rebuilding 
program, the backups are often just as impor- 
tant as the starters, But as spring practice 
ended, Franks hadn't decided who would be 
Bryant's backup. The options are three 


sophomores — Chris Wispelwey, Adam 
Smith and Chris Dapolito, a transfer from 
Rurgers who becomes eligible this fall. 

There is no better Blue Devil than tailback 
Chris Douglas. First in the ACC and seventh 
nationally last year in all-purpose yards, the 
speedy, shifty back will start the attack, 
although he would like to increase his yards 
per carry (3.9) from last year. 

Fullback Alex Wade was the 
Blue Devils’ second-leading 
rusher a year ago (249 yards), but 
Duke's attack doesn't call for the 
fullback very often, so Wade also 
serves as the backup tailback. 

Bryant’s two favorite targets 
— wideout Ben Erdeljac and 
tight end Mike Hart and — are 
gone so Bryant will have to focus 
on a pair of sophomores, Khary 
Sharpe and Lance Johnson. Reg- 
gie Love, back from a suspension 
and from the basketball team, 
has long appeared ready to break 
out as a pass catcher, and this 
could be the year he finally does. 

The Devils completed spring 
drills without their best 
offensive lineman, tackle 
Drew Strojny, who had 
shoulder surgery following 
the season in December. 
Strojny started every game at 
left tackle in 2001, and his 
return will allow Christian 
Mitchell, a part-time guard last year, to 
take over at right tackle. Rusty Wilson 
returns at right guard, but this is not a 
group that has worked much — or 
worked very well — together. Luke Bayer 
is listed as the starting center after sliding 
over from guard, where he split time with 
Daryl Lewis last year. 

The overhaul of a defense that allowed 
6.6 yards per play begins up front, where 
the Devils will go to a four-man front, a 
new formation with lots of new faces. 

The idea is to get as much speed on the 
field as possible. So Micah Harris, for 
instance, moves from outside linebacker 
to end. Fellow end Shawn Johnson had 
perhaps the best spring of any defender. | p 
Tackle Matt Zielinski is big enough to 
plug holes, though his counterpart, Orrin 
Thompson, must keep his 6'7", 270- 
pound frame low to the ground to make 
an impact. 

If there's a strength of this defense — 


Offense (6) 
WR 82 Lance Johnson (So) 84. Reggie Love (Jr) 
UT 75 Drew Strojny (Jr) 63 Jim Moravehik (Fr.) 
LG 74 Daryl Lewis (Jr) 61 Joe Boniewicz (So.) 
= 70 Luke Bayer (Jr.) 78 Dan Mooney (So.) 
RG 68 Rusty Wilson (Jr.) 73 Chris Best (Fr.) 
RT 65 Christian Mitchell (So.) 73 Chris Best (Fr.) 
TE 80 Nick Brzezinski (Jr.) ‘87 Calen Powell (So.) 
QB 6 D. Bryant (Sr.) 10 Chris Wispelwey (So.) 
TB 4 Chris Douglas (Jr) 37 Alex Wade (Jr.) 
FB 37 Alex Wade (Jr.) 40 Zach Novak (So.) 
WR 2 Khary Sharpe (So.) 21 Senterrio Landrum (So.) 
Defense (7) 
DE 96 Shawn Johnson (J) 97 David Martin (Fr) 
DT 35 Matt Zielinski (Jr.) 56 Cory Broadnax (So.) 
DT 91 Orrin Thompson (So.) 98. Drew Ciepcielinski (So.) 
DE 55 Micah Harris (So.) 44 Chad Rice (So.) 
LB 24 Jamyon Small (Sr) 13 Giuseppe Aguanno (So.) 
LB 27 Ryan Fowler (Jr.) 45. J.T. Cape (So.) 
LB 53 Jim Scharrer (So.) 48 Phillip Alexander (So.) 
CB 15 JohnPaul Kimbrough (Fr) 8 Jamin Pastore (Fr.) 
CB 3 Kenneth Stanford (So.) 23 Brian Greene (Fr.) 
S 25 Terrell Smith (Jr.) 41 Mark Thompson (Fr.) 
S17 Nex Green (So.) 42 Anthony Roberts (Jr) 
Special Teams 
K 1 Brent Garber Ur.) 


KR 4 Chris Douglas Ur) 
PR 2 Khary Sharpe (So.) 


(2) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
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and all things are relative — it might be at 
linebacker. Ryan Fowler is the leading tackler 
and moves from the outside to the middle. 
Outside linebacker Jamyon Small is one of 
the few players who maintains his same posi- 
tion. But the group is still in flux. 

The secondary is the weak point, and when 
Douglas took a pass and romped 30 yards on 
the opening play of the spring game, it didn’t 
looka lot better. Terrell Smith started last year 
at strong safety, moved to cornerback, and is 
now back at safety. Free safety Alex Green is 
big enough to be a hard hitter, and he will 
likely beat out Anthony Roberts, who started 
the final five games a year ago. 

The comers — John-Paul Kimbrough and 
Kenneth Sanford — aren't very imposing. 
The lack of skill and speed in the secondary 
makes it imperative the defensive front put 
some sort of pressure on quarterbacks. 

Kicker Brent Garber is capable, though he 
only attempted nine field goals all of last year, 
making six. Punter Trey McDonald also 
returns for a team that averaged 6.5 punts per 
game. It would help if he improved on his 
38.4-yard average. Douglas is one of the top 
return men in the nation. 


Depth Char 


18 Trey McDonald (So.) 


uaisar Utah State... 


at Utah State. One of the nation’s most 
versatile running backs has graduated, 
leaving third-year coach Mick Dennehy 
searching for a new go-to guy on offense. 
The Aggie coach admits that White’ 
departure is a concern, but overall he feels 
much better about his 2002 team, even 
though it will face another tough schedule as 


I ife after Emmett White begins this fall 


Kevin Curtis 


one of the few Division I independents. USU 
won just four games a year ago, but did hold 
leads in 10 of the 11 games on a schedule 
which featured five teams that received bowl 
bids. 


Wide receiver Kevin Curtis, 
a former junior college 


9: transfer, led the nation with 


an average of 9.1 receptions per 
game in 2001. 


Still, the coach has high hopes for this fall. 
“We're by no stretch of the imagination going 
to challenge for a BCS bowl, but we have 
come a long ways,” Dennehy says. They will 
see how far right away with games against 
Utah, Nebraska, Iowa and BYU in the first six 
weeks of the season. 

With 20 straight starts under his belt, quar- 
terback Jose Fuentes enters his senior season 
with plenty of experience. He had the third- 


178 


most passing yards in a season at USU last year 
with 3,100. Should Fuentes have any trouble, 
fellow senior Jeff Crosbie is a more than capa- 
ble backup. Crosbie started 17 straight games 
before an injury gave Fuentes the job early in 
the 2000 season. 

There are some mighty big shoes to fill at 
tailback. David Fiefia has the inside track to 
replace White, but Roger Fernandez, the 
fastest of the bunch, and redshirt 
freshman Richard Watson are 
battling for time in the one-back 
system. “David is way ahead of 
anybody right now, but he’ still 
not as clean as he needs to be,” 
Dennehy says. 

Fiefia spent a season starting at 
receiver and was White's backup 
last year. He rushed for 116 yards 
against Fresno State in the only 
extended time he saw. 

All-America wideout Kevin 
Curtis, who topped the 100-yard 
mark nine times in 2001, will 
draw plenty of attention, which 
is all right with him. He believes 
his teammates will do just fine if 
lefe open. The coach is even 
smiling for the first time about 
his receiving corps after calling 


attention to how bad the Offense (4) 

g group was when he first | aayGianan(s) 6 Banans() 

lets are an (Se) ors (Fr) 

2 arrived. Chris Stallworth (33 | wras chris Stallworth (Jz) 82 Brandon Metee (Fc) 

= catches) and Gary Coleman | tt 79 JimNewton (Sr) 63 Donald Penn (Fr) 

(Bb canches) sth | LG 78 Luis Tullo (Se) 60 Ryan Gunstream (Fr) 
git s bi ) should help Cur- Tica aeisy 56 Mike Schepe (St) 
OR tea eae __ | RG 63 Trevor Hutton (Jc) TT Greg Vandermade (Jr.) 

Tight ends Casey Poppinga and Chris | RT 65 Brenen Bumingham (S0.) 74 Grant Calverley (Jr) 
TE 89 Chris Cooley (Ic) 81. Casey Poppinga (Sr) 


Cooley are back, but combined for just 
six receptions last year. 

Three offensive line starters were lost, 
but four players return who have stared 
at least two games in their careers. Tackle 
Jim Newton (22 consecutive starts) will 
anchor the line. Guard Luis Trujillo and 
tackle Brenen Burningham were holding 
down positions by the end of last season. 
Junior Aric Galliano redshirted last year 
and should start at center. Junior college | s 
transfers Trevor Hutton and Greg Van- | 
dermade will battle for the other guard 
position. K 

‘There was some improvement last fall | F. 
on defense — but not enough. The 
Aggies finished 105th in the nation in 
total defense, allowing 462.3 yards and 
38.3 points per game. The biggest ques- 
tion mark on the team is the defensive [iJ 
line, Four lettermen are gone and a fifth, 
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QB 13 Jose Fuentes (St) 
TB 39 David Fa Uc) 


DE 99 Jeremy Guenter (So,) 
DT 92 Ronald Tupea (So.) 
DT 73 Jorge Tapia (Jr.) 
DE 91 Nate Putnam (J) 

LB 20 Robert Watts (So.) 
LB 56 Jesse Busta (Sr.) 
LB 49 Rodney Wilson (Jt.) 
CB 2 Mak Estelle (in) 

CB 40 Ade Jimoh (St.) 


KR 28 Roger Femandez (So.) 
PR 28 Roger Femande2 (So, 


(2) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
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end Nate Putnam, is questionable with a 
shoulder injury. Dennehy does believe this 
unit is deeper than in years past, just inexpe- 
rienced. Tackles Ronald Tupea and Jorge 
Tapia, who started all 11 games a year ago, 
should anchor the middle. The other end 
position will be filled by sophomore Jeremy 
Guenter. 

Middle linebacker Jesse Busta brings plenty 
of experience to the linebacking corps. He led 
the team in tackles (100) and was second in 
tackles for a loss (13). Rodney Wilson and 
Robert Watts combined for 10 starts last year 
and will play on the outside, 

The secondary has been plagued with 
injuries and has had a rough time stopping big 
plays. Cornerback Ade Jimoh is a two-year 
starter. Mark Estelle and Andre Bala are fight- 
ing for the other cornerback spot. Derrek 
Shank, Jamar Glasper and Bryan Jackson all 
saw action at safety. 

Steve Mullins is the leading returning 
punter in the nation, He ranked fourth a year 
ago, averaging a school-record 44.8 yards. 
Dane Kidman is back to handle the place- 
kicking duties after hitting 7-of-13 field goals 
in 2001. 


Depth Chart 


7 Jeff Crosbie (Sr) 
28 Roger Femandez (So) 


Defense (6) 


94 Jim Fackrell 
64 Clint MeKell (Fr) 
70 James Robinson (So, 
51. Justin Jackson (J) 
46. Jared Johnstun (Fr) 
8 Nathan Dandhidge (So,) 
24 DJ. Brookter (So.) 
26 Andre Bala (S0.) 
20. Jerome Dennis (So.) 
2 Derrek Shank (I) 22. Bryan Jackson (Jt) 
4 Jamar Glasper (St.) 36 Ross Luna (So.) 


Special Teams 


87 Dane kidman (Sr.) 
12 Steve Mulins (Sr) 


Hick 
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MINERS. 


hat’ that old saying about going 
from the penthouse to the out- 
house? 


UTEP head coach Gary Nord knows the 
feeling all too well. Nord made quite a splash 
his first year in El Paso in 2000, directing the 
Miners to an 8-4 record and a share of their 
first-ever WAC football title en route to con- 
ference Coach of the Year honors. But 2001 


Jon Schaper 


was a season to forget for the Miners, who 
finished with a 2-9 record and ended the year 
with a seven-game losing streak. 

The good news in 2002 for the Miners is 
that 16 starters return, eight of them seniors. 


The Miner defense 

allowed 234.5 rushing 

yards per game in 2001. 

That ranked 140th nationally 
and last in the WAC. 


Sophomore quarterback Jon Schaper 
started one game during an erratic freshman 
campaign that saw him complete just 41.7 
percent of his passes with five interceptions 
and no touchdowns. Still, Nord believes 
Schaper has the potential to be a top-notch 
quarterback. “He’s got all kinds of athletic 
ability,” Nord says of the 6'2", 210-pounder. 
“He has everything you look for in a quarter- 
back in terms of size, speed, arm strength, 


UTEP UTEP crs 


intelligence and leadership. His shortcoming 
has been his accuracy, but he played an 
option-style offense in high school. I still 
think he has a chance to be really special.” 

Sophomore Omar Duarte and freshman 
Orlando Cruz, who Nord says has “excep- 
tional arm strength,” back up Schaper. 

Senior Sherman Austin, who Nord says has 
the potential to be an All-WAC player, 
returns at tailback and will be 
backed up by sophomore speed- 
ster Howard Jackson. A 2002 
WAC Indoor co-Freshman of the 
Year in track and field, Jackson 
had 199 yards rushing in UTEP’s 
final two games of the scason. 
“He's one of the fastest kids in 
the country,” Nord says. “He can 
break a long run from anywhere 
on the field.” 

Junior Rovann Cleveland, one 
of the strongest players on the 
team with a 460-pound bench 
press, will handle the blocking 
chores at fullback. 

OF the returning wide 
receivers, only senior Terrance 
Minor has played more than 
one year of Division I foot- 
ball. Nord is hoping some 
talented underclassmen — 
sophomores Dirk Dillard 
and Will Smith and redshirt 
freshmen Chris Francies and 
Aaron Givens — will be able 
to step up. UTEP’ go-to receiver very 
well could be tight end Jonas Crafts, who 
had 10 receptions in five games as a fresh- 
man before breaking his foot at Alabama. 

Senior left tackle Ariel Famaligi, who 
has started 34 of his 35 college games, 
retums to anchor the offensive line. Junior 
Trey Darilek, a two-year starter, returns at 
right tackle, and junior center Chris Kerr 
should be able to help strengthen the 
middle. Junior Robert Clayton returns at 
right guard while fifth-year senior Keith 
Warren and redshirt freshman Jose Garcia 
are competing for the left guard position. 

Nord believes the defensive line could 
be the deepest area of his team. Of the 
ight defensive linemen who played in 
the 2000 Humanitarian Bowl, seven are 
still with the Miners. A big key will be the 
health of senior tackle Bobby King, who 
missed the entire 2001 season with a back 
injury but was a major force on the 2000 
championship squad. King will battle 


Ure sO 


BOBS 
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DE 44 Karmul High (St.) 

| DT 57 Dan Kerr (Jr.) 
DI 74 Sam Clarke (Jr) 
DE 94 Rick Fette (Sr.) 
LB 43 Robert Rodriguez (So.) 33 Bubba Wiseman (Sr) 
LB 25 Camar Jackson (Sr) 86 Godwin Akinduro (So.) 
Rov Tim Woodard (Jt) 
CB 15 Weldon Cooks (St.) 
CB 6 Jahmal Fenner (So.) 

| FS 46 D.J. Walker (St.) 
SS 14 Mark Dowdy (Jt.) 


NATIONAL 


RANKING 


junior Dan Kerr for the starting spot. Juniors 
Sam Clarke and Jeremy Castillo return to 
share time at right tackle, Both defensive 
ends, seniors Karmul High and Rick Ferte, 
return, 

In the 4-2-5, the Miners use only two line- 
backers, and both starters return in Robert 
Rodriguez, who led the WAC in tackles with 
137 and earned Freshman All-America hon- 
ors, and senior Camar Jackson 

Senior free safety D,J. Walker, a two-time 
AIl-WAC choice, returns to start for his third 
consecutive season. He has 12 career inter- 
ceptions, tied for third in school history. 

Nord says senior left cornerback Weldon 
Cooks could be the Miners’ top NFL 
prospect. Junior Mark Dowdy returns at 
strong safety while junior Tim Woodard, who 
had five interceptions in his first season as a 
starter, returns at rover. Jahmal Fenner is the 
favorite at right cornerback. 

Punter Bryce Benekos and placekicker 
Keith Robinson both return after starting as 
freshmen a year ago. Benekos averaged just 
34.5 yards per punt last season but had 14 
downed inside the 20. Robinson converted 
six of his 10 field goals and 27 of his 28 PATs. 


Depth Chart 


Offense (6) 

‘82 Terrance Minor (Sr.) 81. Chris Francies (Fr) 
‘55 Ariel Famaligi (Sr) 75 Robert Espinosa (So.) ] 
74 Keith Warren (St) 79 Jose Garcia (Ft) 

52 Chris Kerr (Jt) 60 Bo Morris (So) 

53 Robert Clayton (Jr.) 64. Ben Graniello (So,) 

TT Trey Datilek (J) 75. Robert Espinosa (So.) 

83 Jonas Crafts (S0,) 89 Justin Hunt (J) 

35 Dirk Dilard(So,) 80 Will Smith (So.) 

7 Omar Duarte (S0.) 
39. Jimmy Smith (So.) 
t) 4 Howard Jackson (So.) 
Defense (10) 
95 Jeremy Evenhus (Jr) 
99 Bobby king (Sr) 
69. Jeremy Castilo (r) 
98 Gabe Willams (Sr) 


26 Matt Elwood (So.) 

9 Jared Robertson (Jt.) 
17 Brandon Yaites (So.) 
18 Marshall Sanford (Fr.) 
22: Paul Smith (Sr.) 

Special Teams 
38 Keith Robinson (So.) 
P 48 Bryce Benekos (So.) 
KR 6 Jahmal Fenner (So.) 
| PR 6 Jatmal Fenner (So.) 
| (#) Indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 


ach: Gary Nord 2004 Record (WAC): 2-9 (4-7) 


‘Sun Bow! (51,500) 


7th WAC 


ATHLONSPORTS.Com 179 


hings will be slightly out of the ordi- 
T= on offense for the 2002 Rice 

Owls. Known as a ground-oriented 
ight in 2002. 


team, the Owls may take 


Don't worry — they will continue to run 
their standard flex-bone system. But believe it 
or not, head coach Ken Hatfield has some 
ideas abour putting the ball in the air more 
often than in the past. “We feel like we have 


Kyle Herm 


the ability to throw the ball, and we threw it 
more last year than we have since I've been 
here,” Hatfield says. “We think we can do it 
more effectively because all of our quarter- 
backs and receivers are returning.” 


The Owls had at least 60 
rushing attempts in a game 


eM on seven occasions last sea- 


son. In three of those games, the 
Owls rushed for over 400 yards. 


Returning starter Kyle Herm will lead the 
way for the Owls at quarterback. Herm was 
pressed into action last year because of a pre- 
season injury to then-starter Jeremy Hurd, 
and his performance throughout the 2001 
campaign left no doubt as to who would be 
at the helm in 2002. Herm fits the Owl 
offensive mindset perfectly because of his 
passing ability and strong running skills. 
‘The running back position will again be a 
strong suit for the Owls, who return three 


180 


players who helped the school finish second 
in the nation in rushing a year ago. Vince 
Hawkins, known for his durability, will play a 
pivotal role in the two-halfback system. Clint 
Hatfield and Sean White are the other two 
running backs that will help carry the load. 

The Owls have depth at fullback, which is 
important to their ground attack. Robbie 
Beck (634 yards in ’01) is the returning 

starter, and at 5'10", 220 pounds, 
he is able to create gaping holes in 
the defense, Second-year man Ed 
Bailey will also pound through the 
line for yards. 

In years past, the Owls’ receivers 
have not been much of a factor in 
an offensive system that prides 
itselfon running the ball. This sea- 
son, however, that should change. 

Rice’s top receiver from last 
year, Gavin Boothe, is back for his 
junior campaign. Boothe has great 
hands and has a knack for finding 
the ball in a crowd. The man who 
was slated to be the starting quar- 
terback in 2001, Hurd is now 
healthy and has been moved to the 
receiver slot. Marcus Battle is 
the third receiver and enjoyed 
a productive spring. 

A lotis riding on a relatively 
untested offensive line. They 
= will be asked to protect the 
fe quarterback and open holes 
for the ground game. This | | 
group may lack experience, but they have 


good size; the average weight approaches | gp 


300 pounds. 

Left guard Keith Meyer, the only 
returning starter, is a strong blocker with 
nimble feet. Chris DeMunbrun will take 
over at left tackle, The right guard spot 
will be a toss-up between Clint Crisp and 
Mike Holman, who started six games at } 
Stanford before transferring to Rice. Cen- 


ter Ben Stephens and right tackle Greg | tB 


Wilson round out the line. 

Defensive end Brandon Green enjoyed 
a breakthrough season in 2001, when he | 
set conference and school records for 
both sacks (with 12) and tackles for a loss 
(21). Playing at the other end is Nick 
Sabula, a strong pass rusher who started 
one game last fall. B.J. Forguson, a fleet- 
footed tackle who didn’ play last season 
due to an injury, is ready to make an 
impact during the 2002 campaign. 
Jeremy Calahan and Ross Lassley are in a 


ATHLON® SPoRTS™ 


| FB 41 Robbie Beck) 
| HB 25 ‘Sean White (Sr) 
| 


| DE 87 Brandon Green (St) 
DT 96 BU, Forgison (Sx) 


battle for the spot at noseguard, 

The leader of the Owls’ defensive unit is a 
converted quarterback who made a smooth 
imarsition to inside linebacker: Jef Vanovet 
makes wise decisions on the field and will be 
counted on to hold the corps together. Justin 
Engler will be Vanover’s partner in crime at 
the inside linebacker spot. Scott Huffman, 
Gabe Howe, Julius Mitchell, Adam Herrin, 
and Brandon Boyd are competing to fill out 
the remaining spor. 

Patrick Dendy and Clifford Sparks will 
man the comers. Sparks is only 5'9", but his 
ability to turn on the afterburners makes him 
a threat to pick off his share of passes. 

Strong safety Antwan Shell has quick feet 
and is an excellent tackler, Free safety Greg 
Gatlin, who started at the strong safety posi- 
tion in 2001, has some big shoes to fill with 
the departure of starter Jason Hebert, who led 
the team with four interceptions. 

Punter Travis Hale will look to improve on 
his showing in 2001, when he averaged 
almost 40 yards per kick, Placekicker Bran- 
don Skeen must become more successful 
from long distances; he missed all six of his 
attempts over 40 yards last season. 


Depth Chart 
"Offense (4) 


23 Clint Hatfield (So,) 
18 Ed Bailey (So.) 

‘24 Thomas Lott (Fr) 
Defense (4) 

98 Pike Pickett (So.) 
so 91 Jonathan Chism (Jr.) 
ley (I) 

a 


2001 Record 8-4 (5-3) 


m (70,000) 


4 Coach: Ken Hatfield 
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#~= Akron ps 


ethaps no team in the MAC can sell 
the sizzle as well as the Zips. But 
recently something always seems to 


P 


derail the season short of expectations. 

Last year injuries and a poor defense were 
the main culprits in a 4-7 campaign. Injuries 
come with the game, An awful defense (32.7 
ppg and 470.5 ypg allowed), however, can be 
fixed. 


Bob Hendry 


Akron head coach Lee Owens fully expects 
that to happen — and quickly. “We have the 
best frone seven since I've been here,” he says. 
“We have more depth, more size, more ath- 
letic ability than any year since T have been 
here.” 


Brandon Payne needs just 

650 yards rushing in his 

senior season to become the 

No. 2 alltime rusher at Akron. 

He has 2,405 yards through three 

seasons. The Zips’ top rusher, Mike 

Clark (4,257 yards), is most likely out 
of reach. 


Sophomore Charlie Frye was one of many 
freshman quarterbacks who emerged in a big 
way around the MAC last season. Others had 
stronger arms or faster feet, but when it came 
to execution, delivery of the football and on- 
field command, Frye had few peers. He 


passed for 2,053 yards and nine touchdowns 
in his first tour through the MAC. 

Junior Nick Sparks returns as a two-posi- 
tion performer. A talented athlete who was 
the No. 1 QB last year before suffering a toe 
injury in the opener, Sparks will be Frye’ 
backup but will also be used as a wideout. 

If there is one position where the Zips 
always seem to be loaded it is at tailback. And 
this season the cupboard is over- 
flowing. Senior Brandon Payne 
returns from a knee injury to 
push starter Bob Hendry. Those 
two combined for 1,317 yards 
and 16 touchdowns in 2001. 
Both averaged better than 90 
yards rushing per game and right 
at 5.0 yards per carry. They will 
be joined by Marcus Sanders, a 
transfer from Minnesota, and 
redshirt freshman Thomas Plum- 
mer. 

The name to know at wideout 
is Matt Cherry. His sophomore 
season got off to a slow start, but 
by the end of the year he had 
delivered some solid numbers — 
48 catches, 630 yards— and 
made some acrobatic catches. 
He's 6'1", 184 pounds and 
has the ability to catch passes 
over the middle and burn the 
defense down the field. 

Sparks, the backup quar- 
terback, is another big-play 


ron SD. 


c 
threat. 

The offensive line is the big question 
mark; the Zips lost five starters here from 
last season, including their tight end. 
Owens made his mark as an offensive line 
coach, so this bunch will be sound, albeit 
young. There will be no seniors from 
tackle to tackle on the two-deep, and sev- 
eral of the juniors come from the junior 
college ranks and still have to settle in at 
the I-A level. Sophomore guard Aaron 
Conley is the only starter back from last 
year. 

The defensive line is a potential team 
strength, particularly if sophomore end 
Dwayne LeFall maintains his eligibility. 


‘ K 
He sat out last season for academic rea | § 
sons, leaving the Zips without a top pass | KR 


rusher. Seniors Ryan Schulz and Ryan 
Gargasz will be solid at the tackle spots, as 
will junior Marques Hayes at the other 
end. But they will need help behind 
them. Hayes responded to his move from 


WR 19 Morris Elington (So.) 
FL 2 Matt Cherry (Jt.) 
LT 70 Bryan Shaw (Jn) 

LG 69 Aaron Conley (So.) 


RG 62 Mike Piccrllo (Ir) 
RT 78 Jud Cummins (Jr) 
TE 33 Mike Broke (i) 

QB 5 Charlie Frye (So.) 
FB 36 Dan Basch (ir) 

RB 42 Bob Hendry (Jt) 


DE 83 Dwayne LeFall(So.) 84 Tim Wikes (Fr) 

DT 93 Ryan Schulz (St.) 98 Dorian Beard (Fr) 
DT 94 Ryan Gargasz (St) 95 Bobby Gardner So.) 
DE 86 Marques Hayes (Jt.) 54 Josh Hil (St) 

LB 44 Chase Blackbum (So.) 57 Joe Radich (So.) 

LB 54 Dione Ear Fr.) 45. Ryan Robinette (So.) 
LB 56 Ryan Myers (S.) 92. Doug Sutton (Jt) 


(CB 41 Rickey McKenzie (Jr.) 29 Greg Willams (So.) 
©B_ 8 Corvin Amos (Jr) 11 Jesse Smith (It) 
‘SS 18 John Fuller (So.) 49. Marcus Suber (Sr) 


PR 2 Matthew Cherry (Jc) 


(2 Indicates number of retuming starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 


linebacker to end with 10 tackles for a loss 
and six sacks last fall. 

Historically, Zips linebackers can run and 
hie with the best in the league. But too often 
in recent years that reputation has come 
downfield, not near the line of scrimmage. 

The talent is on hand, however, to field a 
strong linebacking corps this fall, Senior Ryan 
Myers, who led the team with 77 tackles last 
season, is the standout. Redshirt freshman 
Diontre Earl showed promise before getting 
hurt the second game of the season, 

Much improvement is needed in the 
defensive backfield. However, the Zips have 
been known to rebuild their secondary fairly 
quickly after a down season. Look for safety 
John Fuller and cornerback Rickey McKenzie 
to be sound and aggressive with full seasons as 
starters under their belts. 

Junior punter Andy Jerdon is solid (38.2 
yards per kick), but a replacement for kicker 
Zac Derr must be found. 

Hendry proved last season he is fearless as 
a kickoff return man, But Payne had his trou- 
bles fielding punts, which opened the door 
for Cherry, who responded with an average of 
16.3 yards on the 10 punts he returned. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (4) 


3. Miguel irvin (Ur) 

80 Bates Szakos (I) 

76 Justin Hen (Fx) 

65. Aaron Feller ($0, 

61 Jim Boric! (So.) 

65 Aaron Feler (So, 

71 Mike Greeskowiak (So.) 
38. Nick Fortener (Sr) 

9 Nick Sparks (J) 

25. Ashanti Barbee (So.) 
28 Brandon Payne (Sr) 


Defense (6) 


‘52 Jumbo Bridger (Jr.) 


21 Ksis Williams (Sr.) 16 Richard Spaulding (Ft.) 
Special Teams 

39 Andy Hein! (Fr.) 

46 Andy Jerdon (Jr.) 

42 Bob Hendry (Jr.) 


2001 Record (MAC): 4-7 (4-8) 
Rubber Bow! 
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he rebuilding phase is officially over for 
Te Houston Cougars. With a second 

straight recruiting class that ranked near 
the top of Conference USA, head coach Dana 
Dimel believes his team can contend for the 
league crown. “I don't think anything is ou of 
the realm of possibility for this ballclub,” he 
says. Dime is in his third year with the team, 
and he will not accept any more excuses. 


Al James 


Dimel’ first step toward contend 
ing a precise, strong-armed quarterback to get 
the ball co Houston's outstanding receiving 
corps. The top two candidates are Nick Eddy, 
a former junior college transfer, and Barrick 
Nealy, one of the Cougars’ key recruits two 
years ago, Both quarterbacks played well in 
the spring, but it appears Eddy has the slight 


advantage heading into preseason camp. 


Houston has lost 15 straight 
games. Last season marked the 
first winless season in school history. 


Sure-handed Joffrey Reynolds leads the 
way out of the backfield. In addition to col- 
lecting 818 yards on the ground last season, 
Reynolds hauled in 37 receptions for 9.4 
yards per catch. His powerful running style 
will keep defenses honest when the Cougars 
decide to launch their aerial attack. 

Anthony Evans, a highly touted recruit 


182 


Houstegusars 


who chose Houston over Kansas State and 
Oklahoma, backs up Reynolds. 

The receiving corps will be a strong suit for 
the Cougars, despite the loss of its leader and 
top playmaker Orlando Iglesias. This season 
marks the return of KeyKowa Bell, who played 
in just three games last year before injuring his 
ankle. Bell put up big numbers as a sophomore 
in 2000, collecting 54 catches for 722 yards 
and two touchdowns. Brian 
Robinson, who earned second 
team all-conference honors two 
years ago, will also help fill the 
void left by Iglesias. Brandon 
Middleton ranked second in the 
nation last fall with 24.3 yards per 
reception. His incredible speed 
and ability to break tackles help 
him rake in the much-needed 
yards after making the catch. 

The tight end position will be 
another sound component for the 
Cougars. Jonathan Pritchett and 
Stephen Cucci return from 
injuries, and Houston welcomes 
in wo of the top tight end junior 
college prospects in the country in 
Matt Matrox and Jon Clark. 

Houston's big. offensive 
line should give the Cougars’ [i 
quarterback ample time to 
throw. Center Al James and 
lefe guard Rex Hadnot have 
tremendous size and will 
look to open holes for 
Reynolds in the middle of the line. 

“Al James is evolving into an all-confer- | 
ence player,” Dimel says. “That is such a 
crucial spot and to have Rex right next to 
him is a real plus for us.” 

Right tackle Chris Wheeler, left tackle | 
‘Tyrone Green and right guard David 
Douglas fill the remaining spots up front. 

On the other side of the ball, the 
defensive ends are set. Adrian Lee will 
play on the right side, and the rough 
Quanta Jackson will play on the left. 

Dimel is looking for a better effort 
from his defensive line this fall; the 
Cougars managed only 11 sacks in 2001. 
Lee, who is incredibly quick off the line, 
accounted for two of those sacks. 

Amazingly, the Cougars are cight deep 
at linebacker. “We feel like our lineback- 
ers are so important to our defense,” says 
Dimel. “And we have eight or nine viable 
candidates for those positions.” 

Justin Davis is the lone returning starter 
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“WR 43 Brian Robinson (St) 
WR. 3 KeyKow Belt) 
WR. 8 Brandon Middleton (Jt)83 Johnny Tyson (S0.) 


© 51 Al James (Jr.) 
RG 70 David Dougas (Fr) 
(RT 


QB. 16 Nick Eddy (Jc) 
RB 1 Joffrey Reynolds (Sr) 


| LE 58 Quantaa Jackson (Sr) 90 Joe Cay (0) 


WS 29 Jermain Woodard (So) 28 Chai Davis (Sa) 
(FS 5 Hanik Milligan (St.) 


K 
P43 Jimmy MeClary ic) 
KR 8 Brandon Middleton (Jc) 

| PR 85 Gerard Daniels (S0.) 
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from last year. Damien West, a transfer from 
‘Texas A&M who sat out last season, is a force 
at middle linebacker. He has quick feet and 
moves to the ball from sideline to sideline. 

The star of the Cougars’ defense is free safety 
Hanik Milligan, who Dimel calls a pro scout’ 
dream. Milligan stands 6'3" and dishes out 
vicious licks when receivers dare come across 
the middle. “If our football team has the type 
of success we are looking for, Hanik can get 
some looks as an All-American,” Dimel says. 

Jermain Woodard enters his second season 
as the weakcside safety, and a battle rages for 
the strong-side safety spot between Jesse Sow- 
alls and Carlos Jones, Victor Malone, a return- 
ing starter, will man one of the corners. Across 
from Malone will be Roland Cola, a former 
junior college transfer who redshirted last year. 

During spring practice Houston focused 
on improving the special teams. “Wee going 
to emphasize putting more starters on special 
teams, which could make a difference in a few 
ball games,” Dimel says. 

Jimmy McClary averaged 38.1 yards per 
punt last season. The kicking duties will go to 
cither Dustin Bell or true freshman Justin 
Laird, who is highly regarded. 


Depth Chart 


Offense (7) 
‘86. Mark Hopkins (So.) 
84 Jon Clark (Jr) 


70 David Douglas (Fr) 
66 Jessie Bryant (Ft) 

TA Roy Swan (Fc) 

63 Wille Thomas Ill (So.) 
77 Rufus Williams (St) 
89 Matt Mattox (So.) 

9 Barick Neal (Fr) 

6 Anthony Evans (F) 


‘Defense (5) 


‘4 Chris Wheeler (St) 


93. Jeff Mayhew (Fe) 

95 Sharod McGowan (Fr) 
89 David Midyett i) 
32 Matt Schirmer (So.) 
45. Bryant Brown (So.) 
8 Stanford Rout (So.) 
17 Greg Hott (Sr) 

2 Carlos Jones (Fr) 


21 Levi Gaston (Fr.) 
Special Teams 
7 Dustin Bell (So.) 


(2) Indicates number of retuming starters 
Head Coach: Dana Dimel 
2002 Prediction: 10th C-USA 


2001 Record (C-USA): 0-14 (0-7) 
Robertson Stadium (32,000) 
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he statistics bore out the obvious. Ohio 
T ranked among the MAC’ worst teams 
both offensively and defensively. As a 
result, an Ohio program which won seven 
games in 2000 stumbled through a one-win 
season in 2001. 
The Bobcats, under first-year coach Brian 
Knort, were devastated by key injuries. If the 
injury bug is squashed, and some veterans 


Ray Huston 


return to past form, particularly quarterback 
Dontrell Jackson, then Ohio could be a player 
in the MAC East again. 


Ohio's scoring average 

dropped by 13.2 points 

per game from 2000 to '01. 

The Bobcats averaged 31.2 ppg 

during their seven-win season but 
dropped to 18.0 ppg last fall. 


Jackson has started 31 games over the past 
three years, but he is fighting to keep his job 
after a poor junior season (472 yards rushing, 
three TDs). The fact he is hardly a passing 
threat is no secret, although he did complete 
12-of-15 in the spring game for 71 yards. 
Jackson's average yards per carry dropped 
from 5.6 as a sophomore to 3.3 as a junior. 

Freddie Ray, while physically bigger and a 
better passer than Jackson, lacks Jackson's feel 
for the game. 


Ohid. ,cats 


Ifyou run the option, the stable better be full 
and deep at running back. That was not the 
case for the Bobcats last season; no OU back 
finished in the Top 10 in rushing in the MAC. 
The loss of Chad Brinker (393 yards, 7.4 yards 
per carry) after four games to remove a cyst 
inside his head was devastating, and nobody 


stepped up as a game-breaker in his place. 


Brinker, who rushed for 734 yards as a 


sophomore, was held out 


position will not be featured. 


league in rushing, and that 
was not the case. Certainly 
backfield injuries were a fac- 
tor, but the offensive line 
can't be given a free pass, as 
. OU's drop-off was by nearly 
fe 100 yards per game from 
© 2000. The line should be 
improved this fall with veteran center 
Doug Wooten and returning starters Eric 
Grahovac and Dennis Thompson. 
Considering the OU defense ranked as 
one of the MAC’ worst against the run 
last season (allowing 200.6 ypg rushing) 
the defensive line is an area to keep an eye 


on. As was the case with most positions | 


on the team, injuries skewed a lot of sta- 
tistics. For instance, junior noseguard Eli 
Kiener played in just six games due to 
foot injuries, but led the team in sacks 
with three. Senior noseguard Lamar Mar- 
tin led all down linemen in tackles with 
29, Ends Andre Parker and Garrett Bush 
have shown the ability to be productive 
performers, yet both have been bothered 
by a myriad of ailments. 

OU’s top five linebackers from last sea- 
son are gone, leaving a huge question 
mark going into this season. Indicative of 
the bad luck that permeates this team, 
projected junior starter at MLB Demetri 


spring drills but is expected back 
at full strength in the fall. Versa- 
tile Ray Huston, who also plays 
fullback, and redshirt freshman 
Dion Byrum had solid springs. 
If you can’t block, you proba- 
bly can't play for the Bobcats. 
Several players seem capable of 
hauling in passes on the flanks, 
including 6'3", 187-pound Joe 
Mohler (21 receptions, 269 
yards, 2TDs), But until the pass- 
ing game improves, the receiver 


Yes, the Bobcats led the league 
in rushing. But an option foot- 
ball team should dominate the 
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Taylor was discovered to have a cardiac con- 
dition in the spring, It is unknown if he will 
play again. His replacement, sophomore 
Dennis Chukwuemeka, missed four games as 
a freshman due to injury. 

Looking for a bright spor? The name is 
Bop White, and this senior cornerback could 
be looking at a professional career in the 
future. He has been a starter since his fresh- 
man season and enters his last season with 11 
career interceptions. A trio of part-time 
starters last season, Thomas Stephens, Chip 
Cox and Jonah Booker will battle for the 
other corner position with the others provid- 
ing depth and experience. OU’s leading tack- 
ler (109) from last season, safety Joe Sellers, 
moves to strong safety, leaving athletically 
gifted junior James Taylor, a converted WR, 
to roam at free safety. 

The kicking game belongs to Kevin Kerr, 
who will handle both punting and placekick- 
ing chores. He has hit on 65 percent of his 
field goals over his career, including four kicks 
of 50 yards or more. He will take on the 
punting chores as well this season, replacing 
prolific All-American Dave Zastudil, who was 
drafted last spring by the Baltimore Ravens, 


Depth Chart 


of 


Offense (5) 
SE 25 Joe Mohler (St.) Jason Caesar (St) 
60 Eric Grahovac (Sr) 54 Mike Nelson (Fr) 


L nis Thompson (Jt) 54 Mike Nelson (Fr) 
© G1 Doug Wooten (St) 64 Brian Brown (Jn) 
| RG 64 Brian Brown (Jr) 79. Paul Stanko (Sr.) 
RT 67 Cis Jackson (Sr) 79. Paul Stanko (Sr) 
| TE 81 Randy Pennington (Sr) 82 Derek Gandy UJ) 
| QB 17 Dontrell Jackson (St.) 10 Freddie Ray (J) 
| HB 29 Rey Huston (So, 44. Dion Byrum (F) 
HB 5 Chad Brinker (Sr) 7 Stafford Owens (S0,) 
FB 28 Joe Sherri (Sr) 29. Ray Huston (S0,) 
Defense (3) 
DE 99 Ande Parker Jc) 96. Keith Adamson (ir) 
| NG 54 Lamar Martin (Sr) 72 Eli Kiener (ir) 
DE 91 Garett Bush (S0,) 96. Keith Adamson (Ir) 
LB 90 Hugh Grant (ir) 38 Chis Glen (Ft) 
LB 46 Dennis Chukwuemeka (S055 Demetri Taylor (i) 
LB 59 Rich Constantine (J) 74. Pete Brately So.) 


LB 89 Wille Sherman (Jr) 3 Rob Stover (S0.) 
CB 9 Bop White (Sr.) 11 Chip Cox So.) 
(CB 13 Thomas Stephens (Ir) 37 Jonah Booker (So.) 
SS 2 Joe Sellers (Sr) 40. Bo Lebherz (ir) 
FS 8 James Taylor Ur) 40 Bo Lebherz Ur.) 


Special Teams: 
K 18 Kevin Kerr (St) 
P 48 Kevin Kerr (St) 
KR 6 Jason Caesar (Sr) 
PR 7 Stafford Owens (So) 


(#) Indicates number of returning starters 
| BOLD indicates returning starters 


2001 Record (MAC): 4-40 (4-7) 
Peden Stadium (24,000) 


Head Coach: Brian Knorr 
2002 Prediction: 6th MAC East 
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year ago Idaho was considered a top 
contender for the Sun Bele champi- 
onship. But thanks ro a brutal non- 


A 


conference schedule, the season unraveled 
into a 1-10 disaster. 

The schedule exacted a physical and men- 
tal toll on the Vandals. “You go into those big 
stadiums, look around, and before you know 
it you're two touchdowns behind,” says head 


Brandon Kania 


coach Tom Cable. 

This year’ slate is every bitas ambitious, but 
Cable makes no excuses. “The bottom line is 
we were not a good defensive football team so 
we've changed coaches and personnel.” 


The Idaho defense 


oy allowed an average of 
4s 478.1 total yards per game. 


In Brian Lindgren, the Vandals have a 
quarterback who generated impressive num- 
bers while starting three games in place of 
departed standout John Welsh. In a loss at 
Middle Tennessee, Lindgren set an NCAA 
record for total offense (657 yards) by a 
sophomore, and established four new Idaho 
marks, Adam Mallette and Michael Harring- 
ton will keep the heat on Lindgren, Mallette 
lose a hard-fought battle for last year’s backup 
job. Harrington is the brother of Oregon 


184 


standout Joey Harrington. 

Tailback Blair Lewis missed spring practice 
while recovering from torn knee ligaments. 
He was having a career year until suffering the 
injury in the sixth game of the season. In his 
absence the staff took a close look at junior 
college transfers Shung Peoples and Malfred 
Shaw. Also returning is dependable veteran 
Zach Gerstner, who saw time in the sec- 
ondary 

At fullback, all three returnees 
— Kevin O'Connell, Willie 
Sipoloa and Nate Griffin — have 
starting experience. O'Connell 
was the only one of the trio to 
carry the ball last year. 

In Chris Belser and Josh Jelm- 
berg, Idaho welcomes back two 
of its top three receivers. But the 
one that got away, Chris Lacy, 
had slightly more yardage than 
those two combined. Orlando 
Winston could break into the 
regular rotation but redshirt 
freshman Jeff Scowe and a hand- 
fal of transfers will get serious 
looks in the fall. Mike McCoy 
gives Idaho a legitimate 
option at tight end. 

While there is consider- 
able talent up front, tackle 
Jake Scott and center Matt 
le Martinez stand out from the 
crowd. Jason Cobb returns at 
weak guard, as does Robert 
Mitchell on the strong side. At 6'9", 315 
pounds, tackle Ray DeAnda is the most 
imposing physically. Seann Mumford will 
challenge for a starting job at tackle, as 
will Josh Jelinek, who moves across from 
the defensive line. 

Idaho's revamped defensive line will 
include a mix of youth and experience, 
Brandon Kania started at end last year as 
a true freshman, led the team in sacks and 
tied for the lead in tackles fora loss. Brian 
Howard broke into the starting lineup at 
tackle after two games and was a steady 
performer, Tackle Mike Jones returns 
after appearing in only three games last 
year due to a broken leg. 

Several junior college transfers could 
shake up the lineup. End Kody Kraus, an 
exceptional athlete and potentially a 
strong pass rusher, was the only one on 
campus for spring drills. The others 
worth noting are tackle Johnny Parra, end 
Kelly Nead and tackle Ryan Atoe. 


ATHLON® SPorRTs™ 


WR 8 Chis Belser (Sr) 

WR 12 Josh Jelmberg (Sr) 

WT 74 Jake Scott (Jr) 

WG 70 Jason Cobb (Jt) 

C 62 Matt Martinez (Jr.) 
SG 72 Robert Mitchell (Sr.) 
‘ST 69 Ray DeAnda (Sr) 
TE 85 Mike McCoy (Jr.) 
QB 11 Brian Lindgren (4) 

FB 44 Kevin O'Connell (Sr.) 
TB 6 Blair Lewis (Sr.) 


DE 98 Dan White (Jr) 

DT 96 Dennis Taeatafa (Sr.) 
NT 3 Brian Howard (Jr) 
RE 86 Brandon Kania (So.) 


LB 40 Patrick Libey (Jr) 35 Chad Kodama (ir) 
LB 46 Jordan Lampos (Jr) 13 Mike Anderson (Fr.) 
LB 7 Jordan Kramer (Sr) 41. James Staley (Sr) 
CB 16 Sammy Ruben (Sr) 14. Nicq Hele (St) 

(CB 32 Antuan Tobert (Jc) 4 Ed Rankin (Sr) 

S 27 Nete Nichols (Fc) 5 Tim Sams (St) 


S33 Sergio Robleto (St.) 
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Five players with game experience, includ- 
ing all three starters, return at linebacker. In 
the middle, junior Jordan Lampos has started 
since he was a true freshman. Jordan Kramer, 
the most athletic of the returnees, played 
strong safety much of last year to shore up a 
depleted secondary. Patrick Libey, a former 
walk-on with big play capabilities, earned a 
starting job after three games. 

Three starters return from a secondary that 
allowed 278 passing yards per game. So no 
job is safe. Sergio Robleto, however, appears 
to be solid at safety. He started last year as a 
junior college transfer and was the team’s sec- 
ond-leading tackler. Nick Williams started 
nine games as a true freshman and had an 
eye-opening experience. Cornerback Ed 
Rankin started ten times but will have to beat 
out Antjuan Tolbert, whose playing time was 
limited due to a concussion. Nate Nichols 
will get a serious look at safety. Senior Sammy 
Ruben and a host of junior college transfers 
will battle for time at cornerback. 

For the second year in a row, Keith Stamps 
has the edge over Brian Pope in the field goal 
department. Punter Ryan Downes is steady 
and dependable. 


Depth Chart 


Offense (8) 
1. Orlando Winston (Jr) 
83 _ Jeff Stowe (Fr) 
79. Seann Mumford (Sc) 
67 Tony Kiel (S0.) 
52 Drew Burton (Ft) 
85. Kyle Stewart (Jr) 
TT Josh Jelinek (Sc) 
£9. Luke SmithAnderson (So.) 
14 Adam Malette (S0,) 
34 ‘Nate Griffin (1c) 
20 Zech Gerstner (Jc) 
Defense (10) 
92 Jeff Edwards (Fr) 
55 Mike Jones (Sr) 
54. Jason Dutton (ir) 
95 Kody Kraus (Jc) 


23 Nick Williams (So.) 
Special Teams 


K 49 Keith Stamps (Sc) 
P47 Ryan Downes (ir) 
KR 6 Blair Lewis (Sc) 

PR 4 Orlando Winston (ir) 


(@) Indicates number of returning starters 


‘BOLD indicates retuming starters 


{Sum Bet: 3 
ithe Disre (16.000) 
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ith Burns is anxious to begin the 
Ke season and erase the painful 
memories of the Golden Hurricane’s 
al 1-10 campaign. 
The young squad went through a rash of 
injuries and a quarterback controversy that 
contributed to 10 consecutive losses and the 
school’s worst record in over 30 years, 
“When adversity happens you can either 


di 


Michael Dulaney 


fragment or pull together and become 
stronger,” Burns says. “It made us stronger 
and we have more team chemistry now.” 
‘That, along with 16 returning starce 
a solid recruiting class, has the third-year head 
coach optimistic heading into the season, 


Tulsa allowed 1,940 
yards in a three-game 


span against San Jose State, 
Oklahoma and Rice late in the 
2001 season. 


Former TCU assistant Dan Lounsbury was 
named offensive coordinator and quarter- 
backs coach during the off-season. His pri- 
mary chore in overhauling the league's 
lowest-scoring offense (17.4 ppg) is to suc- 
cessfully tutor sophomore quarterback ‘Tyler 
Gooch. 

‘Asa true freshman last year, Gooch was the 
center of attention in the quarterback contro- 


Tuls jor hurricane 


versy involving popular two-year starter Josh 
Blankenship. Despite the tough situation, 
Gooch put up decent numbers, He com- 
pleted 57.5 percent of his passes for 825 yards 
and five touchdowns, and also rushed for 361 
yards and two more scores. Perhaps more 
important, he gained the respect of his coach 
and teammates. “He's a great competitor,” 
Burns says, “He's one of those guys who is a 
leader.” With Blankenship gone 
(transfer, Eastern Washington), 
Gooch heads into the season 
entrenched as the starter, 

Tulsa needs running back Eric 
Richardson to put together a full 
season. He exploded onto the 
scene with a combined 400 yards 
rushing the final two games of 
his freshman campaign but fol- 
lowed with just 469 yards in 
2001. Kevin McKenzie and D,J. 
Barnett are two returnees who 
will also vie for time if they can 
stay healthy. 

Finding another playmaker 
like Donald Shoals, who led the 
WAC with 7.5 receptions per 
game (fifth nationally) and 
tacked up a team-leading 
908 receiving yards, will be a 
tough task, Darrell Wim- 
berly, Montiese Culton and 
3 Brandon Birks headline a list 
of unheralded wideouts, but |. 
the real impact players could | 
be a couple of transfers. Northeastern | 
Oklahoma A&M product Romby Bryant 
looked outstanding in spring practice, 
and Kansas State transfer Jerome Janet 
(pronounced Ja-ney) will have four years 
of eligibility beginning this fall. 

Tight end Jarrod Roach might be 
forced to miss the 2002 season with a 
stomach disorder. If that’s the case, Caleb 
Blankenship appears to be ready to slide 
into the starting lineup. 

‘Tulsa returns three starters on an offen- 
sive line that ranked second in the WAC 
by allowing just 17 sacks. Anthony Taylor 
provides leadership at center, and tackle 
Tony Katic and guard Matt Black are 
solid, Victor Mercado, who missed most | 
of last season due to injury, is also 
expected back. Austin Chadwick could 
excel in a full-time role. 

Burns is high on his defensive line due 
in part to the return of senior tackle Sam 
Rayburn (16 tackles for a loss). Another 
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reason for Burns’ optimism is the arrival of a 
solid corps of incoming defensive linemen, 
including junior college standouts Wil Goff 
and Tse Ogisi. 

Senior Michael Dulaney, a former Okla- 
homa transfer, is a physical player who is one 
of the top linebacl in the WAC. He 
totaled a team-leading 93 tackles (11 for a 
loss), including 12 stops against his former 
Sooner teammates. Jorma Bailey, a great ath- 
lece who began his career as a running back, 
returns as the other starter. 

Rover Keithan McCorty is a three-year 
starter but Max Kraus emerged from the 
spring atop the depth chart, Tulsa goes three 
deep at cornerback with CJ Scott, Sherman 
Steptoe and Jermaine Hope, who starred in 
the spring, Reginald Reese and Chad Smith 
will battle for time at bandit with Jeff 
bodeaux at free safery. 

Cort Moffitt, a transfer from New Mexico, 
should take over the punting duties. He 
earned honorable mention All-Mountain 
West honors after averaging 39.7 yards per 
punt for the Lobos as a sophomore. Ricky 
Tallant and Brad DeVault will battle for the 
placekicking chores. 


(60) 
a Caeeren 
65 Dustin Kline (Fr) 


Katie (Jr) 
20 Cae lentenstip 0) 
Kil 


2 Jeremy Davis (Je) 
79. Tse Ogisi (ir) 
60 Wii Goff Ur) 
37 Jason Coller 


= 
52 Ric lant (Sr. 
2 ) 
“KR 8 Jermaine Landrum (S0.) 
PR eae soe 


10 (0-8) 
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Ze Central Michigan... 


Cc entral Michigan is making strides to 
return to the MAC's elite. One of the 
dominant programs in the conference 
from the mid 1970s through the early 80s, 
CMU has fallen on hard times of late. The 
Chippewas have suffered through six consec- 
utive losing seasons and have won just five 
games in Mike DeBord’s two years in Mount 
Pleasant. 


Terrence Jackson 


There is, however, legitimate reason for 
optimism this fall. The Chips return 41 let- 
termen, including 19 starters, from the 2001 
team which finished 3-8. “We were more 
competitive last season,” says DeBord, a for- 
mer offensive coordinator at Michigan. “Now 
we need to win.” 


Linebacker James King tied 

an NCAA Division | record 

when he blocked four punts in 

CMU's 35-21 loss at Michigan 
State last year. 


Both Derek Gorney and Derrick Vickers, 
who shared the quarterback position a year 
ago, return. But neither quarterback was very 
effective; Gorney passed for 831 yards and 
five TDs while Vickers added 1,156 yards 
passing and seven TDs. If the Chippewas 
want to move up in the standings, they will 
need more consistent production from the 


186 


quarterback position. “I don't care if irs a 
senior or a freshman, we are going with the 
guy who gives us the best opportunity to 
win,” says DeBord. 

Junior Terrence Jackson earned second- 
team all-conference honors after rushing for 
1,194 yards and 10 touchdowns. The 230- 
pounder can run inside or outside and has 
good receiving skills coming out of the back- 
field. The Chips have quality 
backups in Kenan Lawhorne 
(5.1 yards per carry) and speedy 
Robbie Mixon. 

Central is one of the rare 
teams that still utilizes the full- 
back position. Adam Supianoski 
is an excellent blocking back. 

The top three wideouts return 
in Rob Turner, Rod Means and 
Willie Hill. This trio accounted 
for nearly 60 percent of the 
team’s receiving yards a year ago 
but was also. responsible for 
many of the Chips’ 43 dropped 
balls. Freshmen Obed Genaille 
and Markus Naves may con- 
tribute right away. 

Central has a quality tight 
end in sophomore ‘Tory 
Humphrey, who averaged 
9.9 yards per catch and 
added three touchdowns. 

DeBord is also a former 
= offensive line coach at Michi- 
gan and takes great pride in 
developing linemen in his program. The 
Chippewas line should be the team's 
strength after helping pave the way for 
199 rushing yards per game while allow- 
ing just 18 sacks in 2001. 

Guard Kyle Croskey should finally 
receive the all-conference accolades that 
have eluded him in his previous three sea- 
sons asa starter. Other returning linemen 
include Adam Kieft, Paul Brieger and 
Derek McLaughlin. 

Three starting defensive linemen 
return from a unit that was at the front of 


WR 18 Rob Tuer (St.) 
WR 16 Rod Means (Sr.) 
{UT 73 Tom Langton (J) 


LG 60 Derek McLaughlin (J) 63 Paul Brieger (Sr) 


© 69 Eric Ghiaciuc (S0,) 

RG 57 Kyle Croskey (St) 
RT 70 Adam Kieft (So.) 

TE 85 Tory Humphrey (So.) 
QB 15 Derek Gorney (Sr.) 
FB 49 Adam Suplanoshi (Jt) 
‘TB 29 Terrence Jackson (Jt.) 21 Kenan Lawhome (1) 


DE 44 Cullen Jenkins (St.) 
NG 58 Marvin Smith (Sr) 
DT 91 Jay Davidson (Jr) 

DE 98 Matt Reynolds (Sr.) 


LB 54 Jovan Clarke (St,) 45. Anthony Tyus (So.) 
LB 31 Darvin Lewis (Sr) 50 Robert Bentley (So,) 
‘LB 53 Ed Hillery (Jr.) 45 Anthony Tyus (So.) 


LB 24 James King (So.) 
CB 32 Derrick Holoman (So.) 23 Fabrice Raymond (Ft) 
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have playing experience and are looking to 
become bigger playmakers. 

The coaching staff believes Jovan Clarke 
(96 tackles in 2001) and Darvin Lewis are 
two of the best linebackers in the conference. 
Anthony Tyus emerged during the spring and 
may push Clarke for the starting role. Ed 
Hillery and James King also return to this 
improving unit, 

In a league that features outstanding quar- 
terbacks at almost every stop, having quality 
defensive backs is a must. “We are going to 
have very athletic corners back there and I 
expect Derrick Holoman be a real surprise,” 
says DeBord. 

Holoman, a sophomore who played in 
seven games asa true freshman, will be joined 
by returning letterman Ron Bartell and 
Dante McKnight, who is making a switch 
from wide receiver to cornerback. Fabrice 
Raymond and freshman Dennis Doe look to 
contribute. 

The punting chores are in good hands with 
the return of Brian Brandt, who averaged 
40.1 yards per kick last fall. The placekicking 
duties are wide open, however, ater the grad 
uation of four-year starter Paul Savich, 


Depth Chart 
‘Offense (10) 
1 Obed Genaille (Fr.) 


9 Willie Hill (Jr) 
2 ate 


65 Joe Myler (Fr.) 

61. Brandon Pitzer (So,) 
77 Dean Zarafonetis (Fr) 
186 Dave Kurzen (S0,) 
“10 Derick Viokers (J) 
32 Bryan Lindstrom (So.) 


Defense (9) 
56. Mat Wohlgemuth (J) 
99 Kalani Muragin (So,) 


74 Dominic Mancini (Jt) 
55. William Brookshire (So.) 


34 Omari Colen (So.) 


the second-worst rush defense in the | FS emenpurr (eo) bomisdeele) 
MAC. Central gave up 208 yards per Special Teams : 
game on the ground, but veteran ends 
Cullen Jenkins and Matt Reynolds, along | 5 4p aren grat (y 
with tackle Marvin Smith, hope to | KR 32 Derick Holoman (So,) 
change that statistic. “We want to stop | PR 25 DatteMekoigt Us) 
the run and become a great tackling | (#) incicates number of rtuming starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 


team,” DeBord says. William Brookshire, 
Jay Davidson, Dominic Mancini, Mor- 
gan Sheppard and Matt Wohlgemuth all 
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Head Coach: Mike DeBord 2001 Record (MAC): 3-8 (2-6) 


Kelly/Shorts Stadium (30,199) 


2002 Prediction: 6th MAC West 
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lor Buffalo, it has been about progress. 

| its fourth season since rejoin- 

ing Division I-A in 1999, the Bulls 

have seen their win total climb from zero to 

two to three in the first three years with the 
big boys. 

Now, the team is trying to take the next 

step. “Clearly the next step in the evolution in 

this program is a winning season,” says sec- 


Chad Bartoszek 


ond-year coach Jim Hofher. In order for that 
to become a reality, the Bulls will have to get 
production out of a green quarterback, find 
six new starters among its front seven on 
defense and survive a schedule that Hofher 
says is the toughest of the four Buffalo has 
faced as a Division LA member. 


Buffalo allowed just two pass- 

Y ing yards in a 44-0 victory 

over Ohio last year. It was the 

Bulls’ first shutout since returning 
to Division I-A in 1999. 


Randall Secky entered spring practice as 
the only quarterback with experience on the 
roster; and he exited spring practice as the No. 
1 signal caller, Despite off-season elbow 
surgery, Secky held off all competitors in the 
spring and will be counted on to fill the shoes 
of departed three-year starter Joe Freedy. 
“He is certainly a work in progress,” 


Hofher says of the sophomore who played in 
four games in 2001. “But mentally he’s been 
very sharp and physically he’s been good.” 

Buffalo's running game emerged in the sec- 
ond half of the 2001 season, and junior Mar- 
quis Dwarte will look to continue that 
momentum into 2002 and lead the team in 
rushing for the third consecutive season. 
Dwarte is one of the stronger players on the 
squad despite checking in at 5'6” 
and 170 pounds. 

Buffalo features some talent 
and experience in the pass-catch- 
ing department. Andre Forde is 
healthy after breaking his collar- 
bone in the Kent State game late 
last year. Forde had been the 
team’s leading receiver to that 
point with 23 catches. 

Joining Forde is speedster 
Maurice Bradford, who averaged 
a team-high 14.2 yards per 
reception. Also expected to be in 
the mix of Hofher’s spread 
offense is Matt Knueven, con- 
verted quarterback Adam John- 
son and Dan Lindsay. 

At tight end, Chad Bar- 
toszek will try to repeat last 
year’s All-MAC performance 
(42 catches, 441 yards). 

Buffalo certainly took its 
lumps with an inexperienced | 
offensive line last season, but 
© the unit matured as the sea- 
son progressed and there is hope that 
experience will pay off this year, 

Sophomore center Eric Weber will 
return to anchor the line, and right guard 
Bric Zeppuhar and right tackle Jeft Mills 
also return from last year. On the left side, 
tackle Matt Baniewicz returns to the pro- 
gram after taking a leave of absence, He 
started 10 games in 2000. He will replace 
Andy Avery, who was forced to give up 
football due to injury. At left guard, Dan 


Minocchi and Ted Howard will battle in | cp 


fall camp for the final slot. } 
‘There will be four new faces along the 

defensive front for the Bulls, yet Hofher 

says, “surprisingly, we feel good about 


» K 5 Dallas Pelz 
where we are. P ioe | 
Junior college transfer Rashad Clark | KR 81 Ane Forde (Sr) 


turned in a strong spring and will team 
with Rob Schroeder on the interior of 
the defensive line. Marcus Clarett will 
move to the outside and start opposite 
Anthony Andriano. 


“DE 50 Marcus Claret (1) 
“NG. 80 Rob Sctvoeder 


“PR 81 Andre Forde (S1.) 
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Buffalo is thin at linebacker, with only 
middle linebacker Lamar Wilcher returning 
with significant starting experience. Deonne 
McClelland was moved from his safety slot in 
the spring and impressed the coaching staff 
with his nose for the ball and his quickness. 
He will start at weak-side linebacker, while 
the strong-side backer probably will not be 
determined until fall camp. 

The strength of the Buffalo defense is 
along the back line, where three starters 
return to a unit that was second in the MAC 
in pass defense. 

J.J. Gibson led the Bulls with 108 tackles 
from his strong safety slot, and he will be 
joined ar free safety by converted cornerback 
Mark Graham. Mike Lambert will return at 
one cornerback position, while former wide 
receiver Dahnel Singfield should start oppo- 
site Lambert after sitting out 2001 due to aca- 
demic difficulties. 

The kicking game is in solid hands with 
returnees Scott McMahan at punter and Dal- 
las Pelz at kicker. McMahan averaged 38.9 
yards per punt, while Pelz nailed nine straight 
field goals at one point in 2001, his first sea- 
son as a starter. 
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ine ») 
ie ord (St) 82 ere 
75 Alex Alvarez (Ir) 
69 Ted Howard (Fr) 
64 Kevin Dunn (Jc) 
77 Wiliam Pais (S0.) 
74 Zachary Love (Fr) 
.) 27 Marvin Brereton (Sc) 
43 PL Piskonk (Ft) 


‘Defense (4) 


53. Kitk Berry (Fc) 
94 Craig Johnson Ss) 
(i) 


‘umber of retuming starters. 
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t has become standard for selected 
| UConn football players to arrive at prac- 

tice each day wearing construction hats. 
Irs an honor that has to be earned through 
hard work. The hard hats also symbolize 
what's happening with the Huskies’ football 
program as whole. 

“We'te under construction,” 


says UConn 
t's one piece at a time.” 


coach Randy Edsall. 


“Jamal Lundy 


The Huskies are building a Division I-A 
program from the ground up, literally and fig- 
uratively. Twenty-five miles west of Storrs, in 
East Hartford, a 40,000-seat stadium is rising 
from an old airstrip. It will be finished in time 
for the 2003 


eason. 


The Huskies had only two offen- 

sive plays that gained over 50 

yards last season and only two run- 
ning plays over 25 yards. 


Meanwhile, Edsall (9-24 in three seasons) 
has been the frenetic project manager of a 
football team coming together faster than 
might be detectable to the naked eye, Like the 
stadium, the Huskies may only be a year or so 
away from becoming more than a blip on the 


radar screen, 

UConn has a quarterback to build around 
in 6'5" sophomore Dan Orlovsky, one of the 
18 starters back ftom last season's 2-9 squad. 
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“=, Connecticut... ;... 


‘The Huskies will face the most challenging 
schedule in school history. UConn has 
defending National Champion Miami, 
Boston College and Georgia Tech in the first 
six weeks of the season, and Vanderbile, Tem- 
ple and Iowa State in the second half of the 
schedule, 

“IvS a pretty tough schedule. It's very 
demanding,” says junior defensive lineman 
Uyi Osunde, “But we all have 
a positive attitude.” 

Orlovsky, who had nine 
touchdown passes and 11 
interceptions as a true fresh- 
man last fall, has a chance to 
put UConn on the map. He 
has a keen understanding of 
the game and a strong, accu- 
rate arm. Redshirt freshman 
Jermell Williams, who may 
have the best arm on the team, 
should be the backup, with 
sophomore Keron Henry, a 
good runner but erratic passer, 
also in the mix. 

If junior running back 
Chandler Poole can remain 
healthy, the Huskies could 


achieve better balance. 
UConn rushed for an 
average of 2.3 yards per | 


carry last season. Sopho- | 
more Chris Bellamy doe: 
nit always run with much 
which could 
open the door for one of three talented 
incoming freshmen — aulley, 
Cornell Brockington and LeChaz. Green. 
Receiver is the deepest position on the 
team and will serve as a perfect comple- 
ment to Orlovsky. Speedy redshirt fresh- 


purpose, 


Terry 


a home run threat that has been missing 
from the attack the last few seasons. 
Senior Wes Timko, junior O'Neil Wilson 
and sophomore Jasen Ridley round out 
the top four, but will be pushed by Cliff 


man Brandon Young, 

Senior tight end Tommy Collins is a 
sure-handed receiver. 

The offensive line is probably the } 
weakest area of the ream because of youth 
and inexperience. The oldest player in the 
group is left guard Nick Graby, a junior 
transfer who is new to the system. There's 
a redshirt freshman at right tackle (Grant 
Preston) and sophomores at center (Brian 


K 
Pp 
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| WR 82 Wes Timko (Sr.) 
me -3 Cliff Hill (Jn) 


‘ Gray (J) 

| © 54 Brian Markowski (So.) 58 ily Irvin (S0.) 
RG 64 LeAndre Dupree (So.) 67 Jason MoKee (S0.) 
LRT 78 Grant Preston (Fc) 

| TE 42 Tommy Colins (St) 
| QB 44 Dan Orlovsky (So.) 
- RB 28 Chandler Poole (Jr) 


4 , "DE 95 Hakeem Kashama (Ir) 
man Jason Williams will give the Huskies | oT 
ial eeat Meee) 


‘Tyler King ( 

i 24 Jamal Lundy (St) 

LB 43 Razul Wallace (Sr) 

‘LB 11 Mauice Loyd (So.) 

CB 2 Justin Perkins (So.) 

“CB 7 Roy Hopkins (Sr) 

Hill and Matt Cutaia and, possibly, fresh- | $$ 
i FS 22 Terrance Smith (Jt.) 


KR 17 Matt Cutzia(So.) 
PR 3 Cliff Hill Ue) 


| (#) indicates number of retuming starters 
| BOLD indicates returning starters 
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Markowski), right guard (LeAndre Dupree) 
and left tackle (Ryan Krug). 

Senior tackle Greg Smoot leads a strong 
group of defensive linemen. The return of 
defensive ends Hakeem Kashama and 
Osunde, who were medical redshirts last sea- 
son, is a big boost. Tackle Sean Mulcahy has 
plenty of experience, and end Tyler King led 
the team with 5, ks in 01, 

Senior linebackers Jamal Lundy and Razul 
Wallace are extremely physical and active in 
the 4-3 set. Sophomore Maurice Lloyd is cut 
from the same mold, while sophomore Alfred 
Fincher is smart and talented. Overall, 
though, the group is thin, 

There is good depth in the secondary, led 
by strong safety Chris Meyer, who sets the 
tone with his merciless hitting, and comner- 
back Justin Perkins, Free safety Terrance 
Smith is a playmaker, while senior Roy Hop- 
kins lends experience at the other comer. 

The kicking game should be one of the 
strongest areas of the team. Kicker Marc 
Hickok hit 12-of-17 field goals. Punter Adam 
has been busy the last two seasons with 
137 punts; he’ averaged 39.7 yards and had 
only three blocked. 


88 O'Neil Wilson Jc) 
17 Matt Cutaia (S0.) 


_WR 80 Jason Wiliams (Fr) 9 Jasen Ridley (So.) 


79 Steve Cully (St.) 

‘85. Richard Bellina (Jt.) 
19. Jermelt Williams (Ft.) 
34 Chris Bellamy (So.) 


Defense (10) 


97 Uyi Osunde (Jr) 

53. Warren Spivey (So,) 
92. Ryan Bushey (Jr) 
61 Frank Quagliano (St) 
20 kinnan Heriot (S0.) 
48. Aled Fincher (S0,) 
47 Taurien Sowell (F.) 
12 John Fletcher (So.) 
+32 Marion Jones (S0,) 
27 Trenton Jones (ie) 
23 Corey Mckinney (Fr) 


Special Teams 


'8 Mare Hickok (Sr) 
© Adam Coles (ir) 


Greg Smoot (Sr.) 


ris Meyer (Jt.) 


(Coach: Randy Eds 
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oem UL-Monroe ,\- .,; 


jor two years the Louisiana-Monroe Indi- 
F:: have had to grin and bear it to the 

tune of a 3-19 record, But no one can 
blame them for feeling positively giddy about 
their prospects for the 2002 campaign. 
Granted, there are some significant question 
marks — nor the least of which is the quarter- 
back position — and a winning season might 
be a bit of a stretch, Bue with 18 retuming 


Maurice Sonnier 


starters, ULM figures to have a fighting chance. 


For his part, fourth-year head coach Bobby 
Keasler is making no excuses. “We havent 
taken shortcuts,” he says. “We've played fresh- 
men and sophomores. But we're a veteran foot- 
ball team now and it time to produce. 


Louisiana-Monroe will play six 

home games for the first time 

since stepping up to Division |-A 
status in 1994. 


Maybe it’s not fair for the Indians to hang 
their hopes on the arm of a quarterback who 
has never played a down at the collegiate level. 
But such is the case with Adam Gatlin, who 
emerged as the starter during spring drills. 

A classic dropback passer, Gatlin steps in 
for Andy Chance, who quit football after sus- 
taining a series of concussions. Gatlin, whose 
last game action came in 1999 as a high 
school senior, will be the first pupil of Tommy 


Condell, ULM’s third offensive coordina- 
tor/quarterbacks coach in as many years. 

If Gatlin falters, the Indians will rurn to the 
more mobile Daniel DaPrato, a junior college 
transf 

ULM's running game improved by 28 per- 
cent last year but it was still a dismal 73.6 
yards per game. This year’s ewo-back align- 
ment will feature the massive Ivory Brown 
(5'11", 273), who could prosper 
at fullback after playing tailback 


a year ago. 
The move also means more 
touches for tailback a 


Jacobs, the Indians’ leading 
rusher, who weighs almost 100 
pounds less than Brown but is 
one of the squad’s best athletes. 

‘The Indians welcome back their 
top five receivers from a year ago. 

Vincent, who posted a pai 
of 100-yard games, is the leading 
Sean Brown needs 
catches to crack the top 10 
on ULMSall-time lise, 

‘Tight end Ben Wright is com- 
ing off a productive year after 
injuries forced him to line up 
at center and tackle in 2000, 
Not listed on the two-deep is 
H,J. Adams, a ight 
games who skipped. spring 
drills to recover from of 
expected 


[ousiene Monroe SID 


back in the fall. 
Perhaps the biggest reason for opti- 
mism is the offensive line, where four 
starters return, As a unit, the line was 
much improved in 2001, giving up only 
26 sacks after surrendering 50 the 
before, Robert Aguirre, who started every 
game at center, saw considerable action at 
Teft tackle during the spring, Returning 
starters Shane Luna and Zack Sims man 
the guard positions, Leo Pruneda will 
start at right tackle with Larry Pink pen- 
ciled in on the left. A preseason all-con- 
ference selection last year, Pink missed the 
entire season with a knee injury sustained 
in training camp. He sat out spring drills 
but will return for two-a-days, 

With 10 starters returning, there’ only 
one hole to fill on defense, But the spot 
vacated by all-conference tackle Donald 
Malveaux is a formidable one. Jamond 
Mason-Taylor, who made two starts in 
2001, will get a chance to step up. 

Elsewhere, the line features two players 


WR ( 
ir éa Lary Prk (St) 76 
Le 74 Zack sin 


RG 78 Shane Luna (Jr) 
RT 75 Loo | irae) 
-84 Ben Wrigt 


onde (Jt 
| DT 59 J in Mason Cem o7 HE 
DE 89 Marbrae Wilson (Fi) 

LB 42 John Winchester (: 

LB 45 Maurice Sonni 
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who started every game: left end John 
‘Thompson, the line's best pass rusher, and 
nosetackle Corey Conde. Right end Maynard 
Johnny appeared in 10 games, nine as a 
starter, 

Maurice Sonnier lined up at both outside 
and middle linebacker, and he hit hard and 
ran fast ftom both positions. He leads an ath- 
letic tandem that also includes John Win- 
chester. Sonnier, one of the top defensive 
players in the Sun Belt, led the Indians in 
tackles and is their best pass rusher. 
the secondary is deep and experienced 
with seven players returning who started two 
or more games, Leading the unit are free 
safety Chris Harris and tight corner Seneca 
Lee. Harris started every game but one as a 
redshirt freshman and was third on the team 
in tackles, Lee is expected to start for the third 
consecutive year, Also returning is left corner 
Cash Mouton, who started as a freshman. 
Others who figure to see plenty of action are 
AJ. Bocard and Damien Richard. 

Midway through the season, all kicking 
duties were turned over to Tyler Kuecker. He 
brought immediate stability and credibility to 
the kicking game. 


Depth Chart 


85. Brandon Hebert (J) 
ais aoe 


fampton (So) 
~ 70 Kenny Ordeneaus (Ir) 
52. Hayden Wadsworth (80) 
73. Ben Zapata (i) 
74. Josh Wade (Jr) 
88. Dwayne Donald (Ir) 
40 Daniel DaPrato (ir) 
44. Jeremy Hammock (So.) 
EE Keith Thomas (St) 

(10) 


ims | (St) 
sre (Jt) 


“95. Brennan Bertrand (Sr) 
‘58. Lloyd Brimme (So.) 


r(dn) 42 Carlos Hughes (Sr) 
n (S0.) 7 Mikal Henry (J) 
(st) 27. Jaron James (80) 
fin Moore (So0,) 


s +19 Sha ard (I) 
FS 5 Chris Haris 3 Calvin Hall (So,) 
a I Teams 
K 31 TWlerKuecker (Ir) 
“31 Tyler Kuecker (Ir) 
8 Bryant Jacobs (Sr: 


Sh: Bobby Keasler 
Molone Stadium (30,427) 
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Be San Jose State... 


1 paper, things look pretty bleak for 
the San Jose Stare Spartans. Only six 


starters return from last year’s 3-9 
squad, including one from a defense that 
ranked dead last in the nation in total 
defense. 

Of the team’s 13 games, an almost 
unheard-of nine are on the toad, including 
two against Big’Ten heavyweights Ohio State 


Marcus Arroyo 


and Illinois, as well as Washington and Stan- 
ford from the Pac-10. 

If that isn’t enough, rumors are circulating 
that the Spartans could soon be joining the 
ranks of Cal State Northridge, Cal State 
Fullerton and Long Beach State as California 
state universities who were forced to drop 
football because of budget woes. None of 
which seems to faze second-year head coach 
Fitz Hill. 


San Jose State finished 

last in the nation in total 

> ex in 2001. The Spar- 

tans allowed 500.8 yards per 
game. 


“You hear a lot of that (about dropping 
football), but you dont let that gee in front of 
your mission,” Hill says. 

Hill is also counting on big things from a 
recruiting class that includes three junior col- 
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lege All-Americans, who could make a quick 
impact. 

Marcus Arroyo returns at quarterback and 
is expected to start for the third consecutive 
season, though Hill says he will not 
announce his starter until preseason camp. 
Arroyo enjoyed one magical night in an oth- 
erwise mediocre season. In the Spartans 
64-45 win over Nevada, the senior com- 
pleted 21-of-26 passes for 476 
yards and five touchdowns. In 
San Jose State’s 11 other games, 
Arroyo managed just 1,429 
yards and threw 14 interceptions 
and eight touchdowns. 

Sophomore Beau Pierce, and 
junior college transfer Scott 
Rislov also are getting strong 
looks from Hill. 

The Spartans lose two good 
running backs in Deonce 
Whitaker and Jarmar Julien. 

Hill is high on three sopho- 
mores who performed well in 
limited duty last season. Tiny 
Lamar Ferguson (5'5", 143) fin- 
ished third on the squad in rush- 
ing behind Julien and 
Whitaker and averaged 5.2 
yards on his 58 carries. 
Clarence Cunningham aver- 
aged 5.1 yards on his 18 car- 
ries while Lance Martin was 
one of the stars of spring 


253), who started at defensive tackle last | 1 7) soreontaves (is) sin Ar 
season, has been moved to fullback. ee ae eee raty Meas eg ee 
The receivers could be the team’s | QB 2 Marcus Arroyo (Sr) 15 Beau Pietce (So.) 


strength despite the fact that record- | FB 45 Sand Mles(Sc) 34 Joahen Mean!) 
breaker Edell Shepherd is gone. a egy 
That's because senior Charles Pauley, Defense (1) 
who had 41 receptions and was eighth in | Paaae sive | 
the WAC in all-purpose running, returns, | pr sasetiom (i) $3 Joncas 
as does junior Tuati Wooden, who had 37 | DE 44 Chip Kimich (Sx) 95 Justin James (Fr.) 
eardhies: | LB 20 Luke La Herran (Sc) 29. Mike Liranan(So.) 
Sawer a 5 «| EB 9 Paul Okumu (Jn) 27 Philip Perry (ir) 
Senior Marcus Helfman and junior | {g +7 pranfonsn(Se) 3 Mio! Seth) 
Courtney Anderson are the tight ends. | eB. 37 Ashanti Davson lc) Quiney Washington (J) 
Along the offensive line, the Spartans | €8 _ NatoVial ic) 28 Shaun Ftcer (St) 
oo Cae three Sa vera ancien 
tackle Tim Provost, a three-year starter, call Te 
anchors the unit. Also back is left guard | ¢ nee REVOLT 
Joseph Hayes. 5 | P39 Micheel Car (St) | 
With Miles moving over to fullback, | xr 10 chats Pauley Sx) | 
every position on the defensive frontis up | PR 10 Chates Paley (S:) | 


for grabs. 

One spot that Hill believes will be 
much improved is tackle where Adonis 
Forrest (6'3", 294) and first-team junior 
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college All-American Eddie Brown Jr. (6°3", 
295) add some much-needed beef to what 
was an undersized line. Seniors Chip Kim- 
mich and Ethan Allen and junior Steve Nash 
are the frontrunners for the starting defensive 
end spots. 

The good news is senior outside line- 
backer Luke La Herran and junior inside 
linebacker Paul Okumu are back healthy 
and figure to start again for a unit decimated 
by injury in 2001. Junior college transfer 
Philip Perry will also battle for playing time 
at inside linebacker while senior Brian Fore- 
man and junior Michael Smith should see 
time at outside linebacker. 

In a conference where a number of teams 
use sophisticated four- and five-wide receiver 
passing attacks, the secondary can make or 
break a defense. 

Junior Zack Rance moved from linebacker 
and will stare at strong safety. Among those 
battling for playing time in this inexperienced 
defensive backfield will be junior Melvin 
Cook, who started the first half of the 2001 
season, and a trio of junior college corner- 
backs — Ashanti Davison, Mario Vital and 
Quincy Washingron, 


60. Mark Manning (Fr.) 


CoLLEGE FooTtBaLt 2002 


n spite of a 3-8 record, Louisiana- 
Lafayette was noticeably improved a year 
ago and came within four points of break- 

ing even in the Sun Belt. But that was not 
enough to save head coach Jerry Baldwin's 
job. He was replaced by Rickey Bustle who, 
for the last seven seasons at Virginia Tech, 
tutored such stalwarts as Jim Druckenmiller 
and Michael Vick. 


Jon Van Cleave 


Bustle inherits a team that is regarded as 
one of the most athletic in the league, but is 
probably a year or two away from making a 
run at the league title. In the meantime, they 
are anything but pushovers and should be a 
lot of fun to watch. 


The Ragin’ Cajuns play 

LSU this fall for the first 

time since 1938. UL 

Lafayette, previously known as 

Southwestern Louisiana, has never 
defeated LSU. 


No one is putting quarterback Jon Van 
Cleave in the same category as Bustle’s for- 
mer pupils. But he has to love the junior’ 
NEL size and sizzling numbers from last sea- 
son. Van Cleave shattered many school 
records formerly held by ex-New Orleans 
Saints QB Jake Delhomme. Van Cleave 
passed for 200 yards or more in seven games 


UL-Lafayeti¢,,. cajuns 


and completed 55 percent of his passes. 

The Cajuns have a capable back in Jerome 
Coleman. A punishing runner, Coleman 
posted solid numbers last year (625 yards 
rushing, 10 touchdowns) in spite of nagging 
injuries that limited his playing time and pro- 
duction. Beyond Coleman, there are no expe- 
rienced runners returning. The diminutive 
Dontrell Davis is in Coleman's shadow, figu- 
ratively and literally. Senior full- 
back Blake Bourque did not have 
a single rush last season and is 
not likely to have many this year. 

Four of the top five receivers, 
including the top two, are back 
for the Cajuns. This position is as 
competitive as it is deep. Top 
returnee Nick Dugas (60 catches, 
616 yards, three TDs) was named 
second-team All-Sun Belt but 
was listed behind Andre George 
(24 catches, 267 yards) after 
spring practice. Frederick Stamps 
is the most explosive member of 
the unit. “Fred’s a big-play guy 
and he’s got to really stay 
focused,” says Bustle. “The guys 
who can make big plays, you 
want to keep giving them 
the opportunity.” 

Josh Joerg is slated to start 
again at tight end. 

Tet? dle. Toustho 
Raush, a second-team all- 
conference selection, is the | © 
leader of the youthful offensive line that 
allowed only 10 sacks in conference play. 
Ar left guard, Greg Hodges was running 
ahead of last year’s starter, D’Anthony 
Batiste. On the right side, Demetrios 
Brooks returns at tackle where he will be 
playing beside redshirt freshman Corey 
Glover. Glover replaces Tony Hull, who 
was moved to center. 

Defensive tackles Walter Sampson and 
Charley Smith serve as the anchors for 
the Cajuns’ new eight-man front. Justin 
Venable appeared in only two games last 


year but made grear strides in spring prac- | PS 3 temo.) 29 Beet 
tice to nail down the starting job at left a . 
end. Antonio Floyd was impressive on the Spec aTeanis 
‘ahe sid K 38 Jonathon Knot (Sr) 
Highesice- P38 Jonathon Knott (Sc) 

The four-linebacker alignment is led | KR 27 Wvan Tayior(St) 
by second-team all-conference selection | PR 18 Nick Dugas (St) 
Ross Brupbacher. The team’s top return- | (#) indicates number of returning starters 

BOLD indicates returning starters 


ing tackler, Brupbacher recorded 12 tack- 
les for a loss and had two fumble 
recoveries. His running mate is Stanley 


WR 2 Frederick Stamps (Jt.) 19 B.J. Crist So.) 
WR 15 Andre George (Sr) 
UT 74 Jonathan Raush (Sr) 70 Marques Smith Jr) 
LG 62 Greg Hodges (So.) 


RG 67 Corey Grover (Fr) 
RT 77 Demetrios Brooks (So.) 73 Kerone Dison (Ft) 
TE. 87 Josh Joerg (ir) 


QB 3 Jon Van Cleave (Jn) 7 Malt Lane (So.) 

FB 33 Blake Bourque (Sr) 45 Elliot Temple (So.) 

RB 32 Jerome Coleman (Sr.) 5 Dontrell Davis (Jr.) 
Defense (4) 

DE 48 Justin Venable (Sr.) 49. Gary Rudick (So.) 

DT 95 Charley Smith (Sr) 64 Justin Taylor (So.) 

DT 94 Walter Sampson (Sr.) 63. Danie! Taylor (Jr.) 

DE 47 Antonio Floyd (Jr.) 55 Derace James (Jr.) 

LB 23 Jamaal Sanders (Jr) 8 Richy Calais (Sr.) 

LB 4 Stanley Smith (So.) 51 Marrious Berry (Sr.) 


LB 59 Ross Brupbacher (Sr) 54 Dallas Charles (it) 
LB 26 Jamal Smith Uc) 
CB 5 Charles Tillman (Sr) 35 tbe Dauzart (St) 
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Smith, who started two games as a true fresh- 
man. But Marrious Berry, the team’s third- 
leading tackler, will certainly see plenty of 
action. The Cajuns have excellent speed at 
outside linebacker with Jamaal Sanders and 
Jamal Smith. A healthy Ricky Calais, who 
tore an ACL in the season's fourth game, 
could shuffle the lineup when he returns in 
the fall. 

The secondary features cornerback Charles 
Tillman, arguably the best defensive player in 
the league. Tillman has 10 interceptions over 
the last two seasons. After Tillman, the defen- 
sive backfield is short on experience, Ivan Tay- 
lor was moved to right corner after rushing for 
323 yards last year. Brian Deamer appeared in 
only three games last fall but emerged from 
spring practice as the first-team free safety. 

The kicking game will be on the capable 
toes of Jonathon Knott, who will handle all 
placekicking and punting duties. Knott hit 
10-0 15 field goals last year, including 3-of- 
4 beyond 40 yards, and averaged 36.6 yards 
per punt. The return game was ineffective last 
year. Dugas and Stamps will battle for the 
punt return job; Taylor and Stamps will serve 
on kickoff returns. 


Depth Chart 
Offense (6) 


418 Nick Dugas (Sr.) 


61. D’Anthony Batiste (Jr) 
69 Ronnie Harvey (So.) 
68 Mike Moore (F.) 


52 Tony Hull (Jr) 


88. Lawrence Johnson (So.) 


46. Stephen Archangel (Ir) 


Head Coach: Rickey Bustle 
2002 Prediction: 6th Sun Belt 
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T he Jeff Woodruff era at Eastern Michi- 


gan has produced just five wins in two 
years, Time, however, is on his side. 
‘The Eagles have enjoyed just one winning 
season (6-5 in 1995) since 1989, and the 
school realizes it will rake time to rebuild the 
EMU program. 
Woodruff and his staff have put together 
two solid recruiting classes and remain com- 


Kevin Walter 


mitted to building the team with high school 
talent rather than junior college transfers. 
‘This fall, the Eagles welcome back 11 
starters and 29 lettermen. A manageable 
schedule with six home games — including 
two I-AA foes — may provide EMU an 
opportunity for a winning record. 


EMU lost a 65-62 triple- 

overtime thriller at Akron 

last year. The 127 combined 

points are a MAC record, and the 

game was the second-highest scor- 
ing Division I-A game ever played, 


Kainoa Akina started seven games at quar- 
terback as a true freshman last year and led 
the team with 1,504 passing yards and 14 
touchdowns. Akina set a school record with 
six touchdown passes in a loss at Akron in the 
final week of the season. 

Jeff Crooks, Eastern's starter at the begin- 
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Eastern Michigan.,,..., 


ning of the 2001 season, has recovered from a 
shoulder injury, but he figures to be a backup 
this year. 

Ime Akpan gained just 98 yards rushing 
during an injury-shortened 2001 season, but 
the powerful 6'0", 230-pound senior was 
healed in time to participate in spring prac- 
tice. He is expected to be the Eagles’ top 
threat out of the backfield. 

The Eagles return wideout 
Kevin Walter, a 6'3" 220-pound 
senior who led EMU with 62 
receptions, 748 yards and six 
TDs. C.R. Roberson was East- 
ern's leading rusher in 2001 bu 
has been moved to receiver due 
to the depth at running back. 
Chris Talley, Erik Ibom and 
Alonzo Harris return, bur EMU 
will sorely miss its second-lead- 
ing receiver from a year ago, Ter- 
tance Lloyd, who is not 
returning for his senior year. 
Woodruff expects incoming 
freshmen Dan Fugate, Courtney 
Evans and LaGarian Houston to 
play right away. 

Kevin Zureki and Brett 
Wells return at tight end, but 
they combined for just 13 
catches for 173 yards. 

Dan Davis, an undersized 
lineman, is the lone return- 
ing starter from a unit that 
struggled during the 2001 


trenches may be a good thing. 

The coaching staff is excited about 
probable starters Michael Johnson, Scott 
Golem, Derrick Swanigan and converted 
tight end Tom Kaleita. Woodruff feels 
this squad will be stronger and faster than 
last season's. 

‘The Eagles return three starters on the 
line from a defense that yielded a 
respectable 376 total yards per game in 


2001. End Matt Kudu started as a true | cB 


freshman (41 tackles) and should be one 
of the more improved players on the 
team, Veteran Jari Brown has been a 
mainstay at defensive tackle for EMU, | 
and CJ. Roberson returns at the rush end 
position. 

Eastern Michigan took a huge hit ar 
linebacker with the graduation of Scott 
Russell and Kenny Philpot, the second- 
and fifth-leading tacklers, respectively, in 
school history. 


season. Having so many new faces in the | ®t 
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Three new starters must be found. Middle 
linebacker David Lusky “can be a special 
player for us,” says Woodruff. Lusky, the 
leader of the special teams units last year, will 
be joined by Keyvon Barbee and Kevin Har- 
rison. Woodruff also loves the play of fresh- 
man John Wester (6'1", 241) who the coach 
calls “the most impressive player on the 
team.” 

Although the Eagles were respectable 
defending the pass last fall, Eastern’s defensi 
backs only mustered six interceptions all year, 
the second-lowest total in the conference, “We 
will be a different-looking team back there,” 
says Woodruff. k Middleton, Michael 
Woods and Jerry Gaines are the three recurn- 
ing starters; the latter two were true freshmen 
last fall. 

Competition at the corners will come from 
Nate Brooks, Steven Lewis and Gavin Gard- 
ner, Jamie Manor comes from the junior col- 
lege ratiks and looks to play right away at free 
safety. 

Eric Klaban returns as the placekicker and 
handled all kickoff duties in 2001, David 
Rysko returns as the punter but will need to 
improve on his 35.8-yard average. 


(1-6) 


adium (30,200) 
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“GU Arkansas State... 


hen a change in conference did not 
reverse the fortunes of the 
Arkansas State Indians, a change in 


coaches took place. 

New coach Steve Roberts will look to 
“change the mindset, the attitude, the com- 
petitiveness and the enthusiasm,” of his first 
Division I-A team, one that has compiled just 
three wins in the past two seasons, including 
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James Hickenbotham 


two last year in its inaugural season in the Sun 
Belt Conference. 

“We have to play with the right amount of 
passion and enthusiasm this game deserves. If 
we do that, wins and losses will take care of 
themselves,” Roberts says. 


Arkansas State has just four 

road wins in 60 games since 

moving to Division FA in 1992. The 

last road victory was at North Texas in 
1999. 


Arkansas State started four different quar- 
terbacks in 2001. All four quarterbacks are 
back in 2002, yet the position remains cloudy 
heading into preseason camp. Sophomore 
Josh Driscoll has a slight edge over Elliott 
Jacobs and Tommy Miller, bur Miller was 
unable to participate in contact drills due to 
an ACL injury, so Roberts has yee to see what 
he can truly do, Lurking fourth on the depth 


chart is Bryan Gauthreaux, who started the 
final two games of 2001. 

The Indians will look to Danny Smith to 
fill the shoes of the departed Jonathan 
Adams, a talented runner who rushed for 
back-to-back 1,000-yard seasons. Smith red- 
shirted last season after breaking his arm in 
the third game. Roberts likes Smith's punish- 
ing style and toughness. At fullback, Shane 
Tolleson should get the starting 
nod over Beau Shrable. 

If the Indians can feel good 
about a skill position on offense, 
it’s wide receiver. James Hicken- 
botham is an explosive, athletic 
receiver who will be expected to 
anchor a young and inexperi- 
enced corps. Hickenbotham, 
who will again return kicks and 
punts, was double-teamed often 
asa junior and will have to figure 
out how to free himself for 
whichever quarterback is calling 
signals. “He definitely has the 
ability to break a game open,” 
Roberts says. 

At tight end, seldom-used 
Frank Arritt will get some on- 
the-job training, as will con- 
verted linebacker Michael 
Brooks. ) 

The most heralded player | 
% in the Arkansas State lineup 
is left tackle Garry Johnson, a 
= Lombardi Award nominee 
who has started every game in his career. 
Johnson has given up just two sacks in 
three years. 

Three-year starter John Crossley will 
start at right guard, while Steven Gibbs 
and Anthony Mitchell will return to their 
starting roles at right tackle and left 
guard, respectively. Tab Slaughter, a 
reserve last fall, won the starting spot at 
center during the spring. 

The three defensive line starters from 
2001 return, and converted linebacker 
Courtney Todd will join the trio as the 
fourth down lineman in Roberts’ 4-2-5 
scheme. 

Senior Corey Williams earned second- 
team All-Sun Belt honors from his defen- 
sive end position, while Brian Rucker 
started every game at nosetackle and John 
Bradley started opposite Williams. 


, * 


C52 Tab Siaughter (So.) 
RG 79 John Crossley (St) 


“RB 21 Dany Sih Se) 


FS 39 Aex Peoples (Sa) 
‘WS 14 Keith Headley (Sr.) 
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backer slots, while Syracuse transfer Reggie 
Everett impressed the new coaching staff in the 
spring and won the other position. Echols saw 
action at safety as a freshman, then moved to 
linebacker last year and led the team in tackles 
and interceptions. “Les understands the game 
and has tremendous speed,” Roberts says. 

The Indians will line up with three safeties 
and two corerbacks. Alex Peoples started 
three games as a true freshman last year and 
heads into fall as the starting free safety. At 
weak safety is the athletic Maurice Joyner, who 
could move to corner if necessary. Corey Mur- 
ray is slated for strong safety, though veteran 
Keith Headley may find his way onto the field 
at any one of the safety slots. Junior college 
transfer Lamar Lee is another player who 
caught Roberts’ eye this spring and will be 
given a shot at safety at some point. Ar the 
corners, Chuck Allen and returning starter 
Chris Jones will be asked to hold the positions 
until some depth can be developed. 

Redshirt freshman kicker Eric Neihouse 
had an impressive spring but has yet to be 
tested under fire. Senior Mike Alexander 
would like to be less busy than last season, 
when he booted 68 punts for a 37.8 average. 


Depth Chart 


WR 26 James Hickenbotham (St) 13 Jason Wood (So.) 
WR 22 Chuck Walker (So.) 
‘LT 74 Garry Johnson (St.) 


‘80 Jerry Mack (J) 
74 Burt Samples (St) 
Mitchell (Jr) 65 Jesse Duncan (St) 
‘54 John Allison (St.) 
TT Brandon Crocker So.) 
87 Brian Day (So.) 

55. Mike Brooks (S0,) 

42 Eliott Jacobs (S0.) 
25 Andre Covington (So.) 
10 Jerome Stegall (S0,) 


46. Chris Hogan Ur.) 
58 Bryant Berry (Jn) 
58 Bryant Berry (Jr) 
40. David Vargas (Jt.) 
48 Steven Tookes (S0.) 
37 Eddie Walker (So.) 
43 Paris Foots (So,) 
43. Paris Foots (So.) 
47 Lamar Lee (Je) 

3 Casey Venters (St) 
2 Corey Murray (Sr) 
‘Special Teams 

K 88 Eric Neihouse (Fr) 

P 38 Mike Alexander (Sr.) 

KR 26 James Hickenbotham (Sr) 
PR 26 James Hickenbotham (Sr) 


(8) Indicates number of returning starters 
indicates retuming st 


Bradley will be moved inside, while Todd | 52 


will line up on the outside. 
Les Echols will man one of the two line- 


2001 Record (Sun Belt}: 2-9 (2-4) 
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SATURDAYS IN THE FALL JUST GOT BETTER! 


Piay COLLEGE FANTASY FOOTBALL 
USING REAL PLAYERS! 


CHOOSE FROM ALL YOUR FAVORITE PLAYERS 
-OR- 
Limit PLAYERS BY CONFERENCES!! 
YOU CAN MAKE YOUR OWN RULES or ptay USING OUR LEAGUE STRUCTURE 


DRraFT, BENCH AND TRADE PLAYERS... WE'LL KEEP TRACK OF THE STATS! 


PLUS...IN-DepTH PLAYER ANALYSIS 


Save $5.00 when you refer 
another league! 


LEAGUE SIZE 


REGISTER ONLINE OR 
Ca.u Us Tout Free AT (866) 680-1800 s=engay 


Not ep ani with the NCAA or any'schoo! he ee 
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CLEMSON (7-5) 
Clemson, SC 

at Georgia 
Louisiana Tech 
Georgia Teen 
Ball State 
at Pisa State 
32 at Virgina. 
19 Wake Forest 
26 Nest 
at Duke 
9 at North Carolina 
16 Maryiand 
23 South Carolina 


DUKE (0-11) 
Durham, NC’ 
fast caoina 
toulsite 
at NorPwesten 
21 Frio Sate 
Naw 
5. Vin 
12 ak Woke Forest 
19 ano state 
Maryind 
2° Clemson 
16 aGeogia Teen 
23. North Cnaina 


FLORIDA STATE (8-4) 
Tallahassee, FL 
424 ova Statee 
AL Virginia 

44 at Maryland 
A Due 

26 at Lovisilo. 
3. Clemson 
12. Mani 

26 Notre Dame 
2 at Woke Forest 
9 at Gooiga Tech 
16 North Carolina 
23. at NC State 
30. Fla 
Kansas City, MO 


GEORGIA TECH (8-5) 

Atlanta, GA 
Vonderit 

‘at Connesticut 

‘at Clamson 

bv 

28 at North Carolina 

5 Woke Forest 

17 at Maryland 
gina 

2 ANC Sime 

Florida Stato 

16 Dune 

30 at Goorga 


MARYLAND (40-2) 
College Park, MD 
Notre Dame 
ST Mon 
8.14 Florida State 
5.21 Eastern Michigan 
5.28 Wolford 
0.5 at West virgin 
0.17 Georgia Tech 
0, 
N 
N 
N 
N 


26 at Duko 
2 aLNorth carolina 
9 NC State 

46 at Clemson 

23° at Vigna 

N, 30 _ Wake Forest 
Est Rutherford, NI 


NORTH CAROLINA (8-5) 
Chapel Hil, NC 
Mian (OH) 
7 ac Syracuse 
14 Texas 
28 Georgia Tech 
5 at Arona St 
12 NE State 
at Virginia 
26 at Wake Forest 
2 Meryand 
9 Clemson 
16 at oda State 
23 at Duke 


East Tenn, State 

7 atNay 

14 Wake Forest 

21 at Texas Tech 

28 Massachusetts 
at Nort Carolina 

49 Duke 

26 atClemson 

2 Georgia Tech 

9 atMarytand 

16 atVwgiia 

23 Florida State 


VIRGINIA (5-7) 
Charlottesville, VA 
Colored State 
at Frio 8 
7 South Caoina 
21 won 
28 at Woke Forest 
5 at Duke 
42. Clemson 
North Caraina 
26 at Georgia Tech 
9 at Pen state 
te No Stae 
23 Manyiand 
30 at Via Teen 
WAKE FOREST (6-5) 
Winston-Salem, 
429 at Northern tins 
8.7 EastCaraine 
S14 at Ne State 
S21 at Pure 
5.28 Vegiia 
0,8 at George Tech 
0.12. Duke 
0. 
0. 
N 
N 
N 


‘at Clemson 
‘North Caratina 
Fide State 


BOSTON COLLEGE (8-4) 

Chestnut Hi, MA 
‘Connecticut 

7 Snort 

22 acMiam) 

28 Control Michigan 

40 Viginlo Tech 

19 Nay 

26 at Pitsburgh 

2 atNotre Dame 

9 at West Vigna 

46 Syecuse 

23. a Temple 

30 Rugers 


MIAMI (12-0) 
Coral Gables, FL 
ova ABM 
onda 
44 atTomple 
21 Boston Colege 
Conectont 
42, Frgn Sito 
26 aves Vigna 
2 a Purges 
3 atternessoe 
Prtsburgn 
30 at Syracuse 
Vig Teoh 


PITTSBURGH (7-5) 
Pitsburg, PA 

ASL Oho 

7 Texas Ag 

14 ot UAB 

24 Rutgers 

28 Toledo 

5 at Syracuse 
12. at Notte Dame 
26 Boston College 
2 at Veginia Tech 
9 Templo 

24 atMiam) 

30 West Vuginia 


RUTGERS (2-9) 

New Brunshick, NI 
Villanova 

7 ato 

ta kim 

21 a presburh 

28 aLTonnessee 

12 West gine 

19. at Vigna Tech 

26 at syracuse 

2° Mam! 

16 Temple 

23, move Dame 

30a Bosten College 


‘SYRACUSE (10-3) 
Syrecuse, NY 

‘at BYU. 
7 Nort corona 
14 Rhode istand 
28 at Auburn 
5 Pittsburgh 
32 at Temple 
19° at West Virginia 
26 Rutgers. 
2 atucr 
9 Virginia Tech 
16 at Boston Callege 
30 Miami 


TEMPLE (4-7 
Phiedelonia, 
‘icon 
S Oregon state 
16 Men! 
21 moun carina 
28 Cheimat! 
12 Syocuse 
19 acomectiut 
26 Virgin Tech 
2° Wea With 
9 avPusoun 
is mruges 
23. Boston College 
VIRGINIA TECH (8-4) 
Blacksburg, VA 
A25 
i 
12 Morsha 
21 at Towes ABM 
28m Westom Mhigan 
10 at Boston College 
49 Rutgers, 
26 Temple 
2° Pitsburg 
3m Syacuse 
20. West Wignia 
30. Vigna 
alo 


WEST VIRGINIA (3-8) 
Morgentown, WV 


AST Chattanooga 
at Wisconsin 


State 


Maryland 

2 at Rees 

19 Syracuse 
Mori 

at Temple 

Boston College 

‘at Virginio Teoh 

at Psu 


ILLINOIS (10-2) 
Champaign, I 
Missourie 
Tm souhern Ms 
14 Akansas State 
21 San Jose State 
28 Michigan 
5 acMinesota 
Purdue 
26 Indiana 
2 at Penn State 
9 Mt Wisconsin 
16 Ohio State 
23 _at Northwestern 
81, Loui, MO 


INDIANA (5-6) 
Bloomington, 

‘at Utah 
1a aentcy 
21 Cental Mieigan 
28 at Oho State 
42 Wisconsin 
19 ova 
28. atinols 
2° at Nortestam 
9 Michigan state 
16 Porn state 
N23. ot Pure 
IOWA (7-5) 
towa Clty, 

‘Mon 
7 atoms 
14 towa stato 
21 than Site 
28 at Porn Sate 
5 Purdue 
42 Menigan State 
19 aindana 
28 at Michigan 
2° Waconsin 
3 Nortwester 
16 atMinnesota 


MICHIGAN (8-4) 

Aan Abr, MI 

£31 Wesnen 
Wester Nichigan 

Ta whove bore 

21 Utah 

28 atiinois 

42. Penn State 

49 at Purdue 

26 ova 

2° Menigan Sate 

9 at Minnesota 

46 Wisconsin 

23 at Ono State 


MICHIGAN STATE (7-5) 
East Lansing, Ml 
ASI Eaten Micigan 
S7. Rice 

Calor 
Nove Dame 
Northwestern 
a iova 
29 Minnesota 
26. Wisconsin 
2° aMicigon 
3 ation 
16 Puwve 

atPenn State 
MINNESOTA (4-7) 
Minneapolis, MN 
ASL SW Toxas Stata 

at Louisanatafyete 
‘aledo 
Bulla 
a Purae 
Hats 
12 Nortwestern 
38 -mMengan Site 
2° monosae 
3 Wigan 
x 
E: 


Jowa 
13 at Wisconsin 


NORTHWESTERN (4-7) 
Evanston, IL 

ASL at Ar Force 

87 Tou 

5.14 Duke 

5.21 atNay 

5.28 at Michigan State 
0.8 Ohio St 
0.12 at Minnesota 
° 

0. 

N 

N 

nN. 


19 at Penn State 
26 Purdue 
2 Indona 
9 ation 
23. Nino's 


iO STATE (7-8) 
Columbus, O 

Toaas Tach 
7 ent sia 
44 Washington Stato 
21 at Gincinat 
28 Indiana 
5 at Northwestern 
12. San Jose State 
19 at Wiseonsin 
26 Pom State 
2 Minnesota 
9 at Purdue 
16 atilinois 
23. Michigan 


PENN STATE (6-6) 

University Park, PA 
ce 

Nebraska 

Loutsana Tech 

28 toa 

5 at Wisconsin 

42 at Michigan 
Northwestern 

26 at Ohio Stato 

2 Minois 

9 Viginia 

46 at indiana 
‘Michigan State 


PURDUE (6-6) 

West Lafayette, IN 
iis State 

£7) athe Dame 

44 Western Michigan 

2A Wake Forest 

28 Minnesota 

3 atlona 

12 atlinois 

18 Michigan 

26 atNorthuestern 

9. Ohio State 

46 at Michigan State 

23 Indiana 


WISCONSIN (5-7) 

Madison, WI 

23 Fresno State 
at UN 

West Virgin 

Norther inois 

‘wizona 

Penn state 

32 at Indana 
Ohio State 

26 at Mchigan State 

2 atlona 

3 inois 

16 ot Michigan 

23° Minnesota 


a presents the 2002 I-A & I-AA 
l College Football Schedules 


OKLAHOMA (14-2) 


Norman, OK 
BAYLOR (3-8) A.30) abTusa 
Waco, TX 3.7 Nobama 
ACR at colforia Sia rep 
$7. Sanford 5.28 Soutn Fogo 
S14 at New Mexico 0.5) atMssoun 
S21 Tusa 0.12 Tease 
0.5 Kanses 0:19 lowa Sate 
0.32 Toros aM N2 Coleco 
0:19 at Cloraco NB at Texas A&M 
0,26 Kansas State N16. atBayer 
N-2 Texas Tech N23. Texas Tech 
N9 Toes N30 a Ohiahoma State 
N18 Ovahema alas, 7k 
N23 at Onaoma State QKLAHOMA STATE (4-7) 
COLORADO (10-3) Stillwater, OK 
Boulder, CO Louisiana Teche 
A3L Colorado State@ Norther ona 
5.7. San lege tue oun 
54 use SM 
S21 ucla a Tosos 
0.5 Kansas Sate 
0.12 at Kansas 
0.49 
0:36, at Tes Tech 
NZ) aOkiohoma a Korsos 
NS stMissour Bajoe 
N16 teva Oklahoma 
N29 atNebraska Shreveport A 
Denver, co Tas (4-2) 
OWA STATE (7-5) Austin, 
Ames, 1A Nort Teas 
ABh” Reride Site a Herth Carona 
AL Kansas 
3.7 Tomessee Tech 
314 atlona Sutnamo ste 
8.21 Toy Site Okltamae 
3.28 Neboske at Kons State 
0.12. Texas Tech ‘ona Siow 
0.19 at o¥ahoma athebaska 
6:26 atToas Baylor 
NZ) Missourt a Texas Tech 
NG arkansas state Texas AM 
N16 at Colraco Dials, Tk 
N23 Comet 
‘Kansas iy, MO eines 
College Station, 1 
KANSAS (3-8) ASL Louisiond Late 
Lawrence, KS. 3.7 ovPisborgn 
at ina Si 3.21 Vigna Teen 
at UNV 8,28 Louisiana Teen 
SW Missoui State 0.5 Tevas Tech 
Bowing Groon 0:12, at Boyor 
Tusa 0.39 at Kansas 
1% Bor 0:26 Netrasno 
Colm NZ atononoma state 
Texas Aan No Oktnome 
a Mito N16 Missoun 
Honsas tae N29 atTouas 
a heoaska 
Okiahomo Sure ——_FEXAS TECH (7-5) 
ransas stare (6-6) MH 
fanhattan, KS 37 asM 
31 Wisirn Kentuty 14 Ole Miss 
7 Lousimanionce 21 NC Sue 


34 Eastom Iinols 
a1 usc 

at Colorado 
42. Oklahoma State 
19 Texas 
26 at Baylor 
2 atKonsas 
9 lowa State 
16 Nebraska 
23 av Missour 


MISSOURI (4-7) 
Columbia, MO 
Minoise® 
ST catste 
14 a Bowling Green 
28 Troy State 
5 oklahoma 
12. al Nebrask 
19 at Toxas Tech 
26 Kansas 
2 at ova Stawe 
9. Colorado 
16 at Texas AM 
23 Kansas State 
St, Louis, MO 


NEBRASKA (14-2) 

Lincoln, NE 

A.26- zona State 
Troy State 

Utah State 

at Penn State 

at lova State 

MeNeese State 

Missour 

‘at Oklahoma State 

at Texas A&M 

Texas 

Kansas 

at Kansas State 

Colorado 


zzzz0000n""r= 


zezzooconmm> 
Bao"RuReR Ee 


27 at New Mexico 

5 at Texas AM 

12 atlowa State 
Missouri 

26 at Colorado 

2 Baylor 

9 Oklahoma state 

16 Teas 

23 at Oflahoma 


Conference USA 


ARMY (3-8) 
West Pont NY 
Holy cross 
Sia otmtges 
21 Lovisuile 
28 Souther Miss 
5 at East Carolina 
42. Tou 
49 at Houston 
26 UAB 
9 Airforce 
36 at Tulane 
23 at Memphis 
DLT Nowe 
(@east Rutherford, NY 


CINCINNATI (7-5) 
Cincinnati, OH 
Tob 


14 West Viginia 
24 ohio Staiea 
28 at Temple 

5 Mami (OH) 
12 at Mane 

29 at Souther Miss 
26 Memphis 

2 atEast Caroina 
9 atLouisvile 
16 Houston 

23. atHowall 

30 UAB 

‘@Paul Brown Stadium 
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EAST CAROLINA (6-6) 
Greenville, NC 


AM 
7 
cry 
26 
5 
19 
26 
2 


8 


8 


‘at Duke 
at Wohe Forest 
Tulane 
at West Virginia 
amy 

South Fora 
at Louisville 
Gincinat 

‘at Houston 

at UAB 

Tou 

at Southern Miss 


HoUsTON (0-14) 
Houston, 1 


A3t 


at Rice 
Tune 

Louisiana afayone 
at Towns 

at TCU 

at UAB 

amy 

at Memphis 
Carolina 

at Chrcinnat 

South Ford 
Louise 


eof eer 
Louisville, K 


51 


8.14 
$2 
5,26 
O8 

0.49 
0.26 
No 

Nowa 
N23 
N30 


MEMPH{6 (5-6) 


Kentucky 

at Duke 

‘at Colorado State 
Any, 

Forde State 

at Memphis 

teu 

Enst Corona 
Cincinnat 

‘at Southern Miss 
UAB 

‘at Houston 


IN 

‘Murray State 

at le Miss 

at Southern Miss 
Tulane 

at UAB 

Loutsile 


at South Poxda 
my 
anTeu 


pL 
nos 
Memphis 

‘at Alabama 

ft Ay 

‘at South lida 
Chneinnat 

at cu 

ot UAB 
Lovisvie 

at Tulane 

East Carotina 


TCU (6-6) 
Fort Worth, TX 


8.2 


Beeseeent 


TULANE (3-9) 
‘New Orleans, LA 


ASL 


‘at Clncinnat 
fat Northwestern 
SMU 

‘Nocth Toxas 
Houston 

at amy 

ft Loutsvie 
Southern Miss 
Tulane 

at East Caroling 
Memphis 


South 
at Houston 
‘at East Carolina 

at Memphis 

Texas 

at Loulslana Mone 
Cincinnati 

UAB 

Nay 

at Tou 

amy 

‘Southern Miss 


sanpayss afayjo) Z00Z 
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IDAHO (1-40) 
‘MARSHALL (11-2) Bru (i3-2) auazona STATE (4-7) WASHINGTON STATE (10-2) LSU (10-3) IDAHO (4-10) 


Baton Rouge, LA Moscow, ID 
Huntington, 040, Pullen, WA So Neha ech ASl ot Bolse State 
ASL “Aepalecion State 4.29" Syracuse : ST The chase! 5.7 atWashngton State 
S12 ate Tech 5.6 aval S14 Miami (OH) S44 atOregen 
44 Phtsburgh $20 UOF ee ‘$28 Mississip! Site —'§.21.‘San Diego State 
re at LouisianaLafayette 0.5 at Kent State S21 xGeurgarers 5 Lodhenateete 5.28 Washing 
(Memphi 4 Florida . 
oe ier 28 Topsite a2 BAe sarees B35 iam by aeons 
Si a tne 9.28 mGanelMengan «0:19 WNW, 042 Orn State 9.49 sat om os Seeomen 
28 Amy N2_ etakeon ca cee es 0.26 Weshington N93. at Kentucky Mea, a dena ate 
NB Southern Mss N25 Mert Pe Na tyomme NZ) atwashngton tae N16 Alabama L orth Toxas 
ra 8 Wyoming Ms N36. Aeransae State 
N28 atoeie NB Borsite Nie Newneico NS Eatomia Kas eke Nae Ranga Ste 
N30 Great MIAMI (OHIO) (7-5) 8-28 Ut Nz Staring Cit Roce A LOUISANALAFAYETTE (3-8) 
bot OH COLORADO STATE (7-5) CALIFORNIA (1-10) MISSISSIPPI STATE (3-8) Lafayette, LA 
. A.B ‘at North Carolina Fort Collins, CO Berieley CA ‘Starve, MS Ray ates MM 
AKRON (4-7) S71 love 222 ata feng ad aoe 5.7 Minesois 
“Akron, 0 S14 atlsy Kot cee ST. Now Mexico Site ALABAMA (7-5) 3.34 Jaceonvile Sate S14 atHoustan 
4A.31 | otlowa S.21 Kent State Pigeon $114 at Michigan State Tuscaloosa, AL $19 Aubum S24 UAB. 
7 at Maryland $28 at Akron S14 Louie, S24 Al Force ASL Middle Tennessee@ 5°38 at LSU 0.5 atLsu 
8.14 Central Michigan 0.5 at Cincinnati 5.28, Neves, ‘$28 Washington State S.7 at Ok’anoma 0.5. at South Carolina 0,12 at New Mexico State 
S21 atviginia 0.12. Northern Ilinois, oe at Paar Siete 0.5 at Washington 8.14 North Texas 0.12 Troy Slate 0.19 at Middle Tennessee 
S28 Miami (OH) 0.29 at Butlato O.d2 saneng 032 atUSC '$. 24 Southem Miss 0.49 at Memphis 0.26 Nortn Texas 
0.5 atEastern Michigan 0. 26 at Toledo 019 atUtah ori otk S28 at Arkansas N.2 Kentucky N.2 Idaho 
0.12 Uberty N2 Ohio 0.24 BYU 0. 26 at Oregon State 0.5 Georgia ‘N.Q at Alabama N.9 Arkansas Stote 
0.26 atucr Lo eee: Od at Roe ‘N.Q at Arlzone State 0,19 Ole Miss N.26 Tennessee N16 at Arkansas 
N2) Marshall N.23° UCF N. 16 at San Diego State N16 Anzona 0.26 at Tennessee. ‘N23. Arkansas 'N.23 at LoulsianeMonroe 
Ng ae Oo XTHERN ILLINOIS (6-5) 23 New Mexico N23. Stanford N2- stander N28 at Ole Miss LOUISIANA-MONROE (2-9) 
NDS. thot state Deal oem 0 OREGON (44-2) Neg, Mesieio! State OLE MISS (7-4) Monroe, LA 
Naat Mast \ : ‘Ole Miss 
29 Wake Forest Eugene, Oxford, MS ASL at 
BALL STATE (5-6) S71 aims Forse NEW MEXICO (6-5) Eugene, OR arin AL Ast" ‘Lpisianotowce —«S7"_ at Kanes Sate 
Muncie, IN ‘$.14 at Wisconsin Albuquerque, ‘S.7 Fresno State " Memphis. S.14 McNeese State 
S.7 at Missouri 8.21 Westem iinols A24 at NC'State Sia leno ARKANSAS (7-5) RM tesas Tech S24 Arkansas State 
4a Indana Sate 5.28 Kent Sate S21 Portend State Feyetteilie, Xanderit 0.5 Tune 
21 atciemson 0.5 atBal sate 0.5, atarona ST Boies Slaw fondo 0142 tana 
‘28 at Connecticut 0,12 at Miami (OH) 0.12 at UCLA S14 South Rorida® Arkansas State hes canes a 
et eae oe orem =. Sheed “ee teams 
39° Eastem Michigan N.9 Bowing Green 0.32 at UNLV N-2 Stanford ‘at Auburn ‘Auburn 9 at Auburn 
25 atBowingGreen —N6 avEactem Micngan 0.3 at Utah State Nd aMesingen sta eae on Nie Sidlde Tennessee 
N.2_ Wester Michigan 'N.23° Toledo 0.26 Utah N26 Washington Ole Miss. at LSU N23 LoulsianaLafayette 
NS atonal MeNeoo Qi (4-40) Neg, Smog Sate 423 soregan Sate Teysisteo (N28 Mssssoo| Sate MIDDLE TENNESSEE (2-3) 
N30. atacn Athens, OH N23 Rdonss sue OREGON STATE (5-6) bella SOUTH CAROUNA(2-3) —Mureeso TN 
x rt ia, 
JOWLING GREEN (8-3) 3! rmenuah A:0-< yoru rea (capac aca ear ee Ee 
Bowling Green, OH Sia arorea SADE) ae ae ae SF xine $2 mee 
eanessea mecteut ¥ a Seo : te 
Sie cour "25 Butte Rat aifemesme = SME AUBURN (7-5) S14 Seopa £2 ce haan oes 
SH mkanses 0.8 stBowing Green ST olrado 8 ‘Aubun, $28 atVandetit 0.12. atvaraorit 
05 Ohio 0.12. Eastern Michigan ‘$.14 Azone State 0.5. $.2 at USC (0.5 Mississippi State 0.19 Lovisianatafayette 
0.42 atContal Michigan 0. 49 at Kent State S21 at idaho erg 7 Westem Carolina .d2. at Kentudy 0.26 at Idaho 
0.39 Westem Michigan” =—«N.2 at Miami(OH) 8.28 UCLA 0.26 S44 Vander 0.49 etusu N2_ at New Mexico State 
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N23 ESERsO Toledo, Nis Guero Sate STANFORD (8-3) 2:26 LSU TENNESSEE (14-2) NEW MENCO STATE (6-7 
N30. atolede , " 7 
429 ca N23 atarforce Stanford, Cf onatfo Knoxville, TN ces, 
BUFFALO (3-8) Sy at asen Metigan 5.7, atostoncolege 8, LeullaneMonoe Nong? 130m Seah Corona 
Buffalo, NY S14 at Minnesota UNLY (4-7), $4 San dose Sue esis Midde Tennessee © $7 at Calfomia 
en Sz. UMW ‘Las Vegas, NV $.28 at Aitona State 12d seNeneen 21 Rote S.24 New Mexico 
SF thers Sm Aa Weorsn 3.8) Show bare fugers S28 meeogs 
S114 Coneetout 0.32 Bat sate S.7 Kansas 9.12 Washington Sate farses os) Ore 
S21 at Minnesota 19 at UCF $.44 at Oregon State 0.19 Arizona. ‘at Georgia 0:12 LoulstanaLatayette 
'$.28 at Ohio 0.26 Miami (OH) ‘$.21 at Toledo: (0.26 at UCLA ‘Alabama 0.19 Louisiane Monroe 
Wester Michigan —N.9 Central Michigan 0.8 Nevass N.2° at Oregon ‘at South Carctina 0. 26 at Arkansas State 
0.42. mvereet Nie atwestem Mlengan 0.12 Newhlexco No Use Mant NZ Wie Tomossoe 
13 mor) N.23  atNorthem itinais 9.49 at BYU. N46 Oregon State at Mississippl State N.S at Utah State 
O28 rents N30 towing Green 0.26 mSan igo Sate N23. Catena seats We Ne Teme 
NS” uc N2 Worne IOLA (7-4) wey 
Nie stAco aay NS mun ee on icon alain: Nshie NORTH TEXAS (5-7) 
eee ASL atPenn State N16 Airforce S.7. Colorado State ‘VANDERBILT (2-9) Denton, 1X 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN (3-8) 5.7" at arora Stato N.30. atColorado State = ST, Cee ae ate Nashville, TN AL atTeas 
Mt. Pleasant, Ml 3.20. a Marsa UTAH (8-4) S21 Colorado ASL x George Tosh $7" Nebole state 
A38 » Sem Houston 8.23 tory 8 i 3.28 at San Diogo State 7 fumen S14 aAlebane 
ee Si BB geen cetacean a acre 
He OU oe a Ren a 
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0.12 Green N@ at Buffalo Sas Maen. N2) ac Washington S14 atSouthCarainag 0.19. at Georgia, 0.26 at Loulsionatafayetie 
0.19 at Northern Minois: (N16 Kent State pry Spey tte N.9 at Arizona ‘S$. 21 Northwestern State 0.26 Connecticut N.2 Louisiana-Monroe 
ode ‘Marshall N23. at Miam! (OH) 0.32 at Sen Diege Stee N23 USC S28 New Mexico State N.2 Alabama’ ‘N.9 idaho 
N.2- at Easter Metigan—N.30 Ohio (Oras. Cuared Gia DLT Washingion Sate 0.8 at Alabema N89 Porda N18 New Merc State 
N§ stinwco 0.28 at New Mexico tse (6-8) 0132 Temessee N16 atmencty N23 at Made Tennessee 
N,Q UNLV 0.29 Vanderbilt N. 23 Tennessee@ 
N23. Wes tenga WESTERN MICHIGAN (5-6) 135 Sng Los Angeles, CA 8.28 mony Sheena cotseun: vosrste MILA 
EASTERN MICHIGAN (2-9) 4.55 inatana Sato N28 Bw S44 at coor Nat - Ba ‘Sunbelt BOISE STATE (8-4) 
Ypsilanti, Ml S.7) atwonigon WYOMING (2-9) S21 mkancas Stee . Boise, ID 
Michigan State «S34 at Pureve Laramie, 828 x ARKANSAS STATE (2-9) 431" tdaho 
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HAWAII (9-3) 
Honolulu, Hl 


Ag 


*BNBN ERE 


Eastom inois 
ay 
UTEP. 

‘SMU 

Sen 
Nevada 

Tusa 

at Fresno State 
Son Jose State 
at Ree 
Gincinnati 
Washington State 
‘San Diego State 


State 


LOUISIANA TECH (7-5) 
Ruston, LA 


ASL 


‘Okianoma State 
at Clemson 

Tulsa 

at Peon State 

at Texas ABM 

at Rice 

at SMU. 

Nevada 

Fresno State® 

al San Jose State 


Washington Stste@ 
BYU 

Rice 

Colorado State 
‘at UNLY 

at Hawaii 

San Jose State 
at Louisiana Tech 
ax SMU 

ure 

at Fresno State 
Boise State 


@Seattle, WA 


zzROO90NH 
BoM REE 


gg 
2 


zzO000MMuN> 
SPR BRORRENES 


N23 


Houston 
at Michigan State 
at Neva 

Fresno State 
Louisiana Teen 
at Nowy 

at UTEP 

SMU 

at Tulsa 

at Bose State 
Hawait 


JOSE STATE (3-9) 
Jose, CA 


‘Arkansas State® 
at Washington 
at Stanfors 

at ins 
rer 

at SMU 

at Ohio State 
at Nevado 
Boise State 

at Howat 
{ouisiana Teen 
atTusa 
Fresno State 


tie Rock, AR 


‘SMU (4-7) 
Dallas, TX 


ASL 
7 
14 
a 
28 
5 
2 
19 
26 
2 
16 
23 


‘at Onlahoma State 
‘at Hawai 

‘San Jose State 

at Fresno State 
Loutsana Teoh 

at Rice 

‘Nevada 

at UTEP 

Tusa 


TULSA (4-10) 
Tulsa, OK 


430 


a4 
2 
28 
32 
19 


8 


N23 


zeEEoopenny 
PROM REESE 


‘Okishoma 
at Arkansas State 
t Louisiana Tech 
at Baylor 

Kansas 

Boise State 

at Hawai 

ure 

Rice 

at Fresno State 


at Kentucky 

‘3 Onlahoma 
Hawai 

at San Jose State 
at New Meuco State 
Rice 

at Tusa 

Boise State 

at Nevoda 

Suu, 

St Louisiana Tech 


LA Independents 


CONNECTICUT (2-8) 
Stors, CT 
A.31 "at Boston College 
7 Georg Tech 
44 at Buffalo 
21 Obie 
25 Ball Site 
at Miami 
19 Temple 
25 at Vanderbit 
2 rida Ata 
Kent State 
at Navy 
N23 atlowa State 
NAVY (0-10) 
‘Annapolis, MD 
Ag acSMu 
87 Neste 
Nortwesten 
25 Duke 
5 ata Force 
12 Ree 
‘at Boston College 
26 Tiare 
9 Nove Dames 
16 Connecteut 
at Wake Forest 
amy 


NOTRE DAME (5-6) 

South Bend, IN 
Marland 

Purdue 

‘Michigon 

at Michigan State 

Stantora 

Pinsburgn 

at ir Force 

at Frida State 

Boston College 

None 

Rutgers 

N30 atusc 

(@East Rutherford. WI 

‘Baltimore, MO 


SOUTH FLORIDA (8-3) 
Tampa, FL 
Feria Adantic 
Norther tinais 
wekansas® 
at Ofahoma 
‘at Nor Texas 
Southem Miss 
a East Corina 
{Chateston Southem 
Memphis 
Bowing Green 
23 at Heuston 
ite Rock, AR 
TROY STATE (7-4) 
Troy, AL 
ASL atNebraska 
at UAB 

14 Souther tah 

at lowa State 


> 


zezeppomne 
BevRB BORE 


REzFOOO UM 
BESPER ORS 


wo 


zEEoSeyeY 


Utah State 


Logan, UT 
ASL Utah 
3t Nebraska 
tate State 
atlowa 
at Boise State 
By 
‘New Mexico 
‘at Lousiana Monroe 
New Mexico State 
at Troy State 
30. at Midale Tennessee 


ATLANTIC 10 


S5°RE°SRE~ 


at The Citade 
West Chester 

‘at Wiliam & Mary 
Northeastern 
James Madison 
{3t Rhode Island 
New Hampshire 
at Massochasetts 
‘at Maine 
Vilanova 


HOFSTRA (9-3) 

Hempstead, NY 

423° Montana 

7 Rhode isiand 
‘at New Hampshire 

James Madison 

at Northeastem 

at Vilanova 

Wiliam & Mary 

25 at Maine 

2 atBon 

9 Richmond 

16 at Massactusetts 

23 Uberty 


JAMES MADISON (2-9) 
Harrisonburg, VA 


AL 


zEoeoonuun 
SORBROBNE~ 


z 


N23 


NEW HAMPSHIRE (4-7) 
Durham, NH 


Reenrions 


RHODE ISLAND (8-3) 
Kingston, Rl 


James Madison 
at Willan & Mary 

16 at Vltanoa 
Massachusetts 


RICHMOND (3-8) 
Richmond, VA 


VILLANOVA (8-3) ‘SACRAMENTO ST. (2-9) 
Philadelphia, PA Sacramento, CA 
ASL a Rulers Aat RUT 
$7 mcoese $7 at Sant Mary's 
5.14 Mane S21 CalPoly 
S21 New Hampstire 5.28 atliaho State 
S28 staves Madson «0.5 UC Danis 
0.5 Hosta 0.42. sterner Arzona 
2.10 Pem 0.19 Ponting state 
0.49 at Massochusens 0.28 at Easter Washingion 
N2 Witam & Mary N.2- Montana State 
N93 ac Northeastem N9 at Montana 
N16 Rhode itond N16 Weber State 
N23. at Deimware N23 Homboit State 
WILLIAM & MARY (8-4) WEBER STATE (3-8) 
Wil VA ur 
A3L atiedans Arai at New Meco 
ST stMane S14 Wester State 
S18 VM 5.21 Easter Oregon 
5.28 Delaware 0.5 sthorinem Azona 
0.32 stHotsva 0.32 Montana 
0.19 atNow Hampshire 0.19 at Montana State 
0.25 Northeastem 0.26 stldaho siae 
2° stvitenove N.2 Eastern Wostington 
N.3_ Roce island NS Porta State 
N16 stones Mosson «N16 at Sacramento State 
N23. Rekmond N23. atCalPoy 
BIG SKY BIG SOUTH 
EASTERN (CHARLESTON SOUTHERN 
WASHINGTON (7-4) 
Cheney. WA Charleston, SC 
31 at Atzona State aa vw 
$7, Montara Tech 5.7 Norm Geenvite 
Westen Oregon S16 acPresbyterion 
S21 stSouhemUisn $21 West Vngnia State 
0.5 (Gato State S28 xWest Lbery 
©.12. atPortind State 0.32 at Savannah State 
0.19 Norther ons 039. at bry 
9.26 Sotrmento State 0.25 Jacksomile 
N2 atteber Size N2 Seah Rosa 
19 atMonana Site N.8Gavcneriebb 
N16 Montana N36 Gon 
IDAHO STATE (3-7) M21 at The Caaoet 
Pocatello, ID ELON (2-9) 
A. 22° MontanaWestem Elon, NC 
S14 Utah State 5.7." Poi iteration 
3.21 at Montana S44 struman 
S26 Sexemerto State 5.21 Johnson C. Smith 
O15 atEastem Washington $28 tC ART 
0.12 Montana state 0.5. stNorthwestem State 
0.26 Weber State 0.12 St Garner webb 
N2  atPoriond State 0.49 at East Tem. State 
N83 Northem Anons = 2 Hostra 
N16 CalPoy NB Lbery 
N23 etSouemUtsn N16 at Charteston Souther 
MONTANA (15-1) M23, Wottord 
Missoula, GARDNER-WEBB (5-4) 
A238 Boiling Springs, NC 
S7 Morgan State 
Sis 2 Georga Sout 
5.21 East Tern. State 
Os a Chattanoogs 
0.32 at Uberty 
os9 Bon 
0.28 ‘& Potiga International 
N2 Tennessee Marin 
No L'9_ at Choresion Souther 
Nas (16 Savannah State 
N23 
LUBERTY (3-8) 
MONTANA STATE (5-6) Lynchburg VA 
MT Wester Carina 
ASL West Ubery 
S7 Anpaectian State 
32 stbcr 
S25 Gardner wed 
os at Aion 
riety hadeston Southern 
0.39 ava 
0.26 Easter Kertuchy 
K2 Ero 
i eos a 
Woollen GATEWAY 
NORTHERN ARIZONA (8-4) ILLINOIS STATE (2-9) 
gata. AZ f 
A 29 atAsaona Aa 
5.7 StCalPoy ST 
3.14 Sam Houston Sa 
$28 Porton State 223 
0.5 Weber site Os 
0.42 Sarameno site 7 
0.19 SEastem Washington 0.15 
0.26 Mentana State O38 
X23 Montana N2 
NS stkioho Site oe) 
N16 att Mary's Nas 
PORTLAND STATE (7-4) INDIANA STATE (3-7) 
, OR Terre Haute, IN 
ASL Stephen F.ausin 4°25 gt Western Mcngan 
Sis NAST S.7_ Cumberland 
$2 scm 314 sos sie 
st Nortbem Aizen $21 Eater heats 
0.5 Sweros State $2 tery Sete 
0.12 Easter Washingion 0.5, at Youngstonn State 
0.19 atSacamentoSiaie 12 SWalssoun Site 
0.26 Montana 0.19 at Westem nos 
N2 ato State 0.25. at Westem Hentucty 
Ns weder Site N2°Nocther towa 
NIG a Moctana Siste = 3 at Souther Inois 
436 tino Sate 
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NORTHERN IOWA (11-3) 
Cedar Falls, 1A 
29 Wayne State (Mi) 

a Onishama Sate 
Stephen F Austin 
at Cal Poy 
Western Kentucky 
at Souther Hinots 
St Youngstown State 
itinais State 
at indiana State 
Wester tingis 
‘SW Missouri State 


‘SOUTHERN ILLINOIS (1-9) 
Carbondale, IL 
Kentucky Wesleyan 
SE Missout State 
14 at Murray State 
21 West Virginia Tech 
at Eastern Michigan 
Westem tinois 
12 Northern lows 
19 at linois State 
26 a SW Missout State 
‘t Youngstown State 
fnciana State 
Wester Kentucky 


zzze29—NNy 
BMRSEB ~ 


Youngstown State 
5 atiinois State 
42 at indiana State 
Western Kertuehy 
26 Souther lingis 
Wester linols 
at Norther foxa 


at Western Kentcy 
at Norte tinois 
Sam Houston 

3t Southern iioos 
itinois State 

Indiana State 
Youngstown State 

at SW Missour State 


BRER 


Beng 


16 at Southern Uiah 

WESTERN KENTUCKY (8-4) 

Bowling Green, KY 

A31 at Kanses State 
Kentuchy State 

Western lis 

Youngstown Site 

at MeNeese State 

3 Northern lowa 

Fords international 

at SW Missouri State 


<< eFpopENY 
SURBROR! 


/OUNGSTOWN ST.(8-3) 
ngstown, OH 
laron 
feneese State 
2 Western Kentucky 
SSW Wiss State 
insane State 
st Ponsa Atte 
Northern tea 
st Wester o's 
Sourem tins 
ele Sie 


z 


py zzz DOC OMMND 
fe POM RERORN AR 


New York, NY 


DARTMOUTH (1-8) 
Hanover, NH 

at Colgate 
New Hampshire 
5 atPem 
12 Yale 
19 Holy Cross 

at Columbia 
2 Harvard 
3 atComet 
16 Brow 

‘at Princeton 


at Princeton 
2° Dartmouth 
9 Columbia 
16 atPem 


at Lafayette 
Lehigh 
Dartmouth 
10 at Villanova 
19 Columbia 
16 at Yale 

Brown 

at Princeton 
1S Hawa 
23 at Comell, 


PRINCETON (3-6) 
Princeton, NJ 
at Leth 
Lafayette 
at Columbia 
2 Colgate 
9 Brown 
5 Harvard 
at Comet 
Penn 
18 at Yale 
Dartmouth 


5 Holy Cross 
42 at Dartmouth 
at Lohan 

26 Pom 

2 coumbia 

9 atBrom 

26 Prineston 
at Harvard 


‘CANISIUS (1-8) 
Buffalo, NY 
7. att John's 
at Mast 
Siona 

St Peter's 
ations 

a Salle 

at Abany 

at Faia 

t Dajton 
Duquesne 

at Stony Brook 


IQUESNE (8-3) 


Bucknell 
14 at Siena 
21 Marist 
at Dayton 
5 Latayette 
at SL Peter's 
19 St Jon's 
26 atla Salle 
2 lone 
9 atCanisius 
16 Fairfield 
FAIRFIELD (5-5) 
Fairfield, C 
Feirmont State 
M4 atlasale 
21 at Georgetown 
28 Fordham 
5 a Marist 
32 ona 
at Siena 
Canisus 
Si Peter's 
Stone's 
16 at Duquesne 


zeepecoupy. 
SeORBRORRE 


2 


2EzPpeou NN 


44 at Wagner 
at St John's 
Montelar State 
5 Canisius 
12 at Farfets 
ia Salle 
25 at Marist 
2 at Duquesne 
9 S.Peters 
16 at Socted Hoart 
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LASALLE (5-4) 
Philadelphia, PA 
5.7. Wegner 
S14 Faitied 
S24 atSt Peters 
5.28 Sena 

5 at Catholic 
12 at Canisus 
19. atjona 
26 Duquesne 
2 St.Francis 
9 Mast 
16 at St John's 


MARIST (3-6) 
Poughkeepsie, NY 
5.7. Socred Heart 
14 Canisius 
21 at Duquesne 
28 Wagner 

5 Fattels 
42 St Jon's 
39 att Pater's 
28 ona 

2 at Georgetown 
9 atlaSale 
16 atSlena 


SIENA (1-8) 
Loudonville, NY 
S.7 atlona 
44 Doqwesne 
21 at Canisius 
28 ata Sale 
5 atst Peters 
12 at Socred Heart 
19 Fartels 
26 Stony Brook 
2 St John's 
16 Mast 
ST. JOHN'S (1-9) 
New York. NY 
7 Coniss 
14 at Stony Brook 
20. ona 
28 
42 atMarst 
49. at Doquesne 
St Poter's 
2 Siena 
2 at Fairfeld 
16 LaSalle 


SehR 


oer fa rs] 
Esty Hor ke 


‘at Cental Conn, State 


ST. PETER'S (10-1) HAMPTON (7-4) NORFOLK STATE (5-6) MONMOUTH (7-3) 
Jersey City, NJ ‘Hampton, VA Norfolk, VA W. Long Branch, NJ 
A stFordatntemavons) 431" atlomesNadson St Vega State 5.7. atlatnetio 
SP a rocham S7) SwwssourSmte Si Soymmah Stee S14 Seed Hoot 
Sis aS Fares S18 Hows 3.28 xbetuneCocrman 5.21 st Morgan Sa 
Sa lass 3.21 com Stee as shout S28 Soot Mon 
S.28 at Canisius 0.5 at Delaware State 0.12 SC Sute 0.42 Stony Brook 
05 Siena 0.12 Bowie State 0.29 at Hampton 0.29 Central Conn. State 
0.42 Duquesne 8:19 Nort Ste 0:26 Fords ant 8.26 signer 
O18 Maret 8:36 ste Saxe ND) stowed Na Towson 
as ae ee No) at Rona aaa NS Mergn Sate Ne. Strands 
N2 at Fait R 8 Gunwecoimn is Dama Se Nie atAbany 
MEAC N23 _at Mocgan State oxmenue se Ropes ces (3) 
BETHUNE-COOKMAN (5-4) Hower (9. ‘SC STATE (6-5) ieee 
BEC core HOWARD (2-8), Orangeburg, SC Sia atbayton 
Jaytona Beach, 
Pees ee oC S71 Beneiet® $21 Geral Com, State 
Sr cece ae Mes Soumem «S14 Walled $28 Monmouth 
Sila ative Bow anton S21 atSearnan Site 05. a Socod Heart 
SH athonca me 0.5) apenas Oz Stipe 
Sie Noto Sate Rios Bom «12 whofokSute = 0.26 at aman 
0:5) Neve State Ponte kant 0.39 Betwneconkron NZ) Abary 
02 Doone Same Horgn Se 0.28 Hanson NS StStery Brook 
Ge ssh rer KE Roseroesue is a S.focs 
= fonee 
N39 atHampton aS State NS Morgan State ‘SACRED HEART (11-0) 
Nis. fowert Saentcodie os mee Farfeld, CT 
oS Soman oes Delaware State EColums. SC = ff pete 
acsomvle, Sxtarta ch Sa StMermoun 
‘sFort Lauderdale, MORGAN STATE (2-8) _ 21 Abany 
hoo Baltimore, MD NORTHEAST $22 sev fance 
ACS at Gornerwedo O15 Revert Moris 
DELAWARE STATE (5-6) $3* 25 ALBANY (7-3) Siz Seer 
Dover, DE S14 Rona ane Aba, NY 0.19 a Stony Boo 
AGH" ations prom 231 Hwmouth Se Montane 038 Ges oom Sts 
57 Savannah State 0.5 BetwneCockmen «S14 Central Conn. State ND” Wagner 
ch Rr EN mace SH wGewien Nis oe 
s Bampion 0.19. at Howard 28 at Stony Broom 
O12 aw Berinecesinan 6.26 ura Sue =O ager SI. FRANCIS (0-20) 
Dae ma $2) Mors Brom 02 some Loretto, PA 
ar U3 Mhoronsine = 39 Cons Sr Doyo 
Ne MM ese HIS. mtSC Sate 26 Strmes Sie scpcers 
73 abe coche OF No Mrmecerstind 9:3) Soy Bom 
FLORIDA A&M (6-4) bagrenege Ra 0.12 st Comal Con. State 
Tallahassee, FL TIES 9.19 Wagner 
‘at Mian Greensboro, NC 0.26 at Abany 
Ae Bin, AST Ne Conte N2> Zlnsae 
Notgon Sues $7. Jackeon Ste i. 
Wosmoe sae SM xrotadSue S$ Nie. Fobert Mors 
femeseeSas 5.28 Ben STONY BROOK (3-8) 
SC State 0.5. Norfolk State S ) 
Howard 9.12 Morgan State s ‘Stony Brook, NY 
teat O19 ot hoe Aa 3 Sit Staohn's 
Brora Site 0.26 st Hone 8 S21 atWoget 
Hemgton 2 Betumetockman 0.18 $26 Moony 
oy Saree U3 xteiwseSae 0.26 stssceotest OS at St Faeis 
EokseCekeens) At 1b. themes 2 Som boo 0.12 atiomoa 
Neicionat, O8 Nas Sesuee NO Wager 035 Saved eat 
Hicorms cA Trae ne 0.28 meena 
‘hiooie Ae Setanta, GA $2 atonal Con, State 
Foren. FL NG fobert one 
Nie Conus 


Me, 
re 
= a 


Authentic Signed 


WAGNER (3-6) 
Staten Isiand, NY 
S7 ataSsle 
4 

2 
28 


5 atAbany 

32 overt Moris 

39. att Fane 
Monmaith 

2 at Socres Heart 

3 at Central Conn. State 

16 at Jocksonvile 


OHIO VALLEY 


EASTERN ILLINOIS (9-2) 
Charleston, IL 

ASL atHawail 

S34 atkansas State 
21 Insiana State 

28 Winois State 

5 x Tennessee Tech 
12 Easter Kentucky 
19 atSEMissoun State 
2 atTeenessee Sisto 
3 TermesseeMartin 
36 Florda Atlante 

23 at Murray Sate 


EASTERN KENTUCKY (8-2) 
Richmond, KY 

‘3% Oregon State 
31 Appalachian State 
Fotda Alantic 
Giemvale State 
Tennessee Martin 
3 Eastem Winois 
Murray State 
Bt Tennessee Tech 
at Uberty 
SE Missour State 
at Tennessee State 


MURRAY STATE (4-6) 
Murray, KY 


5.21 


Southern tins 
a ingle State 
at incians State 
Temressoe Tech 
19 at Easier Kentucky 
25 SEMissou Site 
2 Samioo 

9 Tennessee State 

16 at Tennessee Martin 
23 Eastern tials 


% SportsMemorabilia 


‘Saylor Sas S 
Sons Dog hOraZ ms 39 


Barer GUTS. $45 
Brees Dew DTS $69 
Greet Dew 9) TSP. $73 
Base uOUAR SES 63 


FOOTBALL MINI 


Dam LOWNER $42 
Dentanmas $22 
Funtom@as $= 
Fass Om MorSCSAS 
Gone £ ROESAS S58 
Gorge, fase SSS. S308 
Gombe fOAs. $45 
Geman Roveuss < 
Gane Oc ISPS 7S 
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DIVISION I-AA Preview 


by Rick Bailey 


he Big Sky Conference gets no 
T respect for its defense, yet the Mon- 
tana Grizzlies, on their march to the 
2001 Division I-AA title, came within the 
last play of the last game ofits consecu- 
tive shutouts, The Grizzlies (15-1) blanked 
Northern Iowa 38-0 in the taal and 
upended Furman 13-6 for their second title 
on their fourth trip to the championship 
game in seven 
‘An encore? “Everybody loves to dream, 
and this program has big dreams and big 
visions,” coach Joe Glenn But we've 
done a great job staying focused on the here 
and now. You can't be 12-0 until you're 1-0.” 
Quarterback John Edwards will be “the 
pitcher of record,” but Brandon Neill will be 
“When 


the reliever, according to Glenn. 


Montana QB John Edwards 


John gets dinged or things aren't going per- 
fect, Brandon is right there.” 

Edwards isnt flashy, but he is efficient and 
can scramble. He passed for 2,160 yards in 
the regular season. 

The Grizzlies must replace Yohance 
Humphrey, the school’s all-time leading 
rusher. Redshirt freshmen J.R. Waller and 
David Gober and junior Branden Malcom 
are seeking the job. They will run behind a 
line that returns four starters. 

Portland State (7-4) should offer the 
main challenge. The Vikings return All-Big 
Sky quarterback Juston Wood and Freshman 
of the Year running back Ryan Fuqua. Wood 
passed for 3,200 yards and 23 touchdowns. 
Fuqua ran for 393 yards againse Eastern 
Washington, Improvement on defense may 
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help Portland into the playoffs. Northern 
Arizona (8-3) and Montana State (5-6) 
also hope to reach the post-season. 


Atlantic 10 

William & Mary (8-4) and Maine (9-3) 
were part of a four-way tie for the Atlantic 10 
title last year but may ‘be alone at the top this 
fall. The Tribe return second-team all-con- 
ference quarterback Dave Corley, who 
passed for 2,584 yards and 19 touchdowns 
during the regular season. Rich Musinski 
will be Corley’s primary receiver, and 
Johnathan Smith will try to improve on his 
12 rushing touchdowns as a freshman. 

Quarterback Jake Eaton threw for 505 
yards in two playoff games for Maine. Stefan 
Gomes was his main target. Linebacker 
Stephen Cooper was co-Defensive Player of 
the Year in the league and is expected to be a 
Buck Buchanan Award finalist for I-AA’s top 
defensive player. Hofstra (9-3) must replace 
quarterback Rocky Butler. Junior Trevor 
Dimmie is the leading rusher. Linebacker 
Tyree Johnson anchors the defense. 

K.C. Keeler, an outstanding coach for 
Division III Rowan, replaces the retired 
Tubby Raymond at Delaware (4-6). Ray- 
mond won his 300th game in his 36th year 
with the Blue Hens. 


Big South 

The Big South b ts first season of 
LAA football this fall with four members: 
Charleston Southern (5-6), Elon (2-9), 
Gardner-Webb (6-4) and Liberty (3-8). 


Gateway 

Youngstown State (8—3) missed the 2001 
playoffs but figures to recurn this fall behind 
Gateway Offensive Player of the Year PJ. 
Mays, a running back who gained 1,446 
yards and scored 21 rushing touchdowns. 
Second-year coach Jon Heacock must 
replace quarterback Jeff Ryan. Wide 
receiver/returner Jerald Burley is back. 

Defending champion Northern Iowa 
(11-3) returns leading rusher Adam Benge, 
who scored four touchdowns in a playoff win 
over Eastern Illinois. Tom Petrie and senior 
Griff Jurgens will compete at quarterback. 
The defense is led by tackles Terrell Morgan 
and Robert Hamre. 

Western Kentucky (8-4) tied for second 
in its Gateway debut but took a hit in the 
secondary. The Hilltoppers were second in 
LAA in scoring defense (11.1 points). A 
new quarterback must be able to run coach 
Jack Harbaugh’s L-bone offense. 


ATHLON® 


Sports™ 


Ivy 

Defending champion Harvard (9-0) lost 
most of its defense, but linebacker Dante 
Balestracci returns. All-Ivy first-team quarter- 
back Neil Rose is back along with receiver 
Carl Morris, the Ivy's 2001 Player of the Year. 

Princeton (3-6) is the darkhorse thanks 
to an experienced squad, including quarter- 
back David Splithoff. The Tigers return 17 
other starters this fall, including three of 
Splithoff’s favorite targets — receivers Chi- 
som Opara and B.J. Szymanski and tight 
end Mike Chiusano. 

Brown (6-3) expects to contend thanks to 
its ever-improving defense. The Bears return 
eight starters on defense and should have one 
of the top linebacking corps in the league. 
Penn (8-1) took a lot of losses on both sides of 
the ball. The Quakers lost quarterback Gavin 
Hoffman, their all-time leading passer, and 
first-team All-Ivy running back Kiis Ryan, No. 
4 in LAA with 144.9 yards per game. 


Top 25 

1. Montana 

2. Appalachian State 

3. Youngstown State 

4. Eastern Illinois 

5. William & Mary 

6. McNeese State 

7. Grambling 

8. Florida A&M 

9. Lehigh 
10. Furman 
11. Northern lowa 
12. Portland State 
13. Maine 
14. Northwestern State 
15. Georgia Southern 
16. Eastern Kentucky 
17. Hofstra 
18. Northern Arizona 
19. Jackson State 
20. Western Kentucky 
21. Hampton 
22. Colgate 
23. Stephen F. Austin 
24. Southern 
25. Tennessee Tech 
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DIVISION I-AA Preview 


Metro Atlantic 


Duquesne (8-3) has won the MAAC five 
of the last seven years, including the last 
three, and boasts some top returnees. Cor- 
nerback Leigh Bodden needs seven intercep- 
tions to tie the national record of 28. 
AIl-MAAC quarterback Niel Locbig threw 
for 2,112 yards and 22 touchdowns as a 
freshman. St. Peter’s (10-1) improved six 
victories from 2000 and returns several 
standouts on d Shawn Poling, the 
2001 MAAC D Rookie of the Year, 
anchors the defensive line. Running back 
Derek Clayton was the league's top offensive 
rookie, 


Mid-Eastern 


Perennial sani Florida A&M (7-4) 


and Aereen 
ey Printers, who transferred from TCU 
after guiding the Horned Frogs to three bow! 
appearances, Hampton (7-4) returns 18 
starters, including junior quarterback Tim 
Frazier, 

Bethune-Cookman (6-4) has Andre 
McGill, a transfer from Oklahoma State, and 
2000 Rookie of the Year runner-up Allen 
Suber at quarterback, Howard (2-9) returns 
two-time MEAC Defensive Player of the 
Year Tracy White at linebacker, 


Northeast 

Robert Morris (6-3) is the li 
over Sacred Heart, (11-0) whic 
off an 11-win season, Robert Mortis lost 
quarterback Tim Levcik, a two-time North- 
east Offensive Player of the Year. Returning 
is running back Sam Dorsett, who gained 
1,116 yards eat, and two-time All- 
Northeast tight end Brent Hockenberry. 

Sacred Heart lost its quarterback, running 
back and top receiver but is stacked on 
defense led by linebacker Kayode Mayowa, a 
two-time Defensive Player of the Year. 
Albany (7-3) returns quarterback Ryan 
Roeder and linebacker Josh Bazan. 


Ohio Valley 

Two-time OVC Offensive Player of the 
Year Tony Romo returns to Eastern Illinois 
(9-2). The Panthers’ senior quarterback led 
LAA in passing efficiency while throwing for 
2,068 yards and 21 touchdowns. J.R. Taylor 
ran for 1,177 yards and 18 touchdowns and 
was first-team All-OVC. 

Eastern Kentucky (8—2) coach Roy Kidd 
won his 300th game as the Colonels won 
eight games but missed the OVC title because 


s coming 


of a 21-17 loss to Eastern Illinois. Tennessee 
Tech (7-3) returns All-America senior defen- 
sive end D,J. Bleisath. He led I-AA with 24 
tackles for a loss and was second with 10 
sacks. 


Patriot 


Four-time defending champion Lehigh 
(11-1) won a playoff game for the third time 
in four years and lost only a handful of play- 
ets to graduation. First-year coach Pete 
Lembo was a co-winner of the Eddie Robin- 
son Award as the division’s best. Colgate 
(7-3) figures to challenge again. Quarter- 
back Tom McCune returns for his third year 
as a starter, All-Patriot first-teamer Nate 
‘Thomas returns at running back. Bucknell 
(6-4) lose to the Patriot League’s top three 
finishers in 2001 — Lehigh, Colgate and 
Fordham — by a combined 14 points. 


Pioneer 

Dayton (10-1) defeated Jacksonville 
(6-5) in the title game as the Pioneer League 
went to division play last fall. The perennial 
champion Flyers will be hard to beat in the 
North, but the South is up for grabs. Dayton 
returns cornerback Mark Kasmer, a co-Defen- 
sive Player of the Year in the Pioneer, quarter- 
back Kelly Spiker, tailback ‘Tony Hurps and 
senior defensive tackle Andy Bentley. 

Jacksonville lost several players, which will 
give Morehead State (6-5) and Davidson 
(5-4) more hope in the South. San Diego 
(6-3) will be Dayton’s top threat behind 
junior quarterback Eric Rasmussen. 


Southern Conference 

Appalachian State (9-4) has something 
rivals Furman and Georgia Southern don't 
have — a returning coach in Jerry Moore. 
The Mountaineers also have a strong defer 
led by consensus All-American Josh Jeff 
at end. He has been a Buck Buchanan final- 
ise the last two years. 

Furman (12-3) reached the LAA title 
game under Bobby Johnson, who left to take 
over the Vanderbilt program. Long-time aide 
Bobby Lamb must replace tailback Louis 
Ivory and linebacker Will Bouton, the 
league's Offensive and Defensive Players of 
the Year, and four other All-Americans. 

Georgia Southern (12-2) lost coach 
Paul Johnson to Navy, but offensive boss 
Mike Sewak will keep the Eagles flying. He 
must replace Adrian Peterson, I-AA’s career 


rushing yardage and touchdown leader, and 
first-team All-Southern quarterback J.R. 
Revere. 


VALACHIAR 


Appalachian State 
QB Joe Burchette 


Southland 


Defending champion McNeese State 
(8-4) inherits the favorite’s role with Sam 
Houston State (10-3) — which shared the 
2001 title with MSU — Northwestern 
State (8-4) and Stephen FE. Austin (6-5) 
next in line. McNeese has three quarterback 
candidates with Vick King the top returning 
tailback. 

Sam Houston must replace quarterback 
Josh McCown, who was drafted by the Ari- 
zona Cardinals in the third round of the 2002 
NEL Draft, but the Bearkats welcome in 
Mario Kinsey, who threw for 1,215 yards as a 
part-time starter at Kansas last season, North- 
western State has a new coach in alumnus 
Scott Stoker. Stephen FE. Austin will have a new 
quarterback who will be throwing to receivers 
Anthony Dingle and Lawrence Hamilton. 


SWAC 

Rebuilding Grambling (10-1) and Jack- 
son State (7-4) are likely division favorites 
in the Southwestern Athletic Conference. 
Quarterback Bruce Eugene hopes to replace 
Randy Hymes at Grambling. Eugene passed 
for 693 yards last year. Tramon Douglas is 
the top returning receiver. The Tigers return 
four offensive starters and five on defense. 

Alcorn State (6-5), behind sophomore 
quarterback Donald Carrie (2,743 yards, 23 
TDs), could challenge Jackson State in the 
Eastern Division. 
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SIDELINES — 


e UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY ° 


SIDELINES 


Kentucky fans may not be accustomed to winning 
championships in football, but the cheerleading 


squad rivals the basketball team in national titles. 


Senior Angela McAfee has been a member of 
three consecutive Cheerleading National 
Champions. The Nutrition major from Jacksboro, 
Tenn., enjoys tennis and plans to work at a gym 
or hospital as a nutritionist after graduation. 


Photos by Tim Clark/Athion Sports 
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Photos by Courtland Richards 
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> 
YOU Walit [0 WIN NG... 
youve got to lay tt on the sie. 


Promotions Endorsed By Friday Night Specials” Monday Night Special” 
© 10% Sign-up Bonus © The Gold Sheet Teasers YOU GUESS IT CONTEST 
© Loyalty Progam - © + © TheRX.com © 6 point Even Fick the one nei bie 
; their score & losing team and their 
10% Back on Net Losses © Frank Rosenthal e65 points 110/100 score forthe Monday Night 
Referral Bonus © WagerOnSports.com : points 120/100 Foothall Game and win 810,000, 
Wayne Root arlays 
See eae a sate 2 team parlay 13.5 / 5 
© OSGA © 3 team parlay 7/1 


*Restrictions apply to all listed promotions, **Regular football season only 
Licensed and Regulated in Antigua. 


Featured on HBO Real Spo. 


Photos by Chris Covatta 
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Under the watchful eye of 
“The Spartan,” the Michigan 
State Spartans take the field 
every Saturday. Senior Katie 
Adams will be there every 
Saturday as well supporting 
the team. Katie, who hails 
from Farmington Hills, Mich., 
is a cheerleader captain and 
has been on the Dean's List at 
MSU for the past two years. 
She is an officer in her soror- 
ity, Alpha Chi Omega, and 
enjoys competitive horseback 
riding as well as dancing. 


Photos by Peter Schlitt 
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NasacortAQ Recruiting Report  Gnpied iy sit Kin 


(triamcinolone acetonide) 


National Top 100 Freshmen of 2002 


Player Pos HT WT Hometown Signed By | Player POs HT WT Hometown Signed By 

1. Vincent Young, QB 6'5"_ 200 Houston, TX Texas | 51. Derek Landri DL 6'2" 275 Concord, CA Notre Dame 
2. Ryan Moore WR 6'3" 185 Orlando, FL Miami | 52, Manuel Wright DL 6'6" 285 Compton, CA USC 
3. Lorenzo Booker RB 5'11" 178 Ventura, CA Florida State | 53. Zach Latimer LB 6'3" 245 Denver, CO Oklahoma 
4, Rodrique Wright DL 6'5" 320 Alief, TX Texas | 54. Eric Winston TE 6'5" 260 Midland, TX Miami 
5. Gerald Riggs Jr. RB 5'11" 217 Chattanooga, TN Tennessee | 55. David Richard Jr. RB 6'1" 234 St. Louis, MO Mich. State 
6. Chris Davis WR 6'0" 170 St. Petersburg, FL Florida State | 56. Jason Carter DB 178 Tulsa, OK Oklahoma 
7. Ciatrick Fason RB 6'1" 200 Neptune Beach, FL Florida | 57. A.J. Davis ATH 177 Durham, NC NC State 
8. Ben Olson QB 6'4" 210 Thousand Oaks, CA BYU | 58. Tamba Hali DE 255 Teaneck, NJ Penn State 
9. Max Jean-Giles OL 6'5" 340 Miami, FL Georgia | 59. DeShawn Wynn = RB 215 Cincinnati, OH Florida 
10. Mike D'Andrea LB 6'3" 240 Avon Lake, OH Ohio State | 60. Kyle Williams OL 280 Dallas, TX USC 
11. Larry Dibbles DL 6'4" 280 Lancaster, TX Texas | 61. Travis Leitko OL 250 The Woodlands, TX Notre Dame 
12. Reggie McNeal QB 6'3" 190 Lufkin, TX Texas A&M | 62. Aaron Harris LB 230 Mesquite, TX Texas 
13. Pat Watkins DB 6'4" 195 Tallahassee, FL Florida State | 63. Kyle Brown RB 195 West Bloomfield, MI Mich. State 
14. Deljuan Robinson DL 6'4" 270 Hernando, MS Miss. State | 64. Doug Datish OL 6'5" 290 Warren, OH Ohio State 
15. Nathan Rhodes OL 6'7" 305 Bakersfield, CA Washington | 65. Marcus Jackson DE 6'3" 235 Norcross, GA Georgia 
16. Brandon Jefferies OL 6'5" 275 Shelby, NC Tennessee | 66. Maurice Stovall WR 6'5" 205 Philadelphia, PA Notre Dame 
17. Michael Johnson RB 5'10" 187 Newport News, VA Virginia | 67. Marco Martin DL 6'4" 331 Mesquite, TX Texas 
18. Ahmad Brooks LB 6'4" 242 Woodbridge, VA Virginia | 68. Jarrad Page DB 200 San Leandro, CA UCLA 
19. Haloti Ngata DL 6'4" 324 Salt Lake City, UT Oregon | 69. Michael Hawkins DB 6'2" 180 Carrollton, TX Oklahoma 
20. Leon Washington ATH 5'9" 180 Jacksonville, FL Florida State | 70. Darnell Bing DB 6'2" 220 Lakewood, CA USC 
21. Winston Justice OL 6'6" 305 Long Beach, CA USC | 71, Kamerion Wimbley DL 6'4" 225 Wichita, KS Florida State 
22. Derek Morris OL 6'6" 360 Huntersville, NC Ohio State | 72. Chase Pittman DE 6'5" 265 Shreveport, LA Texas 
23. Ricardo Hurley LB 6'2" 220 Greenwood, SC S. Carolina | 73. Eric McNeal DB 6'2" 191 Gardena, CA UCLA 
24. Bryan Pickryl DE 6'5" 210 Tulsa, OK Texas | 74. James Bonelli OL 6'6" 285 Ventura, CA Notre Dame 
25. Dishon Platt WR 6'0" 180 Punta Gorda, FL Florida State | 75. Jonathan Wade WR 5'11" 180 Shreveport, LA Tennessee 
26. Justin Blalock OL 6'4" 340 Plano, TX Texas | 76. Montavis Pitts ATH 6'1" 180 Loachapoka, AL Auburn 
27. Jerious Norwood RB 6'1" 190 Brandon, MS Miss, State | 77. Kai Parham LB 6'3" 233 Virginia Beach, VA Virginia 
28. Marquis Johnson WR 6'4" 200 Champaign, IL Texas | 78. Devin Aromashodu WR 6'2" 185 Miami Springs, FL Auburn 
29. Julian Jenkins DE 6'4" 240 Atlanta, GA Stanford | 79. Heath Benedict OL 6'6" 285 Greer, SC Tennessee 
30. Kedric Golston DL 6'4" 285 Tyrone, GA Georgia | 80. David Horne RB 6'0" 192 Omaha, NE Nebraska 
31. Darren Williams DB 6'3" 215 Clarksdale, MS Miss. State | 81. Aaron Miller DB 6'1" 175 Fresno, CA Oklahoma 
32. Devin Hester WR 5'11" 168 Riviera Beach, FL Miami | 82. Chris Baker WR 6'1" 185 Osceola, AR Arkansas 
33. James Banks QB 6'3" 195 Indianapolis, IN Tennessee | 83. Quinn Pitcock DL 6'4" 285 Piqua, OH Ohio State 
34. Gavin Dickey QB 6'0" 190 Tallahassee, FL Florida | 84. Anthony Martinez QB 6'3" 217 Montpelier, VA Virginia 
35. Trent Edwards QB 6'4" 195 Los Gatos, CA Stanford | 85. Selvin Young RB 6'0" 195 Houston, TX Texas 
36. Parys Haralson LB 6'2" 235 Flora, MS Tennessee | 86. Glenn Ohaeri RB 5'9" 190 San Bernardino, CA UCLA 
37. Chris Anderson DL 6'3" 275 Jacksonville, FL Florida State | 87. Matt Gutierrez QB 6'4" 210 Concord, CA Michigan 
38. Richard Washington WR 6'1" 175 Ft. Myers, FL NC State | 88. Edorian McCullough DB 5'141" 175 Garland, TX Texas 
39. Marcus Vick QB 190 Newport News, VA Virginia Tech | 89. Neale Tweedie OL 6'5" 255 Lucas, TX Texas 
40. Justin Zwick QB 215 Massillon, OH Ohio State | 90. Albert Hardy RB 5'11" 215 Houston, TX Texas 
41. Robert Timmons WR 205 Flower Mound, TX Texas | 91. William Cooper DB 180 Flint, MI Michigan 
42. Ben Obomanu WR 185 Selma, AL Auburn | 92. Aaron Kirkland ATH 250 Fayetteville, NC Tennessee 
43. Marvin Byrdsong LB 230 Longview, TX Miss. State | 93. DaBryan Blanton WR 170 Forney, TX Oklahoma 
44. Maurice Clarett RB 240 Warren, OH Ohio State | 94. Jonathan Mapu = DL 265 Kahuku, HI Tennessee 
45. Lonnie Davis TE 255 Jacksonville, FL Florida State | 95. Jason Avant WR 200 Chicago, IL Michigan 
46. Jason Allen DB 6'2" 200 Muscle Shoals, AL Tennessee | 96. Hershel Dennis RB 190 Long Beach, CA USC 
47. Tyler Palko QB 6'2" 200 Imperial, PA Pittsburgh | 97. Isaiah Stanback QB 190 Seattle, WA Washington 
48. Marcedes Lewis TE 6'6" 240 Long Beach, CA UCLA | 98. Randy Hand OL 315 Fort Myers, FL Florida 
49. Gabriel Watson DL 6'4" 334 Novi, MI Michigan | 99. Nate Harris LB 205 Miami, FL Miami 
50. Rhema McKnight WR 6'2" 190 La Palma, CA Notre Dame | 100.Jabari Levey OL 295 Moncks Corner, SC _S. Carolina 
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¢ Recruiting Re-Cap issue (March) 
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Recruiting Report 


National Top 50 Recruiting Classes of 2002 


1. TEXAS 41. AUBURN 24. NOTRE DAME 34. WASHINGTON STATE 41. NORTH CAROLINA 
2. OHIO STATE 12, SOUTH CAROLINA 22. TEXAS A&M 32, ALABAMA 42. SYRACUSE 
3, TENNESSEE 43. usc 23. PENN STATE 33. MICHIGAN STATE 43. ILLINOIS 
4, GEORGIA 14. LSU 24. FLORIDA 34. WEST VIRGINIA 44. VIRGINIA TECH 
5. FLORIDA STATE 15. WASHINGTON 25. ARIZONA 35. NORTH CAROLINA ST. 45. BOSTON COLLEGE 
6. OKLAHOMA 16. KANSAS STATE 26. CLEMSON 36. PURDUE 46. TEXAS TECH 
7. MIAMI 17. MICHIGAN 27. MISSOURI 37. PITTSBURGH 47. OREGON 
8. UCLA 18. ARKANSAS 28. OKLAHOMA STATE = 38. MARYLAND 48. SOUTHERN MISS 
9. VIRGINIA 19. ARIZONA STATE 29. MISSISSIPPI 39. BRIGHAM YOUNG 49. WISCONSIN 
10. COLORADO 20. MISSISSIPPI STATE 30. IOWA STATE 40. NEBRASKA 50. IOWA 
1. FSU 6. NORTH CAROLINA 1. OHIO STATE 7. WISCONSIN 
2. VIRGINIA 7. DUKE 2. MICHIGAN 8. 10WA 
3. CLEMSON 8. GEORGIA TECH 3. PENN STATE 9. MINNESOTA 
4, NC STATE 9. WAKE FOREST 4. MICHIGAN STATE 10. NORTHWESTERN 
5. MARYLAND 5. PURDUE 11. INDIANA 
6. ILLINOIS 
4. Lorenzo Booker RB S111" 178 Ventura, CA Florida State 4. Mike D'Andrea LB 63" 240 Avon Lake, OH Ohio State 
2. Chris Davis WR 60" 170 St.Petersburg,FL ‘Florida State 2. Derek Morris OL 6'6" 360 Huntersville, NC Ohio State 
3. Pat Watkins DB 6'4" 195 Tallahassee, FL Florida State 3. Justin Zwick QB 6'4" 215 Massillon, OH Ohio State 
4, Michael Johnson RB 5'10" 187 Newport News, VA Virginia 4. Maurice Clarett. RB 60" 230 Warren, OH Ohio State 
5. Ahmad Brooks ic Virginia 5. Gabriel Watson DL 6'4" 334 Novi, MI Michigan 
6. Leon Washington Florida State 6. David Richard J. RB 6" 234 St. Louis, MO Michigan State 
7. Dishon Platt Florida State 7. Tamba Hali DL 6'4" 255 Teaneck, NU Penn State 
8. Chris Anderson Florida State 8. Kyle Brown WR 6" 195 W.Bloomfield, MI Michigan State 
9. Richard Washington WR 6'1" 175 Ft. Myers, FL NC State 9. Doug Datish OL 65" 290 Warren, OH Ohio State 
10. Lonnie Davis TE 64" 255 Jacksonville, FL Florida State 10. Quinn Pitcock DL 6'4" 285 Piqua, OH Ohio State 
11. Ad. Davis ATH 60" 177 Durham, NC NCState 11. Matt Gutierrez QB 6" 210 Concord, CA Michigan 
12. Kamerion Wimbley DL  6'4" 225 Wichita, KS Florida State 12. William Cooper DB 61" 180 Flint, MI Michigan 
13. Kai Parham LB 6'3". 233 Virginia Beach, VA Virginia 13. Jason Avant WR 6'2" 200 Chicago, IL Michigan 
14, Anthony Martinez QB 6'3" 217 Montpelier, VA Virginia 14. Brandon Snow RB 6'2" 225 Newark, DE Penn State 
15. AJ Nicholson LB 62" 232 WinstonSalem,NC Florida State 15. Nick Mangold OL 64" 270. Kettering, OH Ohio State 
16. Buster Davis LB 5'10" 230 Daytona Beach, FL Florida State 16. Nate Salley DB 63" 180 Ft. Lauderdale, FL Ohio State 
47. Damian Spradiin OL 6'3" 284 Montvale, VA Virginia 17. Mark Farris, OL 66" 295 Pittsburgh, PA Penn State 
18. TristianMcLendon RB 6'2" 220 Albermarle, NC NC State 18. Darnell Hood RB 5°10" 186 Detroit, MI Michigan 
19, Shawne Merriman LB 68" 218 Upper Marlboro, MD Maryland 19. RJ. Coleman TE 65" 265 Clarksburg, WV Ohio State 
20. Kyle Ralph OL 64" 280 Cincinnati, OH North Carolina 20. Drew Stanton QB 64" 216 Farmington Hills, Ml_Michigan State 
1. TEXAS 7. OKLAHOMA STATE 
1. MIAMI 5. VIRGINIA TECH 2. OKLAHOMA 8. IOWA STATE 
2. WEST VIRGINIA 6. BOSTON COLLEGE 3. COLORADO 9. NEBRASKA 
3. PITTSBURGH 7. RUTGERS 4. KANSAS STATE 10. TEXAS TECH 
4. SYRACUSE 8. TEMPLE 5. TEXAS A&M 11. KANSAS 
6. MISSOURI 12. BAYLOR 
1. Ryan Moore WR 6°3". 185 Orlando, FL Miami: 1. Vincent Young QB 200 Houston, TX Texas 
2. Devin Hester WR 511" 168 Riviera Beach, FL Miami 2. Rodrique Wright OL 320 Alief, TX Texas 
3. Marcus Vick QB 6'1" 190 Newport News, VA Virginia Tech 3. Larry Dibbles DL 280 Lancaster, TX Texas 
4. Tyler Palko QB 6'2" 210 Imperial, PA Pittsburgh 4. Reggie McNeal QB 190 Lufkin, TX Texas A&M 
5, Eric Winston TE 6'5" 260 Midland, TX Miami 5. DL 210 Tulsa, OK Texas 
6. Nate Harris LB 6'2") 205 Miami, FL Miami 6. Justin Blalock OL 340 Plano, TX Texas 
7. Curtis Justus TE 66" 200 Perry, OK Miami 7. Marquis Johnson wR 200 Champaign, IL Texas 
8. Jonathan Lewis DL 6'2" 290 Richmond, VA Virginia Tech 8. Robert Timmons wR 205 Flower Mound, TX ‘Texas 
9. Will Blackmon RB Boston College 9. Zach Latimer LB 215 Denver,CO Oklahoma. 
10. Justin Outten OL ‘Syracuse 10. Jason Carter DB 178 Tulsa, OK Oklahoma 
11. Jim Unis DL Boston College 11. Aaron Harris uw 230 Mesquite, TX ‘Texas 
12. Berkeley Hutchinson LB  6'3". 235 Long Branch, NJ Rutgers 12. Marco Martin OL 331 Mesquite, TX Texas 
13. Marc Guillon QB 6'4" 190 Orinda, CA Miami 13. Michael Hawkins DB 180 Carrollton, TX ‘Oklahoma 
44. Akieem Jolla WR 6" 180 New Orleans, LA Miami 14. Chase Pittman OL 265. Shreveport, LA Texas 
15. John Wood DL 6'3". 225 Haileah, FL Miami 15. David Hom RB 192 Omaha, NE Nebraska 
16. Terrell Walden DB 60" 170 Miami, FL Miami 16. Aaron Miller DB 175 Fresno, CA ‘Oklahoma 
17. Baraka Atkins DL 64" 240 Sarasota, FL Miami 17. Selvin Young RB 195 Houston, TX Texas 
18, Kareem Brown DL 60" 250 Miami, FL Miami 18. Edorian McCullough DB 5'11" 175 Garland, TX Texas 
19. Glenn Sharpe DB O5'11" 175 Miami, FL Miami 19. Neale Tweedie OL 6'5" 255 Lucas, TX Texas 
20. Greg Threat DB 6'2" 185 Tallahassee, FL Miami 20. Albert Hardy RB 5'11"_ 215 Houston, TX Texas 
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C-USA RANKINGS 


MOUNTAIN WEST RANKINGS 


1, SOUTHERN MISS 6. TCU 1. BYU 6. WYOMING 
2. MEMPHIS 7.UAB 2. COLORADO STATE 7. SAN DIEGO STATE 
3. HOUSTON 8. TULANE 3. UTAH 8. AIR FORCE 
4. LOUISVILLE 9. CINCINNATI 4. UNLV 
5. EAST CAROLINA 10. ARMY 5. NEW MEXICO 
1. DeAngelo Williams RB 5'9" 195 Wynne, AR Memphis 1. Ben Olson QB 6'4" 210 Thousand Oaks, CA BYU 
2. Robbie D'Angelo OL 6'2" 285 Gulfport, MS Southern Miss 2. Tristan Walker RB 6" 225 Claremont, CA Colorado State 
3. Robert Merrill RB 5'11"_ 195 San Antonio, TX TCU 3. Frederick Collins RB 6" 190 India, CA San Diego State 
4, Abe Brown DB 6'3" 200 Sarasota, FL Louisville 4. Taufui Vakapuna RB Ot 210 Salt Lake City, UT BYU 
5. Willie Henderson DT 6'7" 275 Memphis, TN Memphis 5. Aaron Singh ATH 5'11" 192 Carlsbad, CA BYU 
6. Anthony Johnson QB 6'3" 220 Duncan, SC UAB 6. Marshall Tharpe OB 185 Coto de Caza, CA Colorado State 
7. Roshawn Pope WR 5'10" 180 Galveston, TX Houston 7. Jake Kuresa DL 310 Millville, UT BYU 
8. John Douchette TE 6'2" 248 New Orleans, LA Memphis 8. Andrew Smart LB 220 Salt Lake City, UT Utah 
9. Michael Sturgeon OL 6'3" 270 Louisville, KY Louisville 9. Curtis Brown RB 185 Palmdale, CA BYU 
10. Elvis Dumervil DL 6'0" 240 Miami, FL Louisville 10. Marcus Crawford FB 210 Newbury Park, CA UNLV 
11, Chris Crumpton QB 6'1" 180 Hartselle, AL Southern Miss 11. Deuce Lutui OL 330 Mesa, AZ Utah 
42. Billy Don Malone QB 6'2" 180 Blossom, TX Tulane 12. Adam Hayward LB 214 Westminster, CA Colorado State 
13. L.C. Kirkpatrick DL 6'2". 250 Houston, TX 13. Daniel Coats WR 200 Layton, UT BYU 
44, Maurice Avery QB 6" 195 Atlanta, GA 44. Jeff Rush QB 230 Phoenix, AZ Wyoming 
15, Earl Anderson DL 6'3" 283 San Marcos, TX 15, Ben Stratton DB 200 Cheyenne, WY 
16. Chad Andrus: TE 6'4" 220 Keller, TX 16. Chase Johnson OL 270 Loveland, CO 
17. Herbert Taylor It OL 64". 245 Sugar Land, TX TCU 17. Kole McKamey QB 185 Artesia, NM 
18. James Pinkney QB 6'4" 190 Delray Beach, FL East Carolina 18. Michael Leiter DE 235 Mission Viejo, CA Colorado State 
19. Willie Gaston DB 5'10" 170 Houston, TX Houston 19. Andrew George TE 210 Englewood, CO BYU 
20. Jasper Faulk RB 6'0" 190 Lafayette, LA Southern Miss 20. William Tukuafu DL 6'3" 270 Salt Lake City, UT BYU 
1. UCF 8. MARSHALL 1. UCLA 6. WASHINGTON STATE 
2. TOLEDO 9. AKRON 2. USC 7. OREGON 
3. NORTHERN ILLINOIS 10. BUFFALO 3. WASHINGTON 8. OREGON STATE 
4. BOWLING GREEN 11. CENTRAL MICHIGAN 4, ARIZONA STATE 9. STANFORD 
5. BALL STATE 12. WESTERN MICHIGAN 5. ARIZONA 10. CALIFORNIA 
6. OHIO 13. MIAMI 
7. EASTERN MICHIGAN 14. KENT STATE 
1. Tywin Kalandyk LB 6'2". 210 Live Oaks, FL UCF 1, Nathan Rhodes: OL 305 Bakersfield, CA Washington 
2. Chad Mascoe LB 6'2". 250 Kissimmee, FL UCF 2. Haloti Ngata DL 324 Salt Lake City, UT Oregon 
3. DeMarcus Johnson DT 6'4" 295 Tallahassee, FL UCF 3. Winston Justice OL 305 Long Beach, CA USC 
4, Quinton Broussard RB 5'9" 180 Carrollton, TX Toledo 4, Julian Jenkins DL 240 Atlanta, GA. Stanford 
5. Omar Jacobs QB 6'4" 215 Delray Beach, FL Bowling Green 5, Trent Edwards QB 195 Los Gatos, CA Stanford 
6. Adrian Davis RB 195 Kenosha, WI 6. Marcedes Lewis TE 240 Long Beach, CA UCLA 
7. Matt Vogele LB 6'1". 230 North Bend, OH 7. Manuel Wright DL 285 Compton, CA usc 
8. “Tank” Tunstalle RB 6'1" 205 New Richmond, WV 8. Kyle Williams OL 280 Dallas, TX usc 
9. Michael Radon QB 61" 175 Buffalo, NY 9. Jarrad Page DB 200 San Leandro, CA UCLA 
10. Larry Peoples OL 6'6" 290 Jacksonville, FL 10. Darnell Bing DB 220 Lakewood, CA usc 
11. Brad Seiss RB 6'0" 195 Warsaw, IN Ball State. 11. Eric McNeal DB 191 Gardena, CA UCLA 
42, Mike Donaldson OL 66". 325. Mansfield, OH ‘Akron 12. Glenn Ohaeri RB 490 San Bernardino, CA UCLA 
13, Jamar Landrum DB 62". 200 Pontiac, MI Toledo 13. Hershel Dennis RB 175 Long Beach, CA usc 
14. Mike Berry DE 6'5" 240 Chicago, IL Akron 14, Isaiah Stanback QB 190 Seattle, WA Washington 
15. Jamar White LB 6'3" 235 Dotlon, IL E. Michigan 15. Drew Olson QB 188 Piedmont, CA UCLA 
16. cent Davis LB 6'3" 200 Ft. Lauderdale, FL Ball State 16. Chris Doyle OL 285 Newport Beach, CA usc 
17. Tema Nande LB 61" 210 Grand Rapids, MI MIAMI 17. Brandon Hancock RB 245 Fresno, CA usc 
18. Duane Robinson DE 6'4" 240 Cudahy, WI W. Michigan 18. Donny Mateaki DL 265 Honolulu, HI Washington 
19. Eric Karbowski OL 6'3" 294 Standish, MI 19. Randy Hill RB 200 Tempe, AZ Arizona State 
20. Dominic Moran OL 6'5" 275 Rochester Hills, MI 20. Justin London LB 232 Roanoke, VA UCLA 
1, TENNESSEE 5. LSU 9. OLE MISS 
2. GEORGIA 6. ARKANSAS 10. ALABAMA 
3. AUBURN 7. MISS. STATE 11. VANDERBILT 
4. SOUTH CAROLINA 8. FLORIDA 12, KENTUCKY 
1. Gerald Riggs Jr. RB 5'11" 217 Chattanooga, TN Tennessee 11. Parys Haralson LB 6'2" 235 Flora, MS Tennessee 
2. Ciatrick Fason: RB 6'1" 200 Neptune Beach, FL Florida 12, Ben Obomanu WR 6'3" 185 Selma, AL Auburn 
3. Max Jean-Gilles OL 6'5"_ 340 Miami, FL Georgia 13. Marvin Byrdsong LB 6'3" 240 Longview, TX Miss, State 
4. Deljuan Robinson DL 6'4" 270 Hernando, MS Miss. State 14. Jason Allen DB 6'2". 200 Muscle Shoals, AL Tennessee 
5. Brandon Jefferies OL 6'5" 275 Shelby, NC Tennessee 15. DeShawn Wynn RB 6'0" 210 Cincinnati, OH Florida 
6. Ricardo Hurley LB 63" 235 Greenwood, SC S.Carofina 16. Marcus Jackson DE 6'3". 235. Norcross, GA Georgia 
7. Jerious Norwood RB 6'1" 190 Brandon, MS Miss. State 17. Jonathan Wade WR 60" 180 Shreveport, LA Tennessee 
8. Kedric Golston DL 6'4" 285 Tyrone, GA Georgia 18. Montavis Pitts ATH 6'1" 180 Loachapoka, AL Auburn 
9. Darren Williams DB 6'3" 215 Clarksdale, MS Miss. State 19. Devin Aromashodu WR 6'2" 185 Miami Springs, FL Auburn 
10. James Banks QB 6'3". 195 Indianapolis, IN Tennessee 20. Heath Benedict OL 66" 285 Greer, SC Tennessee 
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MTsu 

IDAHO 

ARKANSAS STATE 

LOUISIANA-MONROE 
Sam Williams ATH 6'2" 
Kelvin German RB OS'11" 
Josh Harris QB 63" 
John Henry OL 6'6" 
Jarvis Murchison DB S'9" 
Matt Newell OL 6'8" 
Eric Smith RB O5'11" 
Damarea Caldwell WR 61" 
John Jackson DL 

Paul Cantrell OL 64" 

|. Jaron Williams LB oN" 

Hank Therien OL 67" 
Terryl Fenton DB 6'2" 
Joseph Merritt It WR 6'0" 
Chris Littleton DB os'11" 
Charles Johnson WR 5'10" 
‘Sean Waller WR 5'10" 
Wendell Octave WR 6'1" 
Jermaine Montgomery LB 6'0" 
Pierre Ingram WR 6'4" 


5. LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 1. FRESNO STATE 

6. NEW MEXICO STATE 2. SMU 

7. NORTH TEXAS STATE 3. HAWAII 

4. TULSA 
5. NEVADA 

180 Spartanburg, SC MTSU 1. Vincent Mays DB 
190 Fairburn, GA MTSU 2. rio Vital RB 
180 Santuck, SC Tsu 3, Samson Satele OL 
305 Nashville, TN MTSU 4. Ricky Miller LB 
175 Jasper, TX Louisiana-Lafayette 5. AaronDanenhauer OL 
285 Las Vegas, NV Idaho 6, Dwayne Andrews LB 
200 Kenner, LA Louisiana-Monroe 7. James Clancy RB 
185 Bastrop, LA Louisiana-Monroe —8. Trestin George uc} 
225 Monroe, LA Louisiana-Monroe 9. Anthony Barnett. =» RB 
316 Canton, GA MTSU 10. Ladarius Love DL 
200 Pasadena, CA Idaho 11. Jordan Christensen QB 
318 Corvallis, OR Idaho 12. Robbie Dubois RB 
190 New Orleans, LA LouisianaLafayette 13. Dane Uperesa OL 
180 Oakdale, LA Louisiana-Monroe 14, James Elliot WR 
195 Osceola, AR Arkansas State 15. Wayman Casey OL 
180 Memphis, TN Arkansas State 16. Leroy White iB 
160 Madison, TN MTSU 17, Daniel Francis wR 
185 St. James, LA Idaho 18. Garrett Mills, RB 
214 Waxahachie, TX Arkansas State «+19. LegeduNaanee = QB. 
200 Stockbridge, GA MTSU 20. Brent Karrington DE 


6. BOISE STATE 
7. SAN JOSE STATE 
8. RICE 
9. LA TECH 
10. UTEP 
200 Rancho Cordova, CA Fresno State 
207 Oakland, CA San Jose State 
285. Kailua, HI Hawaii 
240 Tustin, CA Fresno State 
275 Bentonville, AR Tulsa 
235 Los Angeles, CA Fresno State 
252 Tulsa, OK Tulsa 
187 Berkeley, CA San Jose State 
182 Dallas, TX SMU 
310 Jonesboro, LA Louisiana Tech 
6'3" 185 Fresno, CA Fresno State 
5'10" 205 Mission Viejo, CA Fresno State 
6'5" 300 Honolulu, HI Hawaii 
63" 190 Sonora, TX SMU 
65" 258 Fort Smith, AR Tulsa 
60" 208 Garland, TX Tulsa 
5111" 170 Port Arthur, TX SMU 
61" 211 Tulsa, OK Tulsa 
62" 212 Portland, OR Boise State 
6'3 245 Dallas, TX SMU 


The Best 
Time Of 
Your Life 

Is Calling. 


IT’S THE ONE CALL 


MISS! The Camping World 
catalog has the world’s 


‘one of our stores, visit our 
website, or call our catalog 
number to find out more. 


YOU CAN'T AFFORD TO 


largest selection of RV acces- 
sories and supplies. Come by 


Golf 
Football 


Baseball ° 
Basketball ° 


www.athlonsports.com 
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Live Odds 
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Updated Previews & Predictions __ 
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Autographed Sports Memorabilia — 


Top High School Seniors 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 


RUARTEREREKS 

‘Tommy Grady 215 Huntington Beach, CA 
Chris Leak eo" 190 Charlotte, NC 
Dennis Dixon 64" 180 San Leandro, CA 
Sam Kellar 64" 210 ‘San Ramon, CA 
vJamarcus Russell 6'5" 225 Mobile, AL 
Richard Kovalcheck 6'3" 210 San Diego, CA 
Kyle Wright 64" 195 Danville, CA 
Justin Midget 64" 210 Punta Gorda, CA 
Cliff Davis 6's" 200 Eupora, MS 
Andre Brown 61" 205 Bloomington, IL 
Drew Tate 62" 175 Baytown, TX 
Tommy Zbikowski 61" 190 Buffalo Grove, IL 
Blake Mitchell 64" 190 LaGrange, GA 
Robert Lane 63" 210 Monroe, LA 
Ben Mauk 62" 180 Kenton, OH 
James Battle 62" 195 Denton, TX 
Joe Dailey 60" 200 Jersey City, NJ 
Russell Hemby 61" 195 Orangeburg, SC 
Pete Martinsen 6'4"_-220 Palm Beach, FL 
Syvelle Newton 6'3"_ 210 Bennetsville, SC 
Brett Weyman 63" 225 ‘Avon, CT 
Devin Williams 6'3"_ 195 Arlington, TX 
Todd Boeckman 6'5"_ 220 St. Henry, OH 
Jacob Doss 64" 295 Lexington, KY 
Matt Flynn 63" 220 Tyler, TX 
RUNNING BACKS 

Jason Evans ei" 190 Kennesaw, GA 
Tyrone Moss 5110" 210 Pompano Beach, FL 
Antonio Moss se" 170 Bossier City, LA 
Ally Broussard 225 Lafayette, LA 
Derrick Brown 200 Klein Oak, TX 
James Johnson 190 Port Arthur, TX 
Erik Hardeman 205 Pflugerville, TX 
‘AJ Johnson 225 Bolingbrook, IL 
Pierre Thomas 180 Lansing, IL 
Danny Burney 170 ‘Sylmar, CA 
Tim Castille 220 Birmingham, AL 
Sam Killingworth 5'10" 185 Ruleville, MS 
Anton Campbell —6'0"_ 185 O'Fallon, OH 
Cade Pittman 60" 190 North Platte, NE 
Reggie Bush 180 ‘San Diego, CA 
Andre Callender 5'10" 185 ‘West Orange, NJ 
Cornel Johnson 6'0"_ 210 Las Vegas, NV 
Chris Alexander 61" 225 Humble, TX 
Barrington Edwards 6'1" 210 Bowie, MD 
Demetris Summers 6'2" 215 Lexington, SC 
Courtney Tennial 5'10" 210 Glenpool, OK 
Skyler Thornton 6'0"_ 195 LaGrange, GA 
Eric Packer 59" 185 ‘Camden, AL 
Joe Cohen 63" 240 Palm Bay, FL 
Ron Thomas 6'1" 200 Victor Memorial, TX 


WIDE RECEIVERS /TI IGHT ENDS 


Bu. Vickers 
Ervin Taylor 
Craig Davis 
Steve Smith 
‘Sean Bailey 
Greg Chambers 
Trey Koziol 

Mark Bradford 
Phillip Jones 
Lonnie Hurst 
Whitney Lewis 
Willie Hodges 
Devin Jordan 
Tristen Ross 
Dorien Bryant 
Greg Olsen 
Marcel Frost 
‘Quintin Daniels 
Ryan Mundy 
Jonathan Stupar 
Garrett Bushong 
Louis Irizarry 
‘Stephone Robinson 
Anthony Hill 
Antonio Cromartie 6'3" 


Venice, CA 
Mission, TX 

New Orleans, LA 
Woodland Hills, CA 
Alpharetta, GA 

Mill Creek, WA 
Hinsdale, IL 

Los Angeles, CA 
Denton,TX 

Detroit, MI 

Ventura, CA 
Houston, TX 
Massillon, OH 
Shreveport, LA 
‘Swedesboro, NJ 
‘Wayne Hills, NJ 
Lyndhurst, OH 

Los Angeles, CA 
Pittsburgh, PA 
State College, PA 
lonia, MI 
Youngstown, OH 
Denver, CO 
Jacksonville, FL 
195 Tallahassee, FL 


Jordy Lipsey 

Joe Holler 
‘Shannon Boatman 
Kenyon Buford 
Chad Macktin 
Tyler Mediin 


320 
280 
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DEFENSIVE sigelh 


Doug Van Dyke 
‘Steven Jones 
Lawrence Jackson 
Tate Pittman 
Moe Damper 


ee" 
oe" 
ea" 
os" 
oa" 
er 
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BRRBSISIES 


LINEBACKERS 

Andre Reese 62" 225 Pierson, FL 
Wes Jefferson 61" 230 Brandywine, MD. 
Demario Pleasant 6'3" 200 Lewisville, TX 
Xavier Adibi 63" 210 Hampton, VA 
Brandon Jackson 6'3"_ 225 Lake Charles, LA 
TaTa Thompson 63" 225 Garland, TX 
Jim Pressley 63" 225 Highland, MI 
Lamar Mitchell 6'0"__230 Dayton, TX 
Gene Coleman 6'3"_-225 Lake Wales, FL 
LaMarr Woodley 6'3"_ 245, Saginaw, Mi 
Emie Simms 61" 225 Tallahassee, FL 
Vince Hall 61" 230 Chesapeake, VA 
Joe Kedra 64" 220 Cherry Hill, NJ 
Jermaine Dias 62" 210 Hackensack, NJ 
Emest Jones 64" 210 Henderson, NJ 
Preston Burgess 63". 220 Warren, OH 
Desmond Williams 6'2" 235 Dacula, GA 
Brandon Jackson 6'3" 220 Lake Washington, LA 
Horatio Blades 61" 230 Plantation, FL 
‘Chad Adams 62" 235 Anchorage, AR 
Brian Banks 63" 230 Long Beach, CA 
‘Tahj Bomar 62" 210 Kent, WA 
Ryan Brown 6'2" 225 Moncks Corner, SC 
Jerome Johnson 6'2"_ 230 Los Angeles, CA 
Dane Zaslaw 62" 240 Edmond, OK 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 

Prescott Burgess 6'3" 210 Warren, OH 
Chris Russell 63" 180 Nashville, TN 
Tarell Brown 540" 180 North Mesquite, TX 
Jesse Daniel 60" 180 Breaux Bridge, LA 
Limus Sweed 65" 190 Brenham, TX 
Donte Whitner 60". 170 Cleveland, OH 
Tony Cade 62" 200 Lewisville, TX 
Eric Jackson 62" 180 Duncanville, TX 
Jordan Jackson 6'5"_ 200 Bunkie, LA 
Tony Gonzalez 60" 180 Cleveland, OH 
Paul Oliver 60" 180 Kennesaw, GA 
Brian Jones 61" 180 ‘Avon Lake, OH 
Dareus Hiley 61" 180 Cleveland, OH 
Ryan Smith S110" 175 La Puente, CA 
‘Brandon Tripp 62" 190 Los Alamitos, CA 
John Randle 61" 175 Wichita, KS 
Dee Webb 10" 185 Jacksonville, FL 
Carlton Bailey sti" 170 Jonesboro, GA 
Charles Timbers 5'10" 170 Oakhurst, NJ 
Chad Johnson = S'11"_ 180 Shreveport, LA 
Chris Felder Bit" 170 Thomasville, AL 
Josh Ford 5110" 170 Carson, CA 
‘Trumaine McBride 5'10" 170 Clarksdale, MS 
Quinton Person S'11" 175 Greenville, NC 
Quinton Culberson 6'2" 200 Jackson, MS 
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Athlon Sports’ Ultimate Road Trip 2002 
This is the third year for Athlon Sports’ Ultimate Road Trip. Maybe the trip is still a dream. But someday ... Anyway, here’s our schedule for 
2002. Our goal is to see all 117 teams over five years; going into this season we're about halfway there, We just can’t get enough! 


Aug. 22 Colorado State at Virginia 

We'll get an early look at Al Groh’s heralded 

recruiting class at UVa. 

Aug. 23 Fresno State at Wisconsin 

We hope the Badgers’ Lee Evans will be 

ready to show his stuff, 

Aug. 24 Towa State v. Florida State at 

Kansas City 

Our pick for No. 1, the Seminoles begin their 

quest for the ultimate prize. 

Aug. 25 Arkansas State at Virginia Tech 

Our pick for No. 117, the Indians, begin their 

quest to avoid the ultimate embarrassment, 

Aug. 29 Wake Forest at No. Illinois 

BYU has been on the schedule seven tin 
last two seasons, five times at home, So 

okay with DeKalb. Besides, we get a 

chance to see the Cardinals and Reds in 

Cincinnati on the way from Blacksburg. 

Aug. 30 Oklahoma at Tulsa 

You wouldn't think No. 5 vs. No, 109 would 

be much of a game. 2001: Sooners won 58-0, 

Aug. 31 Notre Dame y. Maryland at the 

Meadowlands 

‘The Kickoff Classic has been on our schedule 

every year. We didn't want to miss ‘Tyrone 

Willingham’s debue as Irish coach, although 

we were tempted by Washington at Michigan, 

Sept. 1 Louisville at Kentucky 

Perhaps a hoops game will break out. 

Sept. 2 Auburn at USC 

We'll see if the Trojans can rediscover their 

running game tradition. 

Sept. 5 Oregon State at Temple 

If D- football is being played, we'll be there, 

Sept. 6 Hawaii at BYU 

Even after all these trips, we still enjoy the 

BYU campus and stadium, 

Sept. 7 Miami at Florida 

‘This was a lock until Steve Spurrier turned 

pro. This renewed rivalry would have been 

much spicier with Steve. 

Sept. 12 Marshall at Virginia Tech 

We can't wait to see Byron Leftwich and his 

top receiving corps. Will we get a glimpse of 

Marcus Vick? 

Sept. 14 Michigan at Notre Dame 

One of college football's best rivalries in one 

of college football’s best settings. 

Sept. 19 Auburn at Mississippi State 

We just can't seem to figure out the Bulldogs. 

We pick them to do well, they slump. We 

pick them to struggle, they win. 

Sept. 20 UCF at Marshall 

What an initiation into the MAC. UCF's 

first conference game ever is in Huntington, 

Sept. 21 Florida at Tennessee 


It wont be the same without the visor. 


es 
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Sept. 26 Florida State at Louisville 

Louisville's big chance on a national stage. 

The Cardinals will either win, or lose by 50, 

Sept. 27 Texas Tech at New Mexico 

Watching Kliff Kingsbury will be worth the 

trip to Albuquerque. 

Sept. 28 SMU at Hawaii 

Know any good travel agents who can get us 

from Albuquerque to Honolulu? 

Oct. 3 Clemson at Florida State 

‘This Bowden Bow! thing is getting old, bur ies 

the only game on the slate, How about that? 

Back-to-back Thursdays with the Seminoles, 

Oct. 4 Colorado State at Fresno State 

‘The Rams are joining BYU and Louisville as 

the most-watched teams in college football. 

Oct. 5 Navy at Air Force 

It’s early October, its Colorado Springs, its 

Jemy football. What a day! 

Oct. 8 Louisville at Memphis 

Tuesday night in Memphis, a litte music on 

Beale Street, some ribs at the Rendezvous, 

and, oh yeah, a football game. 

Oct. 10 Virginia Tech at Boston College 

‘This is our first trip to Boston since seeing 

Yale and Harvard two years ago. 

Oct. 12 Texas y, Oklahoma at Dallas 

What a day for a college football fan! If we 
kt lusting our 

schedule during the season, this would be the 

day. 1 v. 3, 2v.5,4v. 14 and 7 v. 10 (accord- 

ing to Athlon Spors’ preseason rankings). We 

threw a dart at the schedule and hit Dallas. 

Oct. 17 Georgia Tech at Maryland 

This game may mean the difference between 

a Peach and a Tangerine. 

Oct. 19 Ohio State at Wisconsin 

‘The winner plays Michigan next month for 

the Big ‘Ten Championship. 

Oct. 24 BYU at Colorado State 

We know these teams’ families pretty well. 

Oct. 26 Notre Dame at Florida State 

Seminoles, this is not a game to take lightly. 

Oct. 30 Southern Miss at TCU 

East Carolina at TCU on Oct, 30, 2001; sort 

of a Horned Frog Halloween Eye tradition, 

Oct. 34 Colorado State at Air Force 

Nothing spooky about this game. 

Nov. 2 Texas at Nebraska 

‘This has been designated Official Big 12 Day 

at Athlon Sports. Colorado is at Oklahoma as 

well, so the combatants in the Big 12 Cham- 

pionship Game will be determined today. 

Nov. 9 Miami at Tennessee 

This may be the non-conference game of the 

year. Is Neyland Stadium Hurricane-proo® 

Noy. 12 Miami (Ohio) at Marshall 

‘Tuesday night MAC football. 


ATHLON® SporTs™ 


Nov. 14 Louisville at Southern Miss 
Dave Ragone’s last test before the Liberty 
Bowl, assuming the Cards rule C-USA. 
Nov. 16 Washington at Oregon 

We t scheduled the Ducks the last few 
years, This game may decide the Pac-10 title, 
Nov, 20 West Virginia at Virginia Tech 
Wednesday night? We've officially scheduled 
every day of the week now. This game fea- 
tures some of the best RBs in the country. 
Nov. 24 Pittsburgh at Miami 

Canes look unbeatable at the Orange Bowl. 
Nov. 23 Michigan at Ohio State 

Ics time for the Big Ten Championship Game. 
Nov, 28 Mississippi State at Ole Miss 
‘This is our first Egg Bowl and first opportu- 
nity to tailgate at The Grove, Can't wait! 
Nov, 29 Texas A&M at Texas 

It’s back to Texas after seeing Colorado man- 
handle Nebra t year, 

Nov. 30 Florida at Florida State 

This game can never be too big, 

Dec. 7 Army y. Navy at the Meadowlands 
‘The SEC Championship and Big 12 Champi- 
onship Games can be enjoyed just fine on TV. 
You have to be there in person for this one, 
Bowls We're audacious enough to believe 
we already know the bowl matchups. 

Dec. 17 NEW ORLEANS BOWL 
Enjoying the Big Easy with the Blue Raiders. 
Dec, 18 GMAC BOWL 

Fortunately, Mobile is a short drive from New 
Orleans. Southern Miss will have a big crowd. 
Dec. 23 TANGERINE BOWL 
Never have enough time in Orlando. 
Dec, 25 LAS VEGAS BOWL. 

We passed up Hawaii for the Bruins-C 
Dec. 26 INSIGHT.COM BOWL 
‘Tourists: Hooyer Dam and Grand Canyon, 
Dec, 27 HOLIDAY BOWL 

Not only is San Diego a great city, but this 
could be USC ys. Nebraska. How about that? 
Dec. 28 SYLVANIA ALAMO BOWL 
Can't miss this Big ‘Ten-Big 12 showdown, 
A&M losses a squeaker to Michigan State, 
Dec. 30 MUSIC CITY BOWL 

Finally, a little time at home. 

Dec. 31 SUN BOWL 

The Liberty Bowl would be more feasible, but 
Washington State-lllinois is more intriguing, 
Jan. 1 SUGAR BOWL 
‘Tennessee-Oklahoma? 

Jan. 2 ORANGE BOWL 

Will Miami host LSU? 

Jan, 3 FIESTA BOWL 

If Florida State defeats Texas, we'll be gloating, 
IF not, well just be the happiest (and tiredest) 
college football fans in America, 


gars, 
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You probably didn’t even know that electricity was something you pay for, and you certainly 
didn’t know anything about energy shortages. Today, you can help the environment and save 
money just by using energy efficient light bulbs, like SYLVANIA DULUX® compact fluorescents. 
Sure, they cost a little more, but sometimes you have to spend a little to save a lot. 


oct me wonowanew veer: SYLVANIA @ 


For your free Lighting Guide call 1/800-LIGHTBULB or visit www.sylvania.com. 


Now, total comfort 
whether you 

shave down or up— 

even against the grain. 


nition oan ncaa hau The Best a Man Can Get 


